THE OLDEST COLLEGE DAILY - FOUNDED 1878

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,2024 - VOL. CXLVII, NO. 5

- yaledailynews.com - @yaledailynews

The neutrality
debate, explained

BY JOSIE REICH
STAFF REPORTER

Earlier this month, University
President Maurie McInnis con-
vened a committee of seven pro-
fessors to consider the extent to
which Yale as an institution should
comment on current events.

The announcement came on the
heels of a flurry of related news at
peer universities. The University
of Pennsylvania’s interim pres-
ident announced a move toward
institutional neutrality just hours
before McInnis’ email, and Colum-
bia, the University of Michigan and
the University of Connecticut have
begun consideration in the weeks
since. Barnard and the University
of Virginia, among other schools,
have adopted neutrality policies
this month.

A far-from-settled debate has
unfolded on Yale’s campus since
MclInnis’ announcement. Between
the committee’s listening sessions,
a faculty panel discussion and

As a facuity committee considérs whether Yale should take positions on issues of public

opinion pieces in the News, com-
munity members have weighed in
on what institutional neutrality
would mean for Yale.

The News breaks down linger-
ing questions about the policy and
its effects.

What is institutional voice
and neutrality?

Institutional neutrality is the
prevailing label for the policy of
some institutions to refrain from
taking stances on current events
unrelated to their work.

Yale’s committee is officially
titled “the Committee on Institu-
tional Voice,” and the word “neu-
trality” is absent from McInnis’s
initial email to the Yale community
announcing her consideration of
the policy. Rather, McInnis wrote
that her mandate for the group of
professors was to consider “when
Yale, as an institution, speaks on
issues of the day”

SEE NEUTRALITY PAGE 4
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Man Kkilled in police shooting

BY ARIELA LOPEZ
STAFF REPORTER

Two New Haven officers and one
state police officer opened fire on
and killed a man at a gas station on
Route 1 just outside of New Haven
city limits on Thursday evening.

Jebrell Conley, 36, was being
followed by three officers who
were part of an eleven-member
contingent of the New Haven
Violent Crimes Task Force. The
task force was dispatched to
follow Conley after they were
notified of an outstanding war-
rant for his arrest under federal
armed robbery charges, accord-
ing to the preliminary status
report released on Monday by
the Connecticut Office of the
Inspector General. Body camera
footage shows that after deter-
mining Conley to be armed, the
officers fired at least 16 shots at

The mayor, chief of police believe that NHPD officers used “aprbpriate force” in the fatal

police shooting. / Ariela Lopez, Contributing Photographer

Conley, who was transported to
Yale-New Haven Hospital and
pronounced dead.

At a Monday press confer-
ence after the preliminary status
report was published, New Haven
Mayor Justin Elicker and New
Haven Police Department Chief
Karl Jacobson both stated that
they believed the two NHPD offi-

cers who shot Conley acted with
“appropriate force”

“I'mnot an expert, 'mnot apolice
officer;” Elicker said at the press con-
ference, “but it appears tome that Mr.
Conley fired first. It appears that the
officers’ lives were in danger. No offi-
cer wants this to happen.’

SEE POLICE PAGE 4

Human rights program uncertain

BY YOLANDA WANG
STAFF REPORTER

The Multidisciplinary Aca-
demic Program in Human Rights
Studies, which stopped accept-
ing applications in the fall 2023,
may be reinstated as a certificate
program in the Jackson School of
Global Affairs, though the time-
frame and offerings of the pro-
gram remain unclear.

Prior to the program’s suspen-
sion, it admitted a cohort of 15
sophomores each spring. The pro-
gram required six courses, includ-
ing Human Rights 100, “Theories,
Practices, and Politics of Human

Rights;” four elective courses
related tohumanrights and Human
Rights 400, “Advanced Human
Rights Colloquium,” a senior col-
loquium in which students would
complete capstone projects.

“The program was a dream of
mine and a real work of love for
me,” Professor Emeritus James
Silk, founder and director of the
program, told the News. “I did it
in addition to all my other work,
because I wanted to do it and I
cared about it”

Alack of funding and low admin-
istrative capacity at the Schell Cen-
ter for International Human Rights,
which previously hosted the pro-

gram, posed difficulties to main-
taining the program.

According to Silk, much of the
program’s teaching and administra-
tive work came as “in-kind contribu-
tions” from him and his colleagues.

“We had hoped that we would
be able to involve some other peo-
ple willing to do some of this work,
but there was no one in a posi-
tion to take that on, more or less
on their own time, the way I have
done it for these ten years,” Silk
told the News. “We were trying to
develop akind of anew model, and
we realized that to do this in a sus-

SEE RIGHTS PAGE 4

Facilities fail at p

BY ZACHARY SURIAND TINALI
STAFF REPORTER AND
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Mold has shuttered the library,
the music room and the swimming
pool. Teachers arrived for the first
day of school last month to find
dead rodents and cockroaches.
Classrooms are routinely flooded.

Such are the conditions at Wil-
bur Cross High School — the city’s
largest comprehensive high school
— asdescribed by over a dozen par-
ents, teachers, staff and students
in an hour of public comment at
a New Haven Board of Education
meeting on Monday.

Local leaders agreed the situa-
tion was dire, but traded blame for
decades of deferred maintenance.

“Here's the truth of it, this is a
crisis. Our school is rotting from
the inside,” Jake Halpern, presi-
dent of the Wilbur Cross Parent
Teacher Association, said before
the Board.

Teachers and students
speak out

Mia Comulada Bruler, a school
counselor and a member of the
New Haven Federation of Teach-
ers (NHFT) executive board, told
the News that conditions at the
high school have reached a break-
ing point.

In a photo shared with the News,
Comulada Bruler captured the
flooding on the school’s third floor
during the first week of school.

“Wilbur Cross is over-popu-
lated, understaffed, underfunded
and overburdened,” Comulada
Bruler said. “We cannot stand com-
placent as a survival skill any longer.
Our patience, resilience and sense
of dignity have worn thin.”

.Teachers and students flooded the Board of Education meeting to talk about increasingly

ublic school

dire conditions, while local leaders trade blame. / Courtesy of Mia Comulada Breuler

John Carlos Musser, a student
representative on the Board of
Education, told the News after the
meeting that facilities issues have
been detrimental to student morale.

Students are constantly dis-
tracted by the pervasive poor
conditions at Wilbur Cross, he
said. Just trying to find a bath-
room has been a struggle. There
are about a dozen working toi-
lets in the school for 1800 stu-
dents, Musser said. Over 400
more students are enrolled at
Wilbur Cross than the building
was designed for, according to
the New Haven Independent.

Two Wilbur Cross teach-
ers reported having to deal with
safety issues themselves when-
ever they arise.

History teacher Brian Grinrod
returned from winter break in 2023
to find his classroom flooded, with
textbooks and computers ruined.
Though the ceiling tiles were
patched, the room flooded again
when the next rainstorm came.

Justin Harmon, director of
communications for NHPS, wrote
to the News on Tuesday that
NHPS believes that the current
roof can last another five years,
and they will continue patching it
in the meantime.

Akimi Nelken, who has taught
at Wilbur Cross for 15 years, com-
plained about numerous instances
of having to clean up after a cus-
todial worker failed to fully clean

SEE SCHOOL PAGE 5

Yale Republicans
organize on campus

BY NORA MOSES AND CHRIS TILLEN
STAFF REPORTERS

Yale College Republicans,
a newly revived undergradu-
ate group, is committed to rep-
resenting the Republican Party
on campus. Founded by Manu
Anpalagan ’26 in January 2024,
the group plans to host watch
parties for debates and run dis-
cussion tables promoting cam-
pus political dialogue.

Anpalagan said his main goal for
the club is to show that conserva-
tives have common ground and can
engage in open dialogue with peo-
ple across the political spectrum.

“I really want people - espe-
cially those who are not conserva-
tive — to know that we don’t want
confrontation. I know that in the
media right now and in real-world
politics it’s very heated,” Anpal-
agan said. “But, that’s not who we
are. We just want to be able to have
a conversation that includes view-
points that are different from the
vast majority of campus”

The Yale College Republi-
cans Constitution, written by
Anpalagan, outlines its purposes,
procedures and membership
requirements of the organiza-
tion. It begins with the pream-
ble, “Recognizing that an organi-
zation is needed to represent and
promote the Republican Party at
Yale University.”

The constitution further recog-
nizes the affiliation of Yale College
Republicans to both the Republi-
can National Committee and the
College Republicans of America.

In its mission statement, Yale
College Republicans state three
primary goals: to recruit and train
young conservatives, to work to get
Republicans elected and to mobi-
lize young people in defense of
conservative values.

But, Anpalagan said, this elec-
tion season, the Yale Republicans
have no plans to campaign or can-
vas for local or national elections.

“Tt’s partly because there’s not
really much we can get done in
the state of Connecticut or in like
neighboring states, but that also
takes a lot of money, which we
obviously don’t currently have,”
he said. “So those are things that
we’re definitely interested in doing
in the future, but this election
cycle, we’re not planning on doing
any specific work for a particu-
lar candidate, whether it’s local or
national level”

Instead, the group is focused on
growing membership and campus
presence. Anpalagan told the News
that currently about 10 mem-
bers regularly attend the group’s
bi-weekly meetings and the email
list includes about 100 people.

Anapalagan said the club is
also trying to ramp up fundrais-
ing efforts among private and indi-
vidual donors for future initiatives
and events.

He explained that Yale College
Republicans is “struggling a lit-
tle bit with donations” as a less
established club. Current funding
for the Yale College Republicans
comes from Yale College and the

SEE REPUBLICANS PAGE 5
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Neutrality is an illusion

Last week, President Mau-
rie McInnis empaneled a “com-
mittee on institutional voice” to
hold a handful of listening ses-
sions and, almost surely, come
to the same conclusion as simi-
lar committees nationwide.
Following the University of
Pennsylvania, the University of
Virginia and numerous other
institutions, Yale’s leader-
ship seems eager to embrace a
policy of so-called “institutio-
nal neutrality” on issues that,
in their view, do not directly
affect the university, belie-
ving that silence will shield the
university from controversy.
Perhaps, but Yale is not merely
a megaphone or a public rela-
tions machine. What Yale does
with its $41 billion endowment,
massive armed police force and
swaths of land speaks far louder
than what Yale says on “matters
of public significance.”

Yale’s policy and financial
decisions are not neutral, nor
does the public view them as
such. What exacts great repu-
tational cost to the university
is when Yale’s backroom deci-
sions and the values that under-
pin them are revealed on the glo-
bal stage. When Argentinians last
saw Yale on the front page of the
national newspaper Pigina 12, it
wasn’t for Peter Salovey’s mass
emails or crackdown on pro-di-
vestment protests — it was for
quietly profiteering off of the
country’s mid-2000s debt crisis,
under the 2017 headline “Buitres
con titulo universitario”: “Vultu-
res with a university degree.”

In 2018, Yale’s investment
managers held millions of dollars
in Puerto Rico’s debt as repay-
ments forced austerity on the
colonized island, made acute after
the climate devastation wrought
by Hurricane Maria. Holding that
debt was not aneutral investment:
through its investment policies,
Yale chose to profit off of Puerto
Ricans’ neo-colonial plight rather
than slash debt obligations that
made it impossible to adequately
fund public services.

Today, as Yale’s prefer-
red investment managers like
Farallon Capital and JLL Part-
ners maintain significant ties
to war profiteers, Yale’s refusal
to divest from military weapons
manufacturers makes another
explicit value judgment clear.
For the Yale Corporation, the
potential for profit outweighs
violations of life, human rights
and international law when
financing Israel’s genocide and
scholasticide in Palestine.

Meanwhile, when Yale police
pin community members to
the ground using “dispropor-
tionate” force, and when Yale
administrators refuse to pay
full taxes in a community where
schools don’t have enough fun-
ding to “keep the lights on,” New
Haveners hear the institution’s
voice loudly without the trustees
or President uttering a word.

Advocates for neutrality seem
married to a romantic view of the
university as limited to faculty
offices and seminar rooms that
create a forum for “diverse
viewpoints and open dialogue and
debate,” isolated from the stakes
of social crises and material injus-

tices. But, by further positioning
the university as a political actor
in local policy and global finance,
administrators have turned Yale
from an open forum to a one-si-
ded force on an array of social
and economic issues. A neutrality
policy that restrains what leaders
say, but gives them free rein over
what they do, won’t return the
university to the ideal form that
some envision.

Worse, a policy of “neutra-
lity” will only help adminis-
trators evade the basic ethi-
cal responsibilities, including
to human life and international
law, that comes with its finan-
cial and policy commitments.
At peer institutions, univer-
sity leaders deploy neutrality
as yet another convenient cud-
gel to quell calls for institutio-
nal accountability. The Univer-
sity of Chicago has relied on the
Kalven Report, considered the
gold standard for institutional
neutrality, to silence commu-
nity demands for divestment
from fossil fuels — a move that
its original writers consider an
overextension. At Vanderbilt,
administrators weaponized neu-
trality to block students from
engaging in democratic debate
and referenda on divestment,
sparking more combative pro-
tests. On these campuses, claims
to “neutrality” have helped trus-
tees and presidents cling to their
unspoken guiding value: a com-
mitment to maximizing pro-
fit, regardless of the social cost.
If the Committee on Institutio-
nal Voice adds “neutrality” to
administrators’ litany of deflec-
tive tools, they’ll only help lea-
ders escape accountability while
escalating the means by which
students and community mem-
bers find it necessary to dissent.

Yale cannot and will not be
a neutral institution as long as
it maintains extractive invest-
ments in global atrocities and an
exploitative relationship with
New Haven. Rather than provide
leaders with the fog of neutra-
lity, the committee should clear
the air with a recommendation
for transparency and democra-
tic governance of the University’s
numerous assets. The best way
to ensure that University leader-
ship does not misrepresent our
community’s values — in word
and deed — is to ensure that Uni-
versity leadership is accountable
to our community. Let the Com-
mittee on Institutional Voice
know at their listening sessions
and via their webform: institu-
tional neutrality would just be an
illusion while Yale actively profits
off of people’s despair, and the
world will see right through it.

TARAN SAMARTH is a
doctoral student in political sci-
ence and an organizer with the
Endowment Justice Collective.
They can be reached at taran.

samarth@yale.edu.

HINDANI PATEL is a first
year in Davenport studying
Environmental Engineering and
Ethics, Politics and Econom-
ics and is an organizer with the
Endowment Justice Collective.
They can be reached at hindani.

patel@yale.edu.
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GOP rot produced Mark Robinson

In hindsight, we should have
known that the Republican guber-
natorial candidate in North Carolina,
Mark Robinson, was a self-described
“Black Nazi”

For those who are unaware, Mark
Robinson is currently the lieute-
nant governor of North Carolina.
He’s from my hometown of Greens-
boro, North Carolina. He attended
the same college as my parents and
worked in furniture manufacturing.
He is also probably the worst nomi-
nee for public office by a major party
anywhere in the United States, inclu-
ding Doug Mastriano, Kari Lake, and
J.D. Vance LAW "13.

CNN reporting unearthed a
series of accounts seemingly belon-
ging to Robinson — they allused the
same username and often had bio-
graphical information or even pic-
tures of his face attached — all over
the internet. His worst comments
come from the message board of a
pornographic website he seemed to
frequent even more often than he
frequented pornographic video sto-
resin the early aughts.

CNN declined to print the most
graphic details and this is not Rum-
pus, but here are some highlights. He
fondly reminisced about “peeping”
on women in public gym showers
when he was 14 years old. He refer-
red to himself as a “perv” and, despite
public transphobic rhetoric, expres-
sed a fondness for pornographic con-
tent with transgender actors, albeit in
the most transphobic way possible.

He also, on the same pornographic
website, would get political. He used
homophobic slurs frequently, used
an antisemitic slur that I had never
heard of before, said that “some
people need to be slaves” and how
he wished they would bring it back
because he “would certainly buy a
few!” Herailed against Martin Luther
King Jr. using language so hateful he
got accused of being amember of the
Klu Klux Klan, to which he replied
that he would join if they accepted
Black applicants. To top this all off he
wrote out, looked at, then decided to
post on the Internet — perhaps with
only one hand — the now famousline
“I’'mablack NAZI!”

That’s just the tip of the iceberg.
But what’s fascinating here is how
quickly everyone has believed these
reports. You would imagine that

when news like this breaks, it would
be met with disbelief or shock, but
the rot at Mark Robinson’s core is
not news: for us who have followed
North Carolina politics it’s been evi-
dent for years.

He has a well-documented his-
tory of homophobia, transphobia
and antisemitism. I hesitate to calla
Black man racist towards Black peo-
ple, but saying that we owe repara-
tions for slavery puts him at the
top of the list. He and his wife also
ran a daycare with such amenities
as unblocked sockets around 1 year
olds and falsified staff credentials.
The daycare was sold by the Robin-
sons, ostensibly due to “govern-
ment red tape,” but they managed to
keep operating the Balanced Nutri-
tion non-profit that owes the state
over $100,000.

Put quite simply, he is the worst.
He is a disgrace to the Republi-
can Party and a shame to the state
of North Carolina. The best thing
Mark can do right now is to drop out
of the race, resign, install content
restrictions on his personal devices
and have some uncomfortable con-
versations about his Internet habits
with a therapist.

Besides his general existence, the
worst part of this whole affair is how
preventable it was. Mark Robinson
should have never been elected to
any position of public trust. His first
claim to fame was a fiery pro-gun
rights rant at a town council mee-
ting. Those fifteen minutes told the
North Carolina GOP one thing: that
they should make him into a star.

This is alesson in candidate selec-
tion. Republicans in North Carolina
were willing to overlook obvious cha-
racter deficiencies, a lack of policy
experience and the virulent, hateful
rhetoric that comes more naturally to
Robinson than anything else because
he was a Trump-endorsed MAGA
Republican. This happens when you
get your candidates from the political
equivalent of Temu.

Part of me is glad this all came
out. Josh Stein, the incumbent attor-
ney general running against Robin-
son, has an even clearer path to the
governorship, preventing a Repu-
blica trifecta in Raleigh that would
curtail women’s rights even more
and skew our economy further
towards the wealthy and well-con-

nected. Perhaps we will even see a
reverse coattail effect that delivers
North Carolina for Kamala Harris at
the presidential level. Honestly, you
could not draw up a more noxious
Republican candidate and, there-
fore, a more fortuitous situation for
Democratsif you tried.

But a small part of me is upset,
both with Republican voters and
Republican leadership. I’'m upset
with Republican primary voters
because this was not the only option;
there were relatively less-greasy
Republican candidates on the pri-
mary ballot, yet they chose the equi-
valent of a Deepwater Horizon sized
oil spill. A significant chunk of the
Republican electorate has fallen so
deep into negative polarization that
they are willing to nominate toxic
candidates as long as they are anti-
-Democrat. We’ve known this at
least since 2016, but it’s still startling
to seeit play out again.

My gripe with Republican lea-
dership is much the same. This guy
should have never been allowed near
adaycare center or alaptop, let alone
the Republican ballot line. Any poli-
tical operative worth their salt should
have found all this out and kept him
out of electoral politics or revealed
all of this as soon as possible, not on
the day of the deadline to drop out of
therace. A well run party, or even just
a party with a backbone and princi-
ples, would have coalesced around
a moderate alternative as soon as
Mark even thought about running
for office, and would have funneled
money into ads opposing him and
resources toward alternative candi-
dates. Instead the NCGOP stands by
the vat of acid they’ve nominated.

So, while we watch the worst cam-
paign of the century crash and burn, I
hope that the future leaders of Ame-
rica’s right-wing are watching. This
iswhat the current GOP thinks a good
representation of American con-
servatism is. This is the best of what
Republicans have to offer. I'm praying
to God you can prove me wrong.

MILES KIRKPATRICK is a
sophomore in Saybrook College. His
column, “Looking Across the Aisle’
runs biweekly and discusses right-
wing politics and spaces at Yale and
nationwide. He can be reached at

miles.kirkpatrick@yale.edu.

Haitian immigrants deserve
solidarity, not neutrality

When I was asked by a Yale Daily
News reporter to comment — as one
of the authors of the Letter to the
Next President of Yale — about Yale’s
new president Maurie McInnis’
announcement of the Committee on
Institutional Voice, I answered that
I thought that it was an important
step. I also mentioned that from my
perspective as a physician-scientist,
the term “neutrality” was misleading
— taking a neutral position on cli-
mate change is supporting those who
deny climate change; taking aneutral
position on vaccination is support -
ing anti-vaxxers; and taking a neu-
tral position on racism is supporting
discrimination and expanding health
care disparities. Based on Yale’s his-
tory of powerful and unequivocal
responses to attacks on immigrants,
healthcare and minorities in recent
years, L had no doubt that if an issue
arose, Yale would find a way not to
be silent in the face of an affront to
its values.

It did not takelong for my assump-
tiontobe challenged.

A few days later, my social media
feed filled up with memes and
responses tofalse claims former pres-
ident Trump made during the presi-
dential debate. This included outra-
geous claims about immigrants from
Haiti, lying that they were eating cats.
His claims were proven false, but this
did not prevent his running mate, a
Yale alumnus, from amplifying them.
The outcome was severe. Schools
and communities in Springfield,
Ohio, have been flooded with threats
against Haitian immigrants, requir-
ing Mike DeWine, Ohio’s Republi-
can governor, to deploy state police
to protect schools in the city and state
reluctantly that the claims were false.

This was not the first time Trump
and his running mate targeted the
Haitian immigrant community. And
of course, this was not the only com-
munity smeared — the former pres-
ident has continued to denigrate
immigrants, borrowing terms used

by the Nazis, saying immigrants are
“poisoning the blood” of Amer-
ica, making many immigrants feel
uncomfortable and even unsafe.

I contacted colleagues from Haiti
and asked if the academic institu-
tions they worked in had expressed
disdain at the smear campaign
against immigrants. Were there any
community events or public notifi-
cations of solidarity?

The answer was universal — no.

This was surprising, consider-
ing the large number of immigrants
among higher education constit-
uencies; 10 percent of students are
first-generation immigrants, 20 per-
cent are second-generation, and 20
to 30 percent of faculty in higher edu-
cation are foreign-born — a number
much higher in STEM disciplines.

Yale is no different. Many mem-
bers of our faculty are immigrants, as
I am. The same applies to our train-
ees, to our staff members and of
course, to the higher-ups, including
department chairs, university offi-
cials and many of our most respected
and accomplishedleadersinresearch,
education and clinical care. An out-
standing researcher, leader, role
model and a person I deeply respect,
isfrom Haiti.

One would expect that at this cru-
cial moment when members of this
person’s community and family are
being smeared and put in harm’s
way, Yale would take a public stand.
After all, this is not a general, theo-
retical “political” issue. It is an issue
that directly touches on its academic
work. But, no statement was made,
no public expression of dismay or sol -
idarity — I hope one is coming — but
I don’t believe it is. It is possible that
thislack of response is an early reflec-
tion of the impact of the pressures on
universities to embrace institutional
neutrality, as the University of Penn-
sylvania’s did recently.

Last year, in our letter to the Next
President of Yale, which was signed
by over 200 Yale faculty, we addressed

some of these issues. We highlighted
the need for Yale to reject faux-pop-
ulist attacks on universities, to stand
firm for free speech and diversity and
defend academic freedoms. We also
urged Yale to stand against political
efforts to undermine critical thought
andindependence, and to continue to
use its resources to positively impact
our society. We ended the letter
requesting that the university reject
the false allure of neutrality, saying
that “taking a neutral position is itself
achoice with dire implications”

The recent attacks on immigrants
demonstrate how accurate and pre-
scient these statements were. Neu-
trality may be an option during times
of calm, prosperity and normalcy, but
not now, at times when one human-
driven crisis follows another, when
communities that our students, fac-
ulty and staff belong to, are being
viciously and falsely attacked. I am
not an expert on educational and
academic affairs, nor do I pretend to
understand the complexities of the
concepts of academic “neutrality;’
but I do understand collegiality and
allyship. When people are vilified and
smeared because of their identity —
they do not expect their colleagues
and employers to look the other way
— they expect them to acknowledge
thethreat, to publicly express solidar-
ity. And thisis exactly what Yalelead-
ership should do — reaffirm our com-
mitment to the safety, dignity and
wellness of the immigrants among us,
as President Salovey did in 2018.

Yale must openly and directly
denounce the politicians who smear
and incite against immigrants,
regardless if they are from Haiti or
any other place on Earth. Our uni-
versity cannot, and should not, be a
bystander to bigotry and hate.

NAFTALI KAMINSKI is the Boehring-
er-Ingelheim Endowed Professor of Internal Med-
icine and Chief of Pulmonary, Critical Care and
Sleep Medicine at Yale School of Medicine. Hecan

bereached at naftali. kaminski@yale.edu.
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“Do you remember the 21st night of September? Love
was changin' the minds of pretenders while chasin' the

clouds awoay.” EARTH, WIND & FIRE AMERICAN BAND

What would institutional neutrality mean for Yale?

NEUTRALITY FROM PAGE 1

At listening sessions with
the Yale community, commit-
tee members have also noted that
Yale is not using the word neutral -
ity to frame the issue and that they
are instead opting to analyze the
institution’s “voice.”

The committee co-chairs have
noted that the word “neutrality”
can be polarizing because some
disagree with the notion that
institutions of higher education,
which make investments and note
humanitarian values in their mis-
sion statements, can be neutral.

“It’s not possible for an institu-
tion that has this much power and
money ... to not take political posi-
tions,” co-Chair Cristina Rodri-
guez '95 LAW ’00 said to students
at alistening session.

The concept of institutional
neutrality started in a 1967
Kalven Report, drafted by a fac-
ulty committee at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, which argues
that “neutrality as an institution
has its complement in the full-
est freedom for its faculty and
students as individuals to par-
ticipate in political action and
social protest.”

As institutional neutrality
policy has spread, universities
have adopted varying versions of
the idea. Some schools, includ-
ing Vanderbilt University and the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, use the direct lan-
guage of institutional neutral-
ity as derived from the Kalven
Report. Others, including Har-
vard University, announced their
new policies under the same
“institutional voice” phrasing as
Yale is using.

Sterling Professor of Philoso-
phy Michael Della Rocca, the other
committee co-chair, said at a lis-
tening session for students that
the committee’s recommendations
will be independent and original of
other institutions’ decisions.

“We’re not going to be follow-
ing what other schools do,” Della
Rocca said. “The president will do
what’s best for Yale”

Arguments for and against

Across the listening sessions,
faculty panel discussion and
in interviews with the News,
Yale community members have
expressed a wide range of rea-
sons why they support or
oppose neutrality.

Proponents argue that the
policy creates an open-minded
atmosphere on campus that pro-
motes the exchange of diverse
opinions. Some say that issuing
statements gives the University
president and senior leadership
an outsized megaphone to express
their beliefs.

Another common argument
is that the University’s taking
stances can isolate community
members who disagree with the
statements. Others note that it is
impossible to release statements
on every important issue locally
and globally and that without
action following the statements,
words are empty.

On the other hand, adversar-
ies argue that Yale has a duty to
defend humanitarian values, and
some say that they would feel
more supported in their identi-
ties if the University addresses
contentious topics.

Others have noted that some
Yale statements have indeed
been followed by new policy
initiatives, such as the re-ex-
amination of the Yale Police
Department after the killing
of George Floyd in 2020 and
the new diversity efforts after

the Supreme Court overturned
affirmative action.

Yet both students and commit -
tee members have questioned how
to determine what current events
relate to Yale.

Some statements tread a care-
ful line, such as the one that
was issued in June 2020 by for-
mer University President Peter
Salovey after the Supreme Court
blocked the Trump administra-
tion’s attempt to end the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram. Salovey wrote that he was
“relieved” on behalf of “Yale stu-
dents and graduates covered under
DACA! But he also wrote, more
broadly, that “we still need legis-
lation that provides a pathway to
legal status”

Other instances are clearer.
Under institutional neutrality, Yale
would likely still have made state-
ments on Title IX regulations and
affirmative action, for example.

But the policy would compli-
cate the issuing of statements
on important news that does not
directly concern universities, such
as the overturning of Roe v. Wade,
the invasion of Ukraine, the Isra-
el-Hamas war and the killing of
George Floyd.

What the committee
is considering

The exact bounds of what the
committee will address in their
recommendations are unclear.

At listening sessions, students
asked whether a policy of neutral-
ity would only apply to the presi-
dent or whether other administra-
tors such as deans, departmental
chairs and heads of college would
be affected as well. The co-chairs
said that this is one aspect of the
recommendations that they are
considering.

The co-chairs stated at ses-
sions that they are not making
any decisions regarding Yale’s
investment policies. McInnis’
initial email also emphasized that
the committee is not re-examin-
ing Yale’s free expression policies
for individuals.

“The objective is to try to
complete the work by October
or November,” Rodriguez said
about a timeline for providing
the recommendations.

The committee’s listening ses-
sions will continue through Oct. 2.

Contact
JOSIE REICH at
josie.reich@yale.edu .

Mayor, NHPD chief defend conduct in officer-involved shooting

POLICE FROM PAGE 1

According to Jacobson, Con-
ley’s killing marks the NHPD’s
first officer-involved shooting
resulting in a civilian death since
November 2004.

After tracking Conley’s car, the
eleven task force officers — seven
NHPD officers, two state police
officers and two officers from
neighboring towns’ police depart-
ments — approached Conley at the
Splash Car Wash as he was refilling
his gas tank, leading Conley to get
in his car.

“Conley entered the vehi-
cle while officers were ordering
him out of the car at gunpoint,”
Jacobson said. “He put his vehicle
in reverse and struck a police car
which was directly behind him”

In the body camera footage, offi-
cers are heard yelling at Conley to
“get out of the car)” “let me see your
hands” and “don’t you fucking move.”

Jacobson said that Conley then
pointed a gun at the officers.

The published preliminary sta-
tus report does not mention that
Conley hit a police vehicle or that
he pointed a weapon at officers.

The footage shows the glass of
the driver’s seat window shat-
tering. The status report states
that Conley “appeared to fire
one round” at the glass. Conley’s
weapon is visible in three still shots
from Officer Paul Vakos’ body
camera footage, which are included
in the report.

In the ensuing shootout, NHPD
Sergeant Francisco Sanchez, Offi-
cer Michael Valente and Con-
necticut State Police Sergeant
Colin Richter opened fire on Con-
ley. Body camera footage from
Valente, Sanchez and Richter
records at least sixteen shots fired
toward Conley.

NHPD'’s Jacobson emphasized at
the press conference that the body

camera footage shows that Conley
fired first.

Conley received medical atten-
tion on scene before being trans-
ported by the New Haven Fire
Department to Yale-New Haven
Hospital, where a medical exam-
iner determined that he was killed
by gunshot wounds to his torso and
“upper right extremity.”

According to Jacobson, Con-
ley was a “known member” of
the Grape Street Crips, the New
Haven-based imitation of a
Los Angeles gang. He was pre-
viously sentenced to five years
in federal prison in 2016. Fol-
lowing the shooting, the NHPD
heard of threats of gang retalia-
tion against officers, leading the
department to patrolin pairsasa
precautionary measure.

“We have since come to the con-
clusion that this may have only
been rhetoric,” Jacobson said. “We
don't have anything to back it up.”

After Monday night, the depart-
ment will revert to single-officer
cars. Jacobson said that he spoke
with Conley’s mother and brother,
who assured him that there was
“no message” to hurt officers.

Sanchez and Valente, the two
NHPD officers, were placed on paid
administrative leave, Jacobson said.

Christian Bruckhart, the
NHPD’s public information offi-
cer, told the News that the depart -
ment expects to receive a prelimi-
nary investigation report from the
inspector general’s office in around
one month. Depending on the con-
tents of the investigation in prog-
ress, Jacobson may then decide to
reinstate the officers.

However, if the investigation
finds that there are grounds to fur-
ther penalize the officers, that will
not happen until after the investi-
gationis completed. Jacobson esti-
mated that the probe could take
nine months to a year.

Angel Hubbard, the newly
sworn-in alder for the Hill North
neighborhood, knows Conley’s
family and told the News that Con-
ley — though not a resident of her
district — had roots in the Hill.

“It’s a tragic situation for both
parties,” Hubbard told the News
after her swearing-in ceremony
at City Hall, hours before the sta-
tus report was released. “He lost
his life,” she said, while also noting
that the officers were “trying to do
their job.”

The inspector general’s pre-
liminary status report published
body camera footage from five
officers, as well as a vertical video
shot by a civilian sitting in a car
near Conley’s.

Splash Car Wash is located at 2
Boston Post Rd.

Contact
ARIELA LOPEZ at
ariela.lopez@yale.edu .

Undergradute human rights program may be reinstated

RIGHTS FROM PAGE 1

tainable way would require us to
get some funding”

According to law professor
Claudia Flores, a new faculty
director at the Schell Center, the
limited funding contributed to
the program'’s hiatus. Flores told
the News that the program was
“very resource intensive” and
that the Schell Center is dealing
with limited resources.

According to Silk, the cur-
rent plan for a more “sustainable
program” is to hire a full-time
director who would administer
the program and teach the senior
colloquium. The “vast majority”
of the program’s funding would
go toward compensating the
director, whereas other fund-
ing allocations would go to stu-
dent summer internships, cap-
stone project production costs
and program events.

In line with the College’s push
for multidisciplinary programs to
shift toward certificate models,
there are currently talks to rein-
state the program as a certificate
program on human rights.

In its new form, the program
would likely entail a list of courses
that students can take to count
toward a certificate at graduation.
Silk expressed disappointment at
the idea, instead emphasizing the
key qualities of the original human
rights program model.

“I think what we all cher-
ished about the [multidisci-
plinary academic programs] was
their intensive nature, admit-
ting a cohort of, in our case,
about 15 students, having them
form what becomes a very close
learning community and doing
a capstone semester and project
together,” Silk told the News. “A

certificate is mostly an adminis-
trative program.”

In contrast with the selectivity
of the original program, the new
program would likely be uncapped
in number, according to Silk.

Silk supported the idea of mak-
ing the human rights curricu-
lum more accessible but wished
the University would offer both
the certificate and more intensive
program models.

“It has always been a very com-
petitive program, which I don’t
know how I feel about,” Esha
Akhtar 25, a senior in the human
rights program, told the News.
“I’'m quite excited to hear that
there’s a new offering in the works
that’s much more accessible. I
think it’s much more true to the
spirit of human rights”

If the program were to be rein-
stated as a certificate program,
Silk says it would likely be hosted
through the Jackson School of
Global Affairs, which currently
also hosts the Global Health
Scholars multidisciplinary aca-
demic program.

Yale College Dean Pericles
Lewis told the News that the Uni-
versity is “not 100 percent” sure
whether the continuation of the
program will be administered
by Yale College staff or Jackson
School staff.

In contrast with Yale Law
School, which “does not do under-
graduate teaching,” the Jackson
School’s undergraduate offerings
would be advantageous to hosting
an undergraduate certificate pro-
gram, Silk said.

“[The human rights program
is] an undergraduate program, so
it should be sitting somewhere
within the undergraduate part
of the university so that they can
properly administer it,” Flores said.

According to Lewis, the changes
to the program format should not
detract from students’ ability to
learn about human rights.

However, Silk and other stu-
dents disagree. Silk pointed to the
lack of courses at Yale College that
directly relate to human rights
law, language, ideas or methods
— themes that he says are key to a
human rights program.

HMRT 100, which was previ-
ously open to students outside of
the human rights program, is not
confirmed to be offered in spring
2025, and Kristine Beckerle, who
previously taught the course, no
longer teaches at Yale.

“Iwould always love to see more
human rights related courses at
Yale College, but I do think that
this program could still work as a
certificate,” Hana Karanja 24, a
graduate of the human rights pro-
gram, wrote to the News. “Mostly,
I would be sad to see some of the
program's community-building
elements and law school involve-
ment scaled back”

The Yale College Coun-
cil has created a policy proposal
to hire more faculty with human
rights expertise, expand human
rights course offerings, appoint a
“Human Rights Certificate Direc-
tor” and reintroduce a senior cap-
stone project to the certificate.

The proposal also calls for “a
dedicated space for human rights
programming,” which could be
housed in new Jackson School
buildings such as T.M. Evans Hall
and Steinbach Halls.

“The discontinuation of the
Human Rights Scholars Program
for the class of 2026 was a signif-
icant loss for many students, par-
ticularly those for whom a factor
in choosing Yale was the program's
reputation,” Benjamin Sanchez Pla

Human Rights Studies, which suspended applications in fall 2023, may be reinstated as a certificate
program through either Yale College or the Jackson School. Christina Lee, Head Photography Editor

26, the YCC senator who authored
the proposal, wrote to the News.

Akhtar pointed to mentorship
among students in different years
of the human rights program being
central to the program experience.

With the seniors in the pro-
gram graduating this spring,
she worries that there may be
no current students to men-
tor future generations of human
rights scholars when the pro-
gram is reinstated.

“I think mentorship is a pretty
big part of the program,” Akhtar

told the News. “I remember being
a sophomore and having a lineage
of a junior and a senior that I was
connected with in the program.
That hasn’t been the case since we
were the last cohort”

Harvard University’s Human
Rights program has been active
since 1984.

Nora Moses contributed reporting.
Contact

YOLANDA WANG at
yolanda.wang@yale.edu .
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“l have good days and bad days.”
ABBY LEE MILLER AMERICAN DANCE TEACHER AND CHOREOGRAPHER

Teachers and student call for improved school facilities

SCHOOL FROM PAGE 1

or fix the roof. Jobs half done have
left behind pink, sticky liquid and
blankets of mold and debris.

Nelken has seen the Wilbur
Cross principal standing with a
mop and vacuum, trying to dry
classrooms with two inches of
standing water. Teachers reported
concerns that these maintenance
issues will lead to health risks.

Many teachers at the Board
meeting blamed the privatiza-
tion of custodial services begin-
ning in 2011. Private companies
often do not follow through, mul-
tiple teachers complained, and
outsourced custodial workers do
not take pride in maintaining their
schools like in-house ones do.

As Wilbur Cross facilities
languish in disrepair, teachers
described the burden of explain-
ing the inequities they face to
their students.

Ashley Stockton, parent of a
Wilbur Cross senior, spoke out
against the unsafe condition of
Cross athletics. She pointed out
that the building has no working
ice machines. Every game, coaches
have to pay out of their own pock-
ets to provide ice for their players.

The conditions are “embar-
rassing” when Wilbur Cross
athletes face off against other
schools, Stockton said. According
to Musser, a soccer and lacrosse
player, students refer to Wil-
bur Cross’ soccer field as the “rice
fields” because it doesn’t drain
when it rains.

“Why was the school clear to
open, given the current state of
facilities? How did summer come
and go? How did millions and mil-
lions in ARPA funds come and
go? How were repairs and rou-

Courtesy of Mia Comulada Breuler

tine maintenance ignored?” Leslie
Blatteau, teacher and president of
the NHFT, said, demanding more
accountability from the board.

Musser criticized how the
state is focused on banning
phones in the classroom instead
of upkeeping facilities and fill-
ing teacher vacancies. “We don’t
have the luxury of phones being
our biggest problem.”

While most students hold the
Board of Education responsi-
ble for their facilities’ deteriora-
tion, Musser blames the state. His
goal, shared by many teachers, is
to advocate for more funding at the
state level. NHPS received $11.8
million less from the city this year
than requested.

Harmon, NHPS communi-
cations director, wrote that the
NHPS operations lead has been
working closely with the Wil-
bur Cross principal to identify
repairs. Sources of mold spores in
the library and music room have
already been remediated, and cus-
todians and carpenters have been
fixing floor and ceiling tiles.

Future plans include upgrad-
ing the chillers and installing a
new cooling tower — renova-
tions that are projected to cost
$548,000. They are also bring-
ing in an architect to address
flooding issues and a pest man-
agement contractor to address
reports of mice and cockroaches.
Future plans include replacing
the library carpet with tile and
installing insulation to prevent
mildew growth, as well as other
small repairs around the school.

City and state leaders
trade blame

Leslie Blatteau, president of
NHFT, the city’s main teachers

union, blames the state’s funding
model for the crisis. Mayor Jus-
tin Elicker, State Senator Mar-
tin Looney and Board of Educa-
tion Vice President Matt Wilcox all
expressed concern about Wilbur
Cross facilities.

She lambasted the state gov-
ernment for failing to address
lasting inequalities in the state’s
education funding model and
called on Yale to contribute more
to NHPS. Blatteau also acknowl-
edged the city’s lack of funds to
address the facilities crisis but
insisted that the city and Board of
Education must do more to find
the necessary funds and speed
critical repairs.

“This is what happens when
a state government divests from
public education,” Blatteau said.
“This is about systems that are
rooted in racist and classist ways.”

Looney, who represents New
Haven and serves as Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tem, largely dismissed
concerns about inequalities in
state education funding, blaming
local property values.

Connecticut is unique in taking
on the full burden of all teachers’
pensions statewide — especially
in wealthy suburbs with smaller
teacher-student ratios — a contri-
bution that often goes unacknowl-
edged, Looney argued.

Looney expressed concern that
state investments in NHPS facili-
ties were being squandered by the
district’s failure to complete rou-
tine maintenance.

He holds the Board of Education
primarily responsible for failing to
complete basic maintenance, but
praised Superintendent Negron for
beginning to address long-stand-
ing maintenance failures.

“They always claim that the
amount of money that they
receive from the state is not
adequate, but the amount they
receive from the state is certainly
highly significant, and the dam-
age that's done when mainte-
nance is not properly taken care
of...[results in] a much greater
expense,” Looney told the News.

Unlike Looney, Mayor Justin
Elicker placed most of the blame
for the lack of funding at the state
capitol and identified the legisla-
tive session beginning in 2025 as a
critical target for New Haven edu-
cation advocates seeking a larger
state contribution. Elicker is a
member of the Board of Education
and appoints four of the Board’s
seven members.

Elicker emphasized the dan-
gers of excessive borrowing and
the lingering effects of decades
of irresponsible fiscal policy at
City Hall. The challenges at Wil-
bur Cross are widespread across
the district’s schools, but the city
and district simply have no funds
to support long-overdue mainte-
nance, he said.

“We need to find pathways to
identify more funding to fix our
schools, and the main pathway is

Courtesy of Mia Comulada Breuler

through the State of Connecticut,”
Elicker said.

The city allocated around $9
million for maintenance and reno-
vations at NHPS as a part of its lat-
est capital budget, but Superinten-
dent Negron, not the city, decides
how those funds are spent, Elicker
told the News.

Elicker called for the state to
make more funds available for rou-
tine maintenance in schools.

According to the mayor, any
additional city funding for NHPS
would have to be accompanied by
anincrease in property taxes.

“People often point fingers at
the city and say it's not giving
enough money. But I rarely hear
people say, ‘Raise my taxes to pay
for it}” Elicker said.

The only other solutions would
be further support from the state
or from Yale, Elicker told the News.
All three funding sources — higher
property taxes, state support and
university investment — need tobe
explored, he said.

Wilcox, who sits on the
Board’s Citywide School Build-
ing and Stewardship Commit-
tee, attributed widespread delay
of critical maintenance to lack of
funding. The committee’s lat-
est monthly report listed dozens
of critical maintenance projects
“delayed” due to funding issues.

Delayed repairments later bal-
loon into major crises if left unad-
dressed, Wilcox said

He emphasized the impor-
tance of the district document-
ing long-standing maintenance
issues, so they can be included in
the city’s next capital budget cycle.

Wilcox echoed Elicker’s call
for more state support, criticizing
the inequalities in funding levels
for wealthy suburban schools and
urban districts like NHPS which face
anumber of additional challenges.

After around of cuts to the facil-
ities budget last year, the dis-
trict was forced to cut it by around
$620,000 againin June tofill a $2.3
million budget deficit, according to
Wilcox. He placed blame for these
cuts and the shortage of tradespeo-
ple in NHPS squarely on the state.

For the teachers and stu-
dents at Wilbur Cross, the issue
remains immediate, despite the
funding difficulties.

Elicker praised the teachers,
students and parents who shared
their experiences on Monday.

Wilbur Cross High School is
located next to East Rock Park.

Contact
ZACHARY SURI at
zachary.suri@yale.edu and
TINA LI at
tina.li.tl766@yale.edu .

Republicans on campus plan upcoming year

REPUBLICANS FROM PAGE 1

Yale College Council, with immi-
nent funding from College Repub-
licans of America expected.

Anpalagan was the only mem-
ber of Yale College Republicans
who identifies as a Republican
who agreed to speak on the record
about the club. Two other board
members contacted by the News
declined to comment.

During the 2016 election, a
former group named Yale Col-
lege Republicans endorsed former
President Donald Trump, leading
to division within the organiza-
tion. The News was unable to con-
firm when the original Yale College
Republicans disaffiliated.

Anpalagan also mentioned that
the group serves as an accepting
space for students in support of
Trump and the current GOP, who,
he says, can feel ostracized in other
conservative groups on campus,
such as the Buckley institute.

“We love Buckley, but Buck-
ley’s more concentrated among
the pre-2016 Republican Party
than us,” Anpalagan said. “We’re
welcoming of them, but we’re also
welcoming of those who support
former President Trump and the
current state of the Republican
Party, and a lot of folks at Buckley
have an issue with that”

Buckley Institute President
Trevor MacKay ’25 wrote to the
News that Buckley has hosted many
speakers who support Trump,
including his cabinet members.

MacKay also added that, last
week, Anpalagan confirmed to the
Buckley Institute that he will rep-
resent the Trump side in a presi-
dential debate that the institute’s
podcast plans to host in October.

“Yes, Buckley has hosted many
‘traditional’ conservatives ... but
the record is clear that the Buckley
Institute has done more to bring
conservative voices to Yale’s cam-
pus — both from within President
Trump’s orbit and without — than
any other group throughout the
history of President Trump’s polit -
ical career,” MacKay wrote.

Anpalagan added that any-
one is welcome to come to the
Yale Republicans meeting and
speak their mind, even the most
staunch liberals.

He said that some liberal-lean-
ing students, and even mem-
bers of the Yale Democrats, have
expressed interest in participating
in club events in support of open
dialogue between those with dif-
ferent political views.

Although a member of Yale
College Republicans, Cleber
Redondo 26 does not identify as
a Republican.

“It’s fun being at the ground
level of something new, and I
joined to meet people whose val-
ues happen to be most similar to
my own, even if I don’t subscribe to
their labels or GOP talking points,’
Redondo wrote to the News.

In a statement, Yale Dems wrote
to the News that they believe
“everyone deserves a space to
express their opinions.”

However, they also emphasized
their disapproval of Trump and
their frustration that Yale College
Republicans have yet to denounce
the former president.

Yale Dems also wrote that they
have no plans to collaborate with
Yale Republicans in the near future
asthey are currently occupied with
their own canvassing and elec-
tion-related initiatives.

“This election isn’t about Don-
ald Trump. It’s not about Kamala
Harris. It’s about lifting up the
American people and putting
them first,” Anpalagan wrote in
response. “The days of playing nice
and bowing to the political over-
lords are over. We are fiercely and
unapologetically opposed to the
bipartisan establishment that has
failed Americans for decades”

Anpalagan explained that
within Yale College Republi-
cans, members have a “diverse
set of viewpoints” on many pol-

icy issues, mostly between who
he calls supporters of the current
state of the Republican party and
those who favor the older Repub-
lican viewpoints of the 80s and
the 9os.

Even on the issue of the upcom-
ing presidential election, Anpal-
agan said that some members
had been more closely aligned
with other Republican candidates
besides former President Donald
Trump.

Anpalagan explained that
although he feels comfortable
speaking out about the club and
his political alignments he under-
stands why other members of Yale

College Republicans might not
want to.

“Obviously we do see a bit of self
censoring and alittle bit of hesitancy
to admit where you stand politically
as a conservative,” Anpalagan said.
“But I do feel that currently we are
seeing people be more open on both
sides of the aisle about their beliefs.
AndIdo think people are more will-
ing to have conversations.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5.

Contact
NORA MOSES at
nora.moses@yale.edu and
CHRIS TILLEN at
chris.tillen@yale.edu .

Yale Republicans President Manu Anpalagan said the club doesn't plan to campaign or canvas for the

upcoming election. Tim Tai, Senior Photographer
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“We are all winners here.”
ALFONSO RIBEIRO AMERICAN ACTOR AND COMEDIAN

Yale Planetary Solutions hosts climate summit in NYC

BY CELIA HERNANDEZ AND JOSIE REICH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER & STAFF REPORTER

The Yale Planetary Solutions
program is hosting a four-day sum-
mit as part of Climate Week NYC,
showcasing an array of speakers,
performances and workshops.

In collaboration with the Whit -
ney and Betty MacMillan Center
for International and Area Studies,
Yale @ Climate Week NYC is taking
place at the Yale Club of NYC. The
summit is part of the larger Cli-
mate Week NYC, an international
conference to drive climate action
that beganin 2009.

Julie Zimmerman, Yale’s inau-
gural vice provost for Planetary
Solutions, wrote to the News that
the events will bring together mul-
tidisciplinary knowledge from
across the University.

“Based on the first couple of
days, we are hearing clear and
consistent messages that the cli-
mate crisis is an existential threat
- and that we must act with
urgency to meet this challenge -
and that we CAN do what needs to
be done to manage the unavoid-
able consequences and avoid the
unmanageable consequences,’
Zimmerman wrote.

Yale Planetary Solutions,
founded in 2020, facilitates cli-
mate and biodiversity work at
the University.

University President Maurie
MclInnis and Provost Scott Stro-
bel delivered opening remarks at
the event.

McInnis spoke about the cli-
mate solutions Yale is pursuing on
campus such as renovating build-
ings and investing in geothermal
energy systems.

“In my first weeks as Yale’s
president, one of the first things I
did was put on a hard hat and begin
touring the facilities that are cur-
rently under construction,” she
said. “It became clear to me during
these visits that while we were
enhancing our physical footprint
in New Haven, we were doing so
with a commitment to reducing
our carbon footprint.”

MclInnis said that she hopes Yale
canserve as a “test bed” for climate
strategies that then translate into
global action.

WILL LANGHORNE /7 CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

For the first time, Yale Planetary Solutions is hosting four days of events as part of Climate Week NYC.

Strobel wrote to the News that
one goal of Yale Planetary Solutions
is to foster partnerships between
higher education and industries,
the government and NGOs.

“Qur approach is to harness
and convene expertise from all
disciplines and all fields across
the university to transform
knowledge into action,” Strobel
wrote. “We don’t have time to
waste, and we must catalyze all
the energy and knowhow we can
to drive rapid change. Yale has a
long legacy of educating lead-
ers and conducting research that
translates into impact.”

Roger Cohn, founder and edi-
tor of environmental magazine
Yale Environment 360, con-
ducted an onstage interview

event with activist Bill McKibben
at the summit.

He said that the summit has been
helpfultolearn more about the climate
work at Yale that his magazine covers
— from climate attribution science to
nature-based carbon solutions.

“All these facets are in different
parts of the University, and those
parts are now coming together,’
Cohn said. “I think this was an
opportunity to really let people in
the public and in the broader Yale
community get a sense of that”

Cohn said that he plans to
reconnect with some scientists and
researchers he has met at the sum-
mit to explore their research for
Yale Environment 360.

Robert Durbow, Professor
Emeritus and Founding Faculty

Director of the Yale Center on Cli-
mate Change and Health, said that
attendees include Yale students
and faculty, international NGO
representatives and journalists.

Dubrow said that before Yale
Planetary Solutions announced
the summit, YCCCH had discussed
a Climate Week NYC project but
worried about the expenses and
planning involved.

Dubrow added that Yale is ele-
vating Yale Planetary Solutions as
apart of the University’s work, and
is focused on making Yale’s pres-
ence visible at NYC Climate Week.

Daina Bray, a clinical lecturer at
Yale Law School who litigates the
greenhouse gas emissions of live-
stock corporations, said that the
summit has helped her to place her

work in the larger context of cli-
mate change initiatives at Yale.

“The thing that stands out for
me about this conference is the
opportunity not only to tap into the
Yale climate network, but also to
all of the external partners who are
working with folks at Yale on these
issues,” Bray said. “It’s a really
large and powerful group, but this
conference feels more intimate
because we’re all benefiting from
the Yale connection.”

The Yale Club of New York is
located at 50 Vanderbilt Ave, New
York City.

Contact CELIA HERNANDEZ at
celia.hernandez@yale.edu.
and JOSIE REICH at
josie.reich@yale.edu.

Yale's sustainability plan is coming to an end. What's next?

BY EMILY KHYM
STAFF REPORTER

The Yale Sustainability Plan
outlines nine goals for the Uni-
versity to achieve by 2025. With
the plan nearing its end, students
hope for a greater voice as the
administration sets new goals.

The Yale Sustainability Plan
2025 consists of objectives in
nine categories — leadership,
health & wellbeing, climate
action, stewardship, built envi-
ronment, mobility, materials,
technology and empowerment
— that were intended to be com-
pleted by 2025. The Yale Office
of Sustainability had published
this plan in 2016, with contin-
ual updates on progress toward
these ambitions.

As the plan comes to a close,
some students are wondering
how Yale can learn from past
developments to become more
sustainable. The Office of Sus-
tainability has yet to publish
progress on whether the nine
ambitions have been met.

Though Yale Hospitality,
the Yale College Council, Yale
Office of Sustainability have
been working on sustainability
on campus, YCC Sustainabil-
ity Policy Director Carrie Lange
27 reiterated the need to define
the term “sustainability” and for
Yale to be more clear about its
initiatives and how students can
be involved.

“Defining the specific ini-
tiatives Yale is undertaking will
go a long way toward getting
students involved and build-
ing awareness for sustainability
goals as a campus, especially if
there is more clarity and trans-
parency about the reasoning
behind specific sustainability
efforts,” Lange said.

Lange explained that the Yale
administration is necessarily focus-
ing on long term goals in accordance
with the institutional sustainability
plan. Lange hopes that her YCC team

can advocate for the student experi-
ence as the university develops exist -
ing and new sustainability policies.

Maria Gutiérrez, sustainabil -
ity engagement manager at the
Office of Sustainability, wrote
to the News that the office is
“proud of Yale Hospitality’s
accomplishments and efforts” in
recent years. In terms of student
engagement, Gutiérrez said that
the office will have “Sustainabil -
ity Peer Educators” work with
Yale Hospitality.

“Waste reduction and diversion
are a high priority for the Office of
Sustainability,” Gutiérrez wrote.
“The input we received from stu-
dents as part of our last sustain-
ability survey indicated that this
is also a high priority among com-
munity members. We are focused
on improving waste collection and
advancing campus sustainability.”

Initiatives to better sustain-
ability on campus require col-
laboration from both students
and administration, Lange said.

“Unfortunately, I think any
sustainability-focused efforts
will require us to consciously
adapt our living habits to the
extent that it is reasonable,”
Lange said. “Obviously, we can’t
sacrifice the quality of Yale cam-
pus life, but I do think if we’re
going to commit to a greener and
more sustainable future we need
to be willing to realize those
goals in action as well.”

The Yale Office of Sustain-
ability has been spearheading the
goals of this plan by rolling out
recycling signage to better differ-
entiate between food waste, sin-
gle-stream recycling, electronic
recycling and lab recycling.

Additionally, in light of the
goals such as technology and
materials, Yale Hospitality has
introduced a pilot AI system
that aims to minimize waste in
dining halls.

“Yale University announced
an investment to Explore Al tools
and learning opportunities,”’ Yale

YULIN ZHEN/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Students hope a new sustainability plan can better involve student opinion and provide clarity on institutional ambitions.

Hospitality Senior Marketing and
Communications Manager Alexa
Gotthardt wrote. “So, we’ll likely
see more of it. Right now, it’s
pretty new for Yale Hospitality.”

Currently, this AI system is
being piloted in the Timothy
Dwight College dining hall. Stu-
dents throw out their waste and
can see a weighing scale as well
as an estimate of how the weekly
waste average has changed.

Some students have become
more conscious about how much
they are wasting. Others have
expressed their indifference to
the system.

“Because of the just open
bucket of food waste standing in
the dining hall, there can be flies
in that area and it’s not the best
to be around,” TD resident Jisu
Oh ’27 said. “It doesn’t bother
me, I guess — I don’t think about
it too much and it’s not tedious
for me.

Students only realize that this sys-
tem is tracking waste after they have
collected their food and eaten. Oh
added that she can see the intention
of the system to discourage students
from leaving too much food waste.

The YCC Sustainability Policy
Committee has been an advocate
for student sustainability con-
cerns, meeting with administra-
tors in Yale Hospitality and Yale
Sustainability to “understand
their perspective and open dis-
cussions on student concerns,”
according to YCC Sustainabil-
ity Deputy Policy Director Jalen
Bradley ’27.

The YCC recently conducted
a to-go box survey that intends
to start a to-go program similar
to the Dartmouth Green-to-Go
program. Initiatives also include
more water stations in residen-
tial college entryways, dual-
flush toilets and napkins back on
dining hall tables.

After Yale Hospitality intro-
duced changes such as removing
all napkin holders from tables,
students have expressed concern
that they have been taking more
napkins than necessary.

“Napkins not being on tables
makes students want to grab
more napkins to accommodate
for themselves or even friends,”
Bradley said. “You can walk
around any dining hall and see
large wads of napkins at each
table...Sustainability in the din-
ing hall is a top concern for our
team as well, but there are other
methods to achieving it such as
standardizing composting prac-
tices across dining halls and
reducing food waste.”

Yale Hospitality has set a goal
to cut food waste by 20 percent
this year.

Contact EMILY KHYM at emily.
khym@yale.edu.
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“I think it's important, as a human being, to help others.”

JASON DERULO AMERICAN SINGER-SONGWRITER AND DANCER

Tenants unions to bargain with mega-landlord

MARIA AROZAME / ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR

Tenants unions from Ocean Management properties have collective bargaining meetings with Ocean head Mr. Aizenberg.

BY LILY BELLE POLING
STAFF REPORTER

The Lenox Street, Quinnip-
iac Avenue and State Street ten-
ants unions all have bargain-
ing meetings with Ocean head
Shmulik Aizenberg scheduled
for this week.

On Sept. 11, Ocean Manage-
ment agreed to meet and bar-
gain with tenants unions from
three of its properties just min-
utes before they were set to
begin protesting at the land-
lord’s office. In the same agree-
ment, Ocean tenants won just
cause eviction protection, which
will prevent Ocean Management
from evicting occupants without
citing a reason.

For the State Street Tenants
Union, this is the first time Ocean
has agreed to negotiate with them.
Lenox Street and Quinnipiac Ave-
nue unions will meet Ocean only
for the second time.

Tenants unions from Ocean’s
properties have been fighting
for collective bargaining rights
with their landlord for more than
two years and have a history of

securing their goals through
union advocacy.

“The leaders and members
who fought to win this agree-
ment are proving that, through
our union, we have the power to
change our own material con-
ditions,” CT Tenants Union
president Hannah Srajer told
the News. “While we’re con-
tinuing our push for Just Cause
legislation, we’re not waiting
around for policymakers. Ten-
ants deserve and demand bet-
ter, now: peace and stability,
rents we can afford, healthy liv-
ing environments and real power
and respect in our homes.”

Ocean Management did not
reply to request for comment.

In April 2022, the first ten-
ants union in Connecticut was
formed at Ocean’s 311 Blake
St. property. It was later offi-
cially recognized by the city in
November. Mayor Justin Elicker
signed an ordinance recogniz-
ing tenants’ rights to unionize in
September 2022.

According to Luke Melona-
kos-Harrison, vice president of
CT Tenants Union, the Blake Street

union was formed in the wake of
Ocean Management’s purchase
of the property in late 2021. Hav-
ing not been able to communicate
with Ocean during all of 2022, the
tenants decided to unionize, fear-
ing being kicked out of their apart -
ments without warning.

At this point, tenants were
paying month-to-month rent,
nobody was able to renew their
lease, and conditions at the
apartment complex were begin -
ning to worsen, Melonakos-Har-
rison said. He added that nobody
was able to get in touch with
Ocean Management.

After another half year of
silence from their landlord,
tenants at Blake Street began
receiving phone calls from Ocean
Managements’ office informing
them that their rent was going to
increase by 30 to 40 percent and
asking them to sign a new lease
agreeing to these terms.

“It was the moment that
everybody had been brac-
ing themselves for from when
[Ocean] first got there. A year
and a half later, it finally hap-
pened,” Melonakos-Harrison

said. “We really think that it was
the fact that the union had gone
public in April and then filed
with the city in November that
stalled those rent increases from
happening sooner.”

He speculated that Ocean
waited until June to raise rents
because a Connecticut state
statute deems landlords rais-
ing rent within six months of the
formation of a tenants union an
act of retaliation.

However, the union ensured
that all members responded to
this call by saying they would
only agree to negotiate as a group
— not individually. After a num-
ber of tenants said this, Ocean
stopped calling.

Meanwhile, tenants unions
around the state were beginning
to form, and in July 2023, CT
Tenants Union officially came
together as a coalition of tenants
unions around Connecticut.

After two meetings for nego-
tiations between the Blake Street
union and Ocean about rent
rates and tangible issues with
the property, 16 tenants came
home on Aug. 19 to notices to
quit due to lapse of time, mean-
ing they were being evicted sim-
ply because their leases were up.

Hundreds of protestors gathered
at City Hall and marched to Ocean’s
offices, demanding the landlord end
“union-busting evictions.” Sen-
ator Richard Blumenthal LAW ’73
and other city and state legislators
joined the protestors.

The very same day, tenants
at Ocean’s Quinnipiac Avenue
property officially filed their
union with the city, having orga-
nized in response to Ocean’s
failure to address complaints
regarding their building’s phys-
ical condition.

Two days later, Ocean agreed
to a three-month cooling-off
period with the Blake Street
union, which entailed not evict-
ing anyone for three months.

In November 2023, the Lenox
Street complex’s union was offi-
cially recognized by the city as
well. Lenox tenants were frus-
trated by poor living conditions
that weren’t being addressed by

Ocean, such as mold, leaks and
broken fixtures.

Months of negotiations later,
tenants from Blake Street and
Ocean Management finally
signed a deal in February 2024
agreeing to a rent increase of
about 10 percent for leases that
will last until 2026.

After unionizing in April
2022, Blake Street tenants were
able to keep their rent frozen for
two years. According to Mel-
onakos-Harrison, rent in New
Haven went up 30 percent over-
allin that time period.

Unionizing also allowed them
to negotiate for a much smaller
rent raise than Ocean originally
proposed. Lease agreements that
extend to 2026 secured rent pre-
dictability for two years.

In April, Ocean saw the for-
mation of a fourth tenants union
at its State Street property, for
similar reasons as the unions
from the other properties.

Lenox had a bargaining meet-
ing in May but didn’t secure an
agreement. Since, the union did
not have more meetings with
Ocean. Quinnipiac Avenue had
a similar situation in August,
and two of its tenants had been
issued notices to quit for lapse of
time at the end of July.

It was this failure to secure
follow-up meetings to continue
bargaining that sparked the plan
for a protest on Sept. 11, which
subsequently brought Ocean
back to the table.

Despite the fact that the Blake
Street Tenants Union success-
fully signed an agreement with
Ocean back in February, they
still face issues with their facil-
ities and struggle to get in con-
tact with their landlord.

“Ican’t even do basic necessi-
ties sometimes at home because
it’ll just break down and there’s
nobody to call,” Garrett Kimball,
a tenant at Blake Street said. “I
haven’t done laundry at home in
two months now.”

Ocean’s office is located at 101
Whitney Ave.

Contact LILY BELLE POLING at
lily.poling@yale.edu

Incarcerated hunger strikers call for Connecticut prison reform

BY MAIA NEHME
STAFF REPORTER

Two incarcerated men have par-
ticipated in a hunger strike for bet -
ter conditions in Connecticut pris-
ons for the past eight days.

Jacky Robinson Jr. and Cornel
Myers — both incarcerated at Mac-
Dougall-Walker Correctional Insti-
tution in Suffield, Conn. — have
refused food since Sept. 16. The
men’s demands include improved
medical treatment and mental
health services for prisoners, fewer
prisonlockdowns and shakedowns,
and increased communication
between prisoners and the outside
world. Robinson plans to continue
the strike until state Department
of Correction Commissioner Angel
Quiros provides him with a written
agreement to his demands.

“If I don’t continue, things
will just go back to how they
were,” Robinson said. “That’s
what continues to keep me mov-
ing forward... Even though we’re
in here for crimes we committed,
[we’re] still human. We don’t
deserve to be mistreated.”

Quiros did not respond to the
News’ request for comment about
a potential written agreement to
the hunger strikers’ demands.

Six men participated in the
hunger strike last Monday, with
a seventh man joining them on
the second day. But Robinson
said five of the men ended their
strikes prematurely because the
state Department of Correc-
tion threatened to move them
to different units. He noted that
the men were worried the DOC
would eventually place them on
medical suicide watch, cutting
off their communication with
the outside world.

DOC officials distributed
copies of the hunger strike pol-
icy to the strikers, Robinson
said. The policy states that if
multiple prisoners participate
in a hunger strike, they must be
separated, according to Robin-
son. The DOC did not respond to
a request for clarification about
its hunger strike policy.
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Two prisoners at MacDougall-Walker have refused to eat since Sept. 16, citing
flawed mental health treatment and excessive lockdowns at the facility.

segregation, he elected for the lat-
ter, Robinson said. Since Robinson
was the sole striker left in his unit,
he was allowed to remain there.
Robinson underscored the
physical toll the hunger strike has
taken on him and Myers. In the
first six days of the hunger strike,
Robinson’s weight dropped from
248 to 233.8 pounds. He has also
experienced muscle cramps and
fatigue, according to a TikTok
video he uploaded about the strike.
Myers was recently hospitalized
because of low blood sugar levels,
according to Robinson. Since the
men have not been able to com-
municate with each other, Rob-
inson does not know if Myers was
required to end his hunger strike.
In the 2009 Lantz v. Coleman
case, the Connecticut Superior
Court ruled that it is constitu-
tional for the DOC to force-feed
prisoners on hunger strikes.

Hunger strikers outline demands
for improved conditions
One of the strike’s main
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down each week, in which pris-
oners are confined to their cells
and have limited contact with the
outside world while DOC offi-
cials undergo training, according
to Robinson.

Criminal justice advocate
Barbara Fair said MacDou-
gall-Walker’s frequent lock-
downs may violate the PROTECT
Act, which was signed into law in
2022. The law prohibits the DOC
from imposing lockdowns for
more than a cumulative 24 hours
each month, and it mandates
four hours of recreational time
for prisoners per day.

“They’re just flagrantly dis-
obeying the law, but no one holds
them accountable,” Fair said.
“It’s never going to be enforced
from the top, so [the DOC]is just
violating the PROTECT Act in so
many ways. And so I guess guys
are just getting tired and fed up.”

The DOC did not respond to
the News’ request for comment
about the frequency of lock-

downs at MacDougall-Walker.
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fell backwards during a basket-
ball game. After the prisoner died,
DOC officials locked down the
facility for the rest of the evening
and the following day. Officials
also “shook down” all prison-
ers, a term that refers to thorough
searches of prisoners’ cells.

Frustrated about the facility’s
frequent lockdowns and shake-
downs, Robinson and five compan-
ions decided to launch the hunger
strike the next day, on Sept. 16.

The hunger strikers are also
calling for improved medical care
and, in particular, better mental
health treatment for prisoners.

Robinson said DOC officials
tend to focus on prisoners with
preexisting mental health con-
ditions and do not provide nec-
essary treatment for people who
develop mental health conditions
while they are imprisoned.

He emphasized that the facil-
ity’s frequent lockdowns nega-
tively impact prisoners’ mental
health. People in solitary confine-
ment are more likely to develop
anxiety, depression, suicidal
thoughts and psychosis.

“My heart really aches,
because they are supposed to give
us better treatment than this,”
Robinson said. “[DOC officials]
are responsible for our overall
mental health and medical care.”

The hunger strikers are also
urging the DOC to facilitate pris-
oners’ communication with the
outside world.

Prisoners are permitted to
send ten electronic messages and
complete six 15-minute phone
calls each day. However, weak
WiFi connections and frequent
tablet glitches mean that prison-
ers’ messages and calls often fail.

The demand for tablets far
exceeds supply, so prison-
ers with broken or malfunc-
tioning devices often wait up to
two months for a replacement,
according to Robinson.

The hunger strikers’ com-
munication-related demands
include an increased daily allow-
ance of electronic messages and
phone calls, quicker fixes for
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quantity and quality of food for
incarcerated people, an end to DOC
retaliation against prisoners who
speak out about poor prison con-
ditions, and the elimination of
over-sentencing and over-charging
practices in Connecticut.

Attorney DeVaughn Ward —
who has secured multiple set-
tlements in legal battles with the
DOC on behalf of people who
received inadequate medical care
in prison — was recently nomi-
nated as Connecticut’s interim
ombudsman. He assumed the role
Monday and has begun provid-
ing the state’s first independent
prison oversight in over a decade.

One of Ward’s top priorities in
his first week as ombudsman is
meeting with the hunger strik-
ers, CT Insider reported. Ward
declined to comment on his plan
for addressing the hunger strike.

Robinson participated in
another hunger strike from June
7 to 20, alongside James Daven-
port, who is also incarcerated at
MacDougall-Walker. The men
ended their strike after Robinson
met with a DOC representative
who promised to implement their
demands, including a mentorship
program for younger prisoners.

In the weeks after the June
strike ended, Robinson said, pris-
oners began receiving increased
medical and mental health
check-ups and were served more
nutritious food. But he said after
a few weeks, the DOC reverted
back to its status quo.

Robinson hopes that by secur-
ing a written agreement from
Quiros, he’ll prevent the DOC
from backtracking on its prom-
ises again.

The DOC did not respond to a
request for comment about Rob-
inson’s claim that the agency
failed to meet his demands from
the June hunger strike.

Last Tuesday, Quiros told CT
Insider he is committed to all
prisoners’ wellbeing.

“1f these individuals need
help, I will ensure that they
receive it,” he said.

MacDougall-Walker currently
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“My favorite thing about the success I've found is that I get to
share it with my family and the ones that I love.”
LINDSEY STIRLING, AMERICAN VIOLINIST AND SONGWRITER

Music groups, including YS0 and Glee Club, become classes

BY ORION KIM
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

For the first time in Yale’s his-
tory, undergraduate music ensem-
bles — the Yale Symphony Orches-
tra, Glee Club, Concert Band and
Jazz Ensemble — have attained
co-curricular status.

Students must still audition for
these groups, but these musical
commitments will appear on their
transcripts as zero-credit, pass-
fail classes.

This change was the result of a
determined effort led by the direc-
tors of the respective ensembles,
Associate Dean of the Arts Kate
Krier, Dean of Music José Garcia
Leén and many others. Accord-
ing to Director of University Bands
Thomas Duffy, this shift has been
discussed for nearly fifteen years
and has been implemented at
peer institutions such as Cornell,
Brown and UPenn.

“Our rehearsals and our con-
certs were being trumped by cur-
ricular classes,” said Duffy. “I've
worked for this for years to try to
get some status other than extra-
curricular for these ensembles.”

Director of YSO William
Boughton echoed Duffy’s frus-
tration with music groups’ lack of
curricular status and pointed to
the hourly commitment.

According to Boughton,
rehearsals can take 28 to 30 hours
a month, and student musicians
spend many hours outside of this
allotted time practicing alone.

“It’s probably a greater com-
mitment than almost any class,”
said Boughton.

Yale Concert Band Presi-
dent Ana Rodrigues ’25 recalled
instances in which academic com-
mitments and musical engage-
ments clashed.

Some members had to miss
entire concerts due to midterms or
class-related conflicts. Addition-
ally, some students were ineligible
to receive make-up exams because
Yale’s academic regulations do not
excuse absences that aren’t related
toan athletic competition or amed-
ically incapacitated circumstance.

Until last year, undergraduate
music directors demanded that
musicians receive the same protec-
tions as college athletes — the abil -
ity to reschedule exams in the case
of an ensemble conflict.

When Duffy mentioned these
frustrations and concerns to Dean
of Yale College Pericles Lewis, the
Dean’s office proposed granting
music groups co-curricular status.

According toKrier, the new system
not only prevents scheduling con-
flicts with rehearsals and concerts but
also allows students to receive recog-
nition on their transcripts for these
musical involvements.

Wayne Escoffery, the director
of the Jazz Ensemble, added that
the change reinforces students’
commitment to their ensemble
responsibilities. In some instances,
attendance is weighed more heav-
ily after this change. YSO members
now have to swipe in before every
rehearsal, whereas before a student
manager recorded attendance.

“It sends a strong message that
performance ensembles ... are a
vital and legitimate component of
the learning experience at Yale,”
Escoffery said.

Boughton said the transcript
recognition will benefit students
in various ways. Now that these
commitments are visible on stu-
dents’ transcripts, it is easier for
music directors to write recom-
mendations for future scholar-
ships and fellowships.

YSO President Keeley Brooks 25
added that recommendation letters
will carry more weight since ensem-
ble directors are officially recognized
as professors of the course.

Some students told the News
that little has changed in terms of
their music experience, but oth-
ers have expressed concerns about
attendance and expectations.

While Brooks said that the atti-
tude towards attendance has got-
ten “stricter,)” she clarified that
the attendance policy remains
unchanged. Students are allowed
two unexcused absences and may
be excused for a variety of reasons.

Section cellist Christian
Phanhthourath ’28 expressed
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Starting this academic year, participation in these music groups will count as a zero-credit class.

concern about his YSO atten-
dance due to a class that ends
at the same time YSO begins.
Although he stated that he would
demonstrate the same level of
commitment regardless of class
status, he said he is worried
now that the possibility of being
late to rehearsal can potentially
affect his grade.

Duffy said that this change
emphasizes the importance of
communication, as well as rein-
forces existing expectations.

“The immediate reaction
last year before people under-
stood [the change] was, ‘So now
we have to come to all the band
rehearsals?’” said Duffy. “You
always had to come to all the
band rehearsals.”

Rodrigues pointed out that, from
a musician’s perspective, the level
of dedication remains the same. “In
many of our eyes, band has always
been something a little more than
extracurricular,” she said.

Additionally, members
expressed concern about how
this shift would affect the stu-

dent culture of ensembles. While
YCB and YGC member Alliese
Bonner '27 acknowledged these
concerns, she said that this shift
was “more of a change on paper”
and anticipates for traditions,
such as tap nights and group
meals, to continue.

Some students have faced
inconveniences with the new
co-curricular arrangement, par-
ticularly when registering for
these classes.

Aaron Parr ’28, a first-chair
trombonist in the Jazz Ensemble,
said that he encountered issues
with course registration. He
wasn’t officially added until after
the add-drop deadline, which
caused him stress.

“It seems like people are still
getting acquainted with [the new
structure],” Parr said.

Though adapting to the shift
might take time, students agreed
that the new status will leave a
positive impact on music at Yale.
Many students are drawn to Yale
for its exceptional music scene,
and the directors hope that

this change will lead to greater
awareness and participation in
music groups.

Jared Wyetzner 27, a phys-
ics major and a trumpet player
in both band ensembles, was as
attracted to Yale’s robust music
offerings as he was to its phys-
ics department.

“Tappreciate the movement for
[co-curricular classes] because
it really emphasizes that music
isn’t just a hobby; it’s a discipline
just as much as any other taught
here,” Wyetzner said.

While Bonner pursues music as
amajor, she too finds importance
in Yale’s liberal arts approach
to musical offerings. She added
that the university’s connection
to the School of Music drew her
in as an applicant.

These ensembles are offered
alongside Yale’s performance
courses for credit, which include
chamber music and musical the-
ater classes.

Contact ORION KIM at
orion.kim@yale.edu

Tian Hsu "26 reinvents the ruins of antiquity

BY KAMINI PURUSHOTHAMAN
STAFF REPORTER

On Saturday, Sept. 20, guests
filled The Table and Gallery, sip-
ping on signature cocktails and tast -
ing hors d’oeuvres while admiring
the black-and-white depictions of
ancient ruins that surrounded them.

The opening reception came alive
with visuals created by Tian Hsu '26.
Evoking various stages of antiquity,
the exhibition included elements of
Pompeii and the Agora of Athens,
Christian iconography and other
classical motifs.

The works were inspirations
spurred from a summer trip to
Greece, said Hsu. The exhibition has
been up since Sept. 16.

“I was very taken aback by all
the classical architecture — namely
the ruins,” said Hsu. “There’s a sort
of fascination and perverse plea-
sure tourists take in ruins, and I was
very intrigued about what the role of
classical architecture is today?”

Hsu’s art encompasses sculpture,
graphic design and videography
among other mediums. A mechan-
ical engineering and architecture
double major, Hsu infuses her work
across the artistic disciplines with
pragmatism and exactness.

Through her study of architec-
ture, Hsu was left wondering about
her own standing in the architectural
timeline. What resulted was a series
of traditional charcoal sketches,
contemporary digital renderings and
even a projection of classical ruins.

Taking inspiration from Chinese
mountain ink brush paintings, Hsu
looked to capture artistic elements
such as the foreground, background,
shade and value.

In “Veil of Vestiges” — which gave
the exhibition its name — Hsu used
charcoal to depict the ruins. In the
background, the viewer finds hands
pulling back a veil to reveal these
ancient structures.

Another piece shows Hsu sketch-
ing plaster cast recreations of the orig-
inal Parthenon sculptures — whose
real counterparts are now housed in
the British Museum. This technique
of representation within represen-
tation, called mise en abyme, adds
another degree of separation — aveil —
between the viewer and the sculptures.

The Table and Gallery is owned
and run by Sonal Soveni, who
opened it in August 2023. As its
name indicates, the space is not only
arestaurant, but also functions as a
local artspace and cafe. When work-
ing with artists, Soveni said that
she works with artists to tell a story
through food and space.

Throughout the summer, Soveni
communicated with Hsu to bring the
story of the ruins to life. As Hsu cre-
ated pieces, the two considered how
best to display them in the gallery

KAMINI PUROSHOTHAMAN / CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Hsu's exhibition, which features recreations and reimaginings of ruins she saw on a summer trip to Greece, opened on Sept.
16 and was followed by an opening reception on Sept. 20.

space. Most of the pieceshang on the
walls of the gallery, but one rests on
an easel and another was projected
onto the wall during the opening.

“It’s not just showcasing the
work, but it’s showcasing what
influenced them [the artists], what
inspired them, what motivated
them,” said Soveni. “Then we merge
that with food, which is a universal
love language;’ she added, gesturing
toalarge table in the gallery.

Indeed, Hsu’s opening recep-
tion served beverages customized to

reflect her artistic vision. The event
had two signature drinks, aptly
named “Vestige” and “Mirage.”

The former was a gin-based cock-
tail-mocktail that featured dried fig,
honey-ginger, elderflower and tonic.
The latter was a spiced apple martini
with earl gray. Soveni said she chose
theingredients carefully, noting that
“Mirage” is a delicate purple drink
incongruous with the sharp kick
provided by the ginger.

Hsuadded that the drinks’ ingre-
dients reflect elements of both her

British nationality and Chinese
heritage. In addition to the bever-
ages, Hsu worked with Soveni to
design a custom tasting menu based
on her background.

“Sunal [Soveni] and I care a lot
about the culture and meaning of
different places that have shaped us,”
said Hsu. Sothe menurepresents the
merging of the many different places
that we’ve been touched by

Going forward, Soveni said she
hopes to connect New Haven and
Yale talent so that both the space
and artists can collaborate to grow
and expand their careers.

Irene Kim ’26, one of the exhi-
bition’s attendees and a friend of
Hsu, said that her favorite piece
was “Internal Conflict,” a print of a
sketch Hsu drew on her iPad during
atrip from New York to London.

The work shows a layered city-
scape with structures like columns
and pediments reminiscent of Gre-
co-Roman architecture. Surround-
ing this classical scene appears a
construction site with a tipper truck
holding a Christian cross, alluding to
the ever-present potential of losing
the ancient in our historical memory.

“I was just feverishly scribbling
away, and it took me the whole
flight plus the immigration to fin-
ish,” said Hsu.

She estimated that the intri-
cate piece took 10 hours to cre-
ate. Beneath it is a caption listing
all of the architectural references,
from the Parthenon to Big Ben, that
inspired her to create reinventions of
these ruins.

Kim lauded Hsu’s atten-
tion-to-detail, mentioning the
artist’s conceptual creativity and
technical skill.

“Tian (Hsu) spends a lot of time
thinking about the historical archi-
tecture of the place she’s at in any
given moment — whether it’s Yale or
her hometown,” said Kim. “It was so
cool to see snapshots of her [Hsu’s]
reflections from her travels come to
life through her exhibition”

Hsu’s exhibition runs through
Dec.16 at The Table & Gallery, which
islocated at 1209 Chapel St.

Contact
KAMINI PURUSHOTHAMAN at
kamini.purushothaman@yale.edu.
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“Fiction is the truth inside the lie.”
STEPHEN KING AMERICAN AUTHOR

CT Board of Ed. recommends cell phone restrictions in publie sehools

BY FAREED SALMON & SABRINA THALER
STAFFREPORTER & CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

As public school students return
to school in New Haven, they will
be met with some new rules around
their cell phone use.

On Aug. 21, the Connecticut State
Board of Education approved a new
recommendation for Connecticut
public schools: cell phones should
not be used at all during the school
day of elementary and middle school
students, while cell phone use in high
schools should be limited.

However, as students begin to get
used to the new normal in schools,
the opinions of students, educators,
parents and medical professionals
highlight just how complex reactions
are to the cell phone ban.

“T think to me as a parent and
an educator, the recommendation
sounds like it is aligned develop-
mentally and it encourages social
interaction, while also giving some
flexibility at older ages,” Mira Debs
GRD 16, lecturer in the sociology
department and director of under-
graduate studies of the Education
Studies Program, said. “However,
I can’t speak for all parents or stu-
dents, for there are various experi-
ences that provide a different per-
spective to this recommendation.”

The scientific basis for the cell-
phonebanrecommendation

According to Xi Chen,
professor of health

policy at the School of Public Health,
cell phones have led to reduced cog-
nitive capacity, as students are now
more likely to just use areadily avail -
able information source without
relying on their cognitive abilities.
Cell phones have also led to sleep
deprivation asbluelight from phones
disrupts the normal circadian cycle,
and social media has its litany of
mental health consequences, from
intense feelings of isolation and stress
toself-harm.

However, when it comes to stu-
dents, the dangers of cell phones
listed above are only exacerbated and
can impair the learning experience in
the classroom. And even if they are
not actively using it but can see their
phone, they can still get distracted,
according to Ada Fenick, professor of
pediatrics at the School of Medicine.

“So if you’re feeling like you're
constantly having to look at your
phone, your attention span for your
schoolwork is definitely lowered
because you’re constantly going back
to check;” Fenick told the News.

Cell phones have also been shown
to increase cyberbullying in school,
which is associated with feelings of
depression and self-harm, accord-
ing to Fenick. This is especially true
when cyberbullying can now be done
at a distance by anyone and posts on
social media can be permanent.

Additionally, outside the class-

room, cell phones have been
shown to reduce the
social-emotional

ERIKA HENRIQUEZ

The board's recommendation of limited cell phone use in schools have sparked con-
versations about how to best support student learning.

skills of students. According to Chen,
students are more likely to develop
social isolation as they spend more
time on the screen and do not learn
how to talk to their peers, which has
avariety of negative effects.

“We know that face-to-face
communication between children
is best because human society is
built on face-to-face interaction,”
Chen said. “But cell phones and
online communication crowd out
their valuable time to engage with
their peer students. There’s even
some evidence that brain develop-
ment can be affected as the import-
ant skills of communication and
creativity aren’t engaged”

According to Debs, the COVID-
19 pandemic provided the opportu-
nity for students to have unlimited
access to their cell phones because
they were home all the time. Com-
ing back to school made the issues
of cell phones in the classroom that
much clearer to educators.

Bullying, lack of communication
skills and reduced attention span
are not anything new in schools, but
cell phones exacerbate these issues.
According to some teachers, the
lack of cell phones has created great
changes in the classroom.

“The reports that have come out
from schools that have implemented
aban is that it makes teachers’ work
so much easier. They feel like they
have more positive interactions with
students, creating a very positive
impact on the school climate overall”
Debs told the News.

Community reactions for and
against phonerestrictions

Some New Haven students,
however, are skeptical about how
cell phone restrictions would be
effectively implemented and won-
der how restrictions could still pri-
oritize students’ rights.

Jonaily Colén, a junior at New
Haven’s High School in the Com-
munity, or HSC, serves as a student
representative on the New Haven
Board of Education. She says she is
comfortable with cell phones being
restricted, agreeing they can stifle
engagement in the classroom, but
feels students should be able to access
them when they need to, especially to

communicate with family or manage
emergency situations.

“In case of a Code Red or anything
like that, say we have our phone in a
Yondr pouch, you can’t text anyone,’
she said.

In August, the New Haven Inde-
pendent reported that Barnard Envi-
ronmental Magnet School and Troup
School are spearheading the use of
Yondr pouches, magnetic lockboxes
that prevent cell phone usage inside a
designated “phone-free space.”

Colon hasn’t yet witnessed any
effort to restrict cell phone use in
HSC, but her peers have heard about
the Yondr pouches from students at
other schools. Col6én understands
that a teacher’s reprimand is often
not enough to discourage students
from using phones, but her peers
have objections to forcible restric-
tion. She imagines that an enforced
cell phone regulation would provoke
major complaints about students’
right to their own property.

“A lot of people are like, ‘They’re
not taking my phone away fromme,”
Colén recalled. “‘Ibought it and I'm
going touseit’”

According to Seth Zimmerman,
amember of the Connecticut Board
of Education and professor at the
School of Management, the issue
of parent-student communication
during schoolis a salient one.

He believes that as schools and
districts implement cell phone
restrictions, they also have a role to
play in addressing parents’ concerns
about how toreach their children.

“District leaders who have suc-
cessfully implemented these poli-
cies talk about how it was important
to be sure that parents knew how to
get in touch with their kids without
calling or texting their cell phones,
usually by calling the school office;”
Zimmerman wrote in an email to the
News. “It’s of course also important
for schools to make sure they have
procedures in place that work. When
aparent calls the school office, some-
one hasto pick up the phone”

Cell phone ban may miss bigger
issues

Other New Haven Public
Schools students believe that cell
phone usage is just one of a host

of problems that interfere with
student engagement.

John Carlos Musser, a senior
at Wilbur Cross High School and
another student representative on
the New Haven Board of Education,
explained that infrastructure, men-
tal health and staffing issues are part
of the reason students are so inclined
toturnto distractions. He thinks pol-
icymakers should focus on address-
ing those issues while they discour-
age cell phone use.

According to Musser, the library
and music wing at Wilbur Cross
have been shut down due to mold,
and the ceiling of a classroom caved
in during his sophomore year. Over
the course of his first three years of
high school, six of his teachers have
gone on leave or formally left the
school, leaving substitute teachers
tolead classrooms.

“Ifeellike there’s a constant theme
where we put a lot of blame on stu-
dents;” Musser said. “We blame stu-
dents forlack of engagement by going
on their phones. But I think there’s
other things institutionally that need
to be faced and money needs to be
spent on, rather than pouches””

Musser agreed that a cell phone
ban would be appropriate for ele-
mentary and middle school students,
but highlighted the ways technology
can also benefit students’ learning,
especially in high school settings.

He noted that, because of dwin-
dling support from the COVID-era
Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief Fund, some stu-
dents arelosing access to school-pro-
vided computers.

“The way our assignments are
given now, a lot of it is dependent on
technology;” Musser said. “And for
some kids, the only form of technol-
ogy they have, because COVID relief
money is no longer coming around
and they’re not receiving computers,
istheir phone”

Connecticut is among 14
states that have recommended or
enforced cell phone bans in their
public schools.

Contact FAREED SALMON
at fareed.salmon@yale.edu and
SABRINATHALER
at sabrina.thaler@yale.edu.

Welcome to the club: the psyehology behind initiation rituals

BY CHRYSIE ALEXIOU & Z0E BEKETOVA
CONTRIBUTING REPORTERS

You may have seen groups
in the past few days leap-frog-
ging over each other, being led
blindfolded around campus or
running up the Lanman-Wright
stairs chanting someone’s name.
The question arises: why? Why
do students do these rituals at
all, let alone in public?

The psychology behind such
initiations has been thoroughly
researched, with these rituals act-
ing as an official acceptance into a
group that humans naturally desire.

“It’s not enough just to be
here [at Yale] with everybody
else,” John Bargh, Yale profes-
sor of psychology and cogni-
tive science, said. “You also have
to have something that sepa-
rates you and makes you a little
unique and different, too. And I
think that’s the lure.”

People naturally desire to be
included in a group. Bargh’s Intro-
duction to Social Psychology class
teaches this as social identity the-
ory, which aims to understand
why individuals are interested in
group identities and the meaning
of groups to humans.

Social identity theory explains
that group belonging provides
a unique feeling that can be
described as “exclusive inclusion”
— inclusion in something special.

According to Bargh, this is
founded on the “twin pressures
of sharing an identity, and at the
same time, we want to be a little
different and a little unique.”

Social identity theory therefore
explains that the shared identity
of ‘Yalie’ is too broad — everyone
on campus shares this label. The
sense of belonging to Yale isn’t as
strong on campus as it would be if
three Yalies met at a bar in Alaska.
There, being a Yalie would be a
unique group identity compared
to everyone else.

Being part of a group that has
some degree of exclusivity makes
people feel both included and
special. Therefore, students join
societies, sports groups and Greek

Life — these provide a group iden-
tity while remaining exclusive.

Initiations deepen loyalty and
commitment to the group. This is
due to cognitive dissonance — the
focus of much of Bargh’s work — the
phenomenon of behaving in ways
that don’t align with your beliefs.

However, some students told the
News they found rushing and initi-
ation processes overwhelming and
felt guilt-tripped.

To reconcile such contradict-
ing attitudes to initiation practices,
individuals often magnify their
desire to be a part of a certain group
tojustify the tasks they are doing. In
this way, loyalty and commitment to
the group is enhanced.

“If you put up with whatever it
was and now you’re on the other
side of it, well, then you really must
have wanted to be amember of this
group,” Bargh explained. “Why
else would you have gone through
this initiation?”

Initiations used to focus on
humiliation to deepen loyalty and
commitment — think hazing —
where going through embarrassing
or painful tasks deepened a student’s
commitment to the group. Bargh
explained that psychologically, the
more extreme the initiation, the
more the individual will believe that
they want to be part of the group.

Yale has a difficult history with
these extreme initiation rituals. Yet,
not all initiations push Yale’s hazing
and initiation rules of no humiliation
or alcohol.

The students the News spoke to
seem to enjoy their initiations and
wish to remain a part of the group
for fun rather than because they
feel forced.

“Tap night was very fun, they
had first sent me a very cryp-
tic email,” Sam Vargas 28, a
member of the Mixed Company
Of Yale a cappella group, said.
“They handed me a huge tro-
phy-looking thing filled with a
mystery liquid, and then I had to
spin it on my head.”

Vargas said that the mys-
tery liquid was, in fact, Gatorade.
Another a cappella member con-
firmed that it was announced that

everyone had to be 21 or over to
drink alcohol.

Bargh believes that severe initi-
ations are not necessary for people
to bond in student groups “when
they want to be in them anyway.”

He told the News that when
positive experiences are shared
amongst peers, the good feelings
are felt more intensely.

Students initiated into a cap-
pella groups agreed with this, and
told the News that they could see

how easily societies become fam-
ily-like in their closeness. This is
partly thanks to all the time they
spend together, with events such
as out-of-state retreats.

“It was special and cool to be
finally introduced to a big group,”
Nate Stein '28, member of Yale Glee
Club and The Spizzwinks, said.

His initiation involved a similar
situation to Vargas — a chalice full
of Sprite, singing and pizza in the
Branford College courtyard.

Some initiation rituals have
now become a social experi-
ence, helping Yalies form close
friendships rather than scarring
students or subjecting them to
humiliating drinking challenges.

The legal drinking age in Con-
necticut is 21.

Contact CHRYSIE ALEXIOU at
chrysie.alexiou@yale.edu and ZOE
BEKETOVA at
zoe.beketova@yale.edu.

JESSAI FLORES

Initiation season, and the screaming frosh that come with it, have started. The News dived into the psychology behind it.
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“For aspiring actors out there, I would say stay focused and don’t let anyone pull you away, from

vour goals. Shoot for the stars so that if you ever fall short you can land on the clouds.”

RYAN GUZMAN AMERICAN ACTOR

Drake’s “OVO” clothing brand launches Yale merchandise

The Yale Bookstore and October’s Very Own are selling Yale-licensed apparel.

BY LILY BELLE POLING
STAFFREPORTER

Drake’s clothing brand,
October’s Very Own, recently
launched a Yale-themed collec-
tion, which is available for pur-
chase in-store at the Yale Book-
store and online at the October’s
Very Own website.

Of the four items in the collec-
tion, the “Campus Varsity Jacket”
is the most expensive, retailing
for $678. A “Campus T-shirt” and
“Campus Sportcap” go for $68
each — the least expensive of the
OVO pieces.

“Drake is all about hip-hop,
and the kids love hip-hop, so it’s
really catering to the aesthetic
that the kids are looking for: over-
sized, urban flair, eye-catchy,’
Deron Michael, general merchan-
dising manager at the Yale Book-
store, said.

Michael said the collaboration
was facilitated by Barnes and Noble
College, a company that oper-
ates campus bookstores nation-
wide, including Yale’s bookstore.
Although the OVO collection is not
available for purchase on the book-
store’s website, which is also oper-
ated by Barnes and Noble, it has

been advertised online, as well as on
the bookstore’s Instagram page.

Despite the price, Michael said
the collection has been “very popu-
lar” and is “definitely catching on”
He said the bookstore has sold one
jacket, “some” hoodies and “a cou-
ple of” shirts, since it launched the
OVO pieces on Sept. 20.

“Like any other other expen-
sive brands we have as well, nothing
goes off the shelves, but it’s catch-
ing eyes, and the pieces that he cre-
ated are eye-catching and really
nice,” Michael said. “There’s one
letter jacket, which is really cool
because we’ve always wanted a var-

SAMAD HAKANI / PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

sity jacket, so it’s nice that he put
one together”

Neither October’s Very Own nor
Barnes and Noble College could be
reached for comment.

Earlier this year, the Canadian rap-
per and singer got into an internet rap
beef with the acclaimed American
artist Kendrick Lamar. Both artists
released diss tracks directed against the
other, including Drake’s “Family Mat -
ters” and Lamar’s “Not Like Us”

Drake has previously referenced
Yale in his 2011 track, “Make Me
Proud;” which features Nicki Minaj.
Other rappers, such as Kanye West
and Ken Carson, have also mentioned

Yale in their songs. Yale is the only Ivy
League school with October’s Very
Own merchandise.

Paul Murawski, director of Yale’s
department of marketing and trade-
mark licensing, confirmed that his
office authorized October’s Very Own
touse the Yale logo for its products.

Matt Letourneau ’27, who is a
campus manager for the merchan-
dise company Fresh Prints, expects
the OVO collection to appeal more to
alumni than to students. He was not
sure he would purchase any of the
items given the high price point.

“T think that it’s good for Yale’s
brand to appeal to pop culture like
that,” Letourneau said. “I think it’s a
smart step for Yale because it offers
a reputable designer that they know
people are going to like here at school”

October’s Very Own launched sim-
ilar collections for Stanford University,
the University of Cambridge, the Uni-
versity of Toronto and the University
of Western Ontario. However, none of
these other schools have Barnes and
Noble bookstores, according to the
Barnes and Noble College website.

While the Yale bookstore received
OVO merchandise to sell on the
floor, other schools have received
licensed apparel from Travis Scott’s
clothing brand.

In April, Scott released the “Jack
Goes Back to College” collection for
28 college campuses. Scott’s collection
features a wider range of options than
Drake’s, including T-shirts, crewnecks,
hoodies, shorts, sweatpants, backpacks
and hats, priced from $68 to $160.

Like the OVO apparel, Scott’s col-
lection was available at Barnes and
Noble locations at the participating
colleges’ campuses. It is also for sale on
the Travis Scott website.

Scott’s brand did not create apparel
for any Ivy League Schools.

The “Campus Varsity Jacket” and
the “Campus Fleece Hoodie” in the
OVO University of Western Ontario
collection are sold out online.

Contact LILY BELLE POLING at
lily.poling@yale.edu.

NHPY, unions call for return to in-house custodial work

BY ZACHARY SURI
STAFF REPORTER

When Alder Frank Redente Jr. was
growing up in New Havenin the 1980s,
he said there were four practical career
paths for New Haven Public Schools
graduates without a college degree —
police department, fire department,
public works and school custodians.

“Systematically, over the last 25
years, we’ve destroyed all these good
union jobs,” Redente told the News.

The future of custodian jobs in
the school system was the subject of
a recent Board of Alders Education
Committee meeting at city hall.

At the contentious hearing on
Wednesday evening, Madeline
Negron, superintendent of the school
system, presented the district’s plan
to address decades of deferred main-
tenance, which includes rehiring
in-house union trades positions pri-
vatizedin2009.

Representatives from the cus-
todial workers union and teachers
union, along with parents, teachers
and custodians themselves, echoed
these calls and demanded an end to
the privatization of custodial man-
agement altogether.

Tom DeLucia, president of Local
287 — the union representing the cus-
todial workers who remained after the
2009 privatization — told the com-
mittee that privatization is responsible
for the lack of action on many mainte-
nance issues.

The vast majority of the dis-
trict’s 58 buildings are well past their
industry-standard expected lifes-
pan, Negron told the committee. The
cost of emergency repairs for deferred
maintenance has become so high that
preventative maintenance is “nearly
impossible” with current funding and
staffing levels, Michael Carter, interim
chief operating officer of New Haven
Public Schools, said.

Over 4,000 work orders were
entered between March 1, 2023, and
Sept. 19,2024, according to the dis-
trict’s presentation at the hearing.
The highest demand categories are
HVAC repairs, carpentry, electrical
work and plumbing.

In the last school year, New Haven
Public Schools spent a total of $58,500
onmold testing and remediation. One
month into the new school year, the
district has already spent $164,000 on
remediation and testing.

Redente, who also serves as a youth
development coordinator at Fair

Haven School, described teachers at
the school having to cut rulers to create
makeshift locks for broken bathroom
stall doors.

In 2009, amidst budget shortfalls,
the district cut the number of custodi-
ans and tradespeople from 154 to 100,
hiring a series of outside contractors to
manage custodial work and repairs.

The district would like to hire 33
additional trades positions, but NHPS
does not have the funds, Carter told
the committee. That would more than
quadruple the number of currently
available trades positions.

Negron also raised the possibility of
school consolidation and closure. She
requested additional funds from the
city to support repairs and hiring.

“We must adapt to the needs of
the community in order to deliver the
education we know all of our students
deserve,” Negron said. “Substantial
new investment will be required”

Negron advocated a new capi-
tal projects plan similar to the bil-
lion-dollar state-city bond proj-
ect in the late 1990s. This time
though, Negron emphasized the
importance of including funds for
preventative maintenance.

She placed most of the responsibil -
ity for the maintenance crisis on past
district leadership and lack of fund-
ing. The district is facing a “fiscal cliff”
as no additional funding seems to be
forthcoming from the city, state or fed-
eral government, she said.

“Nobody at this table is respon-
sible for this situation,” she told
the committee.

Salvatore Punzo, committee chair-
man and former New Haven Public
Schools principal, praised the system
before the positions were privatized
and advocated for returning custodial
and trades positions in-house.

DeLucia praised the district’s plan
but took issue with their description
of the staffing crisis. The district has
been short more than adozen custodial
workers for years, he told the commit -
tee. Currently, 17 positions are vacant.

DeLucia blamed privatization, spe-
cifically ABM, the custodial manage-
ment company that the school sys-
tem contracts to manage the district’s
facilities. The union placed flyers in
the chambers condemning ABM as
“Awfully Bad Management” and call-
ing for the district to end its contract
with ABM and return the positions to
Local 287.

“Private companies have
destroyed New Haven,” he told the
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New Haven Public Schools officials called for the city to invest in in-house tradespeople. Union representatives, custodians and
teachers demand an end to privatization altogether.

committee. “They have destroyed
good jobs”

DeLucia told the committee that
temporary ABM employees do not take
“pride” in their work and do not “care”
about New Haven Public Schools stu-
dents the way his members do. ABM
consistently fails to fulfill supply
orders from building managers, leav-
ing schools with little toilet paper, paper
towels and cleaning supplies, he said.

Some work orders have languished
in the system for seven to eight years,
Dennis Darnell, vice president of Local
287, told the committee.

“At some point before something
seriously goes wrong, these things
need to get fixed,” he said.

Jamar Alleyne, director of facili-
ties for ABM, defended the company’s
work to the committee, blaming sup-
ply issues on city contracting delays
and thelack of a district warehouse.

Faced with alack of funds, the com-
pany is forced to concentrate on main-
tenance emergencies that directly
threaten student health and safety, he
said. Alleyne also promised to work

closely with Local 287 to address com-
munications issues between the union
and ABM management.

DeLucia told the committee that
privatization prevents his members
from being able to work their way into
higher-paid management positions,
which are held by ABM employees.

At least three other custodians reit-
erated these concerns about ABM
management. Teachers from across
the district, including Leslie Blatteau
’97 GRD ’07, president of the New
Haven Federation of Teachers, also
spoke in support of their custodians.

Privatization, DeLucia said, had not
only failed to provide the necessary
maintenance but had failed to save the
district money.

“I remember the days where we
had our own in-house based guys ...
they fixed that thing the same day, no
work orders, no complicated calls out -
side the building;” Redente, who has
worked within the public school sys-
tem for over 30 years, said. “So to bring
in a private company from another
town or another state and put them in

charge of a building just doesn’t make
sense tome.”

Alder Sarah Miller '03 expressed
frustration that the district’s plan is
dependent on funding that can only
be raised in a year with the upcoming
state legislative session. The district’s
presentation constituted “pieces of a
plan,’ she said.

While she expressed general sup-
port for the union and district’s pro-
posal to reverse privatization, she
expressed concern that the district did
not have a plan to address immediate
health and safety concerns.

“I'm ... not satisfied that we have
a humane strategy that any kid, that
any family would be comfortable
with,” she said. “I didn’t really hear a
plan for making sure that everybody
hastoilet paper.”

The Board of Alders Education
Committee meets on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at
6:00 p.m.

Contact ZACHARY SURI at
zachary.suri@yale.edu.
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“When you're doing what you love, it's not exhausting at all,

BILLY PORTER AMERICAN ACTOR AND SINGER

actually. It's completely empowering and exhilarating.”

Yale-NUS community reacts to school closure

ALYSSA JHINGREE
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

As the Yale-NUS community
grapples with the closure of the
college at the end of this academic
year, administrators and alumni
paint a picture of loss, reflection
and its enduring legacy.

Yale-NUS opened in 2013 as a
partnership between Yale and the
National University of Singapore.
In July 2021, NUS President Tan
Eng Chye GRD ’89 announced that
Yale-NUS College would merge
with the NUS University Scholars
Programme, an existing interdisci-
plinary initiative, and be renamed
“New College.” Yale’s name will be
removed from the institution.

President of Yale-NUS Joanne
Roberts acknowledged the signifi-
cance of this decision, reflecting on
the impact Yale-NUS has had on
the academic landscape. Alumni
like April Hu ’84 and Kyle Kegang
Wang ’85, who have been actively
involved in discussions surround-
ing the closure, are navigating
the emotions tied to the end of an
institution that has played a pivotal
role in their educational journeys.

“Why did the closure of Yale-
NUS college happen?” Hu said. “It
could be a breakdown of commu-
nication of shared vision or some-
thing else, but instead of look-
ing backwards, I think we should
move forward and sincerely sup-
port more global collaborations
between the world’s finest aca-
demic institutions.”

The original affiliation between
Yale and NUS allowed either party
to withdraw from the collaboration
in 2025. The school also frequently
came under scrutiny for issues of
free expression since its creation.

Roberts, the Yale-NUS presi-
dent, reflected on the impact and
legacy of Yale-NUS, highlighting
the college’s achievements since
welcoming its first class in 2013.

She emphasized the college’s
significant contributions to the
academic landscape, noting that
Yale-NUS graduates have excelled
in diverse fields such as astronomy,
international policy, technology
and public health, among others.

Roberts also underscored the
efforts to share Yale-NUS’ edu-
cational model globally, includ-
ing organizing a symposium in
January 2024 and participat-
ing in international conferences.

She pointed out that the new
NUS College, or NUSC, formed
in part through the contributions
of Yale-NUS leadership and com-
munity members, draws heav-
ily on the curriculum and experi-
ences developed at Yale-NUS.

“There is great interest in
strengthening and deepening lib-
eral arts and sciences education
in Singapore, and this interest will
undoubtedly continue in the years
to come,’ she said.

Wang said that the initial agree-
ment between Yale and the Singa-
porean government involved sig-
nificant financial commitments
from the Singaporean govern-
ment, who primarily funded the
institution, without clear long-
term benefits to the local economy.
He pointed out that Yale-NUS’
model of admitting a large num-
ber of international students who
often left after graduation did not
align with the goal of contributing
to Singapore’s workforce.

“Every cost had to be paid by
Singaporeans, locals and the Sin-
gaporean government,” Wang said.
“Then they had the quota to edu-
cate students from outside, then
after those students are educated,
they leave. This didn’t help bene-
fit or contribute to the Singaporean
economy in terms of workforce”

Wang added that although
the college faced challenges, it
remained a valuable educational
experiment that showcased Yale’s
commitment to high standards and
cultural exchange.

Yale College Dean Pericles
Lewis, who is also Yale-NUS’
founding president, voiced his dis-
appointment over Yale-NUS'’ clo-
sure and emphasized Yale’s com-
mitment to the school.

“Yale was fully committed to the
partnership and was happy to keep
doing it for five, 10 more years,”
Lewis said. “I worked very hard
to try and negotiate a continua-
tion. It was a unilateral decision on

the part of NUS ... We were disap-
pointed because we were hoping to
continue the partnership.”

Lewis did not support the dis-
solution of the school when it was
announced in 2021. Regarding why
Yale-NUS closed, Lewis told the
News that NUS and “maybe Sin-
gapore in general” wanted more
direct control of the program.

On adapting to the end of the
partnership, Lewis explained that
Yale is actively working to increase
its options.

“We are trying to expand our
study abroad programs for our
undergraduates,” Lewis said. “It’s
become much harder to create a
bricks-and-mortar campus, so
we now rely a lot more on partner-
ships where our students will travel
to another university, but we won’t
be involved in the governance in
the same way.”

Reflecting on the college’s leg-
acy, Roberts mentioned several
community-led projects, such as

the Yale-NUS Legacy website and
upcoming commemorative events,
which aim to celebrate and docu-
ment the college’s history.

She expressed pride in the
enduring network of Yale-NUS
alumni, who continue to build
lasting bonds and keep the spirit of
the college alive through the newly
formed Yale-NUS Club, an official
society registered in Singapore.

In recognition of the closing
of Yale-NUS, a public reception
will be held in partnership with
the Yale International Alliance
and the Yale Alumni Association,
providing an opportunity to com-
memorate the legacy of the insti-
tution alongside Yale alumni and
Yale-NUS leadership.

The reception will be on Nov. 28
in Singapore.

Karla Cortes contributed reporting.

Contact ALYSSA JHINGREE at
alyssa.jhingree@yale.edu .

PHOTO COURTESY OF YALE-NUS

After opening in 2013, the collaborative effort between Yale and the National University of Singapore will shed Yale's name after the last class graduates in 2025.

J Street U hosts Palestinian American peace activist at Slifka

BY SABRINA THALER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Last Thursday, Rawan Odeh,
an activist for dialogue and joint
advocacy between Israelis and Pal-
estinians, visited students at the
Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life
at Yale.

Odeh is a board member and
former executive director of New
Story Leadership, an organization
that trains Israeli and Palestin-
ian leaders in joint political advo-
cacy in pursuit of peace and justice
in the region. At the Slifka Cen-
ter library, Odeh shared her expe-
riences as a Palestinian American
and highlighted the role of per-
sonal relationships in mobilizing
for peace.

The national ] Street U organiza-
tion, which advocates against the
Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territory in the West Bank through
the lens of Jewish values, planned
the event as part of their “Voices
Paving the Path to Peace” speaker
tour, which took place across five
universities in the Northeast.

At the beginning of the talk,
Odeh detailed her upbringing as
a Muslim in Brooklyn, New York,
and her time living in Huwara, a
town in the West Bank that is fully
occupied by the Israeli army. She
described complete segregation
and hostility between Palestinians
and Israelis in Huwara.

“To survive, if you see an Israeli
soldier in the streets, you put
your head down and you pray,”
Odeh said. “If you see an Israeli
settler, you run for your life. We
do not meet in the West Bank or
in Israel other than in circum-
stances of violence.”

Odeh described her first meet-
ing with an Israeli woman on a bus,
ameeting which led to a friendship
and an invitation to spend Passover
with the woman’s family in Haifa,
Israel. However, in trying to get to

Haifa, Odeh discovered that there
was no way to cross from Palestin-
ian territory into Israeli territory
exclusively for a social purpose.

Motivated by this friendship
and the barriers that exist between
Israelis and Palestinians, she
became involved in policy advo-
cacy in Congress. She became the
executive director of New Story
Leadership at age 22, coordinating
Israeli and Palestinian delegates to
meet with legislators.

As part of her work, Odeh
attended a 2017 Congressional
Hearing for the Taylor Force Act, a
bill to cut U.S. funding to the Pal-
estinian Authority, which controls
Palestinians’ access to food and
education. She noticed that none
of the panelists at the hearing were
Palestinians themselves.

“Alot of people are talking about
us without us,” Odeh said. “My
story and Palestinian stories just
aren’t really heard”

By bringing these underrepre-
sented stories into policy forums,
Odeh hopes that long-term jus-
tice is possible. Amid the ongo-
ing Israel-Hamas war, she has
encouraged legislators to focus on
long-term goals once a ceasefire
has been reached.

New Story Leadership is advo-
cating for the Phoenix Plan, a pol-
icy agenda that focuses on stabi-
lizing Gaza, strengthening Israeli
and Palestinian leadership and
effectively engaging the inter-
national community to achieve
long-term peace.

“To me, liberation means a Pal-
estinian state living side by side
with an Israeli state,” Odeh said.
“I think the loudest voices want to
do away with it all. But I think the
majority of Israelis don’t want to
see Palestinians dead”

When a student asked about
how to be an effective ally to Pal-
estinians, Odeh emphasized the
value of recognizing nuanced

opinions and the overlapping goals
of most people in both Israeli and
Palestinian communities.

Odeh encouraged student
attendees to prioritize transparent
storytelling, empathy and inclu-
sion as they approach advocacy.

“Acknowledgement means a
lot,)” Odeh said. “There’s some-
thing about the defense of ahuman
that allows them to hear you if you
acknowledge them. I see you as my
ally, but you have to bring me in to
facilitate those conversations”

Student attendees were inter-
ested in Odeh’s account of her
own life and saw the event as arare
opportunity to hear from a Pales-
tinian voice in a Jewish space.

Maya Viswanathan ’28 said she
came to the event because she is
curious about the work of organi-
zations like New Story Leadership,
which are focused on facilitating
conversations between Israelis and
Palestinians as a tool for peace.

“In general, the news is
detached from personal stories,”
Viswanathan said. “But really,
it’s about people, and if you sim-
plify things into statistics or
black-and-white, you don’t get
the full understanding.”

Samuel Ostrove 25 felt that
conversations like these in the
United States and on college cam-
puses can be meaningful forums to
bridge ideological gaps and prevent
the formation of a “bubble”

For Ostrove, the event left him
wondering how Palestinians and

Israelis can form meaningful rela-
tionships when social interaction s
so policed in the region itself.

“The whole thing is about
human stories and human connec-
tions,” Ostrove said. “But there’s
no line on the form for ‘I'm going
to visit my friend in Haifa! Maybe
in certain ways today that’s pos-
sible, but if it’s even possible, it’s
very difficult”

Ostrove feels that, in the wake
of student protests for a cease-
fire and divestment, there has
not been enough interaction
between people with diverse
lived experiences.

Ostrove added that more stu-
dents should strive to connect with
people who have different views on
contentious issues.

“It’s important for Jewish
spaces, spaces that affiliate with
Israel, to invite Palestinians in
the same way that I think it’s
very important for pro-Pales-
tinian spaces to invite in Jewish
Israelis,” Ostrove said. “There
needs to be respectful pres-
ence of people whose views dif-
fer from the normative views in
spaces on campus.”

The Joseph Slifka Center for
Jewish Life islocated at 80 Wall St.

Contact SABRINA THALER at
sabrina.thaler@yale.edu .

SABRINA THALER, CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Rawan Odeh met with students to discuss her work toward justice and dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians.
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“Music is always a creative process that comes, from the heart. It's a
feeling, a vibration, that we ride on.”
MAURICE WHITE AMERICAN MUSICIAN

Sehool of Art, NYU Abu Dhabi bridge cultures in new residency program

BY OLIVIA CYRUS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

When Chinaedu Nwadibia ART
122 left New Haven for AbuDhabi, the
first thing she noticed was the heat;
conversely, as Majd Alloush NYUAD
MEFA ’23 made the journey from Abu
Dhabi to New Haven, he immediately
noticed its absence.

Nwadibia and Alloush were
selected to engage in the pilot of the
Post-MFA Residency Exchange Pro-
gram between the Yale School of Art
and NYU Abu Dhabi, also known
as NYUAD. In the program, one
recent graduate from each institu-
tion spends one academic semester
on campus at the exchange univer-
sity and is provided accommodations
such as studio space and housing to
further explore their craft.

Yale had previously announced
a similar project in 2008, but it was
later scrapped due to “irreconcilable
differences,” as the News reported
that year.

When asked what has occurred
in the past 16 years for the project
to finally come to fruition, Anoka
Farugee '94, associate dean and pro-
fessor of painting and printmaking at
the Yale School of Art, said she can-
not speak to the development of the
past programming but describes the
current opportunity as a unique out-
let for cultural exchange.

The effort was resurrected follow-
ing a trip Farugee took to the United
Arab Emirates with Kymberly Pin-
der GRD ’95, dean of the School of
Art, and Nicole Freeman, director of
development and alumni relations.

While there, Farugee visited
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah, and
toured performing arts facilities at
NYU Abu Dhabi. After returning to
New Haven, she and her peers dis-
cussed launching a pilot exchange
program for recent alums.

“The art world that we are expos-
ing our students to on a regular basis

is sometimes limited to geography,’
said Farugee. “And the School of Art
has been interested in travel and res-
idency opportunities that are outside
of a European context”

Once each respective program
commences, the artistshave access to
various shops, labs, lectures and pro-
gramming and are expected to pres-
ent a project exhibition.

Nwadibia, one of the first program
participants, is a Nigerian and Afri-
can American sculpturist and pho-
tographer, fond of injecting elements
of her background into her work to
illuminate therich histories related to
the African diaspora.

Upon arriving in Abu Dhabi just
a few days ago, she embraced the
change in culture, resources and
weather with excitement.

“T'm interested in immersing
myself in the libraries and archives
available to me at NYUAD, being
open to the ways in which new dis-
coveries invite themselves into my
practice,” Nwadibia said. “Con-
versely, I hope to leave a bit of
Nigerian/Black Americana here to
be contemplated, respected and
resonated with”

Nwadibia said she feels hon-
ored to have been selected for
this venture and eagerly awaits
future opportunities to share her
experiences as the legacy of the
program solidifies.

The other program participant,
Alloush, is a printmaker and pho-
tographer. He shared a similar
sentiment regarding his selection
for the program.

“I can’t really describe the feel-
ing, because it’s something that
I’ve always wanted to do,” Alloush
said. It’s a very small world in the
United Arab Emirates, and I’ve
always been involved in every event
that happens around the idea of
print and printmaking. It just feels
really good to be able to teach and
share my experience.”

COURTESY OF CHINEADU NWADBIA

Anew post-MFA program aims to expand artistic global perspective and practices across two distinct cultural landscapes.

Alloush began his career at
NYUAD as a chemical engi-
neering major but quickly gar-
nered an ardor for printmaking
due to its foundation in chem-
ical processes. He graduated in
2018 and, following graduation,
worked at the American Univer-
sity of Sharjah as a laboratory
specialist managing art facil-
ities. However, he has always
sought to pursue a career in aca-
demia and now works part-time
as an adjunct faculty instructor
at the university.

He dubs his participation in the
post-MFA program as “very exper-
imental” and is eager to merge his
abstract “backwards” approach with
New Haven'’s distinct environment.

“I don’t really stick with the rules
of printmaking,’ said Alloush. “But
sometimes you have to, so I gain my
inspiration from collaborating with

the environment that I am in and my
documentation of space.’

Farugee hopes that this oppor-
tunity will allow artists to be
inspired and influenced by the
artists, issues and ideas around
them. She believes it is crucial for
institutions such as Yale to invest
in internationalization efforts.

“This is the first time [Yale]
has had a program, as far as I can
remember, where somebody hashad
astudio space on campus that isn’ta
student,” she said. “So the fact that
[Alloush] is an international fel-
low is important because it brings
other perspectives and viewpoints
tobroaden our idea of what art isand
who are the visible artists.”

She believes that most peo-
ple, including herself, would be
more impacted by art if they saw
images firsthand as opposed to
via social media and the internet.

She believes that when art’s
primary form of consummation
is through mediated technology,
it is much more disembodied.

“I realized that my frame of
reference for artists can be quite
narrow, and so doing these trips
and learning about other art-
ists is really important for me as a
teacher. And so we wanted to bring
a smaller version of that experi-
ence to a couple of recent alums to
continue that type of work.”

Faruqgee said she anticipates
the post-MFA program becoming
a long-term collaboration. She
hopes the School of Art can offer a
fellowship that expands students’
frame of reference and knowledge.

The Yale School of Art was
foundedin 1869.

Contact CHRIS TILLEN at
chris.tillen@yale.edu.

Alison Bechdel discusses career and queer identity

The namesake of the renowned “Bechdel Test " talks about what it means to be a lesbian cartoonist.

BY ANGEL HU
STAFF REPORTER

Alison Bechdel talked about how
she “became a lesbian cartoonist”
in alecture this past Wednesday.

Bechdel is a prominent cartoon-
ist, famous for creating the “Bech-
del Test” — a gauge of female rep-
resentation in films based on the
criteria that two women must
have a conversation about a topic
other than men. This semester, she
teaches three classes at Yale as a
2024 Chubb Fellow.

“Writers with subjugated iden-
tities don’t just have to use their
imaginations in the usual way all
writers do,” she said. “You have to
reimagine. You have to undo and
think past the ways they’ve been
taught to use themselves.”

In her comics, Bechdel por-

trays queer life and politics in
her works, most notably in her
comic strip “Dykes to Watch
Out For,” which gave rise to the
“Bechdel Test.”

In her lecture, Bechdel dis-
cussed her coming to terms with
her sexuality as a 19-year-old
junior who just transferred to
Oberlin College. She recounted
her days browsing the campus
bookstore and stumbling across
a book about homosexuals —
their lives and how they realized
they were gay.

Showing the audience a comic
strip that depicted this moment,
Bechdel said, “I was a homosex-
ual, too. It was an actual realization
that just suddenly fell into place”

Bechdel wrote her first auto-
biographical comic in her 30s,
but it took her until she was

almost 40 to grapple with the
weight of coming out.

Bechdel revealed that her
coming out to her parents coin-
cided with her discovery that
her father was gay too. Bechdel
brought up her graphic memoir,
“Fun Home,” where she recalled
the story of her father’s sui-
cide — one she referred to as a
“political story.”

“[My father] was gay, and I
was gay, and he killed himself,
and I became a lesbian cartoon-
ist,” she said. “It was so clear
that his death was a direct result
of the sexual shame and secrecy
he had to live with”

For Bechdel, her sexuality and
personal struggles surrounding it are
very much political because of how
much “certain identities are crimi-
nalized and pathologized,’ she said.

Her comic strip, “Dykes to
Watch Out For,” intertwined les-
bian culture and daily life with
political commentary.

“Getting out of bed as alesbian
was a political, radical act,” Bech-
del said. “I wasn’t addressing the
people who thought we didn’t
exist or shouldn’t exist, just for
us to see ourselves. I wanted to
tell the truth about my life”

Bechdel showed a variety of
comic panels on the projector
where she touched on political
themes in bits of dialogue from
her works. Some of the topics
included the electoral college,
book bannings, assimilation into
heteronormative society and
conservative lesbians.

By creating one of the first
representations of lesbians in
popular culture, Bechdel was

COURTESY OF ALISON BECHDEL

able to bring queer culture and
politics into everyday life.

“I myself discovered Alison’s
work at a painful time in my own
life, and I know that I am not the
only person in this room to have
found solace in her remarkable
combination of wisdom and wit,”
said head of Timothy Dwight
College Michal Beth Dinkler.

Dorothy Ha ’28, an attendee
of the lecture, praised Bechdel’s
lecture, saying that she “liked
how conversationally Bechdel
was speaking and how she inter-
acted with the audience.” This
made Bechdel’s lecture “more
engaging,” she said.

The Chubb Fellowship was
established in 1949.

Contact ANGEL HU at
angel.hu@yale.edu .
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“We’ve learned that no game will be handed to us, regardless of the opponent. It takes hard work, and every match is physical. The team
understands that if we mentally prepare and give our all for 90 minutes, we’ll be ready for our vy opener against Cornell at home,”

ALEX UMANA ‘26, AMEN'S SOCCER PLAYER, TOLD THE NEWS.

FOOTBALL: Bulldogs down Crusaders in dramatic season opener

BY SPENCER KING & SIENNA TEJPAUL
STAFF REPORTER & CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

The quarterback competition
for Yale was a tight one all spring
and summer in anticipation of
the season opener against Holy
Cross this past Saturday, Sept.
21. At kickoff, it was settled.
Grant Jordan '25, a senior with
great command of the offense
and a strong arm, was the man
for the job.

After the opening kickoff,
Jordan led the Bulldogs on a stellar
drive down the field, picking
up back-to-back first downs
and showing his ability to affect
the game as both a passer and a
runner. Then, after keeping the
ball on aread option play, Jordan
scampered for another first down

but took a shot from a Holy Cross
defender just after reaching the
line to gain.

The Yale starting quarterback
was pulled from the field with
an injury on the first drive of the
Bulldogs season, and on came
the Bulldogs’ backup Brogan
McCaughey ’26. No team wants
to start its season losing its
preferred starting quarterback,
but here the Bulldogs were, with
the job firmly McCaughey'’s.

The issue for Holy Cross was that
the Bulldogs’ so-called “backup”
could not have played like less of a
backup. McCaughey dazzled on the
field, going 18-32 for 217 yards and
atouchdown while also showing an
ability to run when needed.

The first quarter ended with
the Bulldogs up 14-7 with

touchdowns by McCaughey and
Wilhelm Daal 26 followed by
Nick Conforti ’26 securing the
extra point.

At the start of the second quarter,
the Crusaders came out hot with
anew sense of determination
which translated into a touchdown
by Jayden Cleveaux in the first 5
minutes. Battling it out, both teams
scored field goals later in the quarter,
and were tied 17-17 going into the
second half.

The Bulldogs dug in and made
some big stops in the third quarter.
The first stop came on a massive
strip sack fumble forced by Breylan
Thompson ’28 that stopped a
Crusader drive that had made it all
the way to the Yale 14-yard line.

This stellar defense paired with
afierce offense led to a scoreless

YALE ATHLETICS

Nathan Denney '25 scored the winning touchdown for the Bulldogs with 12 seconds left to lift Yale to a 38-31 win in their first

game of the 2024 season.

quarter for Crusaders and a
touchdown in the 7th minute for
the Bulldogs by David Pantelis '25.
Pantelis caught a 24-yard pass
from McCaughey and secured the
Bulldogslead once again.

The fourth quarter was packed
with action, and both teams did
everything in their power to secure
the win. The quarter started out with
atouchdown from the Crusader's
Cleveaux within the first minute of
the game, putting the pressure on the
Bulldogs to come up with a big play.

It proved to be a big day for
Yale backups on offense. Just as
McCaughey was put to the test,
another backup put the Bulldogs
over the top and into the win column
for the day with just 12 seconds
remaining in the game.

When Nathan Denney 25
powered through the Holy Cross
defense into the endzone on athree-
yard run with the game on theline,
few would have predicted it would be
himtodoit.

However, with star running
back Josh Pitsenberger 26
scratched from the lineup just
before kickoff, the lead back
position was given over to Denney,
a senior with just 33 carries in his
career before Saturday. Denney
made the most of the opportunity,
bruising Crusaders defenders all
afternoon with 29 carries for 80
yards and two touchdowns.

Denney once again came in clutch
and launched himself into the end
zone on a 5-yard run making the
score 31-24. Denney showed up for
the team today after an unexpected
start and not only scored one
touchdown in the fourth quarter but
two, carrying the Bulldogs to victory.

The Crusaders tied the game in
the last five minutes with another
touchdown by Cleveaux, making
the score 31-31. In the final minute
of the game, after a 3:18 minute-
long drive by the Bulldogs, every
fan was biting their nails in
anticipation. With 12 seconds to
go, Denney was handed the ball
by McCaughey and ran 3 yards
into the endzone to cement the
Bulldogs' victory.

“During the last minute, I
had complete confidence in
our offensive unit that we were
going to get the job done to seal
the win,” Denney told the News.
“Then Ireally just took a second
to appreciate the moment, as
those are the type of games that us
players dream about playing in as
kids. Executing the final offensive
play was simply a product of our
preparation for the week”

When asked what this win means
to the team, Denney responded,
“All that the win does is make us
1-0. We have to use the experiences
we had from this week to carry on
throughout the season, taking it one
game at atime. The celebration from
the game ended on Saturday night,
now it is time to prepare for Cornell”

For the first time in five years,
the Bulldogs took down the
Crusaders with an unexpected
line-up full of spirit.

Coming up this Saturday, the
Bulldogs will face their first Ivy
League opponent of the season at 2
p-m. at Cornell.

Contact SPENCERKING at
spencer.king@yale.edu and
SIENNA TEJPAUL at
sienna.tejpaul@yale.edu

VOLLEYBALL: A weekend of triumph
and challenge for the Bulldogs

BY KATE ESTEVE?
STAFF REPORTER

This past weekend, the Yale vol-
leyball team took to the court at the
Penn State Classic, clinching a com-
manding 3-0 victory against James
Madison University before facing off
andlosing 1-3 against the formidable
Penn State Nittany Lions.

In the match against MU, the
Bulldogs demonstrated their prow-
ess, winning each set decisively. The
team’s strong offensive strategy,
marked by powerful spikes and stra-
tegic placements, overwhelmed the
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Dukes. Rightside Betsy Goodenow
’27 led the Bulldogs with 11 kills and
eight digs just after earning the Yale
Invitational MVP last weekend.

She was named Ivy League player
of the week for her performance at
theinvitational.

I can't wait to show what we can
do in the Ivy League this year,” said
Goodenow. “The competition is
always tough and we look forward to
each game!

However, the next day
brought a challenging opponent
for the Bulldogs as they faced
off against the host team, Penn
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Yale's volleyball team showcased resilience and skill at the Penn State Classic, high-
lighted by a strong victory against James Madison University and a tough matchup
against Penn State, a top-ranked opponent.

State, ranked among the top
programs in the nation.

Last year, the Bulldogs faced the
Nittany Lions in the first round
of the NCAA tournament and fell
3-1. The Bulldogs were eager to
battle against the Lions once more
and put up a spirited fight, but
they struggled to maintain their
rhythm against the aggressive
Penn State defense. Despite taking
the third set 25-23, Yale dropped
the next two sets 18-25,16-25, and
the last set 13-25.

“Penn State had a great energyin
their gym,”’ Volleyball Head Coach
Erin Appleman said to the News,
reflecting on the weekend. “Our
team going into the match was very
excited to face them again. They
were the number three team in the
country, so there were obviously
some nerves about playing them
but once we started ... playing, we
settled in. J]MU was a great win for
us. They are a very well coached
team (with) good athletes.”

Appleman added that the
tournament allowed the team to
play on the court and see where
they need to improve before Ivy
League matches begin. As they
regroup after the weekend, the
Bulldogs are looking ahead with
optimism. The team is building
on its performance and refining
its strategies as it prepares for its
upcoming matches.

“We have a lot to take from this
weekend,” Jaidynn Perkins-Mar-
tin 27 added. “We’re determined to
keep improving and bring that same
energy into our next games”

The Elis will be back on the court
on Sept. 28 when they take on their
first Ivy League opponents: the
Brown University Bears.

Contact
KATE ESTEVEZ at
kate.estevez@yale.edu.

MEN’S SOCCER: Bulldogs
triumph over Bobcats

BY LILY BELLE POLING
STAFF REPORTER

In alocal showdown, the Men’s
Soccer team took down Quinnip-
iac 2-1 thanks to a thrilling late-
game header from captain TJ
Presthus ’25.

The 2-1 win was the Bulldog’s
second win of the season, imme-
diately following their 4-1 victory
against Sacred Heart over the week-
end. This was their first time facing
QU since 2016.

The game got off to a slow
start, with neither team find-
ing the back of the net in the
first half.

"This was areally tough game and
we were far from our best, and espe-
cially in the first half, but I'm proud
of the guys to find a way to get our
first road win," Coach Kylie Stan-
nard said to Yale Athletics. “We took
far too long to get into the game but
our guys that started the second half
gaveus a good spark of effort to get us
into the game”

In the 26th minute, forward
and midfielder Aydin Jay '26 had
a promising opportunity but
could not seize it due to a strong
Quinnipiac defense. A minute
later, seasoned goalkeeper Chris
Edwards ’25 made a key save,
diving to keep a shot from Bob-
cat forward Drew Seguro out of
the net.

Fifteen minutes into the second
half, Edwards made another clutch
save, preventing Quinnipiac from
getting on the board.

At the 73rd minute, things
started to heat up. Nick Miller '27
opened the scoring with his first
collegiate goal. Off of a throw-in
into the box, Miller slotted the ball
past Quinnipiac’s keeper, securing
the Bulldogs’ initial lead.

Four minutes later, QU
answered Miller’s goal with a

free kick from right outside the
18 by midfielder Filip Kangeman.
Kangeman’s goal was his third of
the season.

In arace to secure a win, the Bull-
dogs brought it home in the 83rd
minute with a header into the back
of the net from Presthus, a defender.
Presthus’ goal came off a corner kick
into the box from midfielder Jona-
than Seidman ’25.

“[Tt was] great to see Nick score
his first career goal, and TJ has
stepped up his leadership to another
level to help elevate the group,"
Stannard said.

Presthus’ goal was his third of
the season, which is tied for the
team lead.

Although the Bulldogs' start to
the game was slow, they are proud
of their performance against an
in-state rival. Now, they look
towards Ivy League play.

“We’ve had a very difficult
out-of-conference schedule, so
to get these wins before the Ivy’s
are a boost to our confidence
and a result of our progress,’
Seidman wrote to the News.
“Now we can use this momen-
tum, as the Ivy’s are our main
focus which start this weekend
versus Cornell.”

Presthus added that while he
is proud of the group’s effort to
respond to a difficult start and
build forward momentum, he
stressed the importance of the
team not getting too comfort-
able and taking its “foot off the
gas now.”

He said the team hopes to con-
tinue their winning streak as they
begin conference play.

Yale will open Ivy play at Reese
Stadium this Saturday, Sept. 28.

Contact
LILY BELLE POLING at
lily.poling@yale.edu.
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38 THE MOST POINTS YALE FOOTBALL HAS SCORED IN A GAME AGAINST HOLY CROSS SINCE 2007.




REJECTING
OMPLACENCY
AT YALE'S
NEO-AMISH
SOCIETY

// MARIA AROZAMENA

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,2024

/I BY ELLA PIPER CLAFFY

George Grube ’27 is full of stories.
Asking a simple question might yield
a response that starts with “back
when I was a competitive glass-
blower” or “during my hitchhiking
trip across New Zealand.” As for life
goals, George hopes to be a profes-
sional Greek Orthodox Monk. Now
call me jaded, but I have become
less generous with my astonishment
since starting at Yale; almost every-
one I meet here has crazy stories to
tell. So, even though the glass and the
trips and the monk stuff all caught
my attention, what really shocked
me about George is the fact that he
doesn’t own a phone.

I met George the day before we
embarked on our First-Year Outdoor
Orientation Trip together. George
is actually not a first-year, but a
transfer junior fresh off a gap year.
He walked up to the tarp in a wide-
brimmed straw hat and neon orange
hokas. When our FOOT leaders tried
to make a group chat, he explained
his circumstances.

I, for one, was shocked. My high
school and my social life revolved
around technology and social media.
Despite my own long-held misgivings
about the superficial life technology
promotes, I had always put that issue
in the category of things far out of my
control, and I've spent a good por-
tion of my life mourning the agency
I could have if T wasn’t compelled to
distract myself with my phone. So, to
meet someone who refused to engage
with the modern times was revolu-
tionary and a little disquieting.

The FOOT environment wasn’t
anything new for George. Last year,
he hiked 30 miles a day in the Alps. I,
on the other hand, spent the humid
days of summer in my air-condi-
tioned living room rewatching “Gilm-
ore Girls,” scrolling through the Yale
class of '28 Instagram page and put-
ting off my summer reading — so for
me, FOOT was transformative.

After the first four days of college,
which were jam-packed with rec-
itations of the same surface-level
facts — “I’'m from Houston,” “plan-
ning on majoring in English and Phi-
losophy, you?” “I’m in Silliman, aka
the best residential college” — the
harsh authenticity of hiking the New
Hampshire mountains was terrify-
ing. I had been pulling out my phone
in any and every awkward moment of
silence; all of the sudden my safety
blanket had been snatched away,
replaced by hours of tough hiking
and, in my case, even tougher falling.
Waking up after my first night out-
doors, I legitimately did not believe I
would be able to keep going.

But, when we got home, I cried. I
felt that on FOOT I had zeroed in on
the purest form of living, and that
any return to my prior phone-cen-
tric haze marked a willing abdica-
tion of my humanity. It didn’t help
that I now felt my tech dependency
was a product of my own spineless-
ness. After all, if George could find
a way to give up his phone and take
back his life, why couldn’t I?

ot

For George, the decision to distance
himself from technology and reject
modernity is connected to his spiri-
tuality. From a young age, he has felt
called to lead a deeply religious life.

“I think on a certain level, I was
always willing to make certain sac-
rifices in order to live what I consid-
ered the right kind of life,” George
told me over dinner.

But it wasn’t until the sum-
mer before ninth grade that George
connected technology to this mis-
sion, when he discovered Neil Post-
man’s book “Amusing Ourselves
to Death” in a stack of disregarded
tomes in his grandparents’ library.
It was the cover that first caught
his eye: an illustration of two peo-
ple with televisions where their
heads were meant to be. Postman’s
historical narrative, which George
described as an “immediately exhil -
arating read,” argues generally that
freedom has fallen by the wayside
in a culture that instead promotes
mindless entertainment. Postman’s
main point was that the medium of
television had cheapened Ameri-
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ca’s interactions with politics and
the news.

“It’s a very damning rebuke of
hedonism,” George said of the book,
and reading it sent him down an
anthropological and self-inter-
rogative rabbit hole. He started to
explore the idea that frequent and
voluntary exposure to television
had the capacity to send his life in a
direction completely opposite of his
theological principles.

I’ve never been very religious,
but when I asked George what these
principles included, he listed one
that struck a chord with me: empa-
thy. He told me he believes that tele-
vision, and the forms of digital media
that have emerged in its wake, all
present a sincere obstacle to mutual
human understanding.

“There is something particularly
serious about the extent to which
television commodified the news and
turned it into something watchable,”
George said. “Even if it wasn’t fun to
look at, it still elicited viewership.”

This overarching search for the enter-
taining within the human as opposed
to the human within the entertaining
is something that George is very wary
of, and something for which he blames
modern technology and capitalism,
almost exclusively. He pointed out the
innate contradiction of a culture that
is based on freedom, putting people
in a position where they feel that they
have to engage in a digital existence. To
George, thisis a very scary thing.

More than just ideologically,
though, George thinks that a phone-
less existence has materially bettered
his day-to-day life. He gives credit
to the inaccessibilty of texting and
other instant methods of commu-
nication for his willingness to just
knock on a random door or strike up
a conversation with a stranger.

“Waiting in line in the dining
hall, I don’t have the option of hop-
ping on my screen and isolating. I've
given myself no choice but to start
talking to someone. I'd like to think
that I can talk to anyone.”

XX

On our trip, George mentioned
how he had founded the Ivy League’s
first Neo-Amish Society. He’s
already launched a new chapter at
Yale, the inaugural meeting of which
took place the first Friday in Sep-
tember. In a show of fellow FOO-
Tie loyalty — and a genuine interest
in reprising my phonelessness — I
spread the word about the meeting
and arrived promptly at 8:00.

George’s invitations to the Neo-
Amish Féte, as he marketed it, were
regrettably via email. He tried to gain
access to the undergrad printing press
to make paper invitations, but his
request didn’t go throughin time. Inthe
email, he specified that cellular devices
would be confiscated upon entry, but I
just left my phone in the dorm.

When I arrived, George ush-
ered me into the JE Junior Common
Room, which he had supplied with a
smorgasbord of grapes, bananas and
bottles of milk ready to be churned
into butter. Intrigue doesn’t begin
to describe my immediate reaction.

One thing about George: he com-
mands quite the turnout. Over the
course of the two-hour event, almost
50 neo-mennonites filtered in and
out. I asked most of them the same
question — “What brings you to the
Neo-Amish Society?” — and almost
all of them in one way or another
attributed their attendance to George.
I wasn’t very surprised by that
answer. After all, as I have learned
over the past month, it’s impossible to
have a conversation with George that
doesn’t leave you with 10 more ques-
tions you want to ask him.

But I wondered if, more than
George himself, the attendees of the
féte weren’t drawn to a part of them-
selves they saw reflected in him.
That part that was not content with
complacency, with the artificial var-
nish that technology applied to their
lives. I knew that at least I was hop-
ing to find in myself that which had
been so easy to identify in George:
the courage to go against the grain.

Contact ELLAPIPER CLAFFEY at
ellapiper.claffy@yale.edu .




PAGE B2

W MOTHERHOOD

YALE DAILY NEWS - FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,2024 - YALEDAILYNEWS.COM

Where you ]eacl, [ will lollow: An O(Je to Motherhood and Gilmore Girls

/I BY ALEXIS LAM

My mum is my rock, my inspira-
tion and the person who made me
whoIam.

She is the reason for my name
and my go to fun fact during
group icebreakers.

My mum had watched the fall clas-
sic show, Gilmore Girls, when it first
aired on the CW, which was then the
WaB. It was the start of 2005, and she
found out that she was having a baby
girl. She had adored Rory Gilmore —
everything from her joy of reading to
her intelligence and close relations-
hip with her mom — and she wanted
her daughter tobe similar. (She didn’t
watch past season3...)

And so I was named after Rory
Gilmore. Well technically, her act-
ress: Alexis Bledel. Ironically, my life
followed a somewhat similar story-
line to that of Rory’s. I grew up with a
single mother, Iended up getting into
Yale and Harvard, and then chose to
attend Yale.

But if it’s one thing I can truly
relate to Rory on, it’s the close
relationship with my mum.

She is my best friend.

WhenIwas a small child with fuc-
ked upbangs and abowl cut, ourrela-
tionship was more similar to that
of sisters rather than of mother and
daughter. We would get our nails
done together, go shopping, watch
movies and eat any spicy chips we
could get our hands on at Trader Joes.

One of my favorite memories gro-
wing up was going to Fashion Island
in Newport Beach, modeling sung-
lasses at the Sunglass Hut and grab-
bing strawberry gelato after wan-
dering around the various luxury
shops for hours until our feet ached.

Much like Lorelai, my mother is
a beautiful, fiercely independent
woman. She is stubborn and doesn’t
easily take help from anybody. And
yet she is kind and cares too much
about people for her own good. I
adore my mother. She is fashionable
and owns copious piles of Harper’s
Bazaar and Vogue magazines that live
in our bathroom reading baskets. She
puts in the time to create the kind of
beauty that looks effortless to the rest
of the world.

But that’s where the parallels bet -
ween the fictional lives of Rory and
Lorelai and the real ones of my mum
andIend.

Ididn’t grow up in an idyllic small
Connecticut town, nor did I have
rich grandparents to propagate my

private school education for high
school and university.

I grew up in the suburbs of Los
Angeles. T attended a public high
school that had over 2000 students
in the lower income neighborhoods
of my hometown. I'm a first genera-
tionlow income student.

Many Asian American child-
ren of immigrant parents are expec-
ted to work hard and study well in
school, attend a good university, and
work a traditional high-salaryjoblike
being a lawyer or a doctor. I inter-
nalized this, worked hard in school
and it somehow all worked out in the
end. So far at least. The self-imposed
pressure back then didn’t feel sobad.

This changed when I moved away
and started my first year at Yale.

Since my grandparents passed
away in 2021 and 2022, it really has
been just my mum and I against the
world. We have nobody but oursel-
ves to support each other. I started to
feel the weight of being responsible
for our future socioeconomic sta-
tus. The once-lighthearted fantasies

5

of success that I so envied in Gilmore
Girls became much more serious,
even prescriptive. Achieving acade-
mic perfection and fulfilling a career
as alawyer became a decision of real
life consequences.

I understand that the distinction
between my mother and Lorelai Gil-
more causes the differences between
my pressures and those of Rory’s. My
mother didn’t grow up in the wealthy
suburbs of Hartford like Lorelai did.

She was born in Northern Vietnam
in the middle of the war — August
1965 — and raised in Saigon, South
Vietnam. She grew up with 2 brot-
hers and 4 sisters, one of whom died
when she was a child because my
family couldn’t afford to take her to a
doctor. They all came to this country

AALEXIS LAM

with nothing but the few possessions
they still had after the war.

My mother worked extremely hard
to learn English at 26 years old, put
herself through college and assimilate
into American society. It is because
of her difficult childhood that she
tells me to be grateful and make the
most of the opportunities that have
been bestowed upon me. She worked
tirelessly long hours to put me in vio-
lin and dance lessons, get me private

tutors — anything that would help
me succeed. It comes from a place of
love. She wants metolive ahappy and
prosperous life, one that she didn’t
get to live.

And so it really does feel like
everything is riding on me being
able to succeed at Yale. I am obli-
gated to pay back her sacrifice by
securing a future for us.

There’snever amoment whereI'm
not worried about her.

I worry about how my mum is
doing with her only daughter across
the country. There’s a part of me that
feels guilty for moving away. 2503
miles. 6 hours by plane, 5 days by
trainif I was crazy enough. A big part
of me wanted to stay close to home,
in California. But it wouldn’t have
made me happy.

I know that my choices force my
life to lead one way over another. I
worry about how I'm going to get into
law school. I worry about how I’'m
supposed to earn enough to be able to
support the both of us.

But maybe I'm worrying too much.
I'mnot sure.

Yale was my dream. It repre-
sented everything I ever wanted. It
was my foot in the door to achie-
ving the dreams of my mother
that eventually became my own.
But sometimes, when I look back
at pictures from my life at home or
pictures of my mum’s haircuts and
new outfits, I’'m not sure if I made
the right choice.

It’s been a month into my sopho-
more year and those feelings of guilt
are still present. But with family
weekend coming up, what I'm really
looking forward to is for my mum
to arrive in New Haven. I can’t wait
to tell her about all the new adven-
tures I have embarked on - that I'll
be going to Geneva in March or how
much I'm dreading my upcoming
philosophy paper.

To be honest, Ireally hope I don’t
end up like Rory Gilmore. She drop-
ped out of Yale, lived in her grand-
parents' pool house, and had ever-
ything handed to her without much
effort. I want to grow beyond my
seemingly predestined fate and
forge a path of my own. One that
doesn’t involve dropping out but
instead filled with cups of black cof-
fee, white chunky knit sweaters and
late night studying.

Contact ALEXIS LAM
alexis.lam@yale.edu.

PRAYER BEADS

At five years old, I decided to preserve
my mother.

Biting my nails beneath the covers as
she tucked me in, brow furrowed in angst,
I asked her to tell me everything. What was
she like as a kid? What were the names of
her elementary school teachers? What kind
of bubblegum did she chew? I had to cap-
ture every detail, afraid that parts of her
would vanish if I didn’t.

Her father died on September 27th,
2011: a cardiovascular surgeon dead from
a heart attack. With his death came my
formal introduction to fear. My mot-
her’s father was gone — dead and never
coming back — which I quickly learned
was the eventual fate of all mothers and
fathers. That day, my aunt Delilah had
called my mother, luring her out the front
door, phone clutched to her soft cheek. I
couldn’t hear what my aunt said to her;
I couldn’t see my mother’s face from my
hiding place below the kitchen window.
But I heard her cry.

She’d never made a sound like that, not-
hing like that wail rattling out from bene-
ath herribs. I didn’t know what to do, didn’t
know what to say. I crept out of the house
with my Dracula PEZ dispenser, an early
Halloween purchase, and followed the
sound of her stifled sobs.

She was folded in half at the bottom
of the stairs. I hovered behind her for a
moment, tracing the arches and bumps of
her curved spine with one hand, my fingers
opening and closing Dracula’s hinged neck
with the other. I tapped her on her shaking
shoulder and I held out my PEZ dispenser.
Draculaleered at her, clenched tightly in my
small, grubby fists, waiting for her to look
up from her phone. Tears blurred her face,
her eyes rimmed with red, and she smi-
led when she saw Dracula’s head pop open.
In a garbled, tear-choked voice, she told
me: “Grandpa’s still with us, as long as we
remember him.”

From that moment on, memories of my
mother’s life became my scripture. She ans-
wered any question I dared to ask. I
needed to know everything: the first
time she rode abike, the first time she’d
felt alone, the first time she’d learned
that one day, her mother would leave
her too. Ilistened to each account with
reverence, furiously memorizing every
detail like a balding monk in burlap
robes, transcribing biblical texts before
the raiders of time came and burned
her memories to ash. Solong as I could
remember her life, she’d stay with me.
That childhood fear remained, clinging
tomy backpack as Thiked through high
school and crawling into my suitcases
as Ipacked for college.

Life here has made my memory
hazy. College has dragged me lea-
gues and miles from that porch
and PEZ dispenser, filling my
head with more Directed Studies
readings than a human should
ever attempt to comprehend. The
clutter of college has washed over
my tiny room: crumpled copies
of the Yale Daily News splay out
over my desk, shifting beneath
my laptop as I write. Plato’s Five
Dialogues hides beneath my bed
while Homer’s paperback epics
lurk on the floor beside my dres-
ser, spines broken and cracked open. Traces
of my mother are few and far between.

The details of my mother’s life have star-
ted to blur and smudge, nearing illegibility
in my memory; but lately, I’ve been remin-
ded of a story she once told me.

The summer Van Halen released their
second album, my mother had her first kiss.
She didn’t remember the year, not exac-
tly, but she remembered the music blasting
from her football player boyfriend’s Plymo-
uth Barracuda. That night, she’d crept from
her first-floor bedroom window, leaving
behind her flowered wallpaper and plastic
horses for the smothering heat of a Texas
summer night. She was fifteen then, so
much younger than I am now. Her bedroom
was peppered with Horse Illustrated and
Western Horseman magazines, pages spla-
yed open on her floral sheets, the dog-eared
pages left stained and greasy. I try so hard to
remember those details, thumbing the nec-
klace she gave me. It’s chainlinks like prayer
beads: Van Halen, first kiss, Barracuda, fif-
teen, floral sheets, magazines.

// BY JULIAN RAYMOND

At nineteen years old, my life does not
resemble my mother’s. I’ve never kissed
a boy — never slipped from my bedroom
into that hot, sweltering night. I haven’t
lived the life she lived, but I feel her echo-
ing in me. When my headphones slip from
my ears — playing Van Halen in their tinny,
electronic tone — I can hear my mother’s
voice, laughing in the backseat of a football
player’s car. When I glance over my dorm
room, messy and spattered with tangled
copies of campus publications, I glimpse an
alternate version of my mother’s childhood.

I feel guilty for forgetting so much, for
letting the memories slip through my
hands, but I feel her footsteps in mine.
The details may fade, dissolving into my
unconscious, but I live with her guidance.
When Ileave my dorm, slipping out to study
with aboy Ilike, I feel the courage I think my
mother must have felt as she clamored over
the windowsill.

Contact JULIAN RAYMOND at
julian.raymond@yale.edu.
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WHAT GOES UNSAID AT FAMILY WEEREND

// BY DANI KLEIN

Please Note: The events, characters and references depicted in this article are fictional. Any similarity to actual students, parents or true events is purely coincidental.

Mom: It’s so nice to see you, honey.
You look great! Is that sweater new? I’ve
never seen it before.

Me: It’s great to see you guys, too. Yeah,
I just bought this sweater. Isn’t it crazy
that it’s already getting cold here?

What I didn’t say: I missed you guys
so much. And yes, this sweater is new — I
actually have a lot of new clothes, because
allIdoinmy Econ 115 lecture is shop online.

Me: How’s Bailey? How was his surgery?

Mom: He’s great! He misses you.
Sometimes he sleeps on your bed — I
think it’s because it smells like you. It
must be nice to not have his fur all over
your clothes anymore!

What Mom didn’t say: I'm afraid that he
genuinely forgot that you exist. He’s com-
pletely senile. I’'m glad you don’t have to see
him like this, walking into glass doors and
such. His days are definitely numbered.

Me: Oh, great. I was so worried about him.

Dad: So, how are you doing? How are
your classes?

Me: They’re pretty good, really interest -
ing. And I like most of my professors. It’s
pretty crazy to get from LC to Science Hill
in 15 minutes three times a week, though.

What I didn’t say: It’s pretty much impos-
sible, actually. I've been on time to Econ
probably twice so far. And this Math 120
p-set is going to kill me, and I’'m pretty sure
my seminar professor doesn’t give any grades
above a B because it’s “character building.”

Dad: That sounds intense. Have you been
leaving enough time for your social life?

What Dad didn’t say: Do you remember
that I have your location, and therefore can
see you meandering home from lord knows
whereat 3 a.m.?

Me: Oh well, you know, lots of dinners,
game nights, club socials.

What I didn’t say: Every night, I either
take six melatonin gummies at 9 p.m. or I

get hammered and make bad decisions at
LEO. I'm getting really good at noticing
when someone’s about to projectile vomit.

Mom: Have you made any new friends?

Me: Yeah, I’'m meeting lots of new peo-
ple! And I'm close with my suitemates,
too. And my Froco group, of course.

What I didn’t say: I don’t like anyone
here nearly as much as I like my friends from
home. So far, everyone here is either too
weird or too normal. I'm scared I’m never
going to find my people here. And I think my
Froco might be hooking up with the first-
year who lives across the hall from me.

Mom: Did you apply to any extracur-
ricular activities? I forwarded you those
emails about Mock Trial, right? My friend
Christine’s son did Mock Trial, and he just
got into Harvard Law.

What Mom didn’t say: If we’re paying
hundreds of thousands of dollars for you
to go here, you better give me something to
brag about to my book club.

Me: I'm still hearing back from some
clubs I applied for, but I’'m really busy
with classes, so I might not be doing too
many clubs this semester. And Mock Trial
is a really big time commitment, but I’1l
try out next year!

What I didn’t say: I got rejected from Mock
Trial, but it’s fine because I’d rather die than
be a lawyer, which I’ve tried to tell you a mil-
lion times. But in other news, I got laughed
out of a YSIG interview, and I ate 30 rush
meals with a cappella group members just to
sit at home alone on Tap Night. At this point
I'might have to join the Tambourine Club or
the Eggplant Society or something because
apparently I don’t have any other skills.

Dad: Oh, okay. It’s good that you’re not
feeling the career pressure of Yale yet!

Me: Yeah, it’s still early.

What I didn’t say: I’'m going to be a
barista for the rest of my life. Sorry Mom

and Dad, please prepare the guest room in
the basement for me.

Mom: Did you grab coffee with my
friend Linda’s son Jake? You guys would
get along great, and he’s going to be adoc-
tor, wink wink!

Me: Uh, no not yet, things have been
pretty crazy. I'm sure we’ll get a meal soon.

What I didn’t say: There is not a chanceina
million years that I’ll ever have a conversation
with Jake. We’ve made eye contact three times
at Shabbat dinner, and they were the three most
awkward moments of my college experience.

Mom: You certainly have a lot of great
food options. I'm so jealous that you get
to eat at all of these amazing dining halls.

Me: Yeah, it’s great, there are so many
options. We should go to Morse later; they
have the best pizza on campus.

What I didn’t say: If I have to eat
chicken and green beans for one more meal,
I’'m gonna need to be checked in to YC3.

Mom: Well, if not Jake, have you met any
other cute boys? You know your father and I
met in our freshman year of college.. . .

Me: Haha! Not yet, mom, I’ve been
focused on getting settled. And I’ve been
spending too many late nights at the library!

What I didn’t say: I think I'm in love with
this guy I hooked up with at Bulldog Days, but
he’s left me on delivered since orientation.

Mom: Does that mean you’re walking
home late at night? Have you been using
that safe escort service?

Me: Uh, no, I usually just go with friends
to be safe.

What I didn’t say: Actually, I just walk
really fast and hold my keys between my
fingers. If I'm going to keep doing that, I
should probably at least not blast music in
my AirPods while I'm walking.

Mom: Oh wow, those bells are so nice!

Dad: I used to play the bells in college!
That was quite fun.

Me: Yeah, they’re really cool, aren’t they?

What I didn’t say: Try hearing them for
25 minutes straight ten times a day, Dad.
You’ll lose whatever hearing you have left.
Seriously, I'm thinking about transferring
to Murray.

Mom: Have you been hanging out with
that girl from your high school? It must be
nice to know someone from home.

What Mom didn’t say: Please say no. Her
mom was on the board of your Model UN
team, and she’s a straight-up psychopath.

Me: She’s pretty shy, so we haven’t
really talked, but I think she has a lot of
friends here already. I’m sure she’s fine.

What I didn’t say: She’s in a club that
wants America to go back to the 1700s, and
she wears dresses and heels to class. Hon-
estly, she creeps me out.

Mom: Wow, sweetie, these buildings are
so beautiful. No wonder there are tours of
Yale’s campus just for the architecture!

Me: Yup, it’s great. The campus never
gets old.

What I didn’t say: See if you still think
the campus is beautiful after you see Stiles.
Also, last week I saw my TF drunkenly pee-
ing on the side of the building you’re look-
ing at right now, and I had to meet with
him one on one the next day.

Dad: Do you miss us? Or are you having
too much fun without us?

What Dad didn’t say: Please say you
miss us. The house is so quiet without you,
and it feels like just yesterday I dropped
you off at kindergarten. No one ever tells
you how hard it is to send off your last kid.

Me: Yeah, I miss you guys. But don’t
worry about me. Enjoy your new freedom!

What I didn’t say: Yeah, I miss you guys.
A lot.

Contact DANI KLEIN at
dani.klein@yale.edu .

What My Dad Taught Me:
Ihe Case fo'e Disappoiniment

/I BY GRACE MALKO

Growing up, some of my fond-
est memories were waking up to
the smell of bacon and the dis-
tant drone of an English Pre-
mier League soccer game on TV.
I would lazily drift down the
hallway, half-awake, the din of
my dad whisking pancake bat-
ter and the muffled British-ac-
cented commentary over the
game acting as a sort of homing
beacon. Ever since I can remem-
ber, my dad and I have watched
Arsenal games together almost
every weekend. Yes, it is a bit
peculiar that we cheer for a soc-
cer team from London that plays
over 4,000 miles away from our
home in Atlanta, but thanks to
my dad’s affinity for early 2000s
Arsenal legend, Thierry Henry,
we have been all in ever since.

There are various theories
about sports as an outlet for rage
or anger, but I think our outlet is
something different: something
at once more pure and much
more dangerous. Our outlet is
hope. My dad has taught me a lot
of things in my life, but one of
my favorite lessons has been to
embrace disappointment.

“It’s the hope that kills you.”
That is the phrase my dad has
always used every time our team
is doing too well and will inevi-
tably come crashing back to real -
ity soon. Arsenal has not won the
Premier League in over 20 years,
but the team has come tantaliz-
ingly, even miserably close the
past two seasons. Part of the
enjoyment comes from always
being on the edge of our seats:
we never know if we will expe-
rience “the depths of despair”
or “the heights of ecstasy,” as
commentary legend Peter Drury
would put it. Last year, in the
depths of a terrible mono infec-

tion, I watched former Arsenal
player Reiss Nelson score a win-
ning goal in the sixth minute of
added time to keep the team’s
title hopes alive. My dad and I
made such a commotion that
my mom came running into the
room; she thought someone had
gotten hurt. It is moments like
those: jumping around the living
room screaming, possessed by
last minute goal joy, that I used
tojustify the sadness of witness-
ing our beloved team lose the
league title at the end of the sea-
son. It felt like at least for every
moment of sadness, there was
a moment of exhilarating joy to
look back upon and appreciate.
However, real life does not
seem to bestow moments of joy
and disappointment as equally.
True disappointment is one of
the hardest emotions to deal
with, at least for me. When it is
in response to something I really
care about, it can become all con-
suming. Sometimes, even the
moments of joy are not enough
to compensate for the feeling
of loss. I feel like I need some-
thing more concrete to cling onto
besides momentary glimpses
of bliss. Every once in a while,
something truly does disap-
point me, and I ask myself “Why?
What is so worth putting myself
in this situation?” After a month
of nights tossing and turning in a
dorm that still feels lonely some-
times and gradually accepting
a life devoid of weekly Arsenal
games while preoccupied with
Yale life, I think I have an answer.
The most important and lon-
gest-lasting moments of joy
were the moments of connection
along the way. I never regret-
ted any of those early mornings
spent watching soccer on the
couch with my dad. Despite the

absurdity and irrationality of 11
men kicking an inflated leather
casing dictating my mood for
the day (or week... or month...),
those mornings were when I
felt the most at home. That was
where I belonged. This team,
and the relationship it fostered
between me and my dad, is one
of the best things that has ever
happened to me.

Two seasons ago, the team
adopted a new unofficial
anthem, “North London For-
ever,” that it started playing
just before kickoff at home
games. Every single home
fan in the stadium knows the
words. This year, I got to fulfill
my dream of hearing the song
live at a game with my dad. As
the opening guitar chords of
the chorus began to play over
the loudspeakers and 50,000
people from every walk of life
joined in song, Irealized why it
was so meaningful. This was a
perfect example of a group of
people who irrationally made
themselves so vulnerable to
disappointment by some-
thing they have absolutely no
control over, but what it had
created was an almost over-
whelming sense of identity
and belonging in the air that
night, completely irrespective
of the result on the field.

Getting your hopes up and
embracing disappointment is
about the things that happen
along the way. We stumble and
we fall flat on our faces, but
that is what ultimately brings
us together because we experi-
ence it together. The point is to
feel something. The point is to
be overjoyed when it goes how
we thought it would and disap-
pointed when it does not. The
point is to be heartbroken over

and over, even if it is for some-
thing as silly as a soccer team,
because along the way was where
we found love and connection.

In large part thanks to this
weekly ritual, I have become a
person who easily gets her hopes
up. It is still terrifying and dev-
astating; at times I still question
if the disappointment is worth it.
Ilove the advice that the father
in the movie “Call Me By Your

Name” gives to his son after he
gets his heart broken: “Right
now, there’s sorrow, pain; don’t
kill it, and with it the joy you’ve
felt” My dad’s advice is wise in
its own way. After a game loss, he
would probably say something
like, “Oh well, there’s always
next year. Time for a sad nap.”

Contact GRACE MALKO at
grace.malko@yale.edu .
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ON THE ROAD: THE RIDE TO GALLUP

// BY ALEXANDER MEDEL

There is no sight more gratifying to me than
the open road, for the open road allows the body
to wander and the mind to wonder. It offers an
escape for the imagination and a way of life
governed by freedom and fueled by curiosity.

Myname is Alexander, and I am a sophomore
in Timothy Dwight College studying political
science. Naturally, my day is complete with
writing papers, reading research articles and
attending lectures. And as much as I am a
Yale student, I consider myself a student of
the world with the open road as my classroom.

This travel column, On the Road, recounts
several of my adventures on asphalt and all the
lessons I have learned from the people, places
and things I have encountered on all roads,
from those well-traveled to those not taken.

PPy

Anew day shone brilliantly as morning rose
over Flagstaff, Arizona. The skies were clear.
The day was cool. I woke up in my hotel room
feeling rested and ready for the day ahead.
The day before was almost derailed by car
trouble. But today, the sun showed promise.
Thus, we packed our bags, ate a quick
breakfast and checked out of our hotel. With
time to spare, we drove around downtown
Flagstaff before heading to the day’s first
stop, Walnut Canyon National Monument.

We arrived at the national monument
shortly after it opened, and there was already
a crowd. There was an elderly couple asking
a ranger about cliff dwellings. Nearby was a
group of veteran road-trippers organizing
their belongings before setting off on a hike.
The atmosphere was busy and happy. After
stopping at the visitor center, we were greeted
by the impressive sight of Walnut Canyon.
Over the course of 60 million years, water
transformed what was once a dull landscape
into a canyon teeming with life. With its
sandstone and limestone rocks peaking
through a blanket of green firs and pines, the
canyon shone brilliantly in the morning sun.

Excited to see the cliff dwellings that
make Walnut Canyon famous, my parents
and I descended down a set of stairs and
switchbacks from the visitor center to
begin the mile-long Island Rim Trail. With
more than two dozen cliff dwellings, the
trail gave us the opportunity to see them
up close and even enter some of them.

Beginning in the 1100s, the Sinagua
built dwellings into the rock and called
the canyon home for a little over a century
before leaving. Today, what was once
a community entertained by stories by
firelight rests silently under the Arizona
sun. What were once bustling homes are
now ruins whose crumbling facades stand
in defiance of the wear and tear of time.
Besides the remains of stone walls, the only
other visible reminder of life at the canyon
was the soot suspended above the ruins.
Like black clouds resting languidly on a
sky made of rock, the soot was amorphous.
Despite its lack of shape and structure, the
soot told a story of life and survival simply
by its presence. In essence, the dwellings are
a testament to the skill and ingenuity of a
people who thrived in a unique environment.

After taking some time to wander around
the cliff dwellings and canyon, we made our
way back up to the rim and met a series of
travelers along the way. As my mother and I
were climbing the stairs to the visitor center,
we met a road-tripper from Arkansas who
was traveling from San Juan Capistrano to
the Ozarks with her husband. She was of a

friendly disposition and recounted stories of
her outdoor adventures in the Golden State.
As Californians ourselves, we extolled the
natural merits of our home before moving
further along on our walk. When we arrived
at the center, we met another visitor. With
a mid-Atlantic accent reminiscent of
Katherine Hepburn, this traveler was waiting
for her friends to finish their hike. Providing
her with some company, she began to tell us
the story of her life. Growing up in Britain,
she moved to the United States and spent
three decades of her life in America. As a
grandmother would, she then spent the rest
of our time talking about her grandchildren.
After exchanging farewells, we left Walnut
Canton and began our long drive east.

The San Francisco Peaks over Flagstaff
receded in the distance, the color of their
mountainsides diluted by the horizon. We
made a small stop at a deserted gas station
at Two Guns. Just off the interstate, it was an
architectural artifact of Route 66. Hollowed
out, it was graffitied and dilapidated in a
way that evoked a sense of loss and grief. If
there were an image to describe Route 66’s
attempts at survival and resonance in the
modern world, then it is this erstwhile service
station. We drove up to it for a moment
before jumping back onto the interstate.
A few minutes later, we found ourselves at
our second stop of the day, Meteor Crater.

50,000 years ago, shockwaves rippled
through the sky as a meteor, measuring 150
feet in size, raced above the Arizona desert
at a speed of 26,000 miles per hour. In just
10 seconds, it collided with the earth and
formed a crater 4,000 feet wide. At 0.75
miles, the crater’s diameter is the distance
someone would walk from Grace Hopper
College to Kline Tower. As for its depth,
the crater today measures 550 feet deep.
In other words, it is deep enough to hold
every tear shed by a Yale student during
finals season in the last century with room
to spare. However, mere measurements and
comparisons on a page are not enough to
describe the sight before me that afternoon.

Seeing the crater was enough to remind me
ofhow small apersonisinthe grand scheme of
things — of how minuscule a man could be in
the face of nature’s power. It was a grand and
mesmerizing sight made more fascinating by
what happened after I first laid my eyes on it.

As my mother and I walked along the
crater’s rim, my father shouted at us,
telling us to look at the sky. He did so in
a voice that oriented the gaze of visitors
around us skyward. The clouds began to
move over the crater in such a way that
they began casting abstract shadows on its
floor. It was a unique sight to behold. The
crater reminded me of nature’s power. The
clouds, on the other hand, reminded me, in
remarkable fashion, of nature’s spontaneity.

We left the crater rim shortly after
watching the clouds roll by and entered the
museum to learn more about the crater, its
geology and its history. The meteorite, or at
least what is left of it, was on display at the
museum’s entrance. We spent some time
wandering through the museum’s exhibits
before eating lunch at the Meteor Crater
Mining Company, a small cafe attached to
the museum’s gift shop. In addition to eating
a few small meals, we also tried some locally
made ice cream before resuming our journey
east. Soon, we were in Winslow, Arizona.

A famous stop on Route 66, Winslow is
not only a destination for roadtrippers, but
a stop for Eagles fans also. In “Take It Easy,’
the band’s first single and a hit that helped
propel them to fame, a traveler says that

he is “standing on a corner” in Winslow.
Roughly two decades after the song’s debut,
the Standing on the Corner Park was built
in 1999 to commemorate the song and to
embrace the town’s claim to music fame.

The park was small and, as its name
suggests, was on one corner of an intersection
in downtown Winslow. It was a sleepy
afternoon. It was one of those afternoons
where all you needed was a bottle of Coke,
a comfortable chair and a gentle breeze
to consider the day pleasant. There were
a handful of tourists there, all of them
taking turns taking photos next to a historic
mural, statue and Ford flatbed at the park.
A giant Route 66 shield was painted on
the road at the intersection. Its white and
black paint, while dull and faint, remained
stubbornly etched on the asphalt. After
taking our own share of photos, my parents
and I walked to another stop in town.

Just a few feet from the park was our second
stop, Winslow’s “World’s Smallest Church.”
Such a superlative is claimed by many; there
are churches in Iowa, New York and Georgia
that claim to be the smallest. Regardless
of where the jury stands on the matter, the
Winslow church was a curious attraction
to see. The structure, made of wood, was an
abutment to a far larger building behind it.
Its base was roughly seven by four feet. As for
its height, it could accommodate the average
human. The walls of the church sported a
palette of colors, from white to pastel shades
of green, pink and blue. The windows on its
side walls were merely decorative, and its
open facade held two wreaths — made of
miniature American flags — suspended by a
wooden frame. The church’s interior, like its
exterior, was humble. There were two chairs
for parishioners. The altar was bare save for a
yellowed and crinkled Bible. Hung above it was
across. After offering a small and quiet prayer,
we left Winslow and continued our drive.

As we journeyed along the interstate, we
made a brief stop to see the iconic Jackrabbit
Sign on Route 66. It was a warm yellow, and
the black jackrabbit pointed its head toward
the board’s message: “Here It Is” No journey
on the Mother Road is complete without
stopping here. For me, however, there was a
personal connection to this destination. As
a young boy, I was very much a “Cars” fan.
I watched the film religiously, and it was in
viewing it frequently that I developed a lifelong
love for road-tripping and a fascination for
Route 66. The Jackrabbit Sign, which appeared
in the film, let me experience a part of my
childhood again. For a moment, I thought of
all the afternoons I spent playing with cars
on the floor of my room or of the evenings
I spent cheering for Lightning McQueen
on a television screen. For a moment, I
forgot about the world and remembered
memories of a simple and sentimental
youth. I smiled at the sign and kept doing
so as it receded from my rearview window.

The road since Flagstaff had been
remarkably flat. The land was dotted by
desert brush. The horizon was hazy, being
filled with dust rising and floating across the
sky. Dust devils danced across the desert.
Some of them were confident enough to
cross the interstate. Others shied away
and formed and faded in the distance. Our
neighbors on the road remained the same:
trucks, recreational vehicles and sports
utility vehicles packed to the brim. Into the
distance, parallel to the interstate, were trains
pulling dozens of cars in a slow but sure trek
toward their destinations across the desert.
This was the road and its characters before
we arrived at Petrified Forest National Park.

Conveniently bisected by Interstate 40,
Petrified Forest National Park offers vista
points and short trails along a main auto
trail that stretches throughout the entire
park. It was our final stop for the day before
reaching our hotel in Gallup. After buying
some postcards and receiving several
reminders to hydrate, we entered the park
and began the auto trail. In the northern half
of the park above Interstate 40, we made a
few stops to gaze at the Painted Desert’s rich
palette of colors. Further along, we came
across a 1932 Studebaker on the side of the
road. A remnant of Route 66’s former path
across the park, it was battered and rusty. A
shell of its former self, it reminded me of a
shipwreck I saw near Point Reyes months
earlier. Both had stories to tell, and both were
fading closer and closer to ruin and obscurity.

After leaving the Studebaker, we made it
to the southern half of the auto trail where
we saw the Tepees, two mudstone hills
along the road. The Tepees, like all the other
formations we saw in the northern section
of the park, had bands of differently-colored
rock. Sedimentary in style, they resembled
slices of tiramisu with each layer being
different and unique in shape, color and
composition. Petrified Forest is, without
a doubt, a geology aficionado’s dream.

Shortly after, we found ourselves at the
Blue Mesa. Whereas the badlands in the
northern half of the park were of a warm
palette of red and orange, the hills here
were of a cooler countenance. Their colors
were impressive to behold, from bands of
lavender skirting around the hills to rocks
with striking shades of blue and indigo. As
the clouds moved across the sky above the
park, so did the dials of the clock. With the
afternoon fading and evening approaching
we bade farewell to Petrified Forest.

It was evening by the time we got to
Gallup. We dropped off our bags at our hotel
and ate dinner at a Dickey’s Barbeque Pit
nearby. By the time we left the restaurant,
the mountains around Gallup grew more
radiant and reflected the red and orange
glow of the setting sun. We got to our room
and settled in for the night. Out of my
window, cars and trucks roared across the
interstate. The road grew darker. Their lights
grew brighter. I stared at them for quite
some time. From my window, I watched
pickup trucks sail across the road while
trucks heaved along on their journey. The
hum of cars grew and faded in an instant,
and what was a rushing interstate just hours
ago turned into aroad as drowsy as my eyes.

We all have forms of meditation before
we go to sleep. Some look at shadows. Some
stare at stars. I watch cars. It has been a habit
of mine for as long as I can remember and
one I take with me wherever I go. Looking at
each car, I would think about all the places
it had seen, the roads it had traveled and the
people it had carried. I would then ascribe
a story to its driver. The stories would be
anything I could think of at the moment:
someone was off to work on the midnight
shift, leaving a failed relationship, or running
to the store to buy a loaf of bread. When my
imagination had run the gamut, I would just
count headlights. And that is exactly what
I did on this night. I settled into my bed and
began to tally the lights passing through
Gallup. I counted three. Moments later,
I saw five. After, I saw seven. Suddenly, I
lost count and saw nothing but darkness.

Contact ALEXANDER MEDEL at
alexander.medel@yale.edu .

I MISS MY novetty T7-Shirts

// BY MICHELLE SO

11-year-old me was a fashionista in her own right. Irocked
my fluorescent pink Sketchers and knee-high socks. My hair
was always bundled up in a fountain-like, gravity-defy-
ing ponytail atop my head. Daring to play with silhouettes,
I often left the house in my basketball shorts or — I cringe at
this confession — thigh-high jeans OVER leggings.

Ilook back at pictures of myself — the barely five foot,
braces-and-glasses-wearing girl — and wonder, “Oh my
god, what was she thinking”

It’s true I regret many decisions, including failed
friendships and fanfic ventures; however, I do not regret
my preferred method of self-expression: novelty tees.

Since I was young, I have been profoundly skilled at carefully
crafting my outward appearance to exude personality. Every
inch of my laptop is plastered with stickers that scream, “I am an
individual!” I love wearing long, dangling earrings and collect -
ing small-biz buttons to stick on my backpack. I would say this
pattern of being so outlandishly me began with a custard-yellow
shirt of dabbing unicorn that read, “Awesome since 2006

At 11, I didn’t care what others thought of my clothes. I was
too deeply immersed in the latest “Jessie” episode or playground
punch ball tournament to use brain cells in the artistic arrange-
ment of fabric. Yet, my nonchalant attitude toward my outerwear
allowed me to explore identity to the fullest extent.

We're not even a quarter way into the academic year and too
many outfits are giving “jaded”” I get that we’re all college stu-
dents and we have to be cool, even when “cool” means wearing
off-white Essentials hoodies. But cool is far from conformity.

I’ve seen too many preppy plain polos and all-white
Uniqglo crops. I am almost certain that athletes have
twenty thousand different high school play-off or regional

championship shirts on rotation. Oh, and don’t even get
me started on Yale merch.

At first, I was caught up in the Yerch frenzy (Yale merch
... it’s a thing, right?). While packing for the big move, I
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// ERICKA HENRIQUEZ

panicked over the fact that I only owned two pieces of Yale
merch. Desperate to reverse it, I spent a solid half hour at
Campus Customs picking out the perfect hat. I ultimately
left, satisfied, with abeige hat with ablue “Y” but T had legit-
imately spent thirty minutes of life — thirty minutes that I

wouldn’t be getting back — deciding between various per-
mutations of essentially the same blue-beige combination.

Then, with one of my two Yale sweaters and my cool
new Yale dad cap, I strolled out of the store feeling like I
had undergone some sacred induction. Like the fabled
wolf who wore the sheepskin to blend in with the flock, I
donned the Yerch and became one of the Y-eep. Not even
20 feet down Elm St, I came across someone “twinning”
with me. Ah, embarrassing.

Don’t you miss the days when you could pull up to school
in your niche PBS Kids tee, the one with trains or dinosaurs
or weird anthropomorphic animals? Some kid would point at
aword or character and say, “She’s my favorite, too.”

Now, the best compliments we can scrounge up are
“Cute top!” or “Love the shirt.” Think to yourself, when is
the last time someone on campus genuinely stopped you
to tell you that they loved that show too.

The fabrics we drape over our torsos are meant to bridge
connections. Like skies to aero-advertisers, our backs are
canvases for our thoughts.

Let’s bring back quirky tees, references to your favor-
ite B-list movie, birdwatching jokes, chemical engineer-
ing puns. You should catch stares. You should stop crowds
with your clothes.

I may have left my unicorn tee back at home, but I will
definitely be donning another recent classic — the “Bee-
tles” crossing Abbey Road.

Because while I am a Yale student, I am an individual
first, flawlessly “Awesome since 2006.”

Contact MICHELLE SO at
michelle.so@yale.edu .
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Un-Settling

// BY SABRINA THALER

“How is Yale?”

I’'m asked frequently and casually enough
that I can toy with the answer a bit each
time. No one wants to hear that you “don’t
really know” how you feel about your first
month at an elite university, so I've found
that it’s easiest to hone in on an aspect of my
Yale experience I'm confident in. For exam-
ple, my suitemates are wonderful. I like
the content I'm learning in my classes. I've
found some really nice study spots. These
things feel on par, something like what peo-
ple expect me to say.

Other first years seem tohave amuch eas-
ier time concisely describing their experi-
ence: “Fun.” “Iloveithere.” “I’'mhaving the
time of my life.”

Inmy quest tobecome amore honest per-
sonin college, I've admitted to myself that I
don’t have answers like those. In fact, after
amonth at Yale, I have more questions than
Ibegan with. The uncertainty fuels hope —
maybe by November, Ill have it down to a
neat few words — but I also feel uncomfort-
able with the ambiguity.

As I reflect on a month at Yale, I find it
impossible to distill my experience. Instead,
I contemplate some of those questions,
small to big, the ones that sit obtrusively in
my chest, protesting, reminding me how
frustratingly complicated it all has felt.

Why do people stand on tables at frats?

I went to a sports house party last night,
mostly because a guy Ithought was cute told
me about it. When I came in, he was stand-
ingona “stage,” his silhouette towering over
me in the crowded room. As anonymous
bodies jostled me, I realized he couldn’t
have even noticed I was there. I must have
looked ridiculous, staring up at someone so
far away.

The thing is, he wasn’t far. He was a few
inches from me. He could have taken one
step and been on the floor next to me, a fel-
low victim to the sloshing current of people.

AtallthepartiesI’vebeento, there always
seems to be some platform where people can
stand to watch the crowd below. I feel fixedly
unsuited to stand on those surfaces. Is it a

confidence issue? A question of experience?
Why doIfeel unqualified?

My working theory is that physical height
is a proxy for social height. In getting up on
those tables, people emerge from the crowd,
becoming visible and dominant. They’re
who you're forced to look at when you enter
aroom — but they can choose whether to see
you. They embed structure and hierarchy
into wildly unstructured spaces.

If it’s so easy for anyone to get up on that
table, why do I feel so beneath them? I've
found that at Yale, arbitrary social markers
— height, membership on a sports team, or
even the clothes you wear — make a differ-
ence. At least I feel like they do. I can know
something is meaningless and still feel con-
trolled by it.

Why amIstill in this dining hall?

In all fairness, I live in Benjamin
Franklin College. Even in the warm
weather, I've spent most of my meals in
my college dining hall, forgoing the walk
to central campus where I could get din-
ner from 12 other places.

My own behavior might be the answer to
this question. I've always been predisposed
topredictability, inertia and routine. In gen-
eral, I spend time in the same few spaces
here, seeing the same people — some of them
Iknow, others are nameless faces I've come
tomemorize.

Maybe it’s a sign that Yale is starting to
feellike home, but I've found myselflonging
for variation. I wonder about the conversa-
tion being had in Grace Hopper or Morse,
the train I didn’t take to New York, the hike
I didn’t make to East Rock this afternoon. I
feel the weight of every missed opportunity
onmyback, reminding me that mytimehere
islimited.

Iam concerned that, after another eight of
these one-month segments, Iwill find myself
back in the Franklin dining hall — not to eat
with my friends or FroCo group but because
nothing compels me to go elsewhere.

Who are “my people?”’
I'mreally not lying whenI tell people that
Ilove my suitemates. Every day, I savor the
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moment when I can return to the common
room to hear about the newest romantic
prospect, unearth some deeply buried per-
sonal story or laugh about an absurd news
headline. Ido feel settled in my suite.

College is one of the rare places where
many people, once entirely unconnected
to one another, are suddenly living in close
proximity. Our newness and fear might
be the only thing we all have in common.
Almost instantly, we tether ourselves to the
people whom we first encounter — it’s our
primalinstinct to insulate ourselves.

When I leave my room, and my suitem-
ates leave to live their own lives, I often feel
like I’'m starting over socially. Whether it be
at aparty or studying at the library or on the
way out of class, I watch friend groups and
couples walk past me. These strangers exude
permanence, stability — maybe feigned,
maybereal but deeply felt on my part.

I cherish my time spent alone. But I hav-
en’t been able to shake the feeling that Thav-
en’t yetreached far enough, or that “my peo-
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whom I could really connect, have already
found each other.

It’s comforting that it has only been a
month. But I’'m wondering when it will be
toolate to answer these questions — when
party culture begins to feel suffocating,
when I won'’t be able to break out of my
routine, when it’ll be too awkward to form
new friendships.

I probably don’t have much authority on
these issues. Upperclassman friends have
suggested tome that there isn’t a “toolate.”
They say my college life will constantly
morph and is entirely within my control. I'll
give them that — they’ve been here longer,
and they know more thanIdo.

Right now, what I can be sure of is that I'm
not exactly sure. I've settled with the fact that
I'm not completely settled. My first-month
retrospectiveis an essay, not a platitude.

Contact SABRINATHALER at
sabrina.thaler@yale.edu.
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His eyes are different colors. One
is brown, the other a mix of amber
and turquoise. It’s the thing every-
one notices when they meet him. “Is
he the one with the fancy eyes?” peo-
ple would ask when I talked about
my best friend. It was these impossi-
ble eyes that became the object of my
obsession for two years. I could draw
them down to the slightest line.

I hadn’t noticed them when we
first became friends, but one day in
tenth grade, my attention shifted
from whatever he was saying to his
eyes. He suddenly became just as
complicated as his eyes — confusing,
conflicting, pretty. I tried not to think
about this surprising new feeling, but
over the next few weeks it began to
consume me until I realized the pre-
carious position I was in: Iwasinlove
with my best friend.

We'd been friends since ninth
grade, brought together by sev-
eral shared classes and interests. We
both acted in the school plays and
sat next to each other in any classes
we had together. I was a quiet, book-
ish and creative student, he was sim-
ilar but more extroverted. I think he
delighted in our friendship because
of all the things his other friends
couldn’t relate to. He enjoyed our
conversations about niche historical
figures or theater or indie songs he’d
introduce me to. We shared in the
quiet sensitivity with which we both
approached the world, a vulnerability
that not many others at our all-boys
school displayed.

It was after one of our play
rehearsals that I noticed his eyes
and felt my first pang of infatua-
tion. It was the first time I was able
to identify my feelings of attrac-
tion for what they were. Until that
point, I'd thought maybe I hadn’t
met the right girl or maybe having a
crush wasn’t as noticeable and nor-
mal as everyone made it seem. It was
at that moment that I quietly, con-
fidently confirmed my sexuality.
Over the next few months, every-
thing became much clearer. I came
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out tomy closest friends and learned
a great deal about myself.

Casting a shadow over this
self-discovery was the slow devel-
opment of a consuming, impossible
love. I knew he was straight. He told
me all about the girls he liked but not
the way most boys did at that age.
Not with the typical macho objecti-
fication but rather in sweet and car-
ing declarations of interest. As my
feelings developed, these conversa-
tions soon became the most pain-
ful part of our friendship. I was able
to practice my acting skills as I lis-
tened to his laments about another
girl whom he was too shy to talk to,
always listening with eager ears, pre-
tending my heart wasn’t breaking
with each word. I searched for signs
that maybe he could be into boys. My
mind turned over every conversation,
every movement, trying to find some
hints of queerness. I knew deep down
it was pointless.

He was the first boy I came out
to. Sat criss-crossed under a desk so
my family couldn’t hear me, I Face-
Timed him, and after some rambling,
I declared that Iliked guys. I told him
it was a joke the next day, but we both
knew it wasn’t. Nothing changed. He
knew this was something import-
ant to me, and he made it his goal to
ensure I felt as comfortable as pos-
sible going forward. When our other
friends made homophobic com-
ments, he’d be quick to call them out.
Whenever he worried someone upset
me, he’d check in and right it. He also
didn’t fear physical intimacy with
me, something I feared coming out
would frighten him away from. I was
never a very physical person, but he
was, often throwing a casual arm over
my shoulder or hugging me when
it felt apt. These moments — once
lovely displays of friendship — began
to feed into my emotional turmoil.

I can vividly recall the night he
taught me how to play guitar. We were
having a sleepover after a party and
sitting in his basement as the haze
of alcohol wore off. It was the time
of night when things begin to quiet
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and everything feels a little too real.
In that moment, sitting side by side
with his arms around mine guiding
my hands to the strings, him talking
so passionately about the instrument
he loved and hoping I could share in
that love, I knew that what I felt was
more than just a crush. When he
turned thelights out and I settled into
the guest bed, I stayed awake all night
wondering and mourning, mourn-
ing the perfect relationship that we
could’ve had in another life, mourn-
ing the perfect friendship that would
have existed if Tweren’t the way I was.

I wanted to have an excuse to tell
him, like getting drunk at a party one
day and letting it all spill. The confes-
sion inside of me began to perpetu-
ally occupy my thoughts. At rehears-
als, I'd cry hidden in the wings, and at
school I found ways to avoid seeing
him. I had so many things I wanted
to say to him. I knew I'd be ruining
everything we’d built as friends, and
Tknew he couldn’t feel the same way.
Nevertheless, Ihad amonologue pre-
pared at all times, a confession, an
apology, a plea. I went through so
many different ways of telling him,
and they all ended with an “I’'m sorry
Tlove you” Would it be selfish to tell
him this? I felt the world was cruel. I
felt he was cruel. How could he not
know how I felt? How come he had to
be sokind all the time?

We got into our first fight at the
start of that summer, when every-
thing was green and candlelit and
slightly tainted by the smell of bug
spray. We spent the evening enjoy-
ing games of pong and chande-
lier, the ten or so of us cultivating a
joyfully intimate feeling. One that
motivated him to scoop me up into
his arms and carry me across the
yard after I beat him in a round of
flip cup. As soon as he put me down
amidst everyone’s laughter I found
myself descending out of a joyful
buzz and into a saddened stupor.

Eventually I slumped against the
yard fence next to my girl best friend,
I launched into a drunken diatribe
about my situation. I went over the
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instances that confused me,
the thingsinmy head that I
clung onto thinking maybe
he’s not totally straight. All

the while I watched him
play soccer against the party host,
a friend of mine who he was meet-
ing for the first time. I could tell he
was flirting with her: I could see the
nerves, the stolen glances and the
inexplicable energy that comes with
an emerging interest. My thoughts
evolved from self-pity to anger. I
leapt up and joined their game. He
was a pretty good soccer player, but
the girl was far better. He wanted to
impress her and I was determined to
stop that. I aggressively checked him
and stole the ball whenever I could.
His flirtatious game was interrupted
as I challenged him. When he fought
back and tried to regain control of
the ball, I'd jokingly say “fuck off,”
a phrase I repeated more and more
throughout the game taking on a
crueler tone each time. The girl, who
was now an observer of our battle,
laughed at his plight and the strange
tension arising. As she wandered off
he pulled me aside.

“You only want to play with her?”
Iasked with a scoff.

“Yes actually I do” We were
silent. “So just stop whatever
you’re doing and leave me alone.”

My apology text later that night
was met with an “it’s fine”

We didn’t talk the next day at
school. Or the rest of the week.

The worst part about unrequited
love is the consuming shame. Here
I was, adhering to the ignorant
stereotype that gay guys would be
attracted to their straight friends.
When I caught myself getting lost
in thought about him, I felt myself
blanketed by guilt. For all the
self-pity that comes with unre-
quited love, there too is a great deal
of shame. Especially if it’s your
friend, a sense that you're violat-
ing their trust and the sanctity of
your friendship.

I saw very little of him the rest
of that summer. I went away for a

'\ /
R ¢

// GIOVANNA TRUONG
summer program, and by the time I
returned, the space had righted our
conflict. My feelings hadn’t gone
away, but as we both matured, they
did slowly fade. Over the next year,
I experienced all the same pangs
of unrequited love, but with each
week, they felt less and less like
world-ending blows. By the time
we reached grade 12, I returned to
school, and realized I finally didn’t
feel anything.

I wish I could go back and tell
my younger self that it would pass,
that one day the feelings would
fade into something quieter and
bearable. He wouldn’t understand,
weighed down by the all-consum-
ing weight of teenage desire. I've
come to realize how special our
friendship truly was — and still is.
Unlike any of his other friends, I
was a guy who he felt comfortable
being fully present and sensitive
with. Even though it wasn’t in the
way I wished for at the time, he did
have a very evident care and love
for me. The love of true friendship
— as cheesy as that sounds.

Unrequited love doesn’t have to
destroy you. Any instance of love is
beautiful on its own, even if it’s never
returned. It’s a reflection of feelings
far greater than anything we can con-
trol. I believe all love shapes us into
the people we're meant to be. And
I'm grateful for that. There’s a little
piece of me that will always be six-
teen, sitting in that basement, know-
ing I'm in love with that boy and his
mismatched eyes.

Contact LIAM HUGHES at
liam.hughes@yale.edu.
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