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State permits Yale New Haven Health System to acqu

BY GIRI VISWANATHAN, ADAM MCPHAIL,
ASUKA KODA AND ALEXANDRA
MARTINEZ-GARCIA

SCITECH EDITORS AND STAFF REPORTERS

The state signaled its support
for Yale New Haven Health Sys-
tems’ acquisition of three Con-
necticut-based hospitals owned
by Prospect Medical Holdings on
Wednesday, offering a first step
toward a long-awaited deal to bail
out the hospitals.

The Connecticut Office of
Health Strategy signed off on
YNHHS'’s certificate of need, or
CON, application to buy Water-
bury Hospital, Rockville General

Hospital and Manchester Memo-
rial Hospital from Prospect Med-
ical Holdings. Negotiations for
YNHHS to acquire the finan-
cially troubled hospitals have been
ongoing since October 2022.

The state’s approval of the CON
greenlights the way for YNHHS to
finalize the terms of the acquisition
deal with Prospect Medical Hold-
ings, keeping the hospitals from
shuttering their doors. The acqui-
sition would see YNHHS expand its
totalbed count by 700 and add about
4,400 additional employees, for a
total of approximately 33,400. The
for-profit Prospect hospitals would
alsobereverted to non-profit status.

“T am glad that all the parties
have been able to reach an agree-
ment on this transaction in a way
that ensures that the residents who
live in each of the hospitals’ host
communities will continue to have
local access to essential medical
care, and the jobs of the employees
who provide this care will be pre-
served under this new ownership,”
Connecticut Governor Ned Lam-
ont wrote in a statement.

For over a year, Yale New Haven
Health has been in negotiations
with Prospect Medical Holdings
and the state to iron out an agree-
ment to acquire the three, Pros-
pect-owned hospitals.

¢ Prospect hospitals

Following a six-week-long
cyberattack on the three hospi-
tals last August, Yale New Haven
Health proposed a “Recovery
Plan” that lowered its originally
proposed purchase price of $435
million and asked the state to pro-
vide financial assistance for the
deal. In return, the system would
provide the three hospitals with
support in their efforts to recover
from the cyberattack.

Shortly after, negotiations
between Yale New Haven Health,
Prospect and Connecticut’s Office
of Health Strategy for the acqui-

SEE YNHH PAGE 4

The politician ran for vice president as Al Gore's running mate in 2000 and served as chairman of
the News while a Yale College student. He passed away on Wednesday after a fall in his apartment in
Riverdale, New York./ US Coast Guard Academy, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Longtime Connecicut senafor;
alumnus Joe Lieberman dies at &

BY ARIELA LOPEZ AND YURII STASIUK
STAFF REPORTERS

Joe Lieberman '64 LAW '67, a
Senator who served Connecticut
for 24 years, died on Wednesday,
March 27. He was 82 years old.

Lieberman, a practicing Ortho-
dox Jew, was the Democratic vice
presidential nominee in 2000,
selected to be former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s running mate. He
was the first Jewish American to
run for the position on a major
party ticket. He passed away after
complications from a fall in his
home in Riverdale, New York,
according to a family statement.

Born in Stamford, Connecticut,
Lieberman attended Yale College
and Yale Law School. During his

college years, he served as chairman
— now editor in chief and president
— on the Yale Daily News Managing
Board of 1964.

Neither of the senator’s parents
had a college education, according
to filmmaker Jonathan Gruber, who
said his biographical documentary
about Lieberman will be released
in May. Gruber, who filmed part of
the documentary on Yale’s campus
with Lieberman this past summer,
said that Lieberman considered his
Yale educationtobe a “legup”

Paul Steiger ’'64, a child-
hood friend of the senator, fondly
remembered his experiences work-
ing on the News’ Managing Board
with Lieberman.

SEE LIEBERMAN PAGE 5

Yule College
admits 37
percent, lowest
ceeplance
Hule ever

BY MOLLY REINMANN
STAFFREPORTER

On Thursday evening, 1,365
students opened their browsers
and logged into their Yale admis-
sions portal to the news that they
were offered a spot in the Yale
College class of 2028.

The cohort joins the 709 appli-
cants who were accepted via
restrictive early action in Decem-
ber, as well as the 72 students
who matched with Yale through
the QuestBridge National Col-
lege Match program. In total, of
the 57,465 students who applied
to join the class of 2028, 3.7 per-
cent — or 2,146 students — were
admitted, marking the lowest
acceptance rate on record. The
admitted class includes students
from all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, two U.S. territories
and 62 countries.

The 3.7 percent acceptance rate
for the class of 2028 is the lowest
in Yale’s history, down 0.65 per-
centage points from last year’s
4.35 percent acceptance rate. The
decrease continues a downward
trend in acceptance rates that
began during the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020 with applicants
seeking admission to the class of
2024.

SEE ADMISSIONS PAGE 4

Peabody Museum re

BY BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ AND
YOLANDA WANG
STAFF REPORTERS

Roughly 100 students from
the Family Academy of Multi-
lingual Exploration, a dual-lan-
guage New Haven Public School,
will be among the first members
of the public to explore Yale’s
renovated Peabody Museum of
Natural History when it opens its
doors at 10 a.m. March 26.

The museum closed to the
public amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020, two years after a
$160-million donation for ren-
ovation from Edward P. Bass '68
— the largest gift ever received
by a natural history museum in
the country.

The refreshed Peabody houses
five new classrooms, a study gal-
lery and a student-curated exhi-
bition space, University Presi-
dent Peter Salovey wrote to the
News. Salovey added that the
museum’s galleries were also
expanded to contain 50 percent
more exhibition space and that
it now houses more collection
storage and research facilities for
faculty and students, as well as a
new education center for K-12
students from New Haven.

“The renovation is aimed at
making the museum better able
to serve its diverse audiences
from Yale students to K-12 school
groups and public visitors from
greater New Haven and beyond,’
Salovey wrote. “The new museum
is designed to be accessible to all”

Labels throughout the museum
have also been added to acknowl-

Cross CAMPUS
THIS DAY IN YALE HISTORY, 1984.

The Senior Class Council announces
that they have selected Dick Cavett
’58 as their Class Day speaker. The
former talk show host was a drama

major in Saybrook College.

edge different aspects of the Uni-
versity’s history, including its ties to
eugenics and the exploitative prac-
tices under which certain objects in
its collection were obtained.
Open galleries explore
extinctions, climate change
and human culture

According to Susan Butts,
Director of Collections and
Research, the museum’s first-

floor galleries “are a walk
through time,” stretching from
the oldest multicellular life on
Earth until the appearance of
humans in the present time.
Walking through the “A World
of Change Exhibit” on the first
floor, Director of Public Pro-
grams Chris Norris added that
the museum is “saying yes to cli-
mate change” by presenting the

opens

evidence of climate change —
which he stated involved both
quick, violent changes but also
slower changes — coupled with
fossil evidence.

“The main concepts that we
have for this gallery are that life
affects the environment, and the
environment affects life,” Butts

SEE PEABODY PAGE 5

The renovations to the museum — which opened March 26 with free, ticketed admission — focused on increasing learning
and exhibition spaces, making the Peabody more accessible to visitors from around the world./ Benjamin Hernandez

Contributing Photographer

INSIDE THE NEWS

Yale economics professor
Larry Samuelson has been
permanently banned from
entering Russia. NEWS 6

(jovernment
officials
celebrale
Peabody
opening

BY ADAM MCPHAIL
SCITECH EDITOR

With the sun shining and dino-
saur fossils on display, local offi-
cials greeted a group of New
Haven Public Schools students in
honor of the Peabody Museum’s
reopening on Tuesday morning.

One of those students, D’Ales-
sandro de Afvdial, is a sixth-
grader at Augusta Lewis Troup
School. He told the News he had
never been to a museum before
stepping into the Peabody with
his classmates.

Discussing the visit, de Afvdial
said that he loved “discovering
new things” and was especially
excited to explore the Peabody’s
exhibits on electricity and other
technological inventions.

“Come this summer, I would
love to come here with my fam-
ily,” he said.

Mayor Justin Elicker, Rep. Rosa
DeLauro, NHPS Superintendent
Madeline Negrén and New Haven
Arts, Culture and Tourism Direc-
tor Adriane Jefferson welcomed

SEE OFFICIALS PAGE 5

CT Senator Richard Blumenthal's talk at Yale
Dems interrupted by pro-Palestine protest.
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ART

Paul Mellon Lecture
by Lynda Nead

“Pauline Boty:
Women, Desire,
and the Image
in Sixties Britain”

Wednesday, April 3, 2024, 5:30pm
Yale School of Architecture
Hastings Hall, 180 York Street

Co-organized by the Paul Mellon
eyt bl ) 10 "8 . N . ' Centre for Studies in British Art

il Portrait Galle

Erwiron mental Justice and the
Great Outdoors

Neoii-ber_alis.m and the Science
of Plant Cooperation

WHITNEY The Tanner Lectures on Human Values were established by
IMAR the American scholar, industrialist, and philanthropist Obert
CHSNT E: ITIES Clark Tanner, who hoped that these lectures would contribute

to the intellectual and moral life of humankind.

The Tanner Lectures are free and open to the public in the
‘Humanities Quadrangle at 320 York Street.
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OPINION

The case for European
strategic autonomy

When I was speaking with my
father over winter break, the age-old
debate around French military ser-
vice came up. “Idid it, your uncle did
it, your grandfather did it. So why
shouldn’t you?”

My father, muchlike many French
policymakers, strongly believes
in bringing back mandatory ser-
vice. Under President Emmanuel
Macron’s new rules, French youth
over 16 years old will have the oppor-
tunity to serve for amonth, but pol-
icymakers are also considering
bringing back the old mandate for
military service, where every French
citizen would be required to serve for
a minimum of 6 months. Ostensi-
bly the “Service National Universel”
aims to transmit French republican
values and maintain national cohe-
sion, but itsreturnis of course tied to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — and a
possible second Trump presidency.

The election is still six months
away, but at the time of writing,
Donald Trump looks like the favor-
ite. “Gun to my head, I'd give him
between a three-in-five and two-in-
three chance of winning the Elec-
toral College, pricing in polling, legal
issues, abortion, and everything
else;” says Milan Singh 26, whoisan
opinion columnist for the News.

Trump has repeatedly stated
that he would end American aid to
Ukraine. From stating that he would
let Russia do “whatever the hell they
want” to NATO allies that don’t
meet their financial goals in the alli-
ances, toblatantly answering “yeah”
when asked whether he would not
defend NATO countries, it’s clear the
alliance is in peril.

The United Statesis currently the
largest contributor of both military
and humanitarian aid to Ukraine by
far. If this aid were cut off, Europe
would be faced with some very
tough decisions.

In anticipation of a possible sec-
ond Trump administration, Euro-
pean leaders have begun discussing
plans for a world without American
support. Macron has renewed his
calls for France to reinstate manda-
tory military service and for Europe
to embrace a doctrine of “strategic
autonomy” — that is, to maintain a
large enough defense force to abstain
from American assistance.

Europe is already inching in that
direction. Germany, the Nether-
lands, Spain and Romania have
bought 1,000 Patriot missiles, sys-
tems that are able to eliminate air-
borne threats, while Denmark is
sending nearly all of its artillery to
Ukraine. But the fact remains that
the United States has provided the
lion’s share of military aid, and right
now, Europe simply does not have
the capacity to fill the gap should
Washington turnisolationist.

All of this comes as the
Ukrainian counter-offensive has
stalled in the face of legions of
Russian conscripts. Although
the Ukrainians have access to
important anti-armor and anti-
air weapons systems as well as
artillery capabilities like CAE-

SAR and M109 systems, which
are used for long range bombard-
ment, they simply don’t have
enough munitions and personnel
to sustain the war at its current
pace. Fortunately, Europe does
have the financial firepower to fill
in for an absent America. But, if
Europe does not rapidly increase
defense spending, military aid,
and pivot to war time economies,
the situation for Ukraine looks
rather bleak.

At present, it’s not clear that
Putin would stop at Kyiv. During
his tenure as president, he has
launched military interventions in
several nations: Mali, via Wagner
PMC; during the Syrian civil war on
the side of Assad; in Georgia; and in
Crimea in 2014. If Trump follows
through on his promise to knee-
cap NATO and Ukraine falls, Putin
would only be emboldened.

TODAY IT"S UKRAINE,
AND TOMORROW
IT MIGHT BE THE

BALTIC STATES
AND MOLDOVA.
TOP OFFICIALS IN
SOME OF THESE
COUNTRIES ARE
ALREADY SOUNDING
THE ALARM.

Today it’s Ukraine, and tomor-
row it might be the Baltic States and
Moldova. Top officials in some of
these countries are already sound-
ing the alarm. The German defense
minister publicly worries that Putin
might attack aNATO country within
the next five to eight years.

That is not to say that further
Russian invasions are imminent or
even likely. Still, Europe must pre-
pareitself for a world where America
takes a diminished role in defending
it from Russian aggression. The fact
of the matter is that Europe has the
money to support Ukraine’s defense
and its own. Whether or not Trump
wins, it is in the continent’s interests
to pursue strategic autonomy. What
remains to be seen is whether there
isthe political will to do so. Although
Europe has the necessary endow-
mentstoachieve strategic autonomy
and guarantee the safety of the con-
tinent, policymakers and citizens
alike are still reluctant to prepare for
a world without American assis-
tance. Whether we see this depends
on both Brussels these coming years
— and in America this November.

LUCA GIRODON is a sophomore in
Branford College. Contact him at
luca.girodon@yale.edu.
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Narcan can save lives.
Why is Yale slow to aet?

Overdoses are increasingly
haunting our communities. In
2021, the National Security Coun-
cil reported that 98,268 peo-
ple died from preventable drug
overdoses, marking a 781 percent
increase since 1999. The city we
call home for four years is no dif-
ferent: just last year, 16 over-
doses occurred during a two-week
period in New Haven County. In
2018, 30 people overdosed on the
New Haven Green, right next to
0Old Campus.

Yet it doesn’t need to — nor
should it — be this way. As drug
use is becoming destigmatized
and understood as not a crimi-
nal issue but rather a health and
socioeconomic issue, Yale can and
must do more to prioritize pub-
lic health and prepare community
members to respond.

We write this piece to outline
recommendations that we have
kickstarted, in partnership with
and motivated by Yalies who have
been fighting for better drug pol-
icy and resource access on cam-
pus. Last year, after conversations
with off-campus student groups
that work on drug safety across
Yale and New Haven, we proposed
and passed a $2,500 funding bill
in the Yale College Council, or
YCC, Senate to purchase 25 boxes
of Narcan from local pharmacies.
These boxes were then provided
to Students for Sustainable Drug
Policy, or SSDP, at Yale to more
adequately institute methods to
train its students and staff with
resources to reduce fatalities.

Our project ran into many road-
blocks. Then, Yale was not neces-
sarily ready to accept the institu-
tional burden, nor was it easy to

purchase Narcan. Only one phar-
macy — the Walgreens Pharmacy
inside a Yale New Haven Hospital
building — was licensed to pre-
scribe one Narcan prescription per
day, per patient.

We weren’t deterred. Instead,
we grabbed groups of friends to
have multiple Narcan contain-
ers prescribed to us each day until
we ran out of funds. The pharma-
cist was supportive of our efforts
but was legally restricted in the
amount of Narcan they could pro-
vide daily. We then gave the 25
boxes of Narcan, with two nasal-
ly-administered overdose-revers-
ing treatments, to SSDP to dis-
tribute to students, off-campus
groups and community spaces.

Since spring 2023, the land-
scape of Narcan has drastically
changed. In March, the Food and
Drug Administration announced
that Narcan would be available
for purchase over-the-counter
starting July 2023. In December,
the Biden-Harris administra-
tion called on schools and insti-
tutions to have Narcan stocked
and readily available. While we
work closely with SSDP and Yale
Emergency Medical Services, or
YEMS, to ensure Narcan is avail -
able on Yale’s campus, it is time
for Yale to shed itself of its War
on Drugs mentality from 1990
and step instead into 2024: stu-
dents, staff and faculty need
and deserve training on admin-
istering Narcan — on campus,
off-campus and beyond.

Student initiatives and fund-
ing efforts can only function for
so long. YCC’s budget is not large
enough to train and supply every
student with Narcan, and SSDP

and YEMS are not expansive
enoughto train and educate every-
one on the issue.

The time for broad action and
preparation is now. We must
become proactive in preventing
overdose, not reactive. Yale cannot
wait for something to happen and
realize it must meet the moment.
By then, it’ll already be far too late.

We call upon Yale to take up
the burden of safe drug educa-
tion, overdose prevention and
harm mitigation. It’s time to live in
2024 and ensure that every mem-
ber of the Yale community has
the means to protect strangers
and loved ones from preventable
death. Yale’s hierarchy must shift.
We must strive to radically shift
University policy to prioritize stu-
dents and New Haven residents’
well-being over the protection of
Yale’s image.

Based on the facts I've been
able to find, it seems to me that
the causal and motivational
details surrounding this murder
are extremely relevant in today’s
culture of violence and racial ten-
sions. The underlying facts of this
case are practically sui generis,
yet as it has been reported, it’s
just another mindless homicide.
Your readers should be given the
entire story.

JULIEN SUH-TOMA is a junior
in Benjamin Franklin College and
is president of the Yale College
Council. Contact Julian at
julian.suh-toma@yale.edu.

VIKTOR KAGAN is a senior in
Pierson College and chief of staff for the
Yale College Council. Contact Viktor at

viktor.shamis-kagan@yale.edu.

Take Project 2025 seriously

“Conservatives have to lead
the way in restoring sex to its
true purpose, & for...ending rec-
reational sex & senseless use
of birth control pills.” That is a
direct quote from the Heritage
Foundation’s X account on May
27,2023. Personally, I would not
want these people anywhere near
government. As it happens, I like
recreational sex. If you don't,
that’s just fine; don’t have any.

Heritage is the top conserva-
tive think tank in Washington,
D.C., founded in 1973 during the
Nixon administration to serve
as a counterweight to the liber-
al-leaning Brookings Institu-
tion. Its 1981 report, “Mandate
for Leadership,” contained 2,000
policy recommendations for the
incoming Reagan administration;
Heritage brags that 60 percent of
these were eventually adopted.

THE PROPOSALS
BEING PUT FORWARD
ARE EXTREME AND
OUT OF TOUCH
WITH AMERICAN
VALUES. BUT WE
NEED TO TAKE THEM
BOTH SERIOUSLY
AND LITERALLY.

Today, it is all but the offi-
cial Republican Party think tank.
The analogous institution on the
Democratic side of the aisle is
the Center for American Prog-
ress; Neera Tanden, its founder
and longtime president and CEO,
currently serves as a senior advi-
sor to President Biden.

Ahead of the election, Heri-
tage has been quietly working on
“Project 2025”: a $22 million effort
at drawing up a blueprint for a sec-
ond Trump term. The proposals
being put forward are extreme and
out of touch with American val-
ues. But we need to take them both
seriously and literally.

Heritage has feted allies of
Viktor Orban, the right-wing
authoritarian prime minis-

ter of Hungary, in Washing-
ton. Its head, Kevin D. Rob-
erts, describes Orban as “a very
impressive leader”; calls the
European Union’s assessment of
democratic backsliding in Hun-
gary under his tenure “incor-
rect”; and says that “there are
lessons from a lot of countries,
including Hungary” for Ameri-
can conservatives. When asked
whether Biden won the 2020
election, Roberts says “no” —
there were “a lot of unknowns
about two counties in Arizona,
multiple counties in Pennsyl-
vania, Wisconsin” — and points
to an internal “election-fraud
database at Heritage that shows
alot of instances of fraud.”
Project 2025 has released a
white paper analyzing the ways
a Republican president could
use executive orders to restrict
abortion rights under the Com-
stock Act, a largely unenforced
law passed in 1873 — before
women had the right to vote —
that bans sending birth con-
trol and abortion medication
via the postal service. Jona-
than F. Mitchell, the lawyer who
drafted Texas’ near-total abor-
tion ban, told the New York
Times, “We don’t need a federal
ban when we have Comstock on
the books.” Make no mistake:
Republican think-tankers want
to bring religion into govern-
ment and into your bedroom.
Russell Vought, Trump’s top
budget official and a close con-
fidant widely speculated to be
Trump’s future chief of staff, is
advising Project 2025 as well as
running his own think tank, The
Center for Renewing America.
The CRA, too, has a list of pri-
orities for a Trump presidency.
One of those items is “Christian
nationalism”; another is invoking
the Insurrection Act to suppress
protests. The CRA’s document
calls for revoking FDA approval
of “chemical abortion drugs”
such as mifepristone — amedica-
tion used in almost half of abor-
tions — and defunding Planned
Parenthood. Vought has written
on X, formerly known as Twitter,
that he is “proud to work with”
William Wolfe, a former Trump
administration official, “on scop-
ing out a sound Christian Nation-
alism,” while Wolfe deleted his
own posts calling for ending sex
education in schools, surrogacy
and no-fault divorce nationwide.

Donald Trump has studiously
avoided taking a public stance on
major abortion-related policy dis-
putes, including the Comstock
Act, abortion pills and what sorts
of judges he might appoint. Sure,
he’ll brag on Fox News that he is
“proud” to “get Roe v. Wade termi-
nated” And he’ll gesture support-
ing a 15-week national ban. But he
mostly doesn’t want to talk about
these issues in the general election
because he probably knows that his
party’s position is out of touch with
the American people and funda-
mental American values — separa-
tion of church and state, freedom of
speech and women'’s right to con-
trol their own bodies.

REPUBLICAN THINK-
TANKERS WANT TO
BRING RELIGION
INTO GOVERNMENT
AND INTO YOUR
BEDROOM.

If Trump is reelected, he will
be appointing judges and regula-
tors who will make decisions on
abortion policy. The most recent
Republican Party platform says
the 14th Amendment applies to
unborn children and supports
a constitutional amendment
defining life as beginning at con-
ception. Project 2025 includes a
“presidential personnel data-
base” of potential candidates for
Trump administration jobs. To
get their names into the data-
base, candidates must agree with
statements such as “Life has a
right to legal protection from
conception to natural death” I
wonder how regulators drawn
from that shortlist will rule on
abortion-related matters.

If you think that abortion and
recreational sex are wrong —
God bless, you’re entitled to your
views. But don’t try and force
them on the rest of us.

MILAN SINGH is a sophomore in
Pierson College. His column,
“All politics is national,” runs

fortnightly. Contact him at
milan.singh@yale.edu.




PAGE 4

YALE DAILY NEWS - FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2024 - yaledailynews.com - @yaledailynews

FROM THE FRONT

“I am awoman | Phenomenally / Phenomenal woman / That's me.”
MAYA ANGELOU AUTHOR

Uonnecticut Office of Health Strategy allows YNHHY hospital acquisition

YNHH FROM PAGE 1

sition deal went confidential to
ensure that they continued as effi-
ciently as possible.

“We continue to meet with all par-
ties, including the Connecticut Office
of Health Strategy and Prospect, CT
to bring the transaction to a success-
ful conclusion;” said Dana Marnane,
director for public relations at Yale
New Haven Health, in an email to the
News in October.

State conditions on YNHHS

The new CON contains 46 condi-
tions that the state’s Office of Health
Strategy, or OHS, will require Yale to
adhere to, including the hiring of anw
independent monitor for five years
that reports to the OHS at the sole
expense of YNHHS.

“The [Independent Monitor]
shall be responsible for monitoring
NewCo’s compliance with all of the
conditions set forth in this Agreed
Settlement and shall produce a
schedule of required reports and
data to be shared with the [OHS]”
the CON stated.

Many conditions work to ensure
current employees at the three hospi-
tals can maintain their jobs. Notably,
the agreement requires YNHHS to
rehire all non-management employ-
ees and use their “best efforts ... to
minimize the elimination of individ-
uals’ jobs” YNHHS must also recog-
nize all established bargaining agree-
ments between hospital employees
and the previous management.

Other conditions focus on com-
munity-building efforts. YNHHS
and the Prospect hospitals must
have community representatives on
its board of directors. In addition,
the hospitals must hold community
meetings to engage the public with
hospital activities that allow commu-
nity members to ask questions.

The hospitals will also work
with local health organizations and
stakeholders to conduct a Com-
munity Health Needs Assessment
to systematically identify commu-
nity needs. To increase accessibil-
ity, YNHHS will also make culturally
and linguistically appropriate ser-
vices available and integrated into
the hospitals’ operations.

All three hospitals will adopt
the YNHHS financial assistance
policies, and all hospitals will
continue to offer Medicaid ser-
vices. Further, YNHHS must
increase its aggregate commu-
nity benefit expenditures across
each hospital.

“For-profit ownership of
community hospitals — espe-
cially when tied to hedge funds
— should never again be toler-
ated in our state,” John Brady,
vice president of the statewide
labor federation AFT Connecti-
cut, wrote in an email to the
News. “We have been consistent
on our priorities — the health and
well-being of our communities
and caregivers.”

For five years, Northeast Medi-
cal Group — the medical founda-

tion associated with YNHHS —
will offer semi-annual reports on
Medicaid patients’ access to spe-
cialty treatments, including medi-
cation-assisted treatment for sub-
stance misuse, dermatology, ENT
services, neurology, orthopedics,
and pain management.

YNHHS will also invest $6 mil-
lion in behavioral health services
that target increasing access to
mental health and substance use
disorder treatment.

“With today’s approval by the
Office of Health Strategy, I encourage
Prospect to work with Yale to reach
a deal that will allow them to final-
ize this purchase and bring a much-
needed resolution to this transac-
tion” Lamont wrote.

Healthcare providers, legislators
pushto finalize deal

Throughout the negotiation pro-
cess, many healthcare professionals,
legislators and health policy experts
around the state have urged the deal
should move forward, and should do
so as quickly as possible.

Of concern to these individuals is
the volatile financial status of Pros-
pect Medical, and the effects that its
for-profit business model has had on
its hospitals’ ability to provide care.

Following the cyberattacks, State
Senator Saud Anwar, co-chair of the
Connecticut General Assembly Pub-
lic Health Committee, told the News
in October that the hospitals could
not bill their patients or pay medical
supply vendors.

As a result, the CT Mirror also
reported that the state was also
forced to provide a $7 million bailout
to the hospitals, which were strug-
gling to stay afloat after being unable
to receive Medicaid reimbursements
during the attacks.

“Thiswas aperfect storm from the
hospitals’ perspective,” Anwar wrote
in an email to the News. “They were
already struggling financially, and the
fact that their medical records and
ability to see as many patients as they
usually see, as well as their ability to
bill patients as normal, resulted in a
financialissue that harmed cash flow,
making their ability to manage their
finances significantly more difficult”

Prospect owes the state at least
$67.39 million in health provider
taxes that date back to March
2022, according to three state tax
liens filed against the Califor-
nia-based company.

The company’s financial strug-
gles and alleged mismanagement
have generated widespread frus-
tration among several Connecticut
healthcare providers, who told the
News that they continue to support
the YNHHS purchase of the Pros-
pect hospitals.

Those financial difficulties “call
attention to the dire need for respon-
sible, committed new ownership of
ECHN's hospitals,” said Diane Carl-
son, president of the Manches-
ter Federation of LPNs and Techs
United, AFT Local 5144, who works
as a licensed practical nurse at Man-
chester Memorial Hospital.

The Connecticut Office of Health Strategy established conditions for YNHHS to begin finalizing the terms of its long-awaited acquisition of three state hospitals. / Yale Daily News

The state’s approval of the CON
greenlights the way for Yale to final-
ize the terms of the acquisition.

“QOur patients and our caregiv-
ers deserve better than ahedge fund
that fails to pay its fair share to the
communities from which it profits,”’
she added.

According to Rep. Jason Doucette,
D-Manchester, the state represen-
tative for one of the towns contain-
ing a Prospect hospital, Prospect’s
management style has “negatively
affected” the availability of vendors
and supplies.

He believes that Prospect’s
financial woes also harm the
morale of doctors, nurses and other
hospital employees.

“The private equity model of doing
business in health care, together
with [Prospect’s] inability to refi-
nance certain company debts, then
compounded by the cyber attack in
mid-2023, created a dire situation
where the bills simply weren’t get-
ting paid,” he wrote in an email to the
News. “Most of the people I speak to
in the community are hopeful that
the acquisition by Yale will bring a
significant overall improvement to
the ECHN system generally, and that
frankly anything is likely to be better
than the current situation”

As the deal moves forward after
the state’s approval, however,
healthcare professionals continue
toprovide care to Connecticut res-
idents, even as they face uncer-
tainty over future management
and job prospects.

Annie-Marie Cerra, president
of AFT Local 5055 for Manches-
ter Memorial Hospital Nurses and
an emergency department nurse at
Manchester Memorial, highlighted
healthcare workers’ continued com-
mitment in an email to the News.

“This acquisition process has
created a lot of anxiety for all of us.
Despite that, our member nurses and
health professionals — as well as our
physician colleagues — have shown
up every day in our hospitals to pro-
vide the excellent care our patients
and their families deserve.”

Yale New Haven Hospital was
founded as the General Hospital
Society of Connecticut in 1826.

Contact
GIRI VISWANATHAN at
giri.viswanathan@yale.edu,

ADAM MCPHAIL at

adam.mcpchail@yale.edu,

ASUKA KODA at
asuka.koda@yale.edu
and ALEXANDRA MARTINEZ -
GARCIA at
alexandra.martinez-garcia@yale.edu .

Fewer than four percent of applicants admitted to class of 2028

ADMISSIONS FROM PAGE 1

“The diverse range of
strengths, ambitions, and lived
experiences we saw in this year’s
applicant pool was inspiring,”
Dean of Undergraduate Admis-
sions and Financial Aid Jeremiah
Quinlan wrote in a press release.
“We gauge the success of our
outreach efforts by these quali-
ties, and not by the total number
of applications. But it is heart-
ening to see that Yale College
continues to attract exception-
ally promising students from all
backgrounds.”

The class of 2028 applied amid
a changing admissions land-
scape. They are the last group of
students to apply in a test-op-
tional admissions cycle. Yale
announced in February that it
would resume requiring test
scores for applicants seeking
a spot in the class of 2029. A
News survey found that under
a test-optional policy, students
on financial aid were more likely
to have omitted test scores from
their Yale applications.

The cohort is also the first
to be admitted to the Univer-
sity since the fall of affirmative
action in June. This year, admis-
sions officers did not have access
to information about applicants’
self-identified race when evalu-
ating them for admission.

Admissions officers involved
in the application reading pro-
cess will have access to neither
this information nor aggregate
information about the racial
makeup of the class of 2028 until
after the admissions process
has officially ended. Accord-
ing to Mark Dunn ’07, the senior

associate director for outreach
and recruitment at the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions, the
admissions cycle will not be offi-
cially completed until the final
applicants have been offered
admission off of the waitlist.

“Because some first-year
applicants will be offered a spot
on Yale’s waiting list, the admis-
sions office’s selection process
will not be complete on March
28, Dunn wrote in an email to
the News. “We will continue to
maintain safeguards to ensure
that the admissions officers
involved in the review and selec-
tion of candidates from the wait -
list do not have access to any race
or ethnicity data at either the
individual or aggregate level.”

Earlier this year, the admis-
sions office hired two new full-time
employees, whose jobs are devoted
exclusively to community outreach
and partnerships. Because these offi-
cers are not involved in the appli-
cation reading process, they have
access to aggregate racial data about
the class of 2028; however, they will
not be able to publish this informa-
tion until after the admissions cycle
has officially ended.

Due to delays with the rollout
of FAFSA, the admissions office
also does not have information
about the proportion of students
in the admitted class who are eli-
gible for Pell Grants. However,
Director of Undergraduate Finan-
cial Aid Kari DiFonzo told the
News earlier this week that this
will not delay financial aid offers
for admitted students.

Each year, around the time matric-
ulating first-year students arrive on
campus in the fall, the admissions
office publishes a detailed profile of

Of the 57465 students who applied to join the Yale College class of 2028, 2,146 were offered admission, with an additional 773 offered a spot on the waitlist. / Anika

Arora Seth and Molly Reinmann

the class, that includes information
about demographics like racial and
socioeconomic background. Dunn
said that the release of the profile of
the class of 2028 will not change this
year from previous years.

All newly admitted students will
beinvited to campus in April for Bull-
dog Days. This year’s Bulldog Days
will be the third in-person iteration
of the event since the pandemic.

Admitted students will have

until May 1 to respond to their
offer of admission.

Contact
MOLLY REINMANN at
molly.reinmann@yale.edu .
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“Nothing is absolute. Everything changes, everything moves, everything
revolves, everything flies and goes away.”
FRIDA KHALO MEXICAN PAINTER

Stubbornly bipartisan' Senator Joe Lieberman 64 LAW 67 dies at 82

LIEBERMAN FROM PAGE 1

“Ifirst knew himin seventh grade;’
Steiger said, “and then we were onthe
YDN together. We called it ‘Chair-
man’ those days, but he was our edi-
tor in chief and I was on his staff”’

After graduating from law
school, Lieberman was elected to
the Connecticut State Senate in
1970, where he represented New
Haven for ten years, including six as
Democratic Majority Leader. After
losing a race for Connecticut’s 3rd
Congressional District in 1980, he
served as Connecticut Attorney
General from1983t01989.

Lieberman was first elected to
the U.S. Senate in 1988, where
he represented Connecticut for
more than two decades. In 1994,
he won reelection by the larg-
est-ever margin in a Connecti-

cut Senate race, winning with 67
percent of the vote.

Gore, who served as vice pres-
ident under President Bill Clin-
ton LAW ’73, selected Lieber-
man to be his running mate in
August 2000, while Lieberman
was campaigning for reelection
to his senate seat. The Gore-Li-
eberman ticket, which won the
popular vote by over 500,000
votes, lost the general election
to Republican President George
W. Bush '68 and Vice President
Dick Cheney after a recount and
Supreme Court challenge in the
crucial swing state of Florida.

Lieberman briefly ran for the
Democratic nominationin the 2004
presidential election but suspended
his campaign in early February.

In the Senate, Lieberman
staunchly supported the Iraq War,

over which he was criticized by his
more liberal Democratic peers.

In 2006, Lieberman lost the pri-
mary for the Democratic nomination
to now-Connecticut Governor Ned
Lamont, who clashed with the Sen-
ator over his stance on the Iraq War.
Despite this loss, Lieberman ran as a
third-party candidate and won the
seat with over 100,000 votes more
than Lamont.

“While the senator and I had our
political differences, he was a man
of integrity and conviction, so our
debate about the Iraq War was seri-
ous;” Lamont wrote on X on Wednes-
day. “When the race was over, we
stayed in touch as friends in the best
traditions of American democracy.
He will be missed”

After his reelection as an inde-
pendent, Lieberman still caucused
with Democrats while at the same

time shifting away from the party.
In the 2008 presidential election, he
endorsed Republican nominee John
McCain. Lieberman even contem-
plated running on the Republican
vice presidential ticket but was not
picked by McCain.

In his final term, Lieberman
became the decisive 60th vote needed
to break the filibuster on the Afford-
able Care Act. At the same time, he
blocked the passage of a public insur-
ance option, which then-President
Barack Obama — and most Demo-
crats — supported.

When asked about Lieberman’s
legacy, Gruber described Lieberman
as a “man of courage” who took his
moral cues from his faith.

“He was a person who, as he said,
was stubbornly, at least in the politi-
cal world, bipartisan,’ Gruber said. “I
think where it comes fromis his being

an Orthodox Jew, and how much his
religion and his faith guided him in
terms of how he dealt with people on
an everyday basis.’

In 2012, Lieberman retired
from Congress. Inrecent years, he
challenged the Democratic party
line and worked as a co-chair of
the political group No Labels,
which sought to find an indepen-
dent presidential candidate for
the 2024 race.

Lieberman is survived by his
wife Hadassah, four children and
13 grandchildren.

Anika Arora Seth contributed
reporting.
Contact
ARIELA LOPEZ at
ariela.lopez@yale.edu, contact
YURII STASIUK at
yurii.stasiuk@yale.edu.

Peabody opens after four-year renovation totaling $160 million

PEABODY FROM PAGE 1

said. “The other big thing that
we have for the gallery is that

extinctions change everything...
one of the things that we want
to impress on visitors is that
while things go extinct, when

Benjamin Hernandez, Contributing Photographer

one thing dies out, another thing
takes over in its place.”

The second floor of the Pea-
body has been converted from
administrative offices to more
exhibition space, focused on
human culture, according to
Associate Director of Exhibition
Kailen Rogers.

Among the galleries on the
second floor are the “History of
Science and Technology,” “Egypt
and Mesopotamia” and “Meso-
american and Andean Civili-
zations.” The third floor which
is opening later this spring will
house a gallery on “Minerals,
Earth and Space,” North Amer-
ican and Connecticut dioramas,
“Dynamic Nature” and a “Liv-
ing Lab” containing activities
and some live plants and animals
from the Peabody’s collection.

Rogers also said that the Pea-
body has altered its “storytell-
ing approach” by incorporating
shorter text panels with clear,
big-idea statements written at
an eighth-grade reading level.
She added that some of the new
text panels describe the Univer-
sity’s history with eugenics. The
American Eugenics Society was
founded on Yale’s campus at 185

Church St. in 1926 by economics
professor Irving Fisher and was
run largely by Yale faculty.

“So really, what we want to
do is to prompt people to think
for themselves, even more than
before, what these objects mean
tothem,” Skelly said. “So we want
this to feel really useful to a whole
bunch of people and that gives us
the scope to really lean into the
public mission.”

A more accessible Peabody

The core of the museum’s ren-
ovation work aimed to make it
more accessible to members of
both the University and New
Haven community, said Museum
Director David Skelly, echoing
Salovey’s statements.

Skelly added that part of this
work has entailed transition-
ing to free admission, a goal that
Salovey told the News in 2021 was
among those he wished to accom-
plish during his tenure. To man-
age the expected crowding from
interested visitors, the museum
will use a ticketed reservation
system for the first 30 days after
opening. Skelly referred to this as
a “soft opening,” adding that the
museum’s store and third-floor

exhibition space will open to the
public during its grand opening
weekend planned for this April.

Salovey wrote that the
museum has also worked to
deepen its connection with the
city by entering into partner-
ships with the New Haven Free
Public Library and New Haven
public schools.

“We want this place to feel like
for anybody who walks in, we've
been expecting you and we're glad
you're here,” Skelly said during a
press tour on March 11. “What I
hope we've done is really renew the
way we interact and provide some-
thing to the public, as well as the
Yale community ... we’re a Univer-
sity Museum and that means that
we are open to the public, but we
also serve as a platform for teach-
ing and research for the University.”

The Peabody Museum initially
opened its doors in 1866 at the
corner of High and Elm Street
and the current building was
erected in December 1925.

Contact
BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ at
benjamin.hernandez@yale.edu

and YOLANDA WANG at
yolanda.wang@yale.edu .

Mayor Elicker, Superintendent Negron embrace new Peabody

OFFICIALS FROM PAGE 1

first graders from the Family
Academy of Multilingual Explo-
ration and sixth graders from the
Augusta Lewis Troup School as
the first visitors on Tuesday.

Accompanied by their teach-
ers, students gawked at the Burke
Hall of Dinosaurs and exhibits on
the evolution of the human spe-
cies and the history of science
and technology.

“It sends areal statement that
the first kids into this building
are New Haven Public School
kids from the community,”
Elicker told the News. “On top
of that, the fact that you now
no longer have to pay to get into
the Peabody just opens up this
world to so many kids that pre-
viously wouldn’t have been able
to explore this space.”

Following a $160-million
donation from Edward P. Bass
68, the Peabody underwent a
four-year renovation, and is now
free for all visitors in perpetuity,
joining the Yale University Art
Gallery and the Yale Center for
British Art.

Elicker said that while New
Haveners missed being able to
visit the Peabody’s collections
during the renovation period —
especially during the COVID-19
pandemic — the reopening has
reminded people of its value to
the community.

“Of course, we missed coming
in here,” Elicker said. “On the
other hand, having been closed
for so long, it made a lot of peo-
ple realize just how special this
space is, building up anticipa-
tion for today.”

Beyond expanding and reorga-
nizing its exhibition spaces, the
Peabody is also set to increase
educational programming for
K-12 students and develop a
partnership with NHPS.

Mayor Elicker and Superintendent Madeline Negrén emphasized the importance of the museum'’s new free entrance and expressed optimism about the collaboration between the Peabody, New Haven Public Schools and the
larger New Haven community. / Adam McPhail, Contributing Photographer

In an interview with the News,
Superintendent Negron said that
the specifics of this partner-
ship are still unclear. Initial dis-
cussions between NHPS and the
Peabody began three weeks ago,
though both parties demonstrated
interest in forging a stronger rela-
tionship, she said.

Nevertheless, she expressed opti-
mism about how the Peabody’s new
K-12 education center could offer
opportunities to local students and
enrich their educational experience.

“I think [the Peabody] is an
opportunity just to continue to

expand on learning,” Negron said.
“For example, many of our kids
are interested in having leadership
roles and having an opportunity to
go into all kinds of different fields.
This could be a way that kids could
come in and learn from the people
who work here, what it means to
hold one of these professions and
explore academically”

The Peabody will also enhance
the exhibits’ educational experience
through anew app called “Amuse””

According to Dakota Stipp, the
company’s CEO and co-founder,
Amuse was founded in 2019 in col-

laboration with Yale’s Center for
Engineering and Innovative Design.
Once visitors download the app,
depending on where they are stand-
ing in the Peabody, they will receive
videos, tidbits of information and
other types of short-form content
related to different exhibits. While
the Peabody is the first museum to
use the app, Stipp said he hopes to
expand its use to other public spaces,
including museums, parks and his-
toric landmarks.

Stipp said that Amuse accrues
data on how visitors interact
with the app, informing what

types of future content the Pea-
body will develop. The app also
allows users to learn more about
the city, he said.

“When you’re looking at the map
of the museum, you can actually
zoom out, and then you’ll find his-
toric information about New Haven,’
Stipp said.

For the next 29 days, the Pea-
body will be using a ticketed reser-
vation system.

Contact
ADAM MCPHAIL at
adam.mcphail@yale.edu .
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“Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood.”
MARIE CURIE POLISH-FRENCH SCIENTIST

Yale professor Larry Samuelson added to Russian ban list

BY BEN RAAB
STAFF REPORTER

The Russian government has perma-
nently banned Yale economics professor
Larry Samuelson from entering the coun-
try, according to a press release sent out by
the Russian Foreign Ministry.

Samuelson’s name is, as of March
14, included on a list of 227 Ameri-
cans who are banned from entering
Russian territory due to their alleged
involvement in “conceiving, carry-
ing out and justifying the anti-Russia
policy” adopted by the United States
government as well as those “directly
involved in anti-Russia undertakings.”

“I was quite surprised,” Samuel-
son wrote the News upon appearing
on the list. “It must be a very long
list indeed in order for me to come to
their attention.”

Samuelson specializes in eco-
nomic theory with an interest in
game theory. Since 2018, he has been
a member of the International Advi-
sory Board of the Kyiv School of Eco-
nomics. Samuelson speculated that
his association with the Ukraine-
based university was the reason for
his addition to the list.

The Russian government has
placed an entry ban on over 2,000
American citizens since the United

States began imposing economic
sanctions on the government in the
wake of its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022. The list
includes — but is not limited to —
elected officials, journalists, academ-
ics and business leaders.

The latest round of bans, in particular,
appears to target academics. Sixty-seven
of the 227 individuals named on the list
are affiliated with a U.S.-based university.
Samuelson suggested that this is because
the list was constructed based on online
information, and academics typically
have an easily identified online presence.

Yale’s spokesperson declined to com-
ment for this story.

Samuelson is now included on a list of 227 Americans who are banned from entering Russian territory.

David Cameron, a professor of
political science and director of the
Yale program in European Union
Studies, pointed out the seemingly
arbitrary nature of the names on the
list. He noted that there are “a few
people on the list who know a lot
about Russian politics and inter-
national relations,” but also many
knowledgeable people on the subject
who have been left off.

“There’s no obvious explanation why
they’re on it and others who might be onit
aren’t on it,” Cameron said. “It’s no doubt
the work of some not very bright low-level
functionaries in the Russian Foreign Min-
istry who were told to come up with alist”

According to Cameron, the list is
further evidence that “smart people in
Russia” with an interest in international
relations are concentrated in the For-
eign Intelligence Service, an externally
focused intelligence agency, rather than
the Russian Foreign Ministry.

In November 2022, in one of the ear-
liest rounds of Russian entry bans, Yale
history professor Timothy Snyder was
one of 200 U.S. citizens whose name
appeared on the list.

The Yale Economic Growth Center
was founded in 1961.

Contact BEN RAAB at
ben.raab@yale.edu .
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Yale professors reflect on teaching about

BY YURII STASIUK AND JOSIE REICH
STAFF REPORTERS

Amid Russia’s ongoing war against
Ukraine, more professors at Yale have
begun discussing Ukraine in their classes.

Following the Russian full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, some scholars
started calling for the “decolonization”
of Eastern European studies by cen-
tering the experiences and voices of
non-Russian nations in the region.

Per the Yale Course Search web-
site, Yale’s academic offerings about
Ukraine increased over the last two
years from zero in the 2020-21 aca-
demic year to eight this semester, as
professors in Eastern European studies
and other departments started offering
classes about Ukrainian history and the
ongoing war. Some professors, in addi-
tion, added Ukrainian authors to their
existing curricula.

Even then, Edyta Bojanowska, chair
of the Slavic Languages and Literatures
department, said that the new offerings
are consistent with alongtime aim to crit-
ically study Russia’s colonialism — an
effort that has grown nationally since the
outbreak of the war.

“[The] field is really abuzz with deco-
lonial rhetoric. It’s a field in transi-
tion,” Bojanowska wrote. “Scholars are
responding to the shock of the war by try-
ing to account more fully and more criti-
cally for the legacies of Russian and Soviet
imperialism and by charting alternative
visions of Russia and Eastern Europe, their
histories and cultures, that counter those
emanating from the Kremlin?”

East European studies during
the war in Ukraine

In his teaching, history professor
Timothy Snyder focuses on examin-
ing the origins of Russia and Ukraine
in a manner contrary to what he calls
Putin’s “understandable imperial
national construction” of the emer-
gence of the two countries. While
Snyder has long taught about Eastern
Europe, he began teaching “The Mak-
ing of Modern Ukraine” in the fall of
2022 following the Russian invasion
and offered it again this past fall. The
class aims to unpack and challenge this
“myth” of Russia.

According to Snyder, some histo-
rians of Russia have already seen the
war as an opportunity to question what
they were taught about Russia.

“The Making of Modern Ukraine”
considers Ukraine as “an early example
of European state formation and an early
example of anti-colonial rebellion.” The
lectures from the course were recorded
and uploaded online to YouTube and as
a podcast series, many of which have
amassed millions of views.

Snyder said that he thinks that his-
torical survey courses are especially
effective ways to educate students and
members of the general public.

“I think the reason that it was popular
was that it was a survey [that] gave people
a basic structure of knowledge,” Snyder
said. “Ithink we don’t have enough of that
at Yale or universities in general, and we
feel that lack when we hit a crisis like this”

Andrei Kureichik is a Belarusian
playwright and self-described civic
activist who began teaching “Art and
Resistance in Belarus, Russia, and
Ukraine” last fall and “Drama and Rus-
sian-Ukrainian Conflict” this semester.

Kureichik came to Yale as a Yale
World Fellow in the fall of 2022. Half
a year before the invasion of Ukraine,
the Artists at Risk program helped him
leave Belarus after the government
pushed him out for his criticism of
President Alexander Lukashenko.

He said that one of the most important
aspects of his teaching is creating oppor-
tunities for students to have direct con-
tact with people on the ground in Ukraine
and Russia, often virtually bringing guest
speakers into his class over Zoom.

“Understanding the human side of the
war helps you to understand the histori-
cal side, political side, or any other side,”
Kureichik said. “So this connection to real
people on the ground is crucial for me.”

Nari Shelekpayev, another recent hire,
focuses on the history of Kazakhstan in
his two ongoing works, according to the
Slavic department’s website. In the fall of
2022 and 2023, he taught the “Ten Eur-
asian Cities” seminar, in which he, besides
Russian cities, included cities in countries
like Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. Shelekpayev was not avail -
able for an interview.

Professor of intellectual history Marci
Shore said that she long incorporated
thinkers from Ukraine in her teaching.
This semester, Shore also started teach-
ing a first -year seminar titled “The War in
Ukraine and the Problem of Evil””

“I’ve been so mentally consumed
by this war — these are my friends and
colleagues being slaughtered,” Shore
wrote. “And I believe that students
benefit when I can share with them the
material I'm intellectually immersed
in at a given moment.”

Shore’s class considers questions of
evil, historical determinism and individ-
ual choice, which she said the “extrem-
ity of the moment” brings to the forefront.

Longtime efforts to decolonize
Russian history

Bojanowska and Molly Brunson, who
serves as a chair of the Russian, East Euro-
pean, and Eurasian Studies program, both
highlighted the work of their colleagues in
conversations with the News, who, they
said, had been doing “decolonial” work
for along time.

“I see the primary task of REEES to
support, promote, and encourage the
work that [my colleagues] are already
doing,” Brunson wrote. “I don’t think
it’s always a question of doing more
on colonialism in the REEES fields,
but more a question of amplifying the
excellent work already being done by
REEES faculty and students.”

She added that the program hosted
numerous speaker events, symposia, con-
ferences, and workshops, most of which
were focused on non-Russian experiences
and voices in the region.

Last year, REEES also cosponsored
the launch of the Central Asia Initiative,
which Brunson wrote “seeks to promote
interdisciplinary research on the area

and cultivate a new generation of schol-
ars and policymakers.”

Still, Brunson said that REEES
has a limited budget, and with more
money, the program could start post-
doctoral and visiting scholar pro-
grams, provide grants for research, or
start international partnerships.

“Iwould turn this question around and
ask what the University can do to help its
REEES community support and expand
the diversifying efforts in the field,” Brun-
son responded when asked about REEES
efforts on promoting “decolonial” schol-
arship about theregion.

In her own teaching and research,
Bojanowska, who works on Russian
literature and intellectual history, has
been focused on decentering Russian
perspectives and studying colonized
nations long before the Russian inva-
sion of Crimea in 2014 and the full-
scale invasion of 2022.

She added that, with the war, her
research, which used to be “on the
margins,” is now moving toward the
center in terms of its efforts to decol-
onize Russian history.

In her first book, for example, she
highlighted the engagement with
Ukrainian nationalist concerns of
Nikolay Gogol, a writer who is usually
considered to be Russian.

As a department chair, however,
she said she does not push her col-
leagues toward decolonial scholarship
or teaching.

“It is not my place to encourage
my colleagues to teach anything in
any special way. They have the intel-
lectual [and] academic freedom to
make those decisions,” Bojanowska
said. “The way we constitute our-
selves, [and] the colleagues that we
hire, speaks to our values and speaks
to where ... we want to go.”

In the hiring process, accord-
ing to Bojanowska, the department
prioritized interdisciplinarity and
a comparative look into non-Rus-
sian cultures. Bojanowska also told
the News that the Slavic department
wants to hire more professors who
specifically work on non-Russian
Eastern European cultures.

East European and Eurasian
languages at Yale

Brunsonbelieves that thekey to “genu-
ine decolonizing work” is language study.

While Ukrainian has only been
offered as an online course in the past
through Columbia University, Yale
hired lector Olha Tytarenko, who will
spearhead the Ukrainian language pro-
gram starting next semester.

“Edyta Bojanowska in Slavic
[department] did go to heroic lengths to
find a way to get the Ukrainian language
taught and that’s very important,” Sny-
der said. “It was not the result of some
kind of general flowing of support from
[the] University””

Bojanowska told the News that her
department has long worked on bring-
ing in-person Ukrainian language
instruction to the university. Now, the
success of this program will depend
on whether students demonstrate an

Ukraine

KAI NIP

Since the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, Yale has started offering

more courses about Ukraine.

interest and take Ukrainian language
classes, she said.

Bojanowska said that the Slavic
department also hopes to change its
beginning Russian language text-
books. The new textbooks will include
interviews with Russian speakers
from a variety of ethnic and social
backgrounds, which she said “will
solidify the idea that the Russian lan-
guage is not the sole property of the
Russian nation.”

“We have become very sensitive,
both professors and graduate students,
about making a distinction between
Russian and Russophone ... and mak-
ing sure that the research and teach-
ing that we do conveys ... the Russo-
phone world as diverse, multicultural,
and also shaped by imperial legacies,”
Bojanowska said.

Yale also moved its Russian summer
study abroad program to Georgia start-
ing in the summer of 2023.

During the transition, Bojanowska
said that the faculty was careful not to
turn the program, which continues to
teach Russian, into a “colonial venture,’
given the colonial history of Geor-
gia. Thus, students are also required to
learn some Georgian and take classes in
Georgian culture.

Brunson wrote that she would like
to see the University invest in expand-
ing other language offerings beyond
Ukrainian, such as in-person Bos-
nian-Croatian-Serbian or Central
Asian languages classes, all of which
have strong faculty and student inter-
est, per Brunson.

Focus on Ukraine across
departments, schools

After the Russian full-scale inva-
sion, some professors outside of East-
ern European studies started to teach
classes on Ukraine or include materi-
als about the country in their curricula
across schools and departments.

“What perhaps has changed [since
the full-scale invasion] is that stu-
dents interested in the language of
propaganda, in security studies, in
intelligence work, in the history of
totalitarianism, in European affairs are

now focused on Ukraine,” Shore wrote
to the News.

In the Law School, professors
Eugene Fidell and Margaret Dono-
van co-teach the course “The Rus-
so-Ukrainian War” on what the war
shows about the law of armed con-
flict and international legal issues. The
course, which is law-focused but not
limited to law students, is cross-listed
with the School of Management and
the Jackson School of Global Affairs.

Fidell told the News that he feels
a personal connection to Ukraine
because three-quarters of his family
originally come from the region. He
said that he and Donovan also relate
to the course because they are both
military veterans.

Fidell said that he wanted to offer
the course because he expected
it to be “pretty stimulating for us
to teach, as well as for students”
because there would be “so many
potential flashpoints.”

The class brings speakers who
talk about legal aspects of the war in
Ukraine and cover topics like child
abduction, the legality of possible
peace settlements and the question
of whether Russia commits genocide
in Ukraine.

The other course at YLS that cen-
ters on the war is “International Law
and War in Ukraine and Gaza,” taught
by Professor of law and the humanities
Paul Kahn. Lectures in the class, fre-
quently by guest speakers who speak
to either the war in Ukraine or the Isra-
el-Hamas war, seek to understand how
the wars “are both shaped by law and
shape the law”

Kahn said that he decided to pair the
two ongoing wars together...

Read more online:
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“Living everyday in the presence of those who refuse to
acknowledge your humanity takes great courage.”
MIN JIN LEE AUTHOR

As alders ease residency rules, Elicker wants more

DANIEL ZHAO / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

The Board of Alders opened a path for city coordinators to ask to live outside city limits; Mayor Justin Elicker said that more officials should have that flexibility.

BY ETHAN WOLIN
STAFF REPORTER

Should officials who help gov-
ern New Haven have to live in
New Haven?

The question is on local lead-
ers’ minds after alders voted this
month to let certain city admin-
istrators seek exemptions to the
typical residency requirements —
a move Mayor Justin Elicker said
he hopes is the first step toward
greater flexibility for more officials.

The Board of Alders approved,
by a 26-4 vote on March 4, an ordi-
nance change allowing incum-
bent city coordinators to get waiv-
ers to move outside city limits if
they prove to alders “a critical need
or extraordinary hardship due to
exceptional circumstances.” New
Haven currently has three coor-
dinators: top mayoral lieutenants
who each oversee a large swath of
the city government.

Elicker told the News he appreci-
ates the measure but would like to go
further, by easing or removing res-
idency requirements for all depart-
ment heads, who are one rung below
coordinators, except for the fire and
police chiefs.

“There’s, I think, generally the
concept that someone that’s a New
Haven resident maybe has more skin
in the game,” he said. “At the same
time, for these highly specialized
positions, it is incredibly difficult at
times to identify people that are New
Havenresidents tofill them”

For example, Elicker said, before
the city hired Kristy Sampieri as
comptroller, it took two years to fill
the position. Elicker said recruitment
for municipal jobs has only grown
harder in recent years amid a com-
petitive labor market, leaving roughly
200 of the city’s 1409 full-time posi-
tions vacant.

Ward 27 Alder Richard Furlow, the
Board’s majority leader, said it would

be more difficult to persuade the
alders to weaken, let alone eliminate,
residency mandates for department
heads. While coordinators serve at the
mayor’s pleasure, department heads
work under four-year contracts.

“Part of our legislative agenda is
good jobs for New Haven residents.
And so these good jobs should start
where weare, at City Hall,” Furlow said.

He added that he would be open to
rethinking the residency mandate for
certain posts but thinks the govern-
ment should better advertise avail-
able jobs to New Haveners.

Board President Tyisha Walk-
er-Myers, who represents Ward 23, is
assembling a working group of alders
and city officials to consider the mer-
its of residency requirements for each
department head position, according
to Furlow.

Connecticut law since 1989 has
forbidden residency mandates for
unionized government workers such
as police officers, firefighters and

teachers. But other cities in the state
have requirements for more senior
office-holders, as New Haven does.

In 2021, Hartford loosened its res-
idency mandate with an ordinance
amendment that lets four depart-
ment heads request waivers to live
outside the city.

Hartford’s then-mayor, Luke
Bronin — who is teaching a Yale
Law School course about local
and state governance this semes-
ter — told the News that officials
who live out of town can be just as
devoted to serving residents.

“Tt’s often very hard to get some-
body to change school districts, sell
a home and move in for a job that
they might not have two years later,’
Bronin said. “Especially where cit-
ies are small, a city should be able
to have the flexibility it needs to
attract theright team.”

Elicker proposed ending residency
requirements for department heads
during New Haven’s charter revision

process last year, but the idea did not
catch on as a charter amendment.

The measure enacted this month
is far narrower. Exceptions are only
available to coordinators, a senior
rank that at most four people canhold
— and only to coordinators who have
already served for a year.

To receive an exception, a coordi-
nator must be experiencing signifi-
cant hardship, such as one related to
their family, health or finances. Even
with an approved waiver, they must
live within 50 miles of New Haven’s
borders and in Connecticut.

“I feel strongly that any leadership
positions for this city should reside in
this city;” Ward 10 Alder Anna Festa,
one of the four alders to oppose the
measure, told her colleagues before
the vote. “We don’t have anyone that
is qualified to fill these positions that
resides in the City of New Haven?”

The most immediate effect of the
ordinance amendment could be to
allow Chief Administrative Officer
Regina Rush-Kittle to move in with
her family out of town.

Elicker has not formally asked the
alders for an exception for Rush-Kit-
tle, who continues to live in New
Haven. Elicker’s spokesman said Fri-
day that the mayor plans to do so but
hasno firm timeline.

“With my family based in
Rocky Hill, like other working
families, I’'m glad to be able to
do the job I love during the day
and then commute home to be
with family on the evenings and
weekends,” Rush-Kittle wrote
in a statement provided by the
mayor’s office.

Elicker has also not set a time-
line for proposing to the Board of
Alders a measure to allow resi-
dency exceptions for department
heads. Furlow said the question
may have to wait until after the
budget process concludes in May,
or even until the fall.

The other two current coor-
dinator-level positions, besides
chief administrative officer, are
economic development admin-
istrator and community services
administrator.

Contact ETHAN WOLIN at
ethan.wolin@yale.edu .

Blumenthal reminisees with Dems, interrupted by protests

BY ETHAN WOLIN
STAFF REPORTER

Sen. Richard Blumenthal LAW
73 returned to his alma mater on
Tuesday evening to speak to the
Yale College Democrats.

The senior Connecticut sena-
tor mostly recounted anecdotes
from his long political career and
offered advice for novices. The
hourlong event in Linsly-Chitten-
den Hall was interrupted briefly
by pro-Palestine protesters.

Standing before a crowd of
roughly 100 students, Blumenthal
stressed the value of starting out
in politics by forming relation-
ships through local campaigns
and community organizations.

“Go back to your roots,” Blu-
menthal said he was told by
Justice Byron White LAW 746
during the now-senator’s year
clerking for Justice Harry Black-
mun. Blumenthal added, “You
don’t have to go back to your
hometown, but you do have to
set down some roots.”

Five minutes into the senator’s
introductory remarks, an attendee
stood up andbegan toread a statement
demanding that Blumenthal “call for a
permanent ceasefirein Gaza!’

About a dozen students pulled out
pieces of white cloth with the word
“ceasefire,” and some held them up
while walking by Blumenthal at the
front of the room.

“You refuse to hold Israel
accountable, but we will hold you
accountable,” the protester yelled,
referring to the over 32,000 peo-
ple Israel has killed in Gaza since
Hamas killed 1,200 and took over
250 as hostages during its Oct. 7
attack on Israel. “Shame on you,
senator, and shame on all of you
who remain complicit.”

The protesters, numbering about
30, marched out of the room while
chanting “shame.” Blumenthal
resumed a minute and a half after
he had been interrupted and said he
regretted that the protesters could not

hear his position on the ongoing war.
He A1 +the remainingeg cralin

ETHAN WOLIN / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Senator Richard Blumenthal (Conneticut) recounted stories and offered advice at a Yale College Democrats event that was disrupted briefly by pro-Palestine activists.

tain Palestinians imprisoned in
Israel. He also called for increased
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

“Many in the Congress, like
the president, are losing patience
with the Netanyahu govern-
ment,” Blumenthal said, referring
to Israel’s prime minister, Benja-
min Netanyahu.

The rest of the event focused
less on current events than on
sometimes extended stories from

Blumenthal’s nearly five decades
1in n1ibhlic 1ifa

the PACT Act of 2022, which
expanded benefits for veterans
exposed to toxic chemicals, and
brought up legislation he has
introduced to protect minors on
social media.

During the Q&A section near
the end of the hour, one student
asked Blumenthal whether it
amounted to a conflict of inter-
est for members of Congress to
trade stocks.

Blumenthal, whose wealth
oveoonded ¢ Mmillicn 1n 901 caid

in disclosure forms. He would sup-
port banning members of Con-
gress and their spouses from own-
ing stocks, Blumenthal said, adding
that it was “pretty tender territory”
at home, aline that drew laughs.

Blumenthal told the News after the
event ended that he enjoys returning
to Yale, where he attended law school
and where three of his four children
have been students. The fourth will
start at the law school in the fall.

He said he was not surprised by
+he nra-Palactine nraftacte “\What

The News was unable to seek
comment from the protesters who
marched out of the event.

“Qur organization is in support of
our peers’ right to stand up for the
causes they believe in;’ wrote the Yale
College Democrats in a statement
to the News. The group added that
it adheres to the University’s policy
against event disruptions, which the
moderator announced before Blu-
menthal spoke.

Blumenthal, 78, has served in
+thao Ranate cinen 9011
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“Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way
that will lead others to join you.”
RUTH BADER GINSBURG SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

Arvinas looks to make headway against breast cancer and brain diseases

BY JANICE HUR
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

As New Haven’s biopharmaceu-
tical sector continues to grow, the
startup Arvinas is making waves with
its advancements in cancer and neuro-
degenerative disease treatments.

Headquarteredin New Haven, Arvi-
nas achieved two drug development
milestones last month. The breast
cancer drug that it is jointly develop-
ing with Pfizer, called vepdegestrant,
received “fast-track” federal review
from the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration. The company also admin-
istered the first human test dose of
another drug, labeled ARV-102, which
targets neurodegenerative illnesses
such as Parkinson’s disease.

Arvinas credits its success to a pro-
prietary technology called PROTAC,
an abbreviation for the term ‘pro-
teolysis-targeting chimeras’ The
drugs, taken orally, use cells’ biolog-
ical machinery to break down dis-
ease-causing proteins within the body
— an approach that creates a promis-
ing avenue for treating a wide range of
diseases including cancer and certain
neurological disorders.

Arvinas scientists say that the dis-
tinct protein-breakdown approach
targets proteins that are widely rec-
ognized to cause disease, taking the
guesswork out of choosing a biologi-
cal target that might have unintended
consequences — ornone at all.

“We've proven that PROTAC willbe
aproduct ... a drug that showsupina
bottle on a pharmacy shelf that some-
one can buy and take;’ said Ron Peck,
Arvinas’ former medical officer.

The FDA'’s fast-track process is
designed to accelerate the devel-
opment and approval of drugs that
are considered to potentially meet
an unmet medical need. The drugs
also must have sufficient data to
show that they would be an import-
ant and effective potential therapy
— criteria that Arvinas’ and Pfizer’s
vepdegestrant could meet, said Ian
Taylor, the company’s chief scien-
tific officer.

The breast cancer therapy is cur-

rently being evaluated in Phase 3
clinical trials that are evaluating
its effectiveness in patients with
advanced, or metastatic, breast
cancer who have previously been
treated with endocrine medica-
tions that affect hormones in the
body. Vepdegestrant is also being
tested in other Phase 3 clinical tri-
als as a combination therapy with
other medications, including the
breast cancer drug palbociclib.
Meanwhile, Arvinas’ drug for neu-
rodegenerative diseases, ARV-102,

Peck and other biotech entrepre-
neurs believe that the Connecticut
area has emerged as a hub for phar-
maceutical companies to innovate.

“Connecticut is a great place to
do drug discovery and drug devel-
opment,” said Martin Mackay,
co-founder of the New Hav-
en-based biopharmaceutical com-
pany Rallybio. “There is great tal-
ent here. We thought we’d be able
toreally build partnerships with top
academics ... we thought we could
hire great people here”

Compared with established bio-
tech hubs like Boston or San Francisco,
lower rent and overhead costs help
startups with limited funding allocate
more resources towards research and
development, Taylor added.

Mackay described the signif-
icance of partnerships between
academia, industry and local gov-
ernment in fueling innovation.
Rallybio, for instance, launched
out of the University of Connecti-
cut’s technology incubator pro-
gram in Farmington, giving the

YALE DAILY NEWS

Researchers at Yale and the University of North Carolina at Charlotte projected surges of COVID-19 in the winter months.

dosed its first human subject at the
end of February. In a news release,
the company detailed how the med-
ication, in preclinical studies, targets
a protein called leucine-rich repeat
kinase 2, or LRRK2.

Research suggests that increased
expression and activity of LRRK2
are associated with brain diseases
like Parkinson’s. In primate studies,
the company says, ARV-102reached
deepintothe brainto degrade LRRK2
by up to 9o percent.

Arvinas’s recent drug devel-
opment advancements mirror a
broader trend of growth within New
Haven’s burgeoning biotech land-
scape. With its proximity toresearch
institutions like Yale University and
a supportive ecosystem for startups,

Founded in 2013, Arvinas spun
off from the lab of Yale biochem-
ist and professor Craig Crews,
employing a group of 20 individ-
uals. Since then, the company has
ballooned in size to 450, said Tay-
lor. Today, the company has four
drugs in development, including
vepdegestrant and ARV-102, and
has been publicly traded on the
stock market since 2018.

For Taylor, the fact that New
Haven has a less-saturated bio-
pharmaceutical industry than
other cities has helped the com-
pany thrive. In a less crowded
field, he said, startups have a
greater opportunity to establish
themselves as key players and
expand their operations over time.

company access to the university’s
offices and laboratories.

He highlighted how university and
government partnerships helped Ral-
lybio gain footing during the drug
development process.

“I think it starts off with the
state government being attrac-
tive to come into Connecti-
cut: you feel wanted,” Mackay
said. “There was a recogni-
tion that there were great peo-
ple here, that you could actually
build companies. Very welcom-
ing local government and local
politicians make it a great place
to discover new medicines and
develop the biotech industry.”

But Arvinas’s researchers still face
challenges in drug development,

including regulatory hurdles, funding
constraints and scientific challenges.

New biopharmaceutical startups
face high costs associated with run-
ning clinical trials. Though trial costs
vary widely, a 2018 analysis found that
the median expense for a single Phase 3
trial reached $19 million, with the most
expensive multi-thousand patient tri-
alsreaching upwards of $340 million.

New Haven’s biopharmaceutical
companies are no exception, even if
rent costs are lower than in other cities.
Rallybio, for instance, laid off nearly
half its workforce last month, shrink-
ing from 44 employees to 23. The
money that Mackay’s company saved
was used to obtain clinical trial data on
pregnant mothers.

“You can pay in biotech dearly
because you can’t raise the money
that you need so easily,” Mackay
said. “To extend the runway, we
needed to make our money last lon-
ger. The people that we parted with
were truly great human beings and
great individuals, and it was kind
of really hard for us to make those
decisions. But we needed to make
sure that we can get the data to see
if this program is going to work”

According to Peck, researchers
developing a new drug also face a fun-
damental obstacle: uncertainty that
the molecules or biological mecha-
nisms the drug targets will have posi-
tive outcomes for patients.

But cientistslike Taylor remain opti-
mistic, particularly about the promise
of Arvinas’ PROTAC technology. The
technique, he believes, creates a new
way to hit disease-causing proteins,
over 80 percent of which are consid-
ered to be “non-druggable” by tradi-
tional drugs known as inhibitors.

“The challenge is getting the
molecules to have drug-like proper-
ties,” Peck said. “Would these things
actually work in humans? It’s looked
great in laboratory systems, but do
they really work?”

Arvinas is located at 395 Win-
chester Ave.

Contact JANICE HUR at
janice.hur@yale.edu .

Alzheimer’s Buddies eontinues to forge connections with nursing home residents

BY ALESSANDRA PAPPALARDI
STAFF REPORTER

A group of undergraduates
called Alzheimer’s Buddies is
making weekly trips to local
nursing homes, creating con-
nections between student vol-
unteers and individuals with
neurodegenerative disorders.

Housed under the Dwight Hall
Center for Public Service, the
student group pairs roughly 50
undergraduates with residents
suffering from neurodegenera-
tive diseases. These volunteers
visit patients once a week in three
care facilities to offer social and
emotional care.

The group is led by co-presi-
dents Rianna Raghunandan 26
and Sarah Feng 25, who help facil-
itate these interactions between
Yale students and patients in
nursing homes.

“Qur main mission is to alle-
viate some of the burdens that
affect both the patient who is suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s disease
and also the nursing homes who
take care of the patients,” Raghu-
nandan said. “Nursing staff are in
charge of so much medical care,
but they don’t really have the time
or energy to address the social
withdrawal, the isolation and the
loneliness that come with neu-
rological diseases and being in a
nursing home.”

Raghunandan emphasized
that Alzheimer’s disease affects
a patient’s physical, social and
emotional health. While many
care facilities try to tend to all
three facets, the visits by Alz-
heimer’s Buddies address the
social and emotional areas inte-
gral to overall patient well-being,
Raghunandan and Feng said.

Ragzunandan and Feng added
that they hope to bridge the gap
between the isolating nature of
neurological diseases and emo-
tional care with volunteer-
ism. For example, complexities
within the healthcare system
can make it difficult for individ-
uals affected by neurodegener-
ative disorders to form genuine
connections, Feng said.

“Isolation can put you in a space

where you don’t know how to ask for
Faoln?” Fanag caid “Tfanl lilrawrith Ao -

Weekly, undergraduates offer social support to patients with neurodegenerative diseases to try to capture their life stories.

Though patients benefit from
interacting with new students
every week, the relationship is not
one-sided, Raghunandan noted.
Volunteers similarly benefit from
the weekly visitations.

“There are not a lot of spaces
currently where we can just kind
of engage one-on-one with an
older person,” Raghunandan
said. “Volunteers can choose
to repeat volunteering sessions
with the same buddy, so it is
interesting to keep building on
these relationships.”

Volunteers don’t just chat with
patients about their days and what
they have done since their previous
visit. Instead, they try to stimulate
patients’ memories, delve further
into residents’ stories and learn

more about their lives.

The Toaonlinog (Mlace Praleart

ries of patients with memory loss.
Volunteers ask patients prob-
ing questions to learn more about
their biographies. They also inter-
view patients’ family members to
corroborate the information. Ulti-
mately, Feng said, they hope to
commemorate patients by devel-
oping narratives of their lives.

“Through the Looking Glass
Project, we're exploring and
doing a deep dive into people’s
lives — interviewing the patient
and people around them to build
a life biography through a jour-
nalistic point of view,” Feng
said. “Even if they can’t exactly
remember all of the details, it’s a
way to celebrate them.”

The Looking Glass Project was
initially launched in 2023 by Joc-

elyn Ra 722, who worked as a stu-
Aoant recoaarrher in Alvhaimer’c

undergraduate research, as well
as the storytelling in Lewis Car-
roll’s “Through the Looking-Glass
and What Alice Found There,” Ra
sought to create an initiative that
helps patients and their families
navigate the disorienting nature of
neurodegenerative disorders.
According to Ra, the project has a
three-pronged approach, aiming to
benefit patients and their families,
professional caregivers and students.
“For the patients and for the
patient families, the project
serves as a way for them to pre-
serve life,” Ra said. “For memory
care facility staff, it helps them
get to know their patients bet-
ter in ways that might not come
up in normal conversation. Stu-
dents can see and know that dis-

eases are not suffered in isola-
i1 anAd that thev!yra aleAa nart

COURTESY OF SARAH FENG

Hannah Barsouk 25 co-leads the
Looking Glass Project alongside Ra.
She said that the ultimate goal is to
expand nationally. While Alzhei-
mer’s Buddies at Yale is one chapter
of anational organization, the Look-
ing Glass Project’s genesis is unique
toNew Haven.

“The hope is that eventually
this would be a permanent part of
National Alzheimer’s Buddies —
starting here at Yale,” Barsouk said.

The pair is in the process of
expanding the Looking Glass Proj-
ect to other universities. They
aspire to add more volunteers and
form long-term relationships with
local partnering nursing homes
and care centers.

Alzheimer’s Buddies at Yale is
one of 40 chapters associated with
the national network.
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“There is a stubbornness about me that can never bear to be frightened at the will of
others. My courage always rises at every attempt to intimidate me.”

JANE AUSTEN, BRITISH WRITER

‘Past L

ives’ director Celine Song

delivers PAAH Month keynote speech

JANE PARK
STAFF REPORTER

More than 300 students filled
the auditorium at Sheffield-Ster-
ling-Strathcona Hall to hear from
Korean Canadian director Celine
Song on Tuesday. Song, the Acad-
emy Award-nominated director
of “Past Lives,” was this year’s Pan
Asian American Heritage Month,
or PAAHM, keynote speaker.

The film, which is Song’s
directorial film debut, follows
two childhood friends, Nora and
Hae-sung, as they reunite with
each other and confront all that
has changed — and remained the
same — over the last 24 years.
Song’s speech touched upon
intentional creative decisions
within the film, her experiences
in the theater and film industry
and her reflections on her bilin-
gual, bicultural identity.

This year’s PAAHM cele-
brations centered on “Nostal-
gia and the Path Forward,” a
theme that resonated with “Past
Lives,” said Song.

“At the heart of the movie’s
audience are immigrants,” she
said. “And it can be in India, or it
could be in France, or it could be
in the United States. But wher-
ever it is, the audience that this is
for, at the heart of it, are people
who have [had their] feet in two
different spaces.”

Song’s address was preceded
by a performance from “UNITY,’
Yale’s traditional Korean drum
and dance troupe — as well as
introductions from Joliana Yee,
director of the Asian American
Cultural Center and an associate
dean of Yale College, and Zahra
Yarali '24. Song’s speech was fol-
lowed by a short Q&A session,
moderated by Diza Hendrawan 25
and Jenny Lee '25.

According to Yee, the theme of
“Nostalgia and the Path Forward”
is an important reminder to carry
lessons from the past with us as we
are moving forward to the future.

“This year’s theme, ‘Nostalgia
and the Path Forward, is areminder
in an ever-changing, fast-paced
and oftentimes turbulent society, of
the necessity to slow down, pause
and remember our roots, where we
come from,” Yee said. “I have per-
sonally found that whenever I feel

ELLIE PARK / PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

In her address, Song spoke about “Past Lives” as a deeply personal, yet universal, story of reunion, loss and saying

goodbye.

fear and doubt about the future,
drawing from the strengths of my
ancestors and communities, who
shaped me into being, [has] been
my most powerful tool”

For fans of rom-com and film
buffs alike, “Past Lives” has
received critical acclaim for its
modest, yet emotionally devastat -
ing, portrayal of romance. In some
ways, the film’s honest and realistic
nature comes from — “Past Lives”
is partially inspired by Song’s own
experiences. It is a nod and a love
letter, almost, to herself.

The idea for this movie first
came to her as she was sitting at a
bar, in between her white husband
Arthur and a childhood friend
from Korea, translating between
two men who had loved her across
time, space and languages.

This moment would later serve
as the inspiration for the open-
ing scene of the film, in which
two strangers observe Nora,
Hae-sung and Arthur sitting at
the bar and speculate about their
relationships. They ask them-
selves whether Nora and Hae-
sung are siblings. Is Nora intro-
ducing Arthur, her friend, to
Hae-sung, her boyfriend? View-

ers are left wondering how these
three characters’ relationships
are intertwined.

As much as this opening scene
serves to tease out curiosity and
tension between the charac-
ters, for Song, this moment is
an empowering one. Her bilin-
gual tongue, an insecurity of hers,
seemed to be a “superpower,’
bringing together the worlds of
two strangers.

“I remember also knowing that
the only reason why these two
people ended up in this bar on
the same night and our ‘in-yeon’
is because of me,” Song said.
“Because of their connection to
me. And I think that being in that
room, being bilingual felt like a
superpower. It felt like I was now
able to collapse time and space
and become whole and become
bigger than an ordinary person.”

Since its release, “Past Lives”
has enjoyed considerable suc-
cess and popularity. Most
recently, the film was nomi-
nated for Best Original Screen-
play and Best Picture at this
year’s Academy Awards and
received five nominations at the
81st Golden Globe Awards.

Not everyone was sold on this
movie at first, according to Song.
Particularly during the pre-pro-
duction stages, it was difficult for
people to understand the market -
ability and feasibility of a bilingual
film. Song had written the script
before the success of 2018 film
“Parasite,” which spurred criti-
cal discourse on how foreign-lan-
guage movies were treated in
award circuits, said Song.

It seemed as if this was a story
nobody wanted to hear. Even the
script-writing programs seemed
to reject bilingualism, Song said.

“I opened ‘Final Draft; and I
realized that they don’t support
any other alphabet except for the
English alphabet,” Song said. “It’s
away of implicitly telling you that
Hollywood is not interested in a
movie that is bilingual ”

While “Past Lives” was Song’s
first script-writing venture in
the film industry, Song has been a
playwright for more than decade.
If there’s anything that Song has
learned from her experience in the
theater industry, it’s rejection. As
a playwright, she said, you real-
ize that “no one wants to do your
plays anyway.” Just as she had

done with theater-writing, Song
pushed on and continued to write.

Even as she met and spoke
with audiences in various differ-
ent countries, Song noted that
this story is particularly relat-
able for viewers who are used to
having their feet in two different
worlds: “sometimes bilingual,
sometimes bicultural and some-
times not even fully that.”

At the same time, however,
there is a universality to the heart -
ache and yearning of “Past Lives,’
said Song. She recalled a con-
versation she had with an audi-
ence member in Galway, Ireland,
who tearfully spoke to her about
his childhood sweetheart, all the
while pronouncing “in-yeon,” the
Korean word for fate, in a heavy
Irish accent.

“There’s a way that you can watch
‘Past Lives’ where it is quite a univer-
sal feeling,” Song said. “Just by hav-
ing been 16 once and no longer 16
and feeling displaced from the person
that you were when you were 16 and
having become a different person,
because now you're alittle bit older ...
I'think that’s the reason why the audi-
ence existed in such a big way?”’

For Lee, one of the co-moder-
ators for the Q&A portion of the
talk, “Past Lives” is more than a
story of romance.

The film presents a chance for
its characters, as well as viewers,
to properly say goodbye.

“To me, it was a story about a
childhood sweetheart and a now-
lover but also about letting go of a
life that could’ve been,’ Lee said in
an interview with the News. “It’s
about visiting Korea and seeing
high school-aged girls in uniforms
and wondering what I could’ve
looked like in a Korean high school
uniform. It wasn’t just a film about
letting go of an imagined romance
with someone but also about
mourning versions of a life forfeited
to, as Celine Song shared in her key-
note, the Pacific Ocean and time.”

Song’s play “Endlings” pre-
miered at the American Reper-
tory Theater in 2019 and tells
the tale of three older Korean
haenyeos — female sea divers —
and a Korean-Canadian writer
residing in New York.

Contact JANE PARKat
jane.park@yale.edu .

Yale Student Film festival to feature
award-winning speakers

LUCIANA VARKEVISSER
STAFF REPORTER

This spring, the Yale Student
Film Festival team will be hosting its
ninth annual film festival featuring
award-winning filmmakers and the
best of student filmmaking.

The Yale Student Film Festival
screens student films from around
the world. Submissions are sorted
into five categories: narrative,
experimental, documentary, ani-
mation and high school. Films are
then reviewed by a panel of judges,
including industry professionals
and Yale faculty members. The fes-
tival will include screenings of sub-
missions and a featured screening of
afilm from David Hemingson ’86.

This festival is “an opportunity
to see some of the best shorts that
are being made around the world
in one auditorium,” said co-di-
rector of the festival Gabrielle
Burrus Bustamante '26.

The submission team received
over 600 films from 20 coun-
tries. Out of that pool, only 50
were selected for awards and
screenings. The festival itself will
include screening blocks for those
films that were chosen, award cer-
emonies and parties.

This film festival is unique in the
sense that it is curated specially for
college filmmakers, giving them
the opportunity to gain production
and critical skills in filmmaking.

In addition to student screen-
ings, the festival will host
renowned film industry profes-

sionals to lead Q&A-style talks
and workshops.

Big Apple Film Festival’s
Women Filmmakers Short Film
2019 winner, Patrice Bowman ’15,
willlead a color grading workshop.
Producer of “Eternal Sunshine
of The Spotless Mind,” Anthony
Bregman ’88, and producer of
“Past Lives,” Pamela Koffler ’87,
will lead a session on independent
producing. Writer and co-ex-
ecutive producer of “The Boys,”
Michael Saltzman '86, will lead a
talk on TV writing and producing.

A full list of the festival’s work-
shops and networking events can
be found on their website.

With the appearance of talented
Yale alumni, in addition to films
by Yale students, the festival team
hopes to bring light to the artistic
talent of the Yale community.

“I’'minterested in making a com-
munity for young filmmakers,” said
director of programming Marissa
Blum 24, “and to give aname to Yale
as a place for student filmmaking”

The festival will host three fea-
ture screenings. The Connecti-
cut premiere of the documen-
tary “Roleplay,” a film following
a group of Tulane students as
they confront sexual violence
on their campus, will include
a post-screening conversation
moderated by Yale Communica-
tion and Consent Educators. The
film’s producer Jenny Mercein '95
and director Katie Matthews will
be present for the screening.

The sci-fi mystery “Karmalink”

The Yale Student Film Festival team will host its annual film festival this April.

will be screened and joined by pro-
ducer Valerie Steinberg — producer
of the 2022 Cannes festival Caméra
D’Or award-winner, “War Pony.”’

The festival’s “spotlight
screening” of “The Holdovers”
will be joined by writer and pro-
ducer of the Oscar-nominated
film, David Hemmingson.

The festival is a “center for stu-
dent filmmaking in the northeast”
and aims to “celebrate the next gen-
eration of filmmakers,” said festival

co-director Eli Berliner ’26.

Because the festival boasts sub-
missions from across the world,
some events will have the option
of virtual attendance.

The festival’s goal is to bring
together filmmakers and film lov-
ers alike. It is open to all students,
regardless of major.

“One of our main missions is
making the Yale Student Film Festi-
val as accessible as possible,” wrote
director of publicity Miette Maoul-

COURTESY OF YALE STUDENT FILM FESTIVAL

idi '25in an email to the News. “This
means our tickets are free and avail -
able to anyone, no matter their aca-
demic institution or major. We are
screening so many great films that
the public deserves to see!”

The festival will be hosted April
11-14 in various locations across
Yale’s campus.

Contact LUCIANA VARKEVISSER
at
luciana.varkevisser@yale.edu .
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Bulldogs fall to Aztecs

M BASKETBALL FROM PAGE 14

program, it stings knowing I'm
never going to wear this jersey
again,” Mahoney said. “But this
has been the best few weeks of
my life. As much as it hurts now
I know I'm gonna look back in a
week, a month, a year and have
this journey for the rest of my

life. I'm forever indebted to coach
Jones and know this program is in
great hands”

This season was the second
time ever that Yale made it to the
NCAA tournament’s round of 32,
the first being in 2016 when the
No. 12 Bulldogs upset No. 5 Bay-
lor in round one before falling to
No. 4 Duke.

The Bulldogs have a lot to look
forward to next season. Three of
their five starters will be return-
ing, and young players such as
Danny Wolf "26, Nick Townsend
26 and Samson Aletan ’27 are
poised for bright futures.

Contact BEN RAAB at
ben.raab@yale.edu .

BEN RAAB / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Three of their five starters will be returning, and young players such as Danny Wolf '26, Nick Townsend '26 and Samson

Aletan '27 are poised for bright futures.

Bulldogs defeat
Dartmouth,
making history

W LAX FROM PAGE 14

ing out after the game was defi-
nitely very exciting.”

Yale’s impressive 8-0 record
marks their best start since the
2001 season, solidifying their posi-
tion as one of the three remain-
ing undefeated teams in NCAA
Division 1 women'’s lacrosse. This
remarkable feat places the Bull-

dogs in a strong position as they
prepare for the rest of their season
and Ivy League play.

Looking ahead, the Bulldogs
will take on No. 23 Brown Univer-
sity (8-2,1-11vy) at Reese Stadium
this Saturday at 1 p.m.

Contact

COLETTE STAADECKER at
colette.staadecker@yale.edu

YALE ATHLETICS

The Bulldogs play against the University of Massachusetts on Friday at 7 p.m..

Yale ready to beginracing

MEN'S CREW FROM PAGE 14

longtime volunteer coach, Henri
LaLiberte, as the third member
of the coaching staff. In July 2023,
LaLiberte served as an assistant
coach alongside Gladstone for the
U.S. Men’s Senior National Team.

“It’s been a seamless transi-
tion,” said Harry Keenan '24, team
captain and first varsity coxswain.
“Mike brings to the table a ton of
success and frankly he just knows
what todo”

Since the founding of Yale’s boat
clubin 1843, Keenan is only the sec-
ond coxswain to be chosen as cap-
tain of the team. Gennaro said to Yale
Athletics that Keenan’s captaincy as
coxswain “speaks volumes to how
much heis respected by our squad”

Last year, Keenan coxed first
varsity through an undefeated
dual race season and earned First
Team All-1Ivy.

This Saturday, the top four
heavyweight boats will take on
Brown, Harvard, Northeastern,
Washington and Stanford at the
IRA Sarasota Invitational.

At this event last year, the first
and fourth varsities came in first.
The second varsity finished third
to Brown and Washington, and
the third varsity finished second
to Washington.

The invitational marks the first
competition of the team’s spring
racing season — and it will be fol-
lowed by three dual races, the
Eastern Sprints and IRA Champi-
onships, and, finally, the 157th iter-

Yale is the oldest collegiate boat club in America.

ation of the iconic Yale-Harvard
Regattain June.

When asked about the team’s
goals for the season, Keenan
emphasized the importance of
consistent work leading up to the
day of a race, not just the crew’s
performance on the day itself.

“Obviously we want to get
results in the big races, but that
comes from executing day in and
day out,” the senior coxswain said.
“We're looking to go as fast as we
can, and hopefully that is enough
tobring home the medals we want

Yale is the oldest collegiate
boat club in America.

Contact

ELEANOR LOCKHART at
eleanor.lockhart@yale.edu.

YALE ATHLETICS

Elis tallywins over Denver
and Harvard, fall to Cornell

M LAX FROM PAGE 14

tied game, was a behind-the-back
pass by Anderson to Brandau, who
shot and scored on Pioneer goal-
keeper Malcolm Kleban. The play
was featured as one of SportsCen-
ter’s Top-10 of the week.

Throughout the contest, the Elis
led the game 57-43 in shots and
28-17 in ground balls. Between
Rodriguez and faceoff special-
ist Nicholas Ramsey ’24, Yale won
19-o0f-32 faceoffs, and goalkeeper
Jared Paquette '25 made 11 saves.

In their home game against
Harvard the following Saturday,
the Elis also saw success, dom-
inating their Ivy League rivals
17-15. Leading the contest by
seven points at halftime, Yale
managed to hold Harvard at bay
and refused to concede their lead
the entire game.

Defenseman Jack Stuzin ’25
began scoring for the Bulldogs
just ten seconds into the first
period, assisted by Hackler. Har-
vard answered back with an unas-
sisted goal by attackman Sam
King, but Yale responded with two
more goals by Kuhl and midfielder
Logan Soelberg "25.

Crimson attackman Teddy
Malone reduced Yale to a one-
point lead, but the Elis scored
another two within the next min-
ute, both by Kuhl and assisted by
Brandau. Malone scored again for
Harvard with 8:43 remaining in the
quarter, and the Bulldogs closed
out the frame with three more
goals, by Keib, midfielder Thomas
Bragg '24 and Hackler.

Harvard opened the second
frame with two goals, by King
and attackman/midfielder Miles
Botkiss, so, in retribution, Yale
scored five in the next ten minutes.
Kuhl scored once, while Keib and
Anderson each tallied two goals.
King closed out the half with a
goal for Harvard, raising the score
to13-6.

In the third quarter, Harvard
attempted a comeback, scoring
five goals in comparison to Yale’s
sole, unassisted goal by Bragg.
In the final frame, however, Yale
held its lead by adding three more
goals, by Bragg, midfielder Cole
Cashion 27 and Hackler, who
shot from beyond midfield into an
empty net.

Ultimately, Harvard was unable
to catch up to Yale’s lead, secur-
ing Yale its first Ivy victory of the
season. Brandau tied Yale’s sin-
gle-game assists record with eight

assists, Rodriguez led the Bulldogs
in faceoffs, going 24-for-34, and
Paquette made nine saves during
the contest.

Last Saturday, Yale traveled to
Ithaca, New York, to face Cor-
nell. After a two-hour game delay
due to adverse snowy weather
conditions, Cornell attackman
Ryan Goldstein began scoring
1:13 into the game. Yale answered
back with two unassisted goals
by Brandau and Bragg, leading to
Cornell’s next two by attackman/
midfielder AJ Nikolic and attack-
man CJ Kirst.

Kulh was the next tonet a goal to
level the score, followed nearly 30
seconds later with another Nikolic
goal. A goal by Brandau closed out
the periodin a 4-4 tie.

Cornell netted three more goals
throughout the second period, fol-
lowed by three Yale tallies from
Soelberg and Hackler — to close
out the half — and Bragg to open
the third frame. Cornell scored
again twice, and Kuhl answered
back with 9:58 remaining in the
third period. Big Red Michael Long
made two consecutive goals within
15 seconds, followed by another
Kirst score with 7:16 remaining.

Brandau, Krevsky and Kuhl
each added a goal in the remain-
der of the third frame to reduce
Cornell to a one-point lead. In
the fourth and final frame, how-
ever, Cornell scored five consecu-
tive goals, before Yale added three
— one by Krevsky and two by
Brandau — which wasn’t enough
to catch the lead.

Within the final six seconds of
the game, Long and Bragg each
scored one goal, leaving Yale in
a three-point deficit to close out
the contest.

The Elis led the game in shots,
48-309, and turnovers, 14-13. Yale
also edged Cornell 44-33 in ground
balls and 21-14 in won faceoffs.
Rodriguez had a team-best 13
ground balls, followed by Brandau
and Hackler with five each.

Paquette made 14 saves in
goal for the Bulldogs through-
out the game.

Yale faces Le Moyne (2-5, 0-0
NEC) at Reese Stadium on Tues-
day at 7:00 p.m. and will travel to
Providence, Rhode Island, on Sat-
urday to face Brown at 2:00 p.m.
Both games will be streamed on
ESPN+, and the Brown game will
also be streamed on NESN.

Contact AMELIA LOWER at
amelia.lower@yale.edu .
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“There is no limit to what we, as women, can accomplish.”

MICHELLE OBAMA ACTIVIST

Despite FAFSA delays, financial aid office promises no changes to timeline

BY MOLLY REINMANN
STAFF REPORTER

In 2020, Congress passed the
FAFSA Simplification Act, which
intended to simplify the applica-
tion process for and expand access
to federal student aid beginning
with the 2024-25 academic year.

But rollout this year of the
modified FAFSA is occurring on a
months-delayed timeline, forc-
ing many colleges to push back
deadlines for students to respond
to their offers of admission, and
leaving many students to choose
a college without final financial
aid offers.

But federal delays will not affect
Yale College’s ability to release ini-
tial financial aid offers to admit-
ted students, according to Direc-
tor of Undergraduate Financial
Aid Kari DiFonzo. Come Thursday,
when regular admission decisions
are released, admitted students
will receive an initial financial aid
offer detailing the amounts their
families are expected to contrib-
ute toward their Yale education,
DiFonzo said. When FAFSA infor-
mation becomes available, fami-
lies will receive a follow-up finan-
cial aid package, specifying how
much aid will come from Yale and
how much will come from federal
Pell Grants.

“There are many reasons why
the process of completing a finan-
cial aid offer can take longer for
some families, but, thankfully,
the FAFSA delays are not imped-
ing our ability to assess families’
need and package offers,” DiFonzo
told the News. “The proportion of
admitted students with completed
financial aid offers at the time
admissions decisions are released
is very similar to last year”

The goal of the FAFSA Simplifi-
cation Act was to make the appli-
cation for federal student aid as
easy as possible, but rollout prob-
lems caused more harm than good,
DiFonzo said.

In a normal year, the FAFSA
form is released for families in
October. This year, however,
due to complications with sys-
tem changes, the system did not
launch until late December.

“Many families — those who
were able to access the system —
were able to complete the form
in maybe 10 minutes or less,”
DiFonzo said. “The problem has
really been with the rollout. It
came out much, much later than
it should have. Even when it was
introduced, it was intermittently
available, and it was down for
maintenance all the time”

According to DiFonzo, when
assembling a student’s financial
aid package, Yale looks at the “full
financial aid profile” of their fam-
ily, using information from the
student’s CSS profile, their FAFSA
documents and their federal tax
documents.

EUI YOUNG/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Despite delays in the FAFSA rollout, Yale will not havfinancial aid office it will still be able to inform families about their expected contribution as planned.

The Office of Undergradu-
ate Financial Aid uses a process
called “institutional methodol-
ogy,” when determining a fami-
ly’s financial aid package, DiFonzo
explained. This allows financial aid
officers to gauge a family’s finan-
cial need without access to FAFSA
documents, using only informa-
tion from their CSS profile.

Because of Yale’s robust finan-
cial aid program, the role of the
FAFSA in the assembly of a finan-
cial aid offer is mainly to deter-
mine what amount of a family’s
aid will come from federal dollars,
DiFonzo said.

“What we do is we start with
the total cost of attendance, and
then subtract out the family share
that we calculate, and then you
are left with a student’s total
need,” she said. “That total need
can be thought of as a big bucket,
one which is filled both with Yale
financial aid dollars and federal
financial aid dollars. So the role of
the FAFSA is really just in figuring
out how much of that need bucket
is filled with federal aid versus
institutional aid”

Yale has the resources to meet
100 percent of every student’s
demonstrated financial need,
DiFonzo said; however, she added
that the financial aid office counts
on some portion of the aid given
out being subsidized by federal
dollars in the form of Pell Grants.

But because of Yale’s promise
to meet all demonstrated need,
it is possible to send out initial
offers without FAFSA informa-
tion detailing how much of their

financial aid will come from Pell
Grants. According to DiFonzo,
the initial offers will be less about
telling families exactly how much
financial aid they will receive
from Yale and more about making
families aware of how much they
should plan to pay for the follow-
ing academic year.

“I feel strongly that students
and families need as much time as
possible to plan,” DiFonzo said. “If
we wait until we’ve had the oppor-
tunity to review all of the FAFSAs,
which likely won’t be until July,
one or two months of a payment
plan will have already passed. The
bill will already have been posted.
This way, at least families can start
thinking about what their payment
plans will look like”

Dean of Undergraduate Admis-
sions and Financial Aid Jeremiah
Quinlan echoed the importance
of giving families as much time as
possible to plan.

Cost is typically the top con-
cern for most admitted stu-
dents, Quinlan told the News, so
releasing these initial packages
will give families ample time to
process their aid packages and
ask questions.

Despite a delayed and compli-
cated rollout of FAFSA this year,
the financial aid office is not mak-
ing any adjustments to its timeline
for returning students. There is an
April 1 priority deadline for return-
ing students to submit their finan-
cial aid applications.

DiFonzo said it is possible that
financial aid packages for cur-
rent students, which are sched-

uled to begin releasing in the com-
ing weeks, might also be released
without FAFSA information and
adjusted later on.

Every financial aid package sent
out to an incoming first-year stu-
dent includes a cover letter from
DiFonzo that explains informa-
tion about Yale’s financial aid pro-
gram and the contents of their aid
packet. Historically, returning stu-
dents’ aid packages do not include
a similar letter.

However, DiFonzo said that due
to this year’s FAFSA complica-
tions, returning students will also
get a cover letter from the office
along with their initial financial aid
package detailing that there may be
changes to their financial aid pack-
age once their FAFSA is reviewed
on the delayed timeline.

These discrepancies between
the financial aid package given
in the coming weeks and those
given when the FAFSAs are all
processed may also occur for
incoming students.

Although the information on
a student’s CSS Profile should
align with that on their FAFSA
form, DiFonzo said there are occa-
sional discrepancies. In previ-
ous years, such discrepancies have
been resolved by clarifying certain
details with families before releas-
ing their aid packages.

But because this year’s FAFSA
forms will be released after ini-
tial aid packages have already been
sent out, if there is discrepant
information between a student’s
CSS Profile and their FAFSA, the
office might have to make slight

changes to a family’s financial aid
offer, according to DiFonzo.

“We are making sure that,
when we send out initial finan-
cial aid packages, we are saying
clearly to students that this is not
a final financial aid offer,” DiFonzo
said. “Rather, it is a tentative offer,
pending review of their FAFSA; if
students qualify for federal aid,
their Yale financial aid package
might change. We want students
to understand that they will get
another letter later on, but their
end result — the amount their
family is expected to pay — will be
the same”

The Yale College Council has
been campaigning for years for
increased transparency from
the financial aid office, accord-
ing to YCC president Julian
Suh-Toma ’25.

Suh-Toma said that, while he is
happy with the office’s decision
to communicate initial assess-
ments to students as quickly as
possible, he is worried about the
possibility of packages shifting
pending new information from
FAFSA documents.

“This plan of action feels like the
best of a poor lot in the face of an
admissions cycle where families
may otherwise have no estimated
cost of attendance to work off of,”
Suh-Toma wrote in a message to
the News.

The FAFSA was first issued in
1992 with the reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act.

Contact MOLLY REINMANN at
molly.reinmann@yale.edu .

Lamont honors Idaho band for cheering on Bulldogs

BY BEN RAAB AND ETHAN WOLIN
STAFF REPORTERS

Governor Ned Lamont SOM 80
proclaimed Thursday — March 28,
2024 — to be “University of Idaho
Day” in Connecticut, honoring the
student band that played for the
Yale men’s basketball team during
two national tournament games in
Spokane last weekend.

“The University of Idaho student
band, a tribe from the North, brave
and bold, bearing banners of Silver
and Gold, donned blue and white,
tried and true, to subdue all Yale’s
foes,” the official statement from
the governor said.

With Yale’s marching band
unable to make the trip over spring
break, Yale Athletics reached out to
Idaho’s Vandal Marching Band on
Sunday, March 17 — the day Yale
defeated Brown to earn a spot in
March Madness — asking if it could
subin.

The musicians, wearing Yale
T-shirts and calling themselves the
“Van-Dogs,’ gained national media
attention after performing during
Yale’s first-round win over Auburn
and also earned praise from the
team’s players and coaches.

“It’s outstanding that the gov-
ernment did that to recognize the
band,” head coach James Jones told
the News after Lamont’s proclama-
tion. “It was such a selfless act and
I’'m humbled that they were able

to come out and support us and be
recognized in this way.”

Lamont’s statement commends
the band’s effort to learn “Bulldog;”
the Yale fight song, and its commit -
ment to “understanding Yale tra-
ditions. It also credits the band as
a contributor to the Bulldogs’ upset
victory over Auburn.

After that game, the band briefly
returned to the University of Idaho
for a campus recruiting event
before making another 9o-minute
trip to Spokane on Sunday to per-
form during Yale’s second-round
matchup against San Diego State.

“Our entire goal was to do the best
we could torepresent Yale University
and the State of Connecticut as well
as the University of Idaho and the
Gem State,” Spencer Martin, Ida-
ho’s director of athletic bands, wrote
to the News. “We are so humbled to
be honored by Governor Lamont and
the State of Connecticut”

By allindications, Lamont is a big
fan of college basketball.

The University of Connecticut
men’s team won last year’s national
championship, and the UConn
women boast a record 11 national
championships. Lamont has taken
to calling the state “the basketball
capital of the world”

On March 21 this year, Lamont
released his March Madness brackets,
accompanied by a nearly two-min-
ute video discussing the prospects
of each of the five Connecticut teams

COURTESY OF DAVID SCHAMIS

Governor Ned Lamont proclaimed Thursday “University of [daho Day™ after the school's marching band stepped in to support Yale.

that had qualified for either the men’s
or women'’s tournaments. No fewer
than ten of the governor’s 26 posts
on X in the past two weeks have con-
cerned college basketball.

David Bednarz, a spokesperson
for Lamont, wrote in a statement
to the News on Thursday that the
governor decided to declare “Uni-
versity of Idaho Day” after see-
ing news coverage about the Idaho
band’s service to the Bulldogs.

“Proclaiming a day in the uni-
versity’s honor is a fun way to

show that while our two states
may be on opposite sides of the
country, acts of good sports-
manship like this can bring us
together,” Bednarz wrote.
Thursday’s announcement was
not Lamont’s first time focusing
the ceremonial power of the gov-
ernorship on March Madness.
Last spring, after the UConn
men’s team qualified for the
Final Four, Lamont proclaimed a
“Husky Weekend” before trav-
eling to Houston to watch the

games. But Lamont ruffled feath-
ers by saying on a radio show that
Houston was “butt ugly” during
his visit. He later apologized to the
city’s mayor.

For the University of Idaho,
there is no apology — only thanks.

Yale and the University of Idaho
are 2,193 miles apart.

Contact BEN RAAB
at ben.raab@yale.edu and
ETHAN WOLIN
at ethan.wolin@yale.edu .
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Trumbull student affinity group showcases Black New Haven artists

BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ
STAFF REPORTER

This week the Trumbull Art
Gallery is hosting an exhibition
of New Haven artists.

The exhibition is the culmina-
tion of a collaboration between
the University’s Belonging at
Yale initiative and BlackBull,
a nascent Black student affin-
ity group for Trumbullians
co-founded by Jenelle Burgess
26 and Alexander O’Sullivan
’26. According to Burgess, the
theme of the gallery exhibition
is “bridging community.” The
five artists — Faustin Adeniran,
Jasmine Nikole, Kwadwo Adae,
Moshopefoluwa Olagunju and
Marquia Brantley — are all local
to the Elm City and will receive
an honorarium for showcasing
their work.

“Ireally do hope that this gal-
lery will inspire similar things at
Trumbull or throughout the Yale
community,” Burgess told the
News. “Because I do think it is a
really beautiful thing to be able
to showcase not just the wealth
of talent that exists in the Black
community and other margin-
alized communities at Yale, but
also that exists in the commu-
nity that we all walk through
every day.”

Burgess said the idea to form
BlackBull emerged among
friends at a study break her first
year but only formalized last
semester with the help of new-
ly-appointed Trumbull Head
of College Fahmeed Hyder and
his wife, Associate Head Anita
Sharif-Hyder.

She said that the gallery was
inspired by a similar event held
to commemorate Black History
Month at Hopkins High School
by Hyder’s daughter Laila. Hyder
then approached Burgess and
proposed hosting such an event
at Trumbull, Burgess said.

“I imagined that there was a
need and a desire for a commu-
nity like this and we’ve definitely
seen that that is a shared senti-
ment,” said Burgess.

She added that the exhibition
also came together with the help
of Vice President and Secretary
for University Life Kimberly Goff
Crews 83 LAW 86, as well as Asso-
ciate Dean for the Arts Kate Kreir.

BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Five local artists are showcasing their work in the Trumbull College art gallery this week in an exhibit sponsored by the Black Trumbullian student affinity group and Belonging at Yale.

Goff-Crews told the News
that she hopes the exhibition
inspires students to embark on
something similar.

“People think there’s this
big distinction between Yale
and New Haven, but this helps
bridge that divide,” Goff-Crews
said. “To have a student in par-
ticular create a platform to be

the bridge is very inspiring and
definitely needed.”

Nikole, one of the artists, told
the News that it was a “huge
honor” to exhibit her work
alongside other New Haven art-
ists at the University.

She added that she hopes her
work fosters a sense of belong-
ing in viewers and that simi-

lar programs continue to create a
“mutual relationship” between
Yale and New Haven.

“I grew up in New Haven, and
I don’t think I've really been on
campus and so I think programs
like this could be a way to bridge
that gap,” Nikole said. “There could
be a mutual relationship where it’s
not just Yale reaching back to the

community but the community
imparting their knowledge back
into Yale and its community.”

The gallery is open from 6:00
to 8:30 p.m. every day this week
until Friday at Trumbull College.

Contact
BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ at
benjamin.hernandez@yale.edu .

Urban Resources Initiative plants first of 1,000 new trees

BY LILY BELLE POLING
STAFF REPORTER

On Monday morning, New
Haveners gathered at Kimberly Field
Park to celebrate the first tree plant -
ing of the 2024 tree planting season.
This treeis the first of 1,000 trees the
Urban Resources Initiative will plant
in New Haven this year.

“Trees are awesome,’ said Mayor
Justin Elicker at the celebration.
“They are beautiful, they’re wonder-
ful for the environment because they
suck in carbon so we can help reduce
the impacts of climate change, they
shade our neighborhoods to keep
our cities cooler [and] they provide
habitat for the birds that we’re hear-
ing right now. We need many, many
more trees in our city”

Thanks to a $2.6 million grant
from the U.S. Forest Service through
the Inflation Reduction Act, the URI
is going to be planting 1,000 trees
per year for the next five years, up
from the 500 it planted in 2023. URI
has been planting trees for at least
thelast 20 years.

In addition to the first tree
planted in Kimberly Field Park,
which is the largest park in New
Haven’s Hill neighborhood, Col-
leen Murphy-Dunning — the
director of URI — announced plans
to plant a total of 30 trees in the
park this week.

“Yale researchers have studied
satellite images of New Haven and
found that some of our neighbor-
hoods, like Fair Haven and the Hill,
can have surface temperatures that
are 20 degrees hotter than other
New Haven neighborhoods because
they have less trees and less park-
land,” Murphy-Dunning said.

The remaining 970 trees will be
planted in the types of neighbor-
hoods Murphy-Dunning referenced
that have fewer trees and hotter
temperatures due to climate change.

Murphy-Dunning also
announced that the URI is work-
ing with IRIS — Integrated Refugee

COURTESY OF JOSEPH DWYER

Thanks to a $2.6 million grant, the URI will be planting 1,000 trees per year for the next five years, the first of which was planted Monday morning.

& Immigration Services — which
will help spread the word about the
opportunity to have a tree planted
for free in backyards, parks, schools
and wherever residents want them.

“We only plant trees where
people want them. We will plant
for a resident, a school, a park
[or] a business. Any institution
who would like a free tree, we will
plant it for you — if you promise to
love and care for that tree by just
watering it once a week,” Mur-
phy-Dunning announced to the
crowd. “So, we ask the public’s
help in fighting climate change
and growing our green workforce
by requesting a tree from URIL”

In addition to the trees being
planted, the city and URI, thanks
to a $60,000 grant from the Con-
necticut Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection,
will also be making improvements
to Kimberly Park.

The other improvements to Kim-
berly Field will include upgrading
the park trail, installing benches and
trash cans, resurfacing the basket -
ball court, improving the entrance
between the school and park and
planting other flowers and shrubs.

“For the last couple years, our
community has poured its heart and
soul into advocating for this park,
a space that holds so much mean-

ing for all of us. We all know Kim-
berly Field hasn’t gotten the atten-
tion it deserves, and this is a story we
see repeated across the city;’ Crystal
Fernandez, co-founder of Friends
of Kimberly Park, said. “Neighbor-
hoods most impacted by environ-
mental injustice often lack access to
quality parks. This project is a sym-
bol of our collective power”
Kimberly Field Park is located
next to the Betsy Ross Arts Magnet
School parking lot, which uses the
park for student recreation.
Principal Jennifer Jenkins men-
tioned that many families and
members of the community walk
or ride their bikes in the school

parking lot for exercise, so she was
glad to see this park become some-
thing that can be a part of their
daily lives.

“It is beautiful to see [this proj-
ect] finally come to fruition,” Jenkins
said. “It is just like with trees: we
always see the big end result, but we
don’t always see how the roots are
planted into the ground. So I must
say the process of getting here is
definitely much like these trees being
planted today”

The Urban Resources Initiative
began in Baltimore in 1989.

Contact LILY BELLE POLING
at lily.poling@yale.edu .
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THROUGH THE LENS

Ya | e an d The Yale Peruvian Scientific Expedition in 1911 made tha

"scientific discovery™ of Machu Picchu.

M a c h u P I cc h u With help from Cusco histerians and farmers like Melchor Arteaga,
Yale professor Hiram Bingham described and mapped Machu Picchw
Items excavated there in 1912 were at Yale for a century, Today, all are
praserved at the Museo Machu Piechu, Casa Concha, in Cusco, Peru,
ereated by a collaboration between Yale University and the Universidad
Nacional de San Antonio Abad del Cusco.
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v personal highlight has to be reaching 100 career goals. I didn’t even realize I was close

to that mark so finding out after the game was definitely very exciting,”
YALE WOMEN’S LACROSSE STAR JENNA COLIGNON '25 SAID OF HER 100TH CAREER GOAL

M BBall: Yale falls to SDSU,
ending March Madness run

BY BEN RAAB
STAFF REPORTER

SPOKANE — As Spokane Arena
emptied, Yale head coach James
Jones went over to thank the Yale
fan section and cheerleaders.

No. 13 Yale couldn’t pull off a
second upset against No. 5 San
Diego State Sunday night, fall-
ing 85-57 after the Aztecs got out
to a hot first half start and made
13-27 threes throughout the game.
The loss comes on the heels of a
thrilling 78-76 victory over No. 4
Auburn on Friday night.

“San Diego State played a tre-
mendous game,” head coach
James Jones said following the
loss. “They usually don’t make
too many threes but saw me
coming and figured they’d make
them all today.”

Point guard Bez Mbeng ’25 led
the Bulldogs in scoring with 12
points, while the Aztecs Jaedon
LeDee finished with 26 points on
9-12 from the field.

San Diego State will go on to play
No. 1 UConn in Boston next week.

The defeat marks the end of the
road for seniors August Mahoney
24, Matt Knowling 24 and Yus-
sif Basa-Ama ’'24. The three
players played through one of
the greatest four year stretches
in Yale basketball history, which
included two NCAA Tournament
appearances. With 86 career
wins, Mahoney is the program’s
all time winningest player.

“Knowing how much work I’ve
put in throughout my life and how
much we’ve accomplished as a

SEE M BASKETBALL PAGE 10

BEN RAAB / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

The Bulldogs couldn't pull off a second upset against San Diego State, but they still
are heading home as one of the most accomplished teams in program history.

WLAX: Yale crushes Dartmouth
with record-breaking win

BY COLETTE STAADECKER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Over their spring break, the
No. 16 Yale women’s lacrosse
team (8-0, 2-0 Ivy) had a dom-
inant two weeks, securing vic-
tories against the University of
Connecticut (4-5, 0—1 Big East),
Central Connecticut State (2-7,
2-3 NEC) and Rutgers (5-5, 0-3
B1G). The Bulldogs have not won
against UConn since 2019, when
they topped the Huskies 17-11.

On Sunday afternoon, the
Bulldogs traveled to Hanover,
New Hampshire to face off
against Dartmouth (5-3, 0-2
Ivy) and earned a decisive 15-5
victory. This game marks the
Bulldogs’ third consecutive

win against the Big Green and
the largest margin of victory in
school history.

Dartmouth started strong, net -
ting the game’s first two goals and
keeping the score tight until half-
time, trailing the Blue and White
only by four. At halftime, Yale led
7-4. The Bulldogs rallied in the
third quarter to outscore the Big
Green 6-1, and maintained their
momentum until the end.

Although Dartmouth trailed
behind by a small margin in the
first half, by the end of the third
quarter the Bulldogs were dom-
inating the game and leading by
eight. The Blue and White out-
shot Dartmouth 33-10, conceding
only a single shot to the Big Green
in the second half.

YALE ATHLETICS
The women'’s lacrosse team emerged victorious against Dartmouth, marking their second lvy League win of the season.

In a standout performance,
four Bulldogs secured a game-
best four points each: Sky Car-
rasquillo ’25, Chloe Conaghan
'24, Taylor Everson ’25 and Ash-
ley Kiernan ’'27. Kiernan notably
achieved her first career hat trick.
Adding to the impressive tally,
Taylor Lane 25 and Jenna Col-
lignon ’25 also recorded hat tricks
of their own.

An honorable mention must go
to Collignon, who scored her 100th
career goal in the third quarter.

“My personal highlight
has to be reaching 100 career
goals,” Collignon wrote to the
News. “I didn’t even realize I
was close to that mark so find-

SEE W LAX PAGE 10

MEN'S CREW: Bulldogs welcome
new coach ahead of season

YALE ATHLETICS

The Yale men's heavyweight crew team is ready to kick off their 2024 spring rac-
ing season — with Olympian Mike Gennaro now the team’s head coach.

BY ELEANOR LOCKHART
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Last season, the Yale men’s
heavyweight crew team seized
its seventh-consecutive Eastern
Sprints and Ivy League Cham-
pionship titles and secured
fourth place in the national
Intercollegiate Rowing Asso-
ciation Championship. These
titles, combined with a victory
over Harvard in June, capped off
the final season of head coach
Steve Gladstone’s 50-plus-year
coaching career. Gladstone, tied
for all-time winningest Amer-
ican collegiate crew coach, left
big shoes to fill.

Thankfully, the team is in
extremely capable hands. Mike
Gennaro, who served as Glad-
stone’s second in command since
2016, has moved up to head coach.
Gennaro’s own rowing career is
studded with success: among
other accolades, he stroked the
2011 U.S. Under-23 8+ and set
a world record, and he achieved
an alternate position for the 2012
London Summer Olympic Games.

Gennaro’s promotion was not
the only staffing change instituted
this season. The team also pro-
moted its third coach, Matt Fluhr,
to the second position, and hired

SEE MEN'S CREW PAGE 10

MLAX: No. 11 Bulldogs go
2-1over spring break

BY AMELIA LOWER
STAFFREPORTER

After falling to Penn State in
overtime on March 2, the Elis
made a comeback with vic-
tories against Denver, ranked
No. 1 at the time, and Harvard,
while dropping a game to Cor-
nell last weekend.

The now No. 11 Bulldogs
(4-2,1-1Ivy) began their spring
break with a decisive 15-13 win
against No. 10 Denver (6-2,
0-0 Big East) on March 10, who
was ranked No. 1 at the time.
Yale continued their strong play
through the next weekend, beat-
ing No. 16 Harvard (6-2, 0-2
Ivy) 17-15 on March 16, yet the
Bulldogs faced adversity at No. 7
Cornell (5-2,2-0Ivy) last Satur-
day, falling 18-15 on March 23.

In their contest with Denver,
midfielder Patrick Hackler 24
began the scoring for the Elis less
than five minutes into the first
quarter. Denver answered back
with two goals by midfielder Mic
Kelly and attackman JJ Sillstrop,
and attackman David Anderson
27 leveled the score with 4:01
remaining in the quarter.

Kelly added another goal for
Denver, and midfielder Carson
Kuhl 25 leveled the score again, at
3-3,to close out the period. While
Denver midfielder Joshua Carlson
added a goal in the first minute of
the second frame, Yale scored the
next three, with goals from mid-
fielder Max Krevsky ’25, Ander-
son and attackman Peter Moyni-
han’27.

Attackman Noah Manning
added a man-up goal for the Pio-

neers with 5:04 remaining in the
half, followed by another Den-
ver goal by Michael Lampert 16
seconds later. Midfielder Johnny
Keib ’25 tallied a goal for the Bull-
dogs to close out the half with a
7-61lead.

In the second half, scoring
shifted back and forth between
the Elis and the Pioneers, with
Anderson, Hackler, Moynihan,
Krevsky, attackman Matt Brandau
24, Keib and Kuhl seeing success.
Notably, Brandau’s first goal of
the half came five seconds after
Krevsky’s, as faceoff specialist
Machado Rodriguez '25 won a key
faceoff and assisted the goal.

A key moment in securing
Yale’s win, with less than five
minutes remaining in the 13-13

SEE M LAX PAGE 10

YALE ATHLETICS

The Yale men’s lacrosse team defeated Harvard and Denver — which was ranked No. 1 at the time — but fell to Cornell.

StaT o THE Week 2.3

WINS FOR THE YALE MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM IN THE 2023-2024 SEASON,
MATCHING THE MODERN-DAY RECORD.
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WEHEN A SPIRATIONS

WKND’s Song Reccomendation:

“Slow Dancing in a Burning Room”
by John Mayer
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WEKNY MIEMORIES

An Ode Para Ml MAMA

WKND Recommends

“Roman Holiday” with Audrey
Hepburn and Gregory Peck
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MONIQQUE TRUONG

on identity and the female narrative

// BY CHLOE EDWARDS

For this piece, in honor of Women’s
History Month, I had the opportunity to
interview Monique Truong ’9o0, a Viet-
namese-American author known for her
works “Bitter in the Mouth,” “Book of Salt”
and “The Sweetest Fruits.”

When I first read Truong’s “Bitter in the
Mouth,” it quickly became a favorite of mine.
My memories of reading the book are ones of
home. Iread much of the booklying in a ham-
mock in the shade of a magnolia tree fearing
the blistering North Carolina weather.

I think my fondness for “Bitter in the
Mouth” is due to its familiarity. The book
follows Linda Hammerick as she naviga-
tes friendship, family and adolescence in
Boiling Springs, North Carolina — a small,
southern town not too different from my
own. Truong exquisitely captures this
place, the people that inhabit it and, most
acutely, the emotion of this stage of life.

Similarly, her most recent novel — pub-
lished in 2019 — “The Sweetest Fruits,” is

also told from the first-person perspective
of awoman; in fact, several women.

When I asked how she would define being
a woman, or womanhood more broadly,
Truong said:

“It’s to be defined by your body, whether
you like it or not. I think to unpack that, it
means you are not a blank slate in the world.
There is already a narrative, multiple nar-
ratives, written about your body that you
are essentially born into. Some of it may be
things that you can embrace and you feel
connected to, and others...are things that
you will need to push against.”

In this moment, in the wake of Roe v.
Wade and ensuing uncertainty over the
governance of female autonomy, it is so
pertinent to address how women are often
defined by their bodies.

Truong continued, “I think the struggle
for me, and for many women, is that jour-
ney of defining what it means to be a woman
in relationship to these existing narrati-
ves. What does it mean to you and not what
others have imposed upon you?”

Reconciling mixed emotions over what it
means to be a woman is its own battle. Tru-
ong voiced her experiences and the unique
difficulties that came with growing up in
the South as an Asian American woman.

“I have never been comfortable within
my body. Part of it was actually growing
up in the U.S. ... it was something that was
problematic to other people. And it was
something that I could not understand as
a child because, not only was I in a female
body — which later would become even
more significant to all that is going to try
to define me — but I was in an Asian body.
When I came to the U.S. and specifically
Boiling Springs I became something that
I didn’t understand, which was this racial
other, this Asian other”

When feeling uncomfortable in her body,
Truong says that she has always found a
certain redeeming confidence in her brain,
her intellect.

“The thing about my body that I am com-
fortable with, and have always been com-
fortable with, is my brain. That has never
let me down!” Truong says laughing.

Truong then added, “[My brain] has got-
ten me everywhere that Ineeded to be in my
life today.”

The everywhere Truong refers to includes
Yale College, where she studied literature.

Truong arrived at Yale, typewriter in tow,
in 1986 — 17 years after Yale College first
began admitting female students.

When asked if her educational career’s
proximity to Yale College’s first female
admits affected her experience Truong
began, “I don’t think I understood the
impact of the relatively brief history of
women at Yale and ... what sort of message
it sent to me as I was a student there.”

During Truong’s time at Yale, the odes
to female success that we see around cam-
pus now — The Women'’s Table, residen-
tial colleges Grace Hopper and Pauli Mur-
ray and the Portrait of Yale’s first seven
women doctorates in Sterling, to name a
few — weren’t around.

Commenting on thislack of representa-
tion, Truong said, “There hasn’t been that
long history of women playing a signifi-
cant role at the university. And, you know,
that might seem like a kind of superficial
or trivial thing like ‘What does it matter if
the paintings are of white men?’ Of course
it matters! It matters because every single
day this is what you're looking at.”

Female role models are the igniters of
progress, as they do what has never been
done. Seeing women on screen, or reading

about them in books, is what allows young
girls to envision their futures unobstruc-
ted by what a woman can or should be.

Truong spoke a lot about how she has
been shaped by both real and fictio-
nal women, primarily her mother and Jo
March from Louisa May Alcott’s “Little
Women.” “[Before Jo], I don’t think I had
read about a woman, a girl, being a writer
or wanting to be a writer,” Truong said.
“Reading about her desire and seeing her
so doggedly working towards it and wan-
ting this life of letters that was just kind of
the beginning of the road map.”

When asked about who inspires her the
most, Truong responded, “...my mother
because she has gone through the kind of
life changes that I could never imagine:
being a woman in her thirties all of a sud-
den losing her country, her language, her
family, everything and coming to the U.S.
and having the ability to continue to live
and create alife.”

Truong’s mother later went to nur-
sing school in North Carolina to become
an Intensive Care Unit — ICU — nurse.
Reflecting on this time in her mot-
her’s life, Truong remarked that she
didn’t think she would have that kind of
strength.

When asked what she would say if she
could go back in time and give a piece of
advice to the girl who left Saigon, Viet-
nam for Boiling Springs, North Caro-
lina, Truong provided a sentiment that
many, regardless of gender, age or sexual
orientation, will resonate with:

“There are certain limits to words. Even
though I'm a writer. If I reach back and
tell that little girl ‘There’s nothing wrong
with you! I don’t think she can actually do
very much with that. I think what I would
want to do for her is to hug her. You know,
there are other forms of communication.”

As March comes to a close, take a
moment toreflect on how far we’ve come;
as individuals, as a university, and huma-
nity as a whole.

Contact CHLOE EDWARDS at
chloe.edwards@yale.edu.

// BY BROOKE WHITLING

In brisk Boston Octobers, the Charles River
teems with thousands of boats—rhythmic
water striders that skim the surface, moving
only through plunging oars and grit. For two
days, the water remains disturbed by the coming
and going of rowing singles, doubles, fours, and
eights. Four hundred thousand people line the
river and crowd its bridges to catch a glimpse of
the largest rowing competition in the world—
the Head of the Charles Regatta.

Jennie Kiesling first won the Head of the
Charles in 1975, as a sophomore in a Yale
Women'’s four—joined by Chris Ernst, Anne
Warner, and Lynn Baker. The third year in which
women were invited to compete marked one
year that Kiesling had rowed herself. In the fol -
lowing summer, half of their boat competed in
the Olympics. But before their oars could touch
the waters of Montreal, Yale Women'’s Crew
sent ripples across the country.

Kiesling was one of nineteen rowers to par-
ticipate in a now-famed Title IX protest. The
team captured the scene in words and pho-
tographs—searing their stand into the archi-
ves of the New York Times. Even now, a shot of
Kiesling’s shoulders blazes the cover of a film
that was made about the women, twenty-five
years later.

“Tloved rowing because it was so terrifyingly
hard. Every practice, I hoped I would survive,’
Kiesling described the physical experience of
rowing a 2000 meter race to me, a stranger to
boathouses before arriving in New England.
Only time in an eight-oar shell could help you
understand its oppressive art. “Imagine some-
one has put a vacuum cleaner hose down your
throat and is sucking out your lungs while
somebody else pours sulfuric acid on your legs.”

Professor Kiesling, alternating from rowing
to revolving book pages, knows the ravages of
war—Dboth in historical text and the physiolo-
gical impact of crew. Discipline rules her life. A
voracious, life-long student of military history
and West Point professor of military theory for
twenty-eight years, the principles of soldiering
combat do not stray far from those that push
one to sit in a rowing shell each day. And for the
Yale women rowers, daily battles against the
limits of one’s own physicality also came with
struggle on the Housatonic River shoreline.

Despite the enactment of Title IX, after com-
pleting the same training course as the men, the
Women’s Crew team was denied access to the
boathouse locker rooms and restrooms—requ-

ARRING TIDE

iring them to sit cold and water-soaked until
after dinner. It was from these frigid bus-seat
puddles that something began to emerge.

InMarch 1976, Yale Women’s rowers entered
the athletic director’s office before remo-
ving their school sweatsuits to reveal their
bodies beneath—naked, their backs and chests
adorned with the words “Title IX” The literal
exposure backset a speech delivered by the
team captain, expressing the exploitation of the
bodies in the room.

Reparations to the women’s “Declaration
of Accountability” ensued, and universities in
every crevice of the country followed —scram-
bling to cover systemic infractions.

This moment, documented in print and
film, was just that —a moment in each of their
lives. When I sat down at my dining room table,
checking my Zoom background
to ensure that you could not see
my still-unpacked suitcases, I
was not sure of much beyond
the archival articles Thad read.

Of course, I had questions
catered to the persistent
presence of the 1976 pro-
test within Kiesling’s life.
With over two million search
results, Google had to agree
with me—the hour that pro-
ceeded rather brought me to
adifferent place.

As each woman gradu-
ated, continued to study,
row, or move beyond both,
they maintained a con-
nection that transcended
their boat shells. In adul -
thood, they host “pajama
parties”, spending wee-
kends in each other’s
homes to “just talk”

Though the dozen women that rotate between
houses did not all row with Kiesling, they share
athread.

“We bond easily, because we have a certain
trust, and—I want to say—seriousness about
the world. We don't talk about the past a lot,
although it's not irrelevant. But we're not fixa-
ted on the past, and we don't just talk about
our families. It's just a little bit more—alittle bit
deeper. And I have that feeling with the people
I rowed with and the people I didn't, but who
came up through the same program. And I think
that's incredibly special.”

Intensity grips every part of Kiesling’s life—
rowing, coaching, learning, teaching. There is

even weight to the pauses in her sentences, as
she methodically contemplates and recons-
tructs six decades of life with words. Her earnest
framing of the world was apparent long before
she spoke to a shared “seriousness” Through
her time at Oxford, where she met her husband
of over four decades—between rowing and stu-
dying the classics—and Stanford —where a knee
injury forced her to trade her aspirations to row
in the Olympics for competitive cycling—she
carried a sense of momentum.

It landed her at the University of Alabama,
where her battle for tenure was limited by those
who couldn’t see her utter gravity about the
world—beyond her blue jeans, sweat suits, and
the bright red Mazda Miata that so frequently
found her at the university boathouse.

But her ceaseless exploration and experience

of the world began long before she
touched an oar, rather starting
with abook. Professor Kiesling
was only eight years old when
she began to study military
history, with second-grade hands
grabbing volumes from the “big
kid” shelf—The Monitor and the
Merrimack, The Battle of Get-
tysburg, D-Day. She was only
nine years old when she decided
that she wanted tobe an officer in
the Army—an infantryman and a
West Point graduate. For her, war
was easier to romanticize when it
lived in the past—when it wasn’t
an immediate threat to her
younger brothers. With the rest
of the country, she spent high-
school with thoughts hitting
the ground in Vietnam.
“Part of being a woman
studying war in the 1970s
was not being a woman; it
was, I can do this just like the men, and I am
not going to have any feminine thoughts. And
if somebody asked me about the role of women
in war, I'd say, ‘That's women's history! I'm a
military historian, I do tactics. I don't study the
Women's Army Corps. They're not in combat;
I'm not interested. I'm tough. Irow and I don't
talk about women?”

There is a sternness in Professor Kiesling’s
face, laying just beyond her ponytail and fringe
bangs, that somehow kept this statement from
entirely surprising me.

Until—within the same breath —she did.

Professor Kiesling coached Army rowing and
taught at West Point for fifteen years before she

first began to study the role of women in com-
bat, prompted by arequest to give a conference
lecture. Her first reaction was to question why
she should be asked to speak beyond her field;
then, she reconsidered why she hadn’t studied
the topic before.

“I started thinking about all the times that I
had said, ‘Well, women aren't in combat.! Well,
women are killed in combat — women are kil -
led all the time”

And with time, her exploration of stray
combat violence against women became a
broader consideration of military services in
the United States.

“America is basically a nation of ostriches,
whoaren't interested in war at all. There are some
hawks, there are some doves and I define these as
people who have visceral feelings about war!”

This, perhaps, was the last metaphor Iexpec-
ted Professor Kiesling to draw out for me. Our
conversation became something more of story-
telling: an experience worthy of a velvet -curtain
stage. She was a historian sharing her craft—
what she understands now as an art, not a sci-
entific process of data collection.

Her art is to reconcile humanity with physi-
cal brutality—forty-eight years after she stood
naked in the Yale athletic director’s office. Her
stories now feature the cadets that fill her clas-
sroom and boathouse with the United States
Army-what she calls the “final line of constitu-
tional sanity”]

Her art of thought exists on cycling trails, ski
slopes, rock-climbing walls—and rowing shells.

Six months ago, in a familiar October chill,
Kiesling climbed back into a Women’s Four
shell. The three women who joined her had
been reaching for blue ribbons, placing second
and fourth for the past four years. They wanted
towin, and they needed a final rower; Kiesling—
who just wanted to have a “good row” —found
themrather in arecord-breaking win. With four
hundred thousand people watching the Head of
Charles, they clocked in at twenty minutes and
seven seconds.

“The consistency in my life is rowing—the
belief in teamwork and integrity. But the great
transformation is the recognition that the haw-
kish attraction to war tends to have a lot more
to do with some personal gratification. I have
moved away from that to finding personal grati-
fication in the thought that cooperation—which
is a rowing virtue—hard work, and teamwork
should be used for peaceful purposes”’

Contact BROOKE WHITLING at
brooke.whitling@yale.edu.




