
BY TRISTAN HERNANDEZ
STAFF REPORTER

Nearly four years after New 
Haven announced a state of emer-
gency and students were fi rst told 
courses would be online for the 
remainder of the spring semester, 
the University will end its collection 
of positive COVID-19 reports and 
other campus COVID-19 resources. 

A Feb. 20 email from Chief Cam-
pus Health O�  cer Madeline Wilson 
announced that Yale Health would be 
ending the Campus COVID Resource 
Line, a phone line for information on 
COVID-19, on Feb. 23 and positive 
COVID-19 cases would no longer be 
reported to the University. 

Instructions for those who test 
positive for COVID-19 are now 
located on the Campus Health 
website, which has replaced the 
dedicated COVID-19 site. 

But English professor Katie 
Trumpener, who currently teaches 
her classes on Zoom because she 
is immunocompromised and was 
hoping to return to hybrid teaching 
— while masked — next semester, 
is worried that the lack COVID-19 
monitoring may make it unsafe for 
her to return to the classroom. 

“I really miss live university 
life, including casual interactions 
with students and colleagues,” 
Trumpener wrote to the News. 
“But I have to keep weighing iso-
lation against safety.” 

According to Wilson’s email, 
rapid antigen tests are still avail-
able at some campus locations, 
and undergraduates will still have 
access to isolation kits in their 
residential colleges.   

The ending of positive case report-
ing comes as the University has slowly 

moved toward relaxed COVID-19 
policies since late 2022. Even as cam-
pus COVID-19 cases rose early in 
the fall 2023 semester, the Univer-
sity stuck with scaled-back poli-
cies on isolation housing and contact 
tracing, following the World Health 
Organization’s declaration of the end 
of the COVID-19 public health emer-
gency on May 11, 2023. 

“These system changes do not 
mean that we are taking our eye o�  
the ball—far from it,” Wilson wrote 
in her Feb. 20 email. “The Campus 
Health team continues to moni-
tor local and national trends for 
COVID, other infectious diseases, 
and other issues that may impact 
campus public health.”

Dean of Yale College Pericles Lewis 
told the News that other resources, 
like isolation housing, have not been 
used much this academic year. In 
her email, Wilson wrote that recom-
mended isolation for positive cases 
remains at fi ve days. 

“I think the thing is with all of 
our vaccines, and especially for 
young people, most people are 
treating it a little bit more like they 
would some other virus,” Lewis 
said. “For faculty and sta� , because 
we’re older, there’s a little bit more 
risk involved in general, and so we 
definitely encourage people who 
have COVID to stay home and fol-
low the CDC guidance.” 

The current CDC guidance 
recommends that those who 
have COVID-19, or suspect 
they might and do not have test 
results, should isolate. Upon 
receiving a positive test result, 
they should isolate themselves 
at home for five days. 

Qinxuan Pan, arrested for the murder of Yale graduate student Kevin Jiang ENV ’22, faces 35 years in prison.
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BY YURII STASIUK
STAFF REPORTER

On Friday, New Haven Mayor Jus-
tin Elicker will submit his fi scal year 
2024-25 budget proposal, starting 
the budget adoption process.

Per the New Haven Charter, 
Elicker has to submit an annual 
budget proposal no later than 
March 1. After that, the budget 
needs to be approved by the Board 
of Alders; city alders will likely 
make amendments to it.

“We spend several weeks examin-
ing [the budget], asking questions of 
[city] sta� , hearing from residents,” 
Alder Adam Marchand, who serves 
as a chair of the board’s fi nance com-
mittee, told the News. “Then, in May, 
the finance committee deliberates 
on the budget and typically makes 
changes through the amendment 
process. Then … it goes to the full 
board of alders for a vote, usually the 
last week of May.”

The fi scal year 2024-25 is set to 
start on July 1. 

The budget adoption process
Over the next two months, the 

Board of Alders’ finance commit-
tee will hold three public hearings to 
solicit testimony from residents and 
fi ve workshops with city o�  cials to 
review the proposed budget in detail.

The committee will then meet to 
deliberate and amend the mayor’s 
budget proposal. The fi rst committee 
vote is scheduled for May 13. 

Marchand said that the board 
usually passes the final budget 
with a “large majority” of votes. He 
attributed it to the prolonged dis-
cussions that happen throughout 
the budget adoption process and said 
that all alders who do not sit on the 
fi nance committee are still encour-
aged to share their ideas and input. 

Typically, the board adopts the 
version of the budget that the com-
mittee approves, but “every now and 
then” some amendments are also 
adopted on the board’s fl oor before 
fi nal vote, Marchand said. 

Last year, the Board of Alders 
adopted the final budget with the 
same revenue and expenditure num-
bers that Elicker proposed, although 
they did change specifi c allocations 
of the funding. This means, March-
and said, that for every amended 
expenditure to the Mayor’s budget, 
the board needs to also take o�  some 
of the Mayor’s spendings.

City income and expenditures 
Property taxes are by far the larg-

est income source for the City of 
New Haven. Last year, property taxes 
accounted for 49.3 percent of city 
income. They have increased due to 
the bump in property values after the 
city-wide revaluation. 

This year, the city will not reeval-
uate its properties, but its planned 
property taxes income could still be 
slightly higher, Marchand said, due 
to new property developments. 

New Haven also largely depends 
on the state for funding. Last year, it 
accounted for over 40 percent of the 
budget, of which 22 were allocated 
specifi cally for education. 

“The charter requires us to pass a 
budget where the revenue is the same 
number as the expenditures,” March-
and said. “One of our big functions 
is to be wise fi scal stewards for the 
city. Each year we try to help the city 
achieve a stronger fi nancial position.”

Elicker has also regularly stressed 
fi scal responsibility in his remarks 

PAN PLEADS GUILTY TO MURDERPAN PLEADS GUILTY TO MURDER
BY HANNAH KOLTER AND KENISHA MAHAJAN
STAFF REPORTERS

Qinxuan Pan pleaded guilty 
to the murder of Yale graduate 
student Kevin Jiang ENV ’22 on 
Thursday, more than three years 
after the murder.

Pan, a former Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology researcher, 
will face 35 years in prison as part of 
his plea agreement. Pan is due back 
in court on April 25 for his disposition 
hearing, which will include his sen-
tencing, according to court records.

Pan’s plea, entered in Superior 
Court in New Haven, concludes a 
case that made national headlines 
for the murder of a Yale student 
and the three-month-long man-
hunt that followed.

“I can’t say this brings the family 
justice. I hope it does,” New Haven 
Police Chief Karl Jacobson told the 
News Thursday evening. “I think a 
35-year sentence is a large sentence … 
I hope this brings the family justice.”

Molly Arabolos, Pan’s attorney, 
did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. New Haven 
State’s Attorney John P. Doyle Jr. 
also did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

Jiang, a 26-year-old student at the 
School of the Environment, was shot 
and killed on Feb. 6, 2021, in New 
Haven’s East Rock neighborhood. 
The shooting occurred just a week 
after he proposed to his fi ance, Zion 
Perry GRD ’26, whom Pan knew at 
MIT. Police identifi ed Pan as a person 
of interest on Feb. 10, but Pan evaded 
police until May 13, 2021, when he 
was detained by United States Mar-
shalls in Montgomery, Alabama.

Pan had been held in custody 
for the past three years, as judges 
granted Pan and his attorneys 
multiple extensions to review 
evidence. In March 2022, Pan’s 
lawyer claimed that Pan was 
having difficulty reading through 
documents related to the case 
because he had limited access to 
the prison library. 

In September 2022, Pan’s attor-
ney requested State Superior Court 
Judge Jon Alander LAW ’78 to order 
a “competency exam.” Results from 
the exam that Alander granted 
deemed Pan fit for trial in early 
November 2022.

Pan fi rst faced evidence in court 
in December 2022 over two days 
of probable cause hearings. Sev-
eral witnesses who testifi ed at the 
hearings described how they saw 
Pan fl ee the scene in a SUV and 
forensic scientists testified that 
they had found evidence inside 
the SUV, further linking Pan to the 
crime scene.

“I hope to see justice soon,” 
Jiang’s mother Linda Liu told the 
News after the fi rst probable cause 
hearing on Dec. 6, 2022. “Not for 
money or fame but for the truth.”

On Dec. 8, 2022, Alander ruled 
that there was probable cause link-
ing Pan to Jiang’s murder. Two days 
after Alander’s ruling, Pan pleaded 
not guilty to the charges brought 
against him.

In April 2023, Arabolos — a 
public defender — was assigned 
to Pan’s case, replacing his private 
criminal defense attorneys. Arab-
olos represented Pan at his hear-
ing on Thursday, during which 
Pan pleaded guilty. 

Jacobson attributed the guilty 
plea to overwhelming evidence 
from the prosecutors that linked 
Pan to the murder.

“The justice system takes time for 
a reason,” Jacobson said. “I think the 
fact that he gave a plea shows you that 
we had an overwhelming case with 
lots of evidence. I’m proud of the 
work of the state’s attorney’s o�  ce 
who prepared for trial and gave them 
no other choice but to plead out.”

Pan’s sentencing hearing will take 
place on April 25 at the New Haven 
Courthouse at 235 Church St.

Nathaniel Rosenberg and Sophie 
Sonnenfeld contributed reporting.

Contact
HANNAH KOLTER at 

hannah.kolter@yale.edu, 
contact KENISHA MAHAJAN at 

kenisha.mahajan@yale.edu .
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Pan now faces a 35-year sentence; he was arrested after a three-month manhunt for the 
murder of Jiang, a Yale graduate student, in 2021./ Courtesy of Tom Breen
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City’s fi fth tenants union forms City’s fi fth tenants union forms 
in response to burst pipein response to burst pipe
BY NATASHA KHAZZAM
STAFF REPORTER

When a pipe burst in Alexan-
der Kolokotronis’ GRD ’23 New 
Haven apartment, the tenants 
union leader looked to his neigh-
bors for support.

The Emerson Tenants Union 
registered with the City of New 
Haven’s Fair Rent Commission 
at City Hall on Friday morning, 
becoming the city’s fi fth tenants 
union and the fi rst to form against a 
landlord other than mega-landlord 
Ocean Management. Union leaders 
Kolokotronis and neighbor James 
Blau began e� orts to unionize ear-
lier this month after the pipe-burst 
caused signifi cant water damage 
and made Kolokotronis’ apartment 
unlivable. Blau, who lives directly 
beneath Kolokotronis, experienced 
similar repercussions from the 
leak, leading both tenants to tem-
porarily move out of their homes.

After being met with little 
responsiveness from their land-
lord, a pastor at the next-door Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, the pair shared 
their concerns with neighbors, who 
had similar negative experiences 
with the landlord. Within 27 hours, 
Kolokotronis and Blau gathered sup-
port to unionize from the required 
majority of renters — 13 of the 18 
occupied units signed on.

“It's not just us as a group 
of tenants that are standing up 
and trying to have a voice in our 
building,” Kolokotronis said 
while describing the motivations 
to unionize. By recognizing the 
union, he explained, “the city is 
behind the collective power.”

Unlike the city’s four previ-
ously existing tenants unions — 

which all formed against Ocean 
Management — this is the first 
that has formed against a small 
landlord. According to Con-
necticut business records, the 
Emerson Apartments were pur-
chased by Trinity Lutheran 
Church in 2000, which then 
developed Emerson Apartments 
LLC, a separate entity that man-
ages the property.

On Friday, attorneys James 
Giulietti and Jeremiah Morykto 
issued a statement on behalf of the 
Emerson Apartments, which noted 
that the units at the apartment 
complex were licensed by the city’s 
Livable City Initiative and had 
been inspected by the New Haven 
Fire Marshal in 2023. According to 
the statement, all requirements of 
these two authorities were “com-
plied with and met.” The attorneys 
also wrote that Emerson Apart-
ments LLC has “had a good rela-
tionship with all its tenants” since 
its formation in 2000.

Raymond Sola, the landlord of 
the Emerson Apartments, did not 
reply to multiple requests for com-
ment by the News.

In their request for collective 
bargaining, the tenants union sub-
mitted a letter that listed four top-
ics that landlord-tenant negotia-
tions will seek to address, including 
timely building maintenance and a 
multi-year rent schedule, which 
tenants hope will prevent year-to-
year rent increases.

“We have come to collectively 
see and realize that our eyes, ears, 
and voice are essential to pro-
active upkeep that ensures we 
reside in a clean, safe, and thriv-

SEE UNION PAGE 6
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When I scroll through Insta-
gram reels, I often recognize the 
same joke or format being recy-
cled by numerous users putting 
their own spin on it. Recently, my 
feed has started showing me clip 
after clip of the same trope: the 
camera alternates between two 
people who share some sort of 
connection — on the basis of reli-
gion, race or friendship — telling 
the camera about their stereo-
typical traits or habits and acting 
them out. I saw a reel of two East 
Asian girls alternating in front of 
the camera saying, “We’re ABGs 
[Asian Baby Girls]: we’re always 
craving boba” and “We’re ABGs: 
wait, where’s my vape?”

Jokes might appear in our daily 
language or be referenced in 
order to support the delivery of 
another joke. For example: “You 
never see two pretty best friends 
in the same relationship stage.” 
It is, of course, completely possi-
ble to get through a conversation 
without a single reference to Tik-
Toks or reels. But we college stu-
dents spend time with friends and 
classmates in various settings. We 
inevitably run into these jokes, 
which have become a universally 
relatable point of humor for peo-
ple who may not know each other 
very well. Social media’s reach has 
allowed inside jokes to be shared 
across the globe, spread by word 
of millions of mouths. 

I’m not trying to condemn 
this phenomenon. It’s only natu-
ral to seek kinship and member-
ship within a social group. And 
viral jokes are the latest chapter in 
humor’s illustrious history. It’s a 
tradition that dates back to radios, 
television, newspapers, village 
rumor mills and traveling trad-
ers or entertainers. But today’s 
scope of virality is unmatched. 
Am I laughing at this joke because 
I think it’s funny, or because mil-
lions of people have laughed at the 
same joke?

These two ideas are not mutu-
ally exclusive. Although humor 
is subjective, there is a certain 
science to it. Irony, sarcasm or 
silliness are typical components 
of a funny joke. I’m more con-
cerned with the jokes that make 
up “Gen Z humor.” 

What I have noticed about 
Gen-Z jokes is that many people 
often encounter the punchline 
before the joke’s set-up. Before 
I saw the video of the young 
man saying, “I ain’t never seen 
two pretty best friends,” I came 
across multiple references to it in 
person and on social media. I was 
confused by it until I received an 
explanation. And I still don’t 
find it funny. 

This has been my experience 
for a lot of viral jokes, like the 
“rizz” face and “you’re telling me 
a shrimp fried this rice.” And if 
I’m interpreting the search engine 
“most commonly searched” topics 
correctly, then I’m not alone. There 
are many who are confused by the 

latest trending joke and have had to 
look it up or ask in the comments, 
“Explain please,” “I don’t get it.” 
After we get the joke, some of us 
go on to spread it by referencing 
it in person or repeating it online, 
prompting a cycle that ensures 
more people are laughing at the 
same joke. But how many people 
actually found it funny in the fi rst 
place?

While participating in viral 
trends can be fun and communi-
ty-building, there is value in being 
more intuitive with our humor. 
I’m not trying to say I’m too cool 
to laugh at what my friends are 
laughing at — one of the most 
wonderful things about laugh-
ter is that there is no limit to what 
can kindle it. If I fi nd a viral joke 
funny, I will laugh and share my 
enjoyment with those around 
me. However, some of my fondest 
memories are of cracking up with 
my friends at nonsensical things 
that we keep building on, such as 
an extreme mispronunciation or 
an awkward moment in class, and 
carrying forward funny moments 
until they become our own estab-
lished inside joke. Even just mak-
ing eye contact with my friend 
during certain situations and 
knowing we’re thinking the exact 
same thing is enough to make me 
smile. I will always treasure the 
nights my roommate and I spent 
staying up until 4 a.m., laughing 
until the girl on the other side of 
the fi re alarm door fi nally knocked 
on the wall for some peace. 

I want to be more honest with 
myself with what I do laugh at; I 
want my sense of humor to come 
from authentic amusement instead 
of laughing at the latest, ultra-re-
latable joke. We can be more orig-
inal; we can fi nd a delight in the 
unexpected and enrich our happi-
ness that much more.

 BIANCA NAM  is a senior in 
Saybrook College. Her column 

“Dear Woman” traverses contempo-
rary feminist, progressive issues. 

She can be reached at 
hyerim.nam@yale.edu. 

On Feb. 1, Professor Dr. David 
Moe screened “Myanmar Diaries” 
in his Religion, Politics, and Iden-
tity in Asia class to commemorate 
the third-year anniversary of the 
Myanmar coup d’etat. I sat in the 
front and watched graphic videos of 
children crying out for their parents 
and protestors getting beaten up on 
the streets. It was a series of protests 
I had never seen nor heard about in 
most Western media outlets.

The Myanmar Spring Revolution 
began when the Tatmadaw, the mil-
itary of Myanmar led by General Min 
Aung Hlaing, staged a coup d’etat 
on Feb. 1, 2021. Waves of organized 
resistance began with healthcare 
workers boycotting state-run hos-
pitals. Protestors, consisting mostly 
of Gen-Zers and civilians, proceeded 
to stage numerous protests that were 
initially non-violent. But as the Tat-
madaw became violent against 
civilians, they struck back. The Tat-
madaw responded with social media 
blackouts and mass arrests. After 
three years of turmoil, protestors are 
now faced with a new conscription 
law that forces all men ages 18 to 35 
and women ages 18 to 27 to serve at 
least two years in the military. This 
new conscription law endangers 
many civilian leaders and protestors 
as they are forced to face the reality 
of becoming human shields against 
their own people.

Dr. Moe was born and raised in a 
small village in Myanmar and came 
to the Ivy League at the invitation 
of the MacMillan Center and the 
Council on Southeast Asia Studies. 
Considering himself as an academic, 
advocate and activist, Dr. Moe’s 
studies delve into the intersection of 
religion and politics in Myanmar and 
broader Asia. 

 “The aim of this current course is 
to invite students to explore untold 
stories, exercise curiosity and dis-
cover new interests in Asia, espe-
cially the Southeast Asian religion, 
politics and identity,” Dr. Moe said. 

When he’s not teaching, he speaks 
at academic universities around the 
world, joins grassroots anti-coup 
resistances and meets with some 

U.S. senators to advocate for aid and 
awareness of the struggles of the 
people of Myanmar. In my class, he 
informs us on the revolution’s causes 
and its experiences. Dr. Moe has also 
grounded the class in “lived experi-
ences,” he says,  intersecting politics 
and religion — rather than the com-
mon academic and philosophical 
perspectives. Many students were 
unaware of the Myanmar Spring 
Revolution before taking this class, 
which I believe is indicative of main-
stream media’s lack of recurring 
coverage on these protests.

“Myanmar news has been 
replaced by other confl icts,” Dr. Moe 
told me. “I wish the international 
community could come together 
stronger and protect the people of 
Myanmar … at least they have to 
reject the coup as the hegemonic and 
illegitimate government.” 

A couple of students I spoke with 
also expressed feelings of disbelief 
about not knowing about the rev-
olution. “Myanmar Diaries” cap-
tures the civilians’ lived reality: a 
young child getting bullied in school 
because his father works and hasn’t 
joined the movement; an uncon-
scious protester getting beaten up 
and dragged by the military. Myan-
mar’s reality is often buried or non-
existent in Western media outlets, 
as they fail to cover much of what is 
actually happening. 

In a hyper-polarized time, West-
ern media creates echo-chambers 
of duality, placing significance on 
only one topic at a time. Perhaps this 
calls for a diversion of attention away 
from Western media to social media. 
Social media is an instrumental plat-
form that has the potential to spread 
information and lived experiences. 

“Myanmar didn’t have access to 
the internet for a long time because 
of dictatorship,” Dr. Moe told me. 
“While Twitter is used by some 
political elites, many young and 
old people from all walks of life 
use Facebook today. Facebook has 
become a platform for social move-
ment against this military coup.”

It is a platform for media equal-
ity that should be widespread. While 

I was talking with one of my class-
mates, Hameeda Uloomi ’26, about 
the role social media plays in this 
context, we pondered on if social 
media is an e§ ective enough tool. 
She thought so, citing Elon Musk 
giving access to Starlink to all coun-
tries as an example to follow.

 It is necessary to approach social 
media posts with caution. Because 
social media doesn’t come with a 
vetting system that is capable of 
sifting misinformation and disin-
formation from accurate facts, the 
truth gets muddled. And when per-
ception changes according to social 
media posts, strong public opinion 
has the opportunity to shape politics 
and voter choice for international 
diplomatic relations. Truth cannot 
become the victim. 

As I refl ected on this documen-
tary, I began to realize social media’s 
power in o§ ering fi rst-hand experi-
ences. It is ever important to crowd 
social media with the lived expe-
riences of protestors, who are liv-
ing embodiments of the struggle for 
justice and human rights. We must 
actively search for these stories. 
These stories hold power in docu-
mentaries, videos, poems and more. 
It is our role as students attending a 
prestigious university to be an advo-
cate — whether it be through artwork, 
circulating Facebook fundraisers and 
organizational events, sharing cover-
age on the protests or urging our sen-
ators to co-sponsor and support S. 
res.20, a resolution condemning the 
Myanmar military coup. In a highly 
digitized world, we must be prepared 
to uplift other people’s voices. 

Three years later, Myanmar civil-
ians are still fi ghting. In Dr. Moe’s 
words, “I would urge the commu-
nity of local and global citizens to 
remember the fallen heroes, resist 
the coup, and revive our hope for 
the future of democracy in Myan-
mar,” Dr. Moe said. “One of the most 
important things to do in human life 
is to tell the untold stories of others.”

EMILY KHYM  is a fi rst-year in Benja-
min Franklin College. Contact her at 

emily.khym@yale.edu. 
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Last month, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported on Elon Musk’s drug 
use. Not just marijuana, which he 
(in)famously smoked on Joe Rogan’s 
podcast in 2018 — mushrooms, 
cocaine, LSD, ecstasy and ketamine, 
the last for which Musk claims he has 
a prescription. The Journal claims 
that board members at his com-
panies are aware of and concerned 
about his drug use, so much so that 
one former Tesla board member 
stepped down due to her concerns 
about Musk’s habit and behavior. 

Musk, for his part, has denied 
the Journal’s reporting, writing on 
the platform formerly known as 
Twitter: “After that one pu§  with 
Rogan, I agreed, at NASA’s request, 
to do three years of random drug 
testing. Not even trace quantities 
were found of any drugs or alco-
hol.” I will leave evaluating the 
accuracy of that second sentence 
as an exercise for the reader.

One of my best friends from 
home is an Army Ranger. He gets 
regularly tested for illegal drug 
use, as do all government employ-
ees and contractors. Elon Musk 
is, among other things, a govern-
ment contractor. SpaceX’s Dragon 
rocket is the only NASA-approved 
vehicle for taking astronauts to the 
International Space Station and 
has received billions in govern-
ment contracts. Starlink, a network 
of satellites deployed using SpaceX 
rockets, is by far the dominant 
player in the fi eld; its units already 
make up over half of all active sat-
ellites, and Musk plans to put thou-
sands more into orbit. 

Given his alleged drug habits, pat-
tern of openly fl outing federal secu-
rities law and business interests in 
China, the Washington Post Edito-
rial Board wrote that “government 
agencies should at the very least 
consider whether it is wise to renew 
their contracts or sign on to others.” 

Ukraine, for instance, relies on 
Starlink for its defense e§ ort against 

Russia’s invasion. According to a 
recent biography, Musk deacti-
vated Starlink service near Crimea 
in September of 2021 to thwart a 
Ukrainian attack on the Russian 
navy, because he did not personally 
approve of the operation. He later 
confi rmed this on Twitter. The New 
York Times reported that Musk has 
restricted where Starlink is avail-
able in Ukraine depending on how 
battle lines shift and his personal 
assessment of Ukrainian tactics. 

More importantly, Elon Musk 
has enormous business interests in 
China. My former boss, Matt Ygle-
sias, has written at length about this 
— but I’ll give you the short version. 
Tesla is building more and more of 
its cars in China and its new fac-
tory in Shanghai is its largest in the 
world, expected to produce over 
half of its cars worldwide. Most of 
Musk’s cars are sold in China, and  
Tesla is exempt from the normal 
requirement that companies selling 
cars in the Chinese market must be 
joint-owned by a Chinese fi rm. 

As Tesla’s ties to China have 
deepened, Musk’s publicly stated 
views on the Chinese government 
have morphed from critical to e§ u-
sive — praising China’s infrastruc-
ture and COVID-19 response and 
advocating for incorporating Tai-
wan into a “special administrative 
zone,” similar to Hong Kong. We all 
know how well that turned out. 

As Matt points out, none of this is 
surprising at all. The Chinese mar-
ket is very large and very lucrative. 
Western fi rms want to get a piece of 
it, and the price of doing business is 
staying mum about the Chinese gov-
ernment’s human rights abuses. So 
the NBA, Apple, Mercedes and John 
Cena toe the CCP line because busi-
ness is business. The only di§ erence 
between them and Musk is that none 
of them controls infrastructure crit-
ical to American defense policy. 

Musk’s China ties are already 
shaping the way he runs Starlink. 

In an interview with the Finan-
cial Times, he “says Beijing sought 
assurances that he would not sell 
Starlink in China.” The New York 
Times has reported that Taiwan is 
reluctant to use Starlink because 
of “tremendous concerns” over 
Musk’s business interests in China. 

Which brings me back to 
the Post’s editorial. They are of 
course completely correct about 
the drugs and the erratic behav-
ior and Musk’s business interests. 
But their solution is lacking. The 
United States government should 
do more than review its contracts 
— it should nationalize Starlink. 
Ketamine habit aside, Elon Musk 
has a massive conflict of inter-
est and cannot be trusted to put 
the national interest over his own 
bottom line. Uncle Sam can and 
should resolve this confl ict by buy-
ing Starlink, for a fair price.

I am not a lawyer and this is not 
legal advice, so the question of how 
exactly to go about with national-
ization must be left for another day. 
But I do know a thing or two about 
politics, and given his recent right-
ward turn, if the Biden administra-
tion took my advice, Musk would 
undoubtedly cry political persecu-
tion. “Clearly, the White House is 
targeting me for my political views 
and public criticisms of the pres-
ident!” Conservatives’ belief in a 
“two-tiered justice system” that 
holds Democrats to a lower stan-
dard would be bolstered, which 
would further erode public trust 
in the rule of law. But a Republican 
administration would be less vul-
nerable on that front. So if Don-
ald Trump wins this fall, he should 
do more than talk the talk on China 
— he should walk the walk and 
nationalize Starlink.

MILAN SINGH is a sophomore in 
Pierson College. His column, “All politics 
is national,” runs fortnightly. Contact 

him at milan.singh@yale.edu.

Amplifying the voices of 
Myanmar protestors

The standardization 
of humor

Nationalize Starlink

BUT TODAY’S SCOPE 
OF VIRALITY IS 

UNMATCHED. AM I 
LAUGHING AT THIS 

JOKE BECAUSE I 
THINK IT’S FUNNY, OR 

BECAUSE MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE HAVE 
LAUGHED AT THE 

SAME JOKE?
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“Time flies over us, but leaves its shadow behind.” 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE AMERICAN NOVELIST

COVID FROM PAGE 1

Albert Ko, professor of pub-
lic health at the School of Pub-
lic Health, told the News that 
new COVID-19 variants are less 

virulent and more transmissi-
ble and more people gain immu-
nity, either through vaccination 
or getting infected.

Ko said that the changes to Yale 
Health’s COVID-19 policy “makes 

sense,” but also emphasized that 
high-risk people, including elderly 
and immunocompromised popula-
tions, are still at risk and should take 
precautions such as masking and 
staying up to date on vaccinations. 

“This is a difficult situation 
because COVID is still a disease 
that’s causing significant mortal-
ity in the United States,” Ko said. 
“The good news is that there are 
ways to mitigate severe effects.”

Yale Health is located at 55 
Lock St.

Contact 
TRISTAN HERNANDEZ at 
tristan.hernandez@yale.edu .

Yale Health halts COVID-19 reporting, professors weigh inYale Health halts COVID-19 reporting, professors weigh in

Fifth tenants union in New Haven forms in respose to burst pipeFifth tenants union in New Haven forms in respose to burst pipe
TESTING FROM PAGE 1

Nearly four years after the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Yale Health will end its COVID Resource Line./ Karen Lin, Senior Photographer

ing building environment,” reads 
the letter, which was obtained by 
the News.

Also included is a request 
to establish a regular meet-
ing between tenants and the 
management or landlord of the 
Emerson Apartments to discuss 
updates and issues regarding the 
building. Additionally, the let-
ter includes a clause that advo-
cates for the right of first refusal 
and right to a first bid — both of 
which serve as “insurance mea-
sures” against tenant displace-
ment in case another landlord 

purchases the building, accord-
ing to Kolokotronis.

If the landlord chooses to sell the 
property, the right of first refusal 
would give tenants of the Emerson 
Apartments the option to match or 
refuse an offer on the complex before 
the landlord can sell it. Similarly, the 
right of first bid would grant the 
tenant union the ability to issue the 
first bid on the sale of the property if 
union members wish to do so.

“For us, this is about being pro-
active,” Kolokotronis said. “This 
is a way to guard against corporate 
displacement. It’s a way to guard 
against corporate landlords becom-
ing further entrenched in the state.”

Kolokotronis, who has prior 
experience organizing tenants 
unions, said that recent events at 
the Emerson Apartments led him 
to “connect the dots” with his 
past housing experiences. While 
the flooding triggered the union-
ization, according to Kolokotro-
nis, other incidents of landlord 
unresponsiveness encouraged 
residents at the Emerson Apart-
ments to come together in support 
of the union.

Fellow tenant Kenneth Naito 
MUS ’24 explained that he sup-
ported efforts to form a tenants 
union, especially after experi-
encing similar living concerns, 

including a cracked ceiling and 
mold, that were met with “no 
serious action” by the landlord.

Wildaliz Bermudez, the Direc-
tor of the Fair Rent Commission 
who also officiated the union’s 
registration process on Friday, 
explained that the FRC will serve 
as an intermediary between the 
Emerson Tenant Union and their 
landlord moving forward.

In addition to granting the 
Emerson Tenant Union offi-
cial recognition, registering with 
the FRC will protect members of 
the tenant union against poten-
tial retaliation from their land-
lord. Lee Osorio, a field represen-

tative for the FRC, explained that 
existing conditions at the Emer-
son Apartments reflect a broader 
pattern of unsafe living conditions 
throughout the city.

“I would hope that this shows 
other apartment buildings that this 
is not difficult to do,” Blau said. “You 
just need the majority of apartments 
to sign a letter and you can get certi-
fied as a tenants union — it’d be great 
if that spread.” 

The Emerson Apartments are 
located at 284 Orange St.

Contact 
NATASHA KHAZZAM at 

natasha.khazzam@yale.edu .

UNION FROM PAGE 1

The Emerson Tenants Union registered with the city on Friday morning, becoming the city’s first to organize against a small landlord./ Natasha Khazzam, Contributing Photographer
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Here's what you need to know about New Haven’s budgetHere's what you need to know about New Haven’s budget
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and this year’s proposed budget will 
likely reflect that commitment. 

Education is the largest expen-
diture in New Haven’s budget. Last 
year, education costs rose by $8 
million to a record high of just over 
$203 million, which accounted for 
more than 30 percent of spending. 
This increase was largely driven 

by the New Haven Public Schools 
teachers’ salary bump, per their 
negotiated union contract.

In the coming fiscal year, edu-
cation costs will likely increase 
further, as teachers’ salary will 
rise again.  

Another large source of 
expenditure in New Haven’s 
budget comes from salaries and 
employee benefits, accounting 

for 15.7 percent of the budget last 
fiscal year. 

In his past budget proposal, 
Elicker proposed the creation of 
34 new city positions of which 
the board approved only nine — 
the largest disagreement on the 
budget. This year, any added or 
removed positions by mayor or 
alders will reflect their priorities 
for the city.

“When the mayor wants to 
propose new positions, for exam-
ple, we try to understand if those 
positions are really necessary, if 
they contribute to needed ser-
vices, if they help the city achieve 
the policy goals that are in our 
legislative agenda,” Marchand 
told the News.

The annual spending that will 
carry into the next fiscal year 

is debt service and pensions 
for public employees, which 
accounted for 10.43 percent 
and 13.29 percent of the budget, 
respectively, last year. 

Last fiscal year’s planned spend-
ing was $662.7 million.

Contact 
YURII STASIUK at 

yurii.stasiuk@yale.edu

Tim Tai, Senior Photographer

New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker will release a budget proposal on Friday, starting the budget adoption process./ Yale Daily News



BY NORA MOSES
STAFF REPORTER

Ukrainian students spoke about 
the necessity of continued support 
for Ukraine at a vigil on Saturday 
to mark the second anniversary of 
Russia’s full-scale invasion. 

About 60 people attended the 
vigil, which was organized by stu-
dents from the Ukraine House at 
Yale. As people gathered at Cross 
Campus, organizers placed the 
Ukrainian flag, flowers and candles 
on the Women’s Table. The vigil 
featured speeches by Ukrainian 
students, a moment of silence and 
a prayer for peace.

“Ukrainians are tired of war, 
but we do not have an option of 
ignoring it,” Ukraine House Pres-
ident Daria Valska ’26 said at the 
vigil. “We can pretend it doesn’t 
exist because it’s not on the front 
pages anymore. So today I ask you 
to keep supporting Ukraine, as the 
war is still as present as it was two 
years ago.”

Valska told the News that the 
main goal of the event was to com-
memorate the victims of Russia’s 
attacks, but also to thank the peo-
ple supporting Ukraine’s resis-
tance — “first and foremost, the 
Ukrainian soldiers,” Valksa said. 

At the event, Valska also spoke 
about the importance of continued 
support for Ukrainian resistance 
to Russia. She explained that for 
many Ukrainian people, the con-
flict began 10 years ago with the 
Russian annexation of Crimea. 

Christina Logvynyuk ’25, a 
Ukrainian American who has fam-
ily in Ukraine, also spoke about 

her experience learning about the 
invasion of Ukraine and constant 
fear for her peers there. 

“The next few days [after the 
invasion] were spent in a night-
marish state,” Logvynuk said. “I 
was afraid to go to sleep at night 
out of fear that I would wake up 
to more mass casualties and rub-
ble. So I would wait to go to sleep 
at least until the sun rose over 
Ukraine. That way I knew it had 
made it another day.”

Logvuynyuk shared her trans-
lation of a poem by Victoria Ame-
lina, a Ukrainian writer, titled 
“The Losses of the Ukrainian 
Army.” The poem describes dif-
ferent people killed in the war and 
emphasizes the personal nature 
of the losses beyond public casu-
alty counts. Russian forces killed 
Amelina in June 2023 during their 
attack on Kramatorsk. 

The next speaker was Yevheniia 
Podurets ’26, a student who grew 
up in Kherson, Ukraine. Podurets 
spoke about how the war has made 
her feel “like [her] childhood and 
life before has forever exploded.” 

The southern city of Kherson 
was the first Ukrainian city to fall 
to Russian control. In November 
2022, Ukrainian forces liberated 
the city. Now, Kherson remains 
at the forefront of Russia’s offen-
sive and the city has been widely 
abandoned, with buildings 
destroyed and streets filled with 
broken glass. 

Podurets also said that anyone 
who believes in the right to free-
dom should support Ukraine as 
“that’s the ultimate way to support 
freedom today.” 

“It’s about staying true to your 
beliefs and who you are. It’s about 
carrying a Ukrainian flag under the 
Russian occupation even if you’ll 
receive death threats for that,” 
Podurets said. 

Ultimately, for Podurets, free-
dom is about living “in the way 
that you want to.” 

After Podurets, Oleksii Antoniuk 
’24 thanked attendees for “stay[ing] 
committed” to the cause at a time 
when many people are fatigued. 

Logvynyuk urged students to 
continue to check in with their 
Ukrainian peers, saying that she 
“wouldn’t have been able to get 

through these last two years” 
without the support of her non-
Ukrainian friends.

 “Of course, donating is great, 
but those personal connections, 
supporting your friends — you 
truly don’t know what that means 
to a lot of us,” she said

In the final student speech, 
Daria Figlus ’26 urged students to 
advocate for their representatives 
to continue sending aid to Ukraine. 

On Feb. 12, the Senate passed 
a bill with $95 billion in aid for 
Ukraine. The bill faces opposition 
in the House of Representatives, 
with House Speaker Mike John-

son, R-La., refusing to put forward 
the legislation due to pressure from 
fellow Republicans.  

“We need your help. Talk to your 
representatives, vote for the rep-
resentatives. Write to them. You 
have a voice here. This is America, 
a democracy. You have a voice,” 
Figlus said. “We need them to give 
us weapons and humanitarian aid. 
We need help. So speak up. Donate 
to Ukrainian organizations.” 

The Ukraine House at Yale was 
founded in September 2021.

Contact NORA MOSES at 
nora.moses@yale.edu .

BY HUDSON WARM
STAFF REPORTER

Olha Tytarenko — who began 
teaching Yale courses in Russian this 
semester — plans to build a Ukrainian 
language curriculum beginning in the 
2024-25 academic year.

Yale’s ambitions for a Ukrainian 
program are not new, but Tyta-
renko and Edyta Bojanowska, 
Chair of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures, told the News that in 
the face of the war in Ukraine, this 
objective has grown more urgent. 
Tytarenko, who comes from a 
background in education and aca-
demia, brings to Yale her fluency 
in Ukrainian, Russian and English, 
as well as skills in language peda-
gogy and research in Russian mys-
ticism and mythology.

“I consider it a noble task to start a 
Ukrainian program,” Tytarenko told 
the News. “Especially now, during 
this moment when there is a height-
ened interest in Ukrainian studies 
and a need for an understanding of 
Ukraine, its cultures, history, politics 
and the relation between Ukraine 
and Russia.”

Tytarenko received a B.A. and 
M.A. in English Language and
Literature from Ukraine’s Lviv
Ivan Franko National University.
Initially, she planned to teach
English as a foreign language —
but when she moved to the United 
States to earn a Master’s degree in 
Russian and Comparative Litera-
ture at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, she opted to stay and pur-
sue an academic career. In 2016,
she earned a Ph.D. in Slavic Lan-

guages and Literatures from the 
University of Toronto.

Almost immediately after defend-
ing her dissertation, Tytarenko 
began working at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, where she said 
she taught for seven years and com-
pletely “rebuilt” the Russian curric-
ulum. She was presented simultane-
ously with an offer for a tenure-track 
research-oriented position at UNL 
and the opportunity to teach at Yale.

Tytarenko said that ultimately, she 
decided to join the Yale faculty so she 
could build a Ukrainian program.

“I thought it would be a very 
meaningful way to contribute to the 
Ukrainian cause,” she said. “Because 
it was challenging to be here and not 
to be in Ukraine while everyone was 
in Ukraine.”

Tytarenko told the News she 
found it “surprising” that a robust 
Ukrainian program does not already 
exist at Yale.

Since Tytarenko was on mater-
nity leave in the fall and began 
teaching courses this Spring, she 
plans to introduce course offer-
ings in Ukrainian in the fall, as the 
department requires both semes-
ters of instruction.

“[Teaching Ukrainian] is 
something the department has 
been talking about for a while,” 
Bojanowska told the News. “But 
the war in Ukraine made this all the 
more imperative.”

Bojanowska said the depart-
ment ran a search for a language lec-
tor, seeking a lector who was fluent 
in both Russian and Ukrainian. She 
said that Tytarenko, trilingual and a 
“dynamo in the classroom,” was the 
perfect fit.

She added that she hopes that, 
by having the same lector teaching 
both languages, students can under-
stand that speaking the Russian lan-
guage does not equate with a Russian 
nationalist identity.

Tytarenko said she hopes 
the Ukrainian language depart-
ment will work closely with the 
Ukraine House student group, offer 
extra-curricular community events 
and become a “hub” for cultural 
events and exchange.

In the future, she also wants to 
create an interdisciplinary course on 
Ukrainian identity, culture and men-
tality explored through the lenses of 
art, music, folklore, mythology and 

literature. She also aspires to teach 
Ukrainian literature in translation — 
a skill that she has honed as a transla-
tor for several literary works.

Tytarenko added that these 
courses in Ukrainian studies 
will diversify the Slavic depart-
ment’s offerings and help students 
understand the complexities of 
Ukraine-Russia geopolitical and cul-
tural relations.

After the war, Tytarenko said 
she hopes to forge connections 
with schools in Ukraine and facil-
itate exchange programs — though 
she said this planning feels “pre-
mature” now.

Alongside being a senior lec-
tor and associate research scholar 
and teaching first- and second-year 
Ukrainian, Tytarenko endeavors to 
expand and develop her disserta-
tion — a study of Russian folk mys-
ticism narratives and the mythology 
behind rebellion — into a full-length 
book manuscript.

She added that this research has 
resounding relevance nowadays.

“We can see the political mythol-
ogy in supporting propaganda nar-
ratives and the place of mythology 
in nation-building and in the current 
regime in Russia,” Tytarenko said.

In addition to her research in 
Russian mysticism and mythol-
ogy, Tytarenko also has experience 
researching pedagogical practices 
and curriculum-building.

She uses virtual reality and 
immersive technology to help her 
students improve speaking and com-
munication skills. She cited an exam-
ple of a course she taught at UNL 
about Russia through art, in which 
students would use glasses to expe-
rience galleries, stores, streets and 
rooms immersively with visual and 
audio input.

“I have seen how effective this 
is as an innovative tool in boosting 
motivation for students,” Tytarenko 
told the News. “Students are more 
engaged with the learning material 
they have. They have better focus on 
the task. They demonstrate better 
retention of the material.”

Tytarenko told the News that the 
program will have to gauge student 
interest to determine how expansive 
offerings in Ukrainian will be.

Bojanowska echoed this perspec-
tive, urging students to be receptive 
to classes in Ukrainian.

“The ball is in your court because 
students now need to come and take 
these courses,” she said.

Although Yale currently lacks its 
own Ukrainian language program, 
some opportunities for Yale students 
to pursue Ukrainian already exist.

Jordan Shevchenko ’27 is a half-
Ukrainian student taking Elemen-
tary Ukrainian II, a Columbia Uni-
versity language course offered to 
Yale students through a Shared 
Course Initiative program.

“A lot of my Ukrainian family are 
unable to speak English, so by learn-
ing Ukrainian I can communicate 
much more with them,” Shevchenko 
wrote to the News.

He shared that Yale students, 
who are in a classroom together, 
use high-definition video con-
ferencing technology to connect 
to the Columbia language class, 
which is taught by a Ph.D. candi-
date there.

So far, Shevchenko wrote that 
his course focuses on grammar, 
vocabulary, reading and writ-
ing — but students also talk about 
Ukrainian culture, history and poli-
tics through discussions.

“Russia’s full-scale invasion is 
trying to compromise and eliminate 
Ukrainian culture, and alongside this 
the Ukrainian language,” Shevchenko 
wrote. “By learning Ukrainian, one 
can help combat these measures, and 
also express their solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine more easily.”

Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
Dean Tamar Gendler expressed 
excitement at Tytarenko’s plans 
for the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures.

She wrote to the News that Tyta-
renko, who has published exten-
sively on the subject of language 
teaching, will create new offerings 
that will dynamically accommodate 
student interests.

“Ms. Tytarenko is an expert in 
language pedagogy,” Gendler wrote.

Bojanowska echoed Gendler’s 
enthusiasm, saying that Tytarenko 
has the expertise and the passion to 
build a strong Ukrainian language and 
culture curriculum.

Yale’s Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures was estab-
lished in 1946.

Contact HUDSON WARM at 
hudson.warm@yale.edu .

New lector Olha Tytarenko to spearhead 
Ukrainian language program at Yale

NEWS

At vigil, Ukrainian students urge 
continued support for Ukraine
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COURTESY OF OLHA TYTARENKO 

Next fall, the Slavic Languages and Literatures department will introduce 
a Ukrainian language program, led by new faculty hire Olha Tytarenko — an 
expert in pedagogy, Ukrainian and Russian.

“Life’s like a movie. write your own ending.” KERMIT THE FROG, MUPPET

NORA MOSES, CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 

To mark the second anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, students from the Ukraine House held 
a vigil on Feb. 24. The vigil honored the victims of the Russian invasion, as well as those who continue to support 
Ukraine’s resistance. 



BY ERIN HU
STAFF REPORTER

In the weeks following Russia’s 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022, Ukrainian and non-
Ukrainian medical workers alike from 
the School of Medicine and School of 
Public Health began to meet.

According to Alla Vash-Mar-
gita, a Ukrainian-American and 
a professor of gynecology at the 
School of Medicine, she and many 
of her colleagues were stunned 
by the war’s outbreak. Hoping to 
help, they initially began to donate 
money to international organiza-
tions like the Red Cross and Razom. 

“We couldn’t just sit and watch 
the news and cry,” Vash-Margita 
said. However, Vash-Margita and 
others didn’t know if their dona-
tions were making a substantial 
impact. They had little informa-
tion on where their money was 
going and how it was being used. 

Within months, Vash-Margita 
and other physicians who attended 
these meetings founded Doc-
tors United for Ukraine, or DU4U, 
which aims to provide health sup-
port to Ukrainians amid the war. 
Since 2022, DU4U has sent over 
$1.1 million of medical aid to doc-
tors in Ukraine.

“Here at Yale, we decided to cre-
ate an NGO that would operate on 
a smaller scale, but would identify 
needs in Ukraine from Ukrainian 
physicians that we are in direct 
contact with,” Vash-Margita, the 
Co-President and Director of DU4U, 
told the News. “And then we would 
try to match those needs.”

Vash-Margita said that the 
DU4U physicians have contacts 
in Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital city, and 
throughout the rest of the country. 
She herself contacted her medi-
cal school — Uzhgorod State Uni-
versity Medical School, located in 
Western Ukraine — and other phy-
sicians working in Ukraine closer 
to the front lines. 

For Vash–Margita, the DU4U phy-
sicians’ personal connections have 

helped create a network of hospitals 
and doctors, and they can identify 
the direct needs at specifi c hospitals. 

“There’s an advantage for most 
of us,” Vash-Margita said. “We 
speak Ukrainian or Russian if we 
need to. We can pick up the phone 
and call doctors in Ukraine, which 
we do all the time.” 

Rather than trying to pro-
vide supplies for the entirety of 
Ukraine, DU4U tries to fill in the 
gaps and provide supplementary 
resources to an existing network 
of physicians.

According to Nathaniel Ray-
mond, the executive director of 
the Humanitarian Research Lab 
at the School of Public Health, 
this is exactly what a country like 
Ukraine needs. He noted that 
because Ukraine already had a high 
standard of care prior to the full-
scale invasion, it did not need a full 
overhaul of its healthcare system.

“In many cases, groups like 
Doctors Without Borders and 
World Health Organization offer 
to come in because there is no 
pre-existing health care system or 
that health care system has been 
fully destroyed,” Raymond said.

According to Andrey Zinchuk,  a 
professor at the School of Medicine 
and the vice president and director of 
DU4U, the nonprofi t has three major 
branches, each with distinct goals. 

The first branch, Zinchuk 
said, seeks to supply targeted 
precision aid, which includes 
ventilators, breathing machines, 
heart valves and kidney devices. 
DU4U purchased these devices 
and coordinated their disper-
sal to various hospitals across 
Ukraine, including the five major 
regions of military hospitals. 

Vash-Margita noted that, in one 
instance, this division provided aid 
to maternity hospitals in Odessa, 
Ukraine. After hearing reports of 
women undergoing preterm labor 
due to stress and inadequate nutri-
tion, DU4U purchased tocolytics, 
a type of drug that slows or sup-
presses preterm labor, and sent it 

to the maternity hospitals.
The second branch helps sup-

port mental health providers. For 
Raymond, it is di�  cult to trans-
plant mental health workers into 
other areas, due to language barri-
ers and cultural di� erences.

“You can bring in heart sur-
geons or burn specialists from 
anywhere, and they can operate 
in multiple contexts intraopera-
tively,” Raymond said. “However, 
bringing in outside mental health 
specialists often can cause more 
harm than good.” 

He also noted that many spe-
cialists aren’t properly trained to 
treat trauma-victims.

“Even if you have local capac-
ity to be able to provide large 
scale mental health interventions, 
it does not mean that that local 
capacity is trained to do it with a 
population that is now conflict 
a� ected,” Raymond said.  

In response, DU4U has worked 
to train mental health providers in 
Ukraine on how to treat Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, or PTSD.  

In one instance, Shelley Amen 
and Ilan Harpaz-Rotem, both Yale 
psychiatrists who work at Veter-

ans A� airs, traveled to Ukraine and 
conducted training sessions for 
Ukrainian psychologists and psy-
chiatrists on how to treat PTSD.

Raymond said that DU4U also 
supported social works and psy-
chologists through Christian Med-
ical Association Ukraine to provide 
care for 200 displaced families. By 
working with existing humanitar-
ian organizations, such as Unbro-
ken and Superhumans, DU4U con-
tinues to help those impacted by 
the war.

“We trained 24 of the psycholo-
gists in Warsaw, Poland, a year ago, 
and then in the fall, we had a trip 
back again to Unbroken and Super-
humans, where we trained psy-
chologists in acute mental trauma 
and PTSD care,” Zinchuk said. 

The third and fi nal branch  pro-
vides skills and exchanges ideas 
with Ukrainian physicians. 

In 2023, a sponsorship from 
the Yale MacMillan Center for 
International and Area Stud-
ies brought three Intensive Care 
Unit  doctors and three obstetri-
cian gynecologists  to Yale to train 
for a month. Zinchuk said that 
D4U4 is planning on inviting ten 

more physicians to train at Yale 
this summer.   

Still, Zinchuk said that running 
the organization has not been easy. 
He noted that as the war has per-
sisted, donations to DU4U have 
steadily decreased. 

“Initially, fi nances were not as 
much of an issue, because in the 
beginning of the war people were 
shocked and opened their resources 
to share with us, so, we were able to 
raise a lot of money very quickly,” 
Zinchuk said. “[However], as [the 
war] loses attention in the world, 
there’s a downtrend of donations. 
That’s probably been a key chal-
lenge for us.”

Nevertheless, Vash-Margita 
emphasized the importance of 
DU4U’s work and its overall impact. 

“We cannot save the entirety 
of Ukraine. We hope, we wish, we 
could,” Vash-Margita said. “But 
these small sorts of targeted proj-
ects allow us to fulfi ll their needs 
and our goals.”

The full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine began on Feb. 24, 2022.

Contact ERIN HU
at erin.hu@yale.edu .

BY CARLOS SALCERIO
STAFF  REPORTER

A report from the School of 
Public Health’s Humanitarian 
Research Lab, or HRL, has doc-
umented widespread and sys-
tematic Russian efforts to dam-
age Ukraine’s transmission and 
power generation infrastructure. 
The fi ndings in the report poten-
tially implicate Russia in violations 
of international humanitarian law. 

Released on Thursday, the HRL 
produced the report as part of the 
Confl ict Observatory — a U.S. State 
Department-funded program that 
collects and analyzes evidence of 
atrocities using open-source data 
and satellite imagery.

The report identifies 223 
instances of damage to power gen-
eration and transmission infra-
structure over seven months in 
the past year. According to the 
research, the damage appears con-
sistent with a “widespread and 
systematic effort to cripple vital 
power generation and transmission 
infrastructure across Ukraine.”

“The report is a critical first 
step toward accountability for 
Russia’s attacks on Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure — attacks 
that have affected the lives of 
ordinary Ukrainians through-
out the country,” Oona Hatha-
way, the Gerard C. and Bernice 
Latrobe Smith Professor of Inter-
national Law and a contributor to 
the report, wrote to the News. “It 
sets out a roadmap for prosecu-
tors, which they will be able to use 
as they build their cases.”

The Yale researchers focused on 
the period between Oct. 1, 2022, 
and April 30, 2023, when Russian 
officials claimed that a wave of 
attacks on Ukrainian energy infra-
structure was in retaliation for an 
explosion at the Kerch Bridge in 
Russian-occupied Crimea on Oct. 
8, 2022. 

Damage to civilian energy infra-
structure — which controls elec-
tricity and heating for Ukraini-
ans — is particularly dangerous 
to civilians during Ukraine’s cold 
winter months, the report says. 

According to the report, 
the timing and location of the 
attacks, along with statements 
from Russian public officials, 

are consistent with a deliberate 
attempt to destroy power infra-
structure across Ukraine. But the 
attacks that the HRL report doc-
umented are not concentrated in 
active military zones.

Instead, the attacks on 
Ukrainian power infrastructure 
are spread across nearly all of 
Ukraine’s administrative regions, 
including in regions that are 
removed from the frontlines of 
combat. The report also deter-
mined that the Russian military 
had targeted power infrastruc-
ture beyond the extent needed to 
achieve a military advantage.

As a result, the researchers 
believe that Russian attacks may 
violate international humanitar-
ian law, which requires combat-
ants to take “all feasible precau-
tion to minimize injury to civilians 
and damage to civilian objects,” the 
report says. 

The researchers also documented 
statements from Russian officials 
that described the attacks as polit-
ical retaliation and intended to 
cause widespread civilian su� ering, 
motives that might place the Rus-
sian attacks in violation of interna-
tional law, including the terms of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention.

“These statements, together 
with the aggregate data, indicate 
that Russia’s attacks on Ukraine’s 
power generation and transmis-
sion infrastructure may constitute 
deliberate targeting that is incon-
sistent with international human-
itarian law,” the report said.

To obtain the data, HRL used 
what they describe as a “fusion 
methodology,” which combines 
open-source data analysis and 
high-resolution satellite imag-
ery to document confl ict-related 
damage to power generation and 
transmission infrastructure. 

These tools use artifi cial intelli-
gence models to fi lter through large 
sets of data and fl ag imagery that 
might indicate damage.

To dig through large quantities 
of data, the researchers feed the AI 
approximate parameters for imag-
ery — like that of tanks or an explo-
sion — that they expect to find. 
Attaching these general charac-
teristics to pinpoint a target, Ray-
mond said, is a lot like describing a 
stolen bike to the police.  

“Say you had your bike sto-
len at Claire’s Corner Copia and 
had to do a police report to the 
police department,” Raymond 
said. “What make or model was it? 
What color was it? What are other 
attributes about the bike? That’s 
going to help us fi nd it.” 

In the two years since the start 
of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
the HRL has produced reports that 
have documented alleged Rus-
sian war crimes and humanitarian 
atrocities in the public eye. Their 
research has been cited by over 
4,000 media outlets, the United 
States House of Representatives, 
the U.S. Department of State and 
the International Criminal Court. 
The ICC has used their fi ndings as 
the basis of prosecutions of senior 
Russian officials, including Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Last February, Raymond and 
Kaveh Khoshnood, an associ-
ate professor of epidemiology and 
the faculty director of the HRL, 
authored a report that documented 
the systematic, forced trans-
fer and deportation of thousands 
of Ukrainian children to Russia 
across a network of 43 re-educa-
tion and adoption facilities. They 
presented their results, including 
that the Russian deportation net-
work could constitute a violation 
of international human rights law, 
at a United Nations summit later 
that month. 

Since then, the HRL has 
documented the deportation 
of children to Belarus by the 
Lukashenka regime, has located 
detention facilities for Ukrainian 
civilians, assessed the destruc-
tion of Ukraine’s crop storage 
infrastructure and identified 
mass graves. Raymond’s team 
has documented damage to hos-
pitals and schools, mapped tor-
ture and detention facilities and 
tracked the forced passportiza-
tion of Ukrainians — mandat-
ing that civilians adopt Russian 
nationality —  in occupied areas.

Producing these reports, Ray-
mond told the News, is a paradoxi-
cal experience. 

“If you do it right, you feel two 
things at once. One is an immense 
professional satisfaction on hav-
ing achieved, hopefully the high-
est scientifi c standard of assess-

ment of an incident or trend that 
can be done through these meth-
ods,” Raymond said. “The other 
feeling is the exact opposite: it is 
a mixture of horror at what hap-
pened and frustration, often about 
a lack of response to it.”

Raymond’s journey to the HRL 
began with fi rsthand experiences 
in disaster response. As an aid 
worker during Hurricane Katrina, 
he said he noticed a lack of remote 
data and communication networks 
for disaster response. The absence 
prompted him to begin developing 
fusion methodologies integrat-
ing open source and remote sens-
ing data, just as the HRL used in 
Thursday’s report. 

By 2011, Raymond moved to 
Harvard University, where he 
directed the Harvard Humani-
tarian Initiative’s Satellite Sen-
tinel Project, a program backed 
by actor George Clooney that 
used satellite imagery to create 
an early warning system against 
mass atrocities in Sudan and 
South Sudan. The next year, he 
helped establish Harvard’s Signal 
Program on Human Security and 
Technology, which began devel-
oping ethical and technical stan-
dards digital atrocity monitoring.

Having been at Yale since 2018, 
Raymond leads the HRL’s e� orts to 

navigate a deluge of data. His team of 
researchers includes linguists, imag-
ery analysts and epidemiologists to 
parse information and identify mon-
itoring objectives. Developing these 
methodologies, Raymond said, is like 
being a professional golfer.

“My job is to fi gure out: do we 
use the nine wood? A putter? A fi ve 
iron? And on some holes, you may 
use multiple golf clubs,” Raymond 
said. “The ability to know how to 
select the clubs is as important as 
swinging, and that comes from the 
experience of having tried to get a 
lot of di� erent types of targets in a 
lot of di� erent ways.”

For Raymond, the objective 
of digital atrocity monitoring is 
not to replace witness testimony. 
Instead, by cross-corroborating 
sources and creating a “scientif-
ically validated” record of events 
with high confi dence, he said he 
hopes to elevate witness testi-
mony of humanitarian atrocities. 

“I am deeply grateful for their 
science-informed approach to 
action,” Megan Ranney, Dean of 
Yale School of Public Health, wrote 
in an email to the News.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine 
started on Feb. 24, 2022.

Contact CARLOS SALCERIO at 
carlos.salcerio@yale.edu. 
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 Humanitarian Research Lab fi nds Russia targets Ukrainian energy infrastructure
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Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Doctors at Yale have started an NGO to work send supplies to Ukrainian Doctors.
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“Oh, that’s rotten luck. They’ve only got one good jump in them 
to begin with..” RON WEASLEY HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCEROR’S STONE

After two years, Doctors United for Ukraine continues its work

COURTESY OF THE PERMANENT MISSION OF UKRAINE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

In a report released Thursday morning, the Yale School of Public Health’s Humanitarian 
Research Lab documented Russian targeting of energy infrastructure across Ukraine.
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Ten months after Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, 
the University of New Haven cre-
ated the Ukrainian Student Support 
Fund to assist Ukrainian students 
whose studies have been disrupted 
by the invasion. Over a year into the 
program, it has helped one student 
continue her studies, support she 
described as transformative. 

In January 2023, UNH welcomed 
the first student from Ukraine sup-
ported by the Ukrainian Student 
Support Fund. Kate Fedirko, who 
is from the city of Odesa in south-
ern Ukraine, arrived at UNH as a 

transfer student and was awarded 
a scholarship supporting her tui-
tion, fees and room and board for 
her five semesters at UNH. 

“ My  h ea r t fe l t  g ra t i t u d e 
extends to the University of New 
Haven community for granting 
me this invaluable opportunity,” 
Fedirko wrote in an email to the 
News. “Without it, the dream 
of pursuing higher education 
in the United States would have 
remained unattainable.”

Since arriving at UNH, she has 
become involved with the American 
Marketing Association Connecti-
cut chapter and several on-cam-
pus organizations, such as the Mar-
keting Club and Entrepreneurship 

Club. She wrote that she has also 
gotten the opportunity to net-
work with industry professionals 
and serve the UNH community as a 
Transfer Peer Mentor.  

“The guidance of Ukrainian pro-
fessors has been essential in navi-
gating the intricacies of campus life 
and adapting to the American way 
of living,” Fedirko wrote. 

Currently, Fedirko is the only 
student from Ukraine to come to 
UNH with help from the Ukrainian 
Student Support Fund. In his 
announcement of the program, 
UNH Chancellor Steven Kaplan 
wrote that he hoped Fedirko would 
be the first of “several students” to 
matriculate from Ukraine.  

UNH is also home to a small group 
of students with Ukrainian roots, 
including a few who recently founded 
the school’s Ukrainian Club. 

“As we have a small [Ukrainian] 
population here at the University of 
New Haven, we as students try to 
meet at least once every month at the 
dining hall to talk about our time at 
the University, how our families are 
doing in Ukraine, and overall what 
we can do as students to better edu-
cate the student population at the 
University of New Haven,” Andrian 
Kadykalo, one of the founders of the 
Ukrainian Club, told the News. 

Fedirko also mentioned that she 
believes the Ukrainian Club is a great 
way for curious students to learn 

about Ukrainian culture.
Several members of the 

Ukrainian community at UNH said 
that they found the creation of the 
Ukrainian Student Support Fund to 
be meaningful.

“I’m very happy that UNH is 
wanting to expand their educa-
tion outside of the U.S. by creating 
scholarships specially for students 
from Ukraine,” Nazar Kadykalo, 
another founder of the Ukrainian 
Club and Andrian’s brother, said. 
“Many students in Ukraine cur-
rently are no longer able to con-
tinue or start their education, as 
most universities are closed due to 
damages.” He described the schol-
arship program as “life-changing” 
for students in Ukraine. 

Despite the creation of the Stu-
dent Support Fund, Fedirko and sev-
eral members of the Ukrainian com-
munity at NH told the News that they 
still feel the University could be doing 
more to support Ukraine.

Andrian and Nazar Kadykalo both 
mentioned that at the beginning of 
the invasion, UNH held multiple 
talks about Ukrainian sovereignty, 
and many faculty members dis-
played Ukrainian flags around cam-
pus. Since then, they said that most of 
those talks and flags have disappeared 
from campus, much to their dismay.

Fedirko said she is hopeful that 
UNH will allocate more support 
for students like her to come from 
Ukraine to New Haven. 

“The scarcity of Ukrainian rep-
resentation on campus weighs 
heavily on my heart, fostering a 
longing for greater inclusivity,” she 
wrote. “As one of the few Ukrainian 
students, I keenly feel the absence 
of Ukrainians here and recognize 
the untapped potential of bright 
minds back in Ukraine who yearn 
for similar opportunities.” 

As of Nov. 9, 2023, more than 
3,790 educational facilities in Ukraine 
had been damaged or destroyed since 
Russia launched its full invasion of 
Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022. 

Contact  
LILY BELLE POLING  at 

lily.poling@yale.edu  .

BY ADAM WALKER
STAFF REPORTER

Two years ago, Harold Hongju 
Koh, Sterling Professor of Inter-
national Law and former dean 
of Yale Law School, represented 
Ukraine before the International 
Court of Justice, or ICJ, at The 
Hague alongside a team of inter-
national lawyers. Just weeks ago, 
the ICJ released its most recent 
ruling on the Russia-Ukraine war. 

In 2022, the ICJ, the United 
Nations international court tasked 
with resolving legal disputes 
between nations, heard several 
cases on the legal legitimacy of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. The cases 
urged the ICJ to adjudicate claims 
of Russia being labeled a “terror-
ist state” and accusations of Russia 
violating the 1948 Genocide Con-
vention, in which 32 countries sided 
with Ukraine’s genocide accusations 
against Russia, the largest number 
of countries to join another nation’s 
complaint at the ICJ.

Since then, the ICJ has 
announced major decisions on the 
war, the most recent of which was 
released on Feb. 2. 

In Feb. 24, 2022, Russia launched 
a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, 
further intensifying the ongo-
ing war, which began in 2014 with 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea and 
parts of Donbas. Russia, through 
its 2022 invasion, has killed over 
10,500 Ukrainian civilians and 
injured over 18,500 Ukrainian civil-
ians. Despite calls for peace talks 
from the United Nations Security 
Council, the war in Ukraine persists 
and continues to cause a stream of 
casualties and the displacement of 
countless civilians in Ukraine.

“Russia is much more power-
ful, has many more troops and much 
more economic power than Ukraine 
and what’s been really going on is a 
battle between the rule of law and a 
commitment to democracy against 
the hard power of autocracy,” Koh 
told the News. “And what these are 
suggesting is that international law 
and the world are on Ukraine’s side.”

Koh told the News that the ICJ 
has rendered several “important” 
decisions since Russia invaded 

Ukraine in 2022. The first deci-
sion, he said, was issued in March 
2022, just a month following 
the invasion, and declared that 
Russian troops and paramili-
tary forces should not occupy 
Ukrainian territory. 

Koh emphasized that this deci-
sion “sent a message” illustrating 
the illegality of Russia’s actions.

On Jan. 31, the ICJ dismissed 
much of Ukraine’s terrorism accu-
sations against Russia. Ukraine 
had alleged that Moscow, the capi-
tal of Russia, was a “terrorist state,” 
as they claimed its support for 
pro-Russian separatists in East-
ern Ukraine ultimately led to the 
2022 invasion. Among the allega-
tions, Ukraine had also argued that 
Russia supplied the missile system 
that shot down the aircraft Malay-
sia Airlines Flight 17 over eastern 
Ukraine in 2014, however the ICJ 
ruled that violations of funding ter-
rorism only apply to monetary and 
financial support, not supplying 

weapons or training.
Two days later, on Feb. 2, the ICJ 

delivered a verdict on the “genocide” 
allegations in the war. While the ICJ 
clarified that it lacked jurisdiction 
to determine whether Russia vio-
lated the 1948 Genocide Convention 
through its invasion of Ukraine, Koh 
noted that this ruling allowed for the 
case to proceed regarding whether 
Russia falsely accused Ukraine of 
genocide and whether it continued 
to violate the provisional measures 
order with Russian troops in Ukraine. 

“I think this is really a battle 
between the past and the future,” 
Koh told the News. “Russia lost 
its empire and is trying to return 
Ukraine to its empire and Ukraine is 
looking to the future and wants to 
be an independent democracy more 
closely associated with Europe.”

When asked about his next 
course of action, Koh said that he is 
looking to provide additional lever-
age for Ukraine in the situation. 

Koh spoke about the importance 

of showcasing Ukraine as a represen-
tation of democratic values, the rule 
of law and a universal commitment to 
human rights while contrasting Rus-
sia as isolated and aggressive. 

“In this world, the right val-
ues win but that calls on people 
committed to those values to step 
up and to understand when those 
issues are at stake,” he said.

Charles Brower, a law professor 
at Wayne State University School of 
Law, told the News that legal observ-
ers have described the ICJ’s rul-
ings as disappointing for Ukraine’s 
efforts to leverage the international 
judicial process in ways that could 
increase pressure on Russia.  

He said that the judgments 
themselves were unlikely to sig-
nificantly impact the ongoing war 
between the two nations.

“Even if Ukraine had succeeded 
on all its arguments, no one expected 
Russia to comply with any judgments 
rendered against it,” he explained.

Olena Lennon, national security 

professor and expert on Ukraine at 
the University of New Haven, echoed 
this sentiment saying that she thinks 
the ICJ’s decisions will not have any 
effect on the war, given that Rus-
sia previously ignored legal orders 
from the ICJ in March 2022 to 
suspend all military activities on 
the territory of Ukraine.

Brower said that the interna-
tional legal system allows this, 
given that it operates in a con-
text where the establishment 
and maintenance of a minimum 
degree of order has to be the 
overriding priority and is often 
under threat. Members of the 
ICJ are elected by the Security 
Council and the General Assem-
bly, and the ICJ itself lacks coer-
cive powers to enforce their 
decisions, Brower explained. 

“Given that context, it should 
come as no surprise that the 
court’s jurisprudence skews 
towards the maintenance of order 
and, therefore, may not priori-
tize achievement of justice in the 
broader sense,” Brower said.

However, Lennon said Ukraine 
has not needed official court rul-
ings to convince the world that 
Russia’s violations of interna-
tional law are a threat not only to 
Ukraine’s survival but to regional 
and global security writ large.

Referencing countries that 
have officially condemned Rus-
sia’s aggression, imposed sanc-
tions on Russia and provided 
aid to Ukraine, Lennon said that 
court rulings are not necessary 
to publicly condemn Russia. 

“Serving justice to the Rus-
sian perpetrators properly is 
still critical both to deter sim-
ilar crimes in the future and to 
provide healing to the victims,” 
Lennon said. “However, at this 
stage, what matters more is other 
countries’ concrete collaborative 
actions to defend Ukraine and 
preserve Western institutions 
by any means possible, no mat-
ter how that support is codified.”

Koh has taught at Yale Law 
School since 1985.

Contact ADAM WALKER at 
adam.walker@yale.edu  .

Scholarship fund brings student from Ukraine to University of New Haven

International law experts discuss implications of World Court Russia-Ukraine rulings

CHRISTINA LEE / PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

The News spoke with experts who reflected on the major rulings from the International Court of Justice concerning Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

In December 2022, the University of New Haven established the Ukrainian Student Support Fund to provide scholarships for Ukrainian students whose studies 
were disrupted by the Russian invasion. Since then, UNH has welcomed one student from Odesa, Ukraine, on a full ride.

“Theories pass. The frog remains.” 
JEAN ROSTARD FRENCH BIOLOGIST AND HISTORIAN
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The New Haven Symphony 
Orchestra organized a candle-
light concert on the two-year 
anniversary of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine to support 
Ukrainian doctors.

On Saturday, NHSO performed 
seven pieces in front of the filled 
St. Mary’s Church, lit with can-
dles. The concert tickets were 
sold out, and part of the proceeds 
will go toward the Yale-based 
organization Doctors United for 
Ukraine, or DU4U. 

“It was really not so much a 
fundraising activity but an activ-
ity to bring to the forefront what 
is happening in Ukraine: who is 
getting hurt, how they are being 
treated, and what people in the 
community here can do,” Andrey 
Zinchuk, professor of medicine at 
the University and vice-president 
of DU4U, told the News.

In 2022, DU4U already part-
nered with NHSO to raise money 
for medical supplies and training 
in Ukraine.

This year, NHSO originally 
planned to host just one candle-
light concert on Friday, Feb. 23. 
When DU4U reached out and 
asked for help again, the tickets 
for that first show were almost 
sold out.

Elaine Carroll, chief executive 
officer of NHSO, told the News 
that she was worried there would 
not be enough seats for all those 
who wanted to come to support 
DU4U, and the Orchestra decided 
to give another concert, which 
was sold out as well. 

“[DU4U] told us about the work 
that they were undertaking to 
bring support to … victims of the 
war in Ukraine, and that inspired 
us,” Carroll said, recalling the ini-
tial partnership between NHSO 
and Du4U in 2022. “When they 
approached us about wanting to 
do a second event, we were very 
happy to accommodate them.”

All people who attended the 
concert on Saturday had the 
option to donate proceeds from 
their tickets to DU4U. Concert-
goers were also encouraged to 

make an additional donation to 
an organization. As of Sunday, 
Zinchuk does not yet know how 
much the organization was able to 
raise that night. 

According to Zinchuk, DU4U 
will use the raised money to sup-
port its efforts in Ukraine, which 
include delivering the needed 
medical equipment, providing 
mental health support for war-af-
fected civilians and training doc-
tors in Ukraine. The organization 
also previously brought six doc-
tors to study at Yale and hopes to 
expand this program in the future. 
After the concert, the organi-

zation awarded Yale professor 
Ilan Harpaz-Rotem for his work 
teaching mental health providers 
during his trips to Lviv, Ukraine.

“So much of the success [of 
the concert] is because of the real 
passion that the doctors have for 
what they’re doing,” Carroll said. 
“They were so generous with their 
time in promoting the event. They 
had wonderful suggestions.”

One of the DU4U’s sugges-
tions was to start the concert with 
the “Melodia” by Ukrainian com-
poser Myroslav Skoryk. After this 
piece, NHSO, headed by violinist 
and concertmaster David South-

orn, also performed compositions 
by Felix Mendelssohn, J.S. Bach and 
“Four Seasons” by Antonio Vivaldi. 

Marc Anthony Massaro told 
the News he attended the concert 
because of the “level of musician-
ship” of NHSO and the profes-
sionalism of its performers. 

“Something I was unaware of 
was how exceptional the acous-
tics are in St. Mary’s Church. I 
had no idea it would sound this 
good,” Massaro said.

T im Taylor said he was 
impressed with NHSO’s com-
mand of Vivaldi and called the 
performance “phenomenal.” 

Similarly, Allen Gibbens came to 
the event to listen to NHSO per-
forming “Four Seasons.”

Michael Schaffer told the 
News that he found the piece by a 
Ukrainian composer to be “fabu-
lous” and said it spoke to the abil-
ity of people to be resilient and 
optimistic no matter what the 
circumstances are.

St. Mary’s Church is located at 
5 Hillhouse Ave.

Contact YURII STASIUK at 
yurii.stasiuk@yale.edu and 

 ROMA MYKHAILEVYCH
at roma.mykhailevych@yale.edu .

BY YURII STASIUK AND 
SABINA BABAIEVA

STAFF REPORTER AND 
CONTRIBUTING  REPORTER

On Friday, independent journal-
ist Terrell Jermaine Starr visited Yale 
to talk about his reporting on the war 
in Ukraine. 

In a conversation moderated by 
history professor Marci Shore, Starr 
talked about his experience as a Black 
independent journalist in Ukraine 
and colonialism and race in East-
ern Europe. He also discussed how 
he believes the United States should 
support Ukraine in its ongoing war 
with Russia.

“The genesis of my work is really 
predicated on us better understand-
ing each other, and that we all have 
to be invested in each others’ safety 
and security,” Starr said. “The safest, 
the most progressive thing that we 
can do for Ukraine is give them guns 
to fight, because there’s no point of 
talking about a peaceful Ukraine if 
they are dead.”

Starr, who grew up in a majori-
ty-Black community in Detroit and 
went to Philander Smith University, 
an HBCU, said that when he applied 
for summer abroad programs before 
his senior year, he picked only African 
countries as destinations. Neverthe-
less, he was placed on a trip to Russia. 

That new experience shaped 
him, he said, and after gradua-
tion, he spent two years as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in a small Geor-
gian village. There, he said, he 
started understanding colonial-
ism and race outside of the United 
States through conversations with 
Georgians, who shared their expe-
riences of being discriminated 
against by Russians as “the Black 
people of the Caucasus.” Inspired 
by his time abroad, Starr also did 
a Fulbright exchange scholarship 
in Ukraine in 2009. Living in the 
region, Starr learned about Rus-
sian colonialism.

“Western hegemony and Western 
colonialism [are] not the only hege-
mony … and colonialism that exist,” 
Starr recalled realizing. 

After returning to America, Starr 
worked as a national political corre-
spondent for various American out-

lets, covering both the 2016 and 2020 
U.S. presidential elections, but trav-
eled to Ukraine every year. When 
Russia launched its full-scale inva-
sion in 2022, Starr said he was in 
Ukraine, staying with his friend, who 
then enlisted in the army. 

He followed his friend and 
started covering the war from the 

ground in Ukraine, where he cur-
rently resides most of the time. He 
conducts his reporting from the 
war’s front lines and writes about 
Ukrainian civilians. 

“He is here as somebody who 
is working outside of an acad-

emy and outside of a corporate 
news agency and has been mak-
ing his own way with a very cre-
ative kind of journalism,” Shore 
said of Starr.

His mission, he says, has become 
to help cross the bridges between 
Black and Ukrainian communi-
ties with just a selfie stick, a phone 

camera, “language skills, street 
smarts and Black Jesus.” 

Experiences away from home 
have shaped Starr into an advocate 
for shrinking the empathy gap across 
cultures and promoting the idea that 
the Black community in the United 

States is in many ways similar to the 
Ukrainian community in Eastern 
Europe, he said. 

“White nationalism is putting 
Ukraine’s security at risk,” Starr 
said, reflecting on the federal bill 
that would provide aid to Ukraine 
currently stalled by the Republican 
majority in the House of Represen-

tatives. “This racism that’s targeting 
us is now being used to weaponize 
support for Ukraine. Everybody is in 
this together. So we’re going to have 
to make a decision about how much 
care we have for one another.”

Although Starr said that he does 
not know if his work will inspire peo-
ple to take political action, he knows 
that some will trust him better 
because “he looks like them.”

He added that he also believes 
Ukrainians feel that he, as a Black 
man, can understand them better 
than foreign white correspondents. 
He said that he does not operate on 
the idea of “objectivity,” trying to 
balance opinions as traditional news 
media outlets do. He described him-
self as, instead, committed to being 
truthful and fair. 

“The voice that I’m speaking 
with … that I communicate with 
and the honesty and the moral con-
sistency that I bring to the conver-
sation is not something that would 
pass a lot of editors,” Starr said. “So 
I don’t need them.”

Claudia Nunes, a visiting fellow 
in the School of Environment who 
attended the event, believes that 
Starr’s reporting brings the aspect of 
the physicality of the war to commu-
nities across the ocean — and across 
racial, linguistic and cultural barriers. 

“Because he takes the truth this 
seriously, his reporting appeals to 
hearts,” Nunes noted. “Our inter-
pretations of what is happening in 
Ukraine would vary only slightly, not 
as much as they used to, if we all had 
access to unfiltered truth. And Terrell 
gives it to us.” 

The event was sponsored by the 
Poynter Fellowship; the Russian, 
East European, and Eurasian Stud-
ies Program and the European Stud-
ies Council.

Contact YURII STASIUK at 
yurii.stasiuk@yale.edu and 

SABINA BABAIEVA at 
sabina.babaieva@yale.edu.  

NEWS
Independent American journalist discusses his reporting in Ukraine

New Haven Symphony Orchestra raises money New Haven Symphony Orchestra raises money 
for medical supplies for Ukrainefor medical supplies for Ukraine
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“Where the legends play!” 
TOAD’S PLACE CONCERT VENUE AND NIGHTCLUB

COURTESY OF OLENA LENNON

Terrell Jermaine Starr talked about covering a war-torn country and how being Black has impacted his work.

ROMA MYKHAILEVYCH/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

NHSO performed a candle-light concert on the two-year anniversary of the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine to raise money for Doctors United for Ukraine.

NHSO performed a candle-
light concert on the two-year 
anniversary of the Russian 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
to raise money for Doctors 
United for Ukraine.



team captain who earned a bid to 
NCAA Nationals in the fall. 

The men’s relays also per-
formed strongly, with the dis-
tance medley relay, 4x880, and 
4x440 teams all earning the Bull-
dogs points. Featuring Leo Brewer 
’25, Cirrito, Owen Karas ’26 and 
Andrew Farr ’26, the distance 
medley relay team took fourth, 
as did the 4x880 team featuring 
Brian Gamble ’27, Calvin Katz ’25, 
Tanish Chettiar ’26 and Austin 
Montini ’25. The 4x440 team took 
sixth, featuring a squad of Jacob 
Kao ’25, Aaron Miller ’25, Colson 
and Simon Jupp ’25.

“We qualified a lot of people 
to the finals and did a decent job 
hanging in there with some tough 
competition,” Captain Appel wrote 
to the News. “I'm proud of all the 
men who scored, and am pleased 
with the effort the team put for-

ward. As individualized as track 
and field can seem, the beauty of 
competing at the collegiate level is 
that at conference meets it is a team 
sport and everyone's contribution 
counts. Over the weekend we, as a 
team, didn't place how we wanted 
and we are going to double down 
for outdoors to get rid of that bitter 
taste in our mouths.”

On the women’s side of events, 
Guerrier led the team with a 
third-place finish in the 500m, 
clocking in at 1:13.04. Kyra Pretre 
’24 had the next highest finish for 
the Bulldogs, earning fifth place 
in the mile with a time of 4:41.50. 
Linde Fonville ’26 earned sixth 
place finish in the 1000m, clock-
ing in at 2:50.18, Juliette Kosmont 
’27 took home sixth in the 60m 
with a 7.61-second finish, and 
Victoria Guerrer ’27 took home 
sixth in the 800m with a PR of 
2:08.10. Team captain Isabella 
Bergloff ’24 earned eighth in the 

shot put with a PR of 13.57m. 
The women’s relays performed 

strongly, with the 4x880 team con-
sisting of Fonville, Pretre, Molly 
Harding ’26 and Kalista Villatoro 
’27 taking sixth and the 4x440 team 
consisting of Mira Thakur ’24, Brid-
get Vitu ’25, Gloria Guerrier and Vic-
toria Guerrier took third. 

“Getting 8th place at Heps is 
never an ideal outcome, but there 
were some parts of the weekend 
that were promising for the years 
to come,” Captain Bergloff wrote to 
the News. “We saw more depth in 
our events than we've had in a while, 
with 7 individual athletes scoring, 
only two of which were seniors.”

The Bulldogs finish off their 
Indoor Season next weekend at the 
ECAC and IC4A Championships 
in Boston, Mass. on Friday, March 1 
through Sunday, March 3.

Contact PETER WILLIAMS at
p.williams@yale.edu .
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Appel, Bassinga and Guerrier win bronze 
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The Bulldogs finish off their Indoor Season at the ECAC and IC4A Championships in Boston, Mass. March 1 through 3.

Although the second quar-
ter was less offensively pro-
ductive for the Bulldogs, their 
defense proved proactive and 
effective against Dartmouth, 
holding them to only six points 
through the entire ten min-
utes of the period. More Bull-
dogs stepped up to the line and 
added to the point total, includ-
ing Nyla McGill ’25, who went 
two-for-two at the free throw 
line. As the Blue and White ran 
off into their locker room at the 
half, they led 34–20.

Coming back onto the court 
at the sound of the third-quar-

ter buzzer, the Bulldogs quickly 
went to work, adding six unan-
swered points in a row to their 
lead from three different play-
ers. Successful steals and 
rebounds by Christen McCann 
’25 and McGill led to offensive 
successes that extended the 
Bulldog margin significantly. 
The Big Green defense had no 
answer for Brenna McDonald 
’24 and Jenna Clark ’24, who 
racked on basket after basket 
to lead their team to victory, 
78–42.

McDonald and Clark were 
the main culprits for the stacks 
of points that Yale amassed 
throughout the game, though 

everyone on the court played a 
hand in the resounding victory 
against the Big Green. McDon-
ald and Clark both earned dou-
ble-doubles, with Clark bank-
ing 17 points and 12 assists and 
McDonald registering a career-
high 30 points and 12 rebounds. 
Mackenzie Egger ’25 and McGill 
combined for 14 rebounds.

The Yale women’s basket-
ball team looks forward to their 
homecoming to John J. Lee 
Amphitheater in New Haven to 
face Cornell (7–16, 1–10 Ivy) on 
March 1 at 4 p.m.

Contact PETER WILLIAMS at 
p.williams@yale.edu .

Bulldogs triumph over Dartmouth

ers, who capitalized almost every 
single time. Toward the end of the 
quarter, it looked as though Cor-
nell was gaining traction, shooting 
two jumpers and a layup in a row to 
close the gap to six points. Just as 
the time dwindled to one second, 
McGill drove for a layup to take 
back the momentum. Going into 
the fourth, the Bulldogs led 46–38.

The last quarter of the game 
continued Yale’s momentum, 
with the Bulldogs ahead by no 
fewer than four points. Yale 
bested Cornell 66–59.

The crucial game kept the 
Blue and White in the contest for 
the Ivy League tournament, as 
Brown and Penn, the two teams 
alongside Yale in the race for the 

fourth and final spot, both lost 
their games. 

Head Coach Dalila Eshe told 
Yale Athletics that she was 
up-front with her team about the 
necessity of this win.

“We told the team, when you 
made the decision to be a Divi-
sion I athlete, you made the deci-
sion to embrace pressure,” she said. 
“We told them this was a must-win 
game, on the road, which has been 
a bit of a monkey on our backs.”

Continuing Ivy play, the Bull-
dogs return home to John J. Lee 
Amphitheater to face the Quak-
ers on Friday for the second 
time and the Princeton Tigers 
on Saturday.

Contact BEN RAAB at
ben.raab@yale.edu .

Yale unlikely to be first 
seed after Cornell loss

W BASETBALLFROM PAGE 14

M BASKETBALL  FROM PAGE 14

YALE ATHLETICS

The Yale women’s basketball team looks forward to their homecoming to face Cornell on March 1 at 4 p.m.

Both games finish with success
The game saw contributions from 

several players. Chloe Conaghan ’24 
and Taylor Lane ’25 provided assists, 
while Bella Saviano ’26 and Emmy 
Pascal ’26 showcased their skills in 
forced turnovers and ground balls. 

“My favorite moment of the weekend 
was Taylor Everson and Taylor Lane’s 
rebounded goals,” Conaghan wrote to 
the News. “One of our big focuses for the 
game was crashing to the net on every 
shot and taking advantage of offensive 
rebounds, so it was great to see a small 
thing like that translate into crucial goals 
that put us ahead early.”

Sky Carrasquillo ’25 and Taylor 
Everson ’25 each secured hat tricks, 

marking Carrasquillo’s second hat 
trick this season. Yale’s first three 
games have seen seven hat tricks 
from six players. 

Looking ahead, the Bulldogs will 
travel to New Jersey on Saturday to 
compete against #23 Princeton at 
12 p.m.

“I can’t wait to show the Ivy 
League who Yale Lacrosse is this 
season,” Conaghan wrote to the 
News. “It will be a gritty game, and 
I am looking forward to seeing us 
dominate on both ends of the field.”

Princeton University (1–1, 0–0 
Ivy) will be their first Ivy League 
game of the 2024 season.

Contact COLETTE STAADECKER at 
colette.staadecker@yale.edu .

YALE ATHLETICS

Yale’s next matchup is against Dartmouth in Payne Whitney Gymnasium.
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Princeton University (1–1, 0–0 Ivy) will be their first Ivy League game of the 2024. 



CODY SKINNER
STAFF REPORTER

New Haven recently played host 
to a showcase of vibrant knits and 
hand-crafted cut-and-sew gar-
ments by local independent artist 
and designer MINIPNG.

Held on Feb. 24 at MINIPNG’s 
store on Audubon Street, the 
fashion show was the first from 
Eiress Hammond, known by the 
nickname MINI, and brought 
together a selection of her fans 
and members of New Haven’s 
local art community.

Among the attendees was Zoe 
Jensen, who is the founder, pub-
lisher and co-editor of Connet-
ic*nt Magazine — a quarterly 
zine featuring local Connecti-
cut artists. Jensen, who initially 
met MINI during an interview for 
the magazine, contributed to the 
show’s lookbooks.

“I am a huge fan of Mini. I think 
she is such a visionary,” Jenson 
remarked. “She is kind of like the 
Vivienne Westwood of New Haven 
… She leans into this punk fashion 
in a way that’s extremely feminine 
and coquette. It’s focused on sus-

tainability and community-build-
ing in a similar way.”

The showcase spotlighted 
MINI’s hand-made knitwear, a 
craft she had spent the past three 
years teaching herself. MINI 
shared that each piece requires 
between a day to a week of effort to 
complete. The intricate pieces are 
comprised of a variety of different 
yarns — including mohair, alpaca, 
sheep and other Italian-sourced 
wools. She uses a technique of 
weaving scrap yarn into her proj-
ects as she works, creating a col-
lage-like effect of different gauge, 
color and texture.

Models of all sizes donned the 
garments, demonstrating the fab-
rics’ elasticity and versatility. 
Because of the knitting techniques 
employed, the one-size-fits-all 
knit pieces accommodate a range 
of body types. 

Pieces had purposefully undone 
hems and loose threads dan-
gling off them to further empha-
size their properties as imperfect 
hand-crafted goods. Many mod-
els wore the colorful knits with 
angel wings and glittery make-up, 
underscoring the show’s fairy-like 
theme, as pop music scored the 
event from speakers at the front of 
the showroom.

“I would love to do more [run-
way shows],” MINI said. “I may 
do something in the summer, and 
maybe something in the fall, like a 
three-time-per-year thing,”

MINIPNG, founded in 2019, 
traces its roots back to MINI’s 
side-project while studying pre-
law, where she began making and 
selling clothes on Depop. Grad-
ually, her designs gained trac-
tion, allowing her to open her 
own brick-and-mortar store-
front in 2022.

She is now involved in Con-
necticut’s art scene, showing 
her work and holding events in 
her New Haven store. She fur-
ther spoke about her ambitions to 
open another location in New York 
within the next few years.

Attendee’s applauded as MINI 
rushed out after the models’ 
final lap. Following the show-
case, the storeroom opened up 
for retail, where attendees were 
able to purchase pieces from 
the show. The venue featured 
local jewelry maker Skye and 
her brand Cielv, a shirley temple 
booth, and afterwards, a music 
set by Qween Kong.

Skye initially attended a trade 
school in New York with aspi-
rations of becoming a jeweler. 
However, her interest in crafting 

non-traditional jewelry led her to 
establish her own handcrafted sil-
ver and solder jewelry business.

“I met MINI through another 
event I was vending at Plush,” Skye 
said. “She happened to be there 
that day and she saw me. She said 
‘I would love you,’ and she had 
another event later that month, 
and said ‘would you like to vend?’ 

We’ve been tight ever since then. 
She’s a doll. I love what she does, 
and all of the work she did today 
was super amazing.”

MINI was a pre-law student 
at Wittenberg University in Ohio 
before turning to fashion.

Contact CODY SKINNER at 
cody.skinner@yale.edu .

‘Vivienne Westwood of New 
Haven’ debuts runway show
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Local independent artist and designer Eiress Hammond, known by the nickname MINI, 
showcased new knitwear during a fashion show on Feb. 24.

ALI OTUZOGLU
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Feb Club, a senior-year staple of 
Yale College, unites the graduat-
ing class with a party every night 
during the month of February.

Events are held at different 
locations, from the Founder’s 
Suite in Benjamin Franklin Col-
lege to the historic Luther House, 
and the music ranges from reg-
gae to 2010s pop. The events are 
planned and organized by Des-
mos, a senior society.

Most weekday events have a 
more nonchalant atmosphere, 
according to Alex Hoang ’24, while 
Fridays and Saturdays tend to be 
busier with more dancing. Given 
the range of experiences and music 
that Feb Club offers, it provides an 
occasion to build class spirit and 
appreciate student performers. 

“Because of the COVID restric-
tions during my first year at Yale, 
we did not have many outlets for 
meaningful connection,” Hoang, 
who has participated in Feb Club, 
said. “During the first night, I real-
ized how long it had been since our 
class year was last united.”

Hoang recalled not knowing 
what to expect. He added that 
there was a lot of anticipation, 
and everyone seemed excited to 
come together.

The first night of Feb Club occurred 
at Luther House on Feb. 1, with three 
bands performing different genres. 

“I think the most fun gig I’ve 
done so far is the Feb Club’s 
opening party in Luther,” said 
Owen Wheeler ’24, lead singer 
of the band Public Discourse. 
“Our goal [as a band] is just to 
be electric.”

Sameer Sultan ’24, bassist 
and social media manager of the 
newly founded band Scerface, 
recounted his experience per-
forming for Feb Club.

“Our first performance was 
for Valentine’s Day, and our sec-
ond performance was yesterday 
at the senior [masquerade],” Sul-
tan added. “There was a variety of 
music, and people were dancing. I 
thought, ‘I haven’t seen this many 
people in my class in the same 
place for a while.’”

Themes for Feb Club have 
included “Caribbean x Afrobe-
ats,” “Techno & Tequila” and 
“Grad Night.” 

Each event had a photo chal-
lenge, which required challengers 
to complete tasks including posing 
like a DJ and taking pictures with 
a senior who would not be grad-
uating in the spring. Those who 
attend all 29 Feb Club parties will 
be dubbed “All Stars.”

To ensure student safety, each 
event had three sober monitors.

The final Feb Club event will 
take place on Thursday, Feb. 29.

Contact ALI OTUZOGLU at 
ali.otuzoglu@yale.edu .

Feb Club nears its end

COURTESY OF SAMEER SULTAN 

The month-long series of themed parties celebrating the graduating class has hosted bands like Public Discourse and Scerface.
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BY ETHAN WOLIN
STAFF  REPORTER

Opposing slates of Democratic 
Town Committee ward co-chair 
candidates held events to mobilize 
support in the Hill on Saturday, a 
week and a half before voters in eight 
wards will decide the fate of the latest 
challenge to New Haven’s presiding 
power structure.

A slate of mostly incumbent 
co-chair contenders drew about 
50 people, including top Dem-
ocratic leaders, to a morning 
rally in Trowbridge Square Park. 
A smaller gathering at the Hill 
Museum in the afternoon featured 
candidates tied to New Haven 
Agenda, the first coordinated 
attempt in over a decade to dis-
lodge the lowest elected rung of a 
party infrastructure dominated by 
Yale unions.

Speaking forcefully at the event for 
party-backed co-chairs, Mayor Jus-
tin Elicker attributed the rival slate to 
continued disappointment from last 
year’s mayoral election. Tom Golden-
berg, the Republican-endorsed can-
didate whom Elicker routed at the 
polls, serves as the treasurer for New 
Haven Agenda.

“There’s an element of, I 
think, bitterness that’s com-
ing out of November,” Elicker 
said. “We as a community came 
together and overwhelmingly 
crushed the opposition, not 
because they were weak, but 
because we are strong as a com-
munity, and we are going in the 
right direction.”

The co-chair challengers dis-
agree. At their event, the challeng-
ers pointed to concerns ranging from 
poorly paved streets to uncontained 
garbage — and a general complaint 
that Yale’s UNITE HERE unions exert 
too much control over city govern-
ment. New Haven Agenda fashions 
itself as the champion of community 
voices, rather than special interests, 
and has no policy platform.

DTC co-chairs — two in each of 
New Haven’s 30 wards — organize 
Democratic voters in their neigh-
borhoods and participate in picking 
party nominees. They go uncontested 
in most election cycles, but this year 
New Haven Agenda candidates qual-
ified for the ballot in eight wards, set-
ting up elections for Tuesday, March 
5. Registered Democrats can vote for 
their ward’s co-chairs.

“These are democratically elected 
positions,” Goldenberg said. “We 
should be happy to have choice.”

Both sides have begun to canvass 
voters and picked up their efforts 
with the events on Saturday and new 
campaign flyers. Vincent Mauro Jr., 
the DTC chairman, said he takes the 

challenges seriously. He has prepared 
voter identification lists for co-chairs 
and volunteers to mobilize their sup-
porters for what are expected to be 
low-turnout elections.

The 9:30 a.m. rally in Trow-
bridge Square Park in the cold on 
Saturday brought a show of force 
from elected officials, such as 
Elicker, State Senate President Pro 
Tempore Martin Looney and State 
Rep. Juan Candelaria. Speakers and 
attendees, including UNITE HERE 
union organizers, shared a sense of 
closing ranks to defend their own, 
as suggested by the incumbent 
slate’s name, Dems for Dems. Can-
delaria called the crowd a “family.”

“When I was asked to step up as a 
co-chair, I said yes,” Ward 3 co-chair 
Angel Hubbard said. “We can orga-
nize together to make sure we elect 
those who are helping to push for 

more safety in our streets, more pro-
grams for our youth and the resources 
we need to make more opportunity 
available for all.”

After 20 minutes of speeches, the 
crowd milled around, taking coffee 
and donuts from a table. Many then 
dispersed into the neighborhood to 
knock on doors.

About four hours later and less 
than a mile away, a group of New 
Haven Agenda candidates and their 
guests gathered at the Hill Museum 
for an event billed as a “meet and 
greet.” The museum mainly dis-
plays works by local artist Gregory  
“Krikko” Obbott but on Saturday also 
featured an installation by Joe Fekieta, 
a candidate for Ward 4 co-chair, who 
had assembled flowers and trash he 
collected in the streets.

Jason Bartlett, a Ward 6 challenger 
and former city official who is lead-

ing the New Haven Agenda coalition, 
told the group of fewer than 20 peo-
ple that many residents have asked 
him what a DTC co-chair does.

“I always say, just to keep it simple, 
that we’re at the very bottom,” Bart-
lett said. “We’re out there to talk to 
constituents, to talk to the voters, to 
figure out what’s on people’s minds, 
what do they really care about?”

After four other candidates intro-
duced themselves, an attendee asked 
whether they were qualified for the 
co-chair roles, which focus less 
directly on local policy than on polit-
ical work like getting out the vote. In 
response, Fekieta proposed offering 
gift cards to people who show up at 
the polls — or even a raffle for a free 
car, an idea that prompted laughter.

To Goldenberg’s surprise, Ward 
6 Alder Carmen Rodriguez and 
the ward’s two incumbent DTC 

co-chairs, cheered at the rally in 
Trowbridge Square Park, came 
to the New Haven Agenda meet-
ing as well. Rodriguez declined to 
comment on the challenger slate’s 
prospects come March 5, but said 
the competitive co-chair races 
brought increased political activ-
ity to the Hill.

“To be honest with you, it’s excit-
ing to see,” Rodriguez said.

The Hill has the highest concen-
tration of contested co-chair races, 
in Wards 3, 4 and 6. Elections will 
also be held in Ward 7, which includes 
parts of downtown New Haven and 
East Rock; Ward 12 in Quinnipiac 
Meadows; Ward 18 in East Shore; 
Ward 28 in Beaver Hills and Ward 30 
in West Rock.

Contact ETHAN WOLIN at 
ethan.wolin@yale.edu .

BY BEN HERNANDEZ AND BEN RAAB
STAFF REPORTERS

Yale has the right to regulate 
alumni appointments to the Yale 
Corporation, a Hartford district court 
ruled late Sunday night. 

The ruling stems from a lawsuit 
filed in March 2022 by alumni Vic-
tor Ashe ’67 and Donald Glascoff ’67, 
alleging that the Corporation’s 2021 
decision to end the alumni petition 
process for a position among the gov-
erning group was a violation of Yale’s 
1872 charter.

“Don Glascoff and I are dis-
appointed in the decision on the 
Yale Corporation,” Ashe wrote to 
the News. “We are reviewing our 
options but an appeal is likely. This 
decision, if not reversed, means Yale 
can deny any meaningful alumni 
participation in the election of 
Alumni Trustees.  Alumni views can 
be ignored.”

Before its abolition in 2021, 
the petition process allowed 
alumni who acquired three per-
cent of eligible alumni voters’ 
signatures to have their names 
on the ballot for the alumni fel-
lows election. Six of 19 spots 
on the Yale Corporation are 
reserved for alumni fellows.

The decision was made to pre-
vent “issue-based candidacies,” 
and candidates who sought to gain 
a seat on the Corporation to pro-
mote specific platforms, accord-
ing to a 2021 announcement made 
by then-Senior Trustee Catharine 
Bond Hill GRD ’85. 

University spokesperson Karen 
Peart wrote to the News that Yale is 
“pleased” with the decision.

Ashe, Glascoff and Eric Henzy, 
the lawyer representing them, 
allege that the University’s decision 
is an overstep of the regulations 
outlined in an 1872 amendment to 
the University’s charter – which 
designates six seats on the Yale 
Corporation for alumni and allows 
them to vote on candidates.

Specifically, they claim that 
the Corporation can only regu-
late the time, place and manner of 
the elections. Other restrictions, 
such as removing the petition pro-
cess and raising the number of sig-
natures required, are in violation of 
the amendment’s original language, 
they argue.

Yale, represented by Connecti-
cut law firm Wiggin and Dana LLP, 
says that the University is entitled 
to full regulatory authority of the 
elections process. 

Judge John Burns Farley con-
curred with this claim in his decision 
and granted the University’s motion 
for summary judgment.

“The charter does not impose 
on [Yale] an obligation to con-
duct alumni fellow elections in 
any particular manner,” he wrote 
in the decision. 

Opponents of the change argue 
that it allows the Corporation too 
much control over Yale’s direction. 
The only other path onto the ballot 
is through the Alumni Fellow Nom-
inating Committee, which is made 
up of several Yale Alumni Associa-

tion officers, three University offi-
cials and one successor trustee from 
the Corporation. 

Scott Gigante GRD ’23, 
co-founder of the climate activist 
organization Yale Forward which 
supported a petition candidate in 
the 2021 election, told the News 
that he does not consider the deci-
sion reached in the case as a loss in 
the fight to reinstate the petition 
process. Instead, he said he sees 
the decision only as a confirmation 
that “the fight” will not be won by 
legal means.

Gigante added that although 
he cannot speak to the legality of 
the decision, he believes it was 
“morally” incorrect. 

“The fight to reinstate a peti-
tion for alumni to be able to get 
ballot access for the alumni elec-
tion, independent of a body run and 
organized by Yale, will continue,” 
Gigante said. “When you’re playing 
a game where your opponent con-
trols the rules it’s very hard to win, 
and you have to be very creative so 
we’ll have to figure out what that 
creative solution looks like.”

Per the Alumni Fellow Elec-
tion website, this year’s election 
for Alumni Fellows will launch in 
early spring and close on Mon-
day, May 19. The University Char-
ter states that all alumni and hon-
orary degree holders are eligible to 
vote, but Yale College students are 
only eligible if they have held their 
degrees for five years.

Contact BEN HERNANDEZ at 
ben.hernandez@yale.edu and

BEN RAAB at 
ben.raab@yale.edu.
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Judge rules in favor of Yale Corporation’s 

right to end alumni petition process

Dueling events promote Democratic ward co-chair slatesDueling events promote Democratic ward co-chair slates

“Hard work? Why... why would a princess 
need to work hard?” 
PRINCE NAVEEN, PRINCESS AND THE FROG

ETHAN WOLIN / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Campaigning for the March 5 Democratic Town Committee elections heated up on Saturday, prompted by the first coordinated attempt in over a decade to reshape the local 
party leadership.

COURTESY OF KRISTOPHER AZIABOR 

Yale’s undergraduate cooking club hosted a South Asian cuisine dinner in 
the Davenport buttery Friday night.

DAVID ZHENG 

The ruling stems from a March 2022 lawsuit alleging that the Corporation’s termination of the petition process violates the terms 
of an 1872 amendment to Yale’s charter.



BY KAITLYN POHLY
STAFF REPORTER

For many Yale seniors, Thurs-
day and Sunday nights are defined 
by their society. On these nights, 
groups of approximately 15 carefully 
selected students gather to meet, 
socialize and bond.

Although there are now more than 
55 of these exclusive groups, the pro-
cess to join them remains elusive.

“Going through the tap process 
is inevitably stressful as there is a 
decent lack of clarity to how the 
process works,” Harry Pew ’24 told 
the News, reflecting on his soci-
ety tap experience last year. “You 
hear about friends and classmates 
receiving letters and interviews for 
weeks while many choose to not 
talk about it at all.”

This year’s tap process officially 
began on Thursday, Feb. 15, when 
societies were permitted to begin 
contacting prospective members, 
according to an email from the Yale 
College Council to the junior class. 
Some — but not all — societies 
offer interviews, which were per-
mitted to begin on Thursday, Feb. 
22, per the message.

Yalies will begin to officially 
receive membership offers in April, 
with “Pre-Tap” on April 11 to kick 
off  “Tap Week.” Over tap week, 
societies extend bids to rising 
seniors, and on “Tap Night” — on 
April 18 — those students may for-
mally accept an offer. 

“As they have every year now 
for over a decade, nearly all of 
Yale’s senior societies have agreed 
to follow the same dates, proce-
dures, and code of conduct during 
the Tap process, and to communi-
cate this information to the junior 
class,” YCC President and Vice 
President Julian Suh-Toma ’25 and 
Maya Fonkeu ’25 wrote in their Feb. 
14 email, which included a let-
ter signed by the Society Assem-
bly. “They do so in an effort to be as 
transparent as possible with juniors 
who may wish to join a society and 
to ensure that the Tap process is a 

safe and rewarding experience for 
all who participate in it.” 

While the oldest societies were 
founded as all-white and all-male 
groups, they have become more 
diverse since their inception. Skull 
and Bones — Yale’s oldest society, 
formed in 1832 — tapped its first 
Black member in 1965 and did not 
admit its first woman until 1991.

Skull and Bones is part of a select 
group of “landed” societies, Rhea 
Cong ’24 said. This means that the 
society owns a “tomb,” or a private 
building, on or close to Yale’s cam-
pus. All of the so-called “Ancient 
Eight” societies — Skull and Bones, 
Scroll and Key, Wolf’s Head, Elihu, 
Book and Snake, Berzelius, St. Elmo 
and Mace and Chain — are landed.

Cong explained that for her soci-
ety, each member is allowed to ‘tap’ 
four juniors for consideration in the 
group’s longer selection process. 
Each society’s tap process is unique: 
for Samantha Prince ’24, each mem-
ber of her society is permitted to 
select three juniors for consider-
ation. Membership offers are not 
extended until April’s “Tap Week.” 

“We try to go for a mix of people,” 
Cong told the News. “Some peo-
ple you know really well and some 
people who you think would fit the 
group well, but maybe you’re not 
best friends with. There’s definitely 
a lot of diversity in who gets tapped 
because we want people who can 
each contribute something different 
to this space.” 

Alumni have varying levels of 
engagement with their societies. 
Prince’s society has an Alumni Coor-
dinator who communicates with the 
larger alumni base. Other societies 
have active Boards of Directors that 
help facilitate the tap process. Some 
societies do not allow their alumni to 
contribute to the tap process at all. 

Following the first round of initial 
taps, many societies conduct one to 
two rounds of interviews. Invitations 
for these interviews are delivered in 
secret. Some invitations, Prince said, 
do not even disclose which society 
they are from and usually just include 

a time and meeting place. Some 
include a mysterious message, like 
“We’ve been watching you.”

“The style of the interviews can 
vary a lot between societies,” Pew 
told the News. “The society will then 
deliberate and come to a consensus 
for which juniors to push forward to 
the next interview round and so on 
until they have around 20 remaining.” 

Pew, Cong and Prince are all in dif-
ferent societies. 

Following interview rounds for 
the societies that conduct them, Pew 
said, there is a “pre-tap” night when 
selected juniors are told they have 
spots in societies. According to Pew, 
selected juniors are often invited to 
parties or gatherings to meet with 
current society members and other 
selected juniors offered spots in the 
group. From there, they can decide 
whether or not to accept. 

For juniors who receive multiple 
“pre-taps,” these events are crucial in 
determining which society to join. For 
juniors who do not receive any pre-
taps, the spots that end up opening up 
are their final chance to secure mem-
bership in one of the groups. Prince 
described this as the “scramble week,” 
which this year will begin on April 11. 

“The scramble is basically what 
happens when people who don’t 
have taps for society try to find them 
and societies with open spots, maybe 
from people who had multiple taps 
and turned them down, try to find 
people,” Prince told the News. “That 
process is very stressful.” 

Prince speculated that there is a 
spreadsheet among the society tap 
chairs — the seniors in charge of the 
process for each group — containing 
lists of those who have not received 
taps and who have or have not con-
firmed their tap. She noted, however, 
that she was not sure about its exis-
tence this year. 

Cong, Prince and Pew all touched 
on the fact that the societies try to fill 
specific demographics and “niches” 
for their group every year. Some of 
the niches that they pointed to were 
a cappella singers, fraternity mem-
bers and varsity athletes. This is in an 
effort to make the group as diverse in 
perspective, interest and background 
as possible. 

Prince also touched on the concept 
of “tap lines.” The examples she gave 
included a gymnastics team tap line 
and a Rhythmic Blue dance group tap 
line. This would mean that every year, 

a member of these groups would tap a 
rising senior on their team or in their 
club for their society in order to keep 
the line going. 

“I think there’s at least some value 
to the tap lines,” Cong said. “Because 
you know that these people will have 
had very different Yale experiences. 
You’re going to hear these people’s life 
stories, and you’re going to hear more 
about different corners of campus.” 

All three, while they have greatly 
enjoyed their time in society this year, 
described the tap process as “stress-
ful” — especially since students and 
their friends may fill the same niche 
and thus may be competing for the 
same singular spot in many of these 
societies. 

“I would tell rising seniors to 
realize that it is out of your con-
trol,” Prince said. “Try not to judge 
yourself. Let the purpose be to just 
meet a new group of people that you 
wouldn’t have met otherwise.”

In their joint letter, the societ-
ies pledged “to avoid any hazing” 
in the tap process, “from interviews 
through Tap Night.”

Contact KAITLYN POHLY
 at kk.pohly@yale.edu .

BY MIA CORTÉS CASTRO
STAFF  REPORTER

The New Haven Board of Edu-
cation announced two new plans 
to improve student performance 
around the Elm City at their public 
meeting on Monday evening.

In the meeting, the Board of 
Education approved a plan — 
required for all Connecticut pub-
lic schools — to increase educator 
diversity in public schools. It also 
approved a submission on behalf of 
Augusta Lewis Troup School to the 
Commissioner’s Network, a state-
wide program that aids low-per-
forming schools.

“Our vision with this plan is 
that every student and educa-
tor in New Haven Public Schools 
is seen, heard and valued,” Made-
line Negrón, the Superintendent of 
New Haven Public Schools, said. 
“We cultivate trust and eliminate 
obstacles to foster diversity, equity 
and inclusion. We commit to cul-
tural competence and linguistic 
diversity that extends to the heart 
of our district where diverse edu-
cators mirror the beautiful mosaic 
of our student population.”

Both of these plans were pre-
sented to around 40 public mem-
bers and 20 staff members from 
schools around New Haven as 
part of Negrón’s Superintendent 
Report. This crowd, as well as five 
members of the Board of Edu-
cation, gathered in the gymna-
sium of Ross Woodward Elemen-
tary School. More public members 
and the remaining members of the 
board attended virtually via Zoom, 
which was projected on a screen for 
the crowd to see.

Increasing educator diversity 
in New Haven Public Schools

The plan to increase the diver-
sity of educators in public schools 
around the city is part of a state-
wide effort to improve representa-
tion in classrooms. 

In place since July 1, the plan 
requires each Board of Education 
around Connecticut to submit a 
plan to increase educator diversity. 
With the deadline of this plan’s 
submission coming up on March 
15, the Board of Education went 
over the specifics of the plan to 
clarify their next steps. 

Negrón talked the audience 
through the importance of the 
plan and the impact it will have 
on student performance, pre-
sented statistics that demon-
strate New Haven’s current 
diversity and explained the plan’s 
steps and goals.

Negrón also presented the plan-
ning team’s eight members, mostly 
faculty at various public schools.

“This was definitely a mandate 
that we embrace, not something 
that we feel is being pushed on us, 
because it does align with the core 
values of our city,” Negrón said.

Nearly 30 percent of New Hav-
en-employed educators are people 
of color, and 89.5 percent of New 
Haven Public School students are 
students of color. These numbers 
are more or less equal to those of 
the other three major cities in the 
state. Across the state, only 11.2 
percent of public school educators 
are people of color.

However, Negrón noted that 
while New Haven’s teacher diver-
sity exceeds that of Connecti-
cut overall, the diversity of New 
Haven itself does, too — making 
the state’s general ratio of teachers 
of color to students of color higher 
than the Elm City’s. 

Negrón quoted the National 
Council on Teacher Quality to 
emphasize the importance of 
diversity in education.

“It is possible to measure real 
gains made by Black students who 
experience even just one Black 
teacher, in how much they learn 
and the rate in which they grad-
uate, including from college,” 
Negrón quoted. 

Through this plan, the 
eight-person team hopes to 
improve representation in class-
rooms, in the hopes that students 
are more engaged in learning when 
they see people like them. The plan 
prioritizes recruiting more educa-
tors of color, addressing their chal-
lenges when teaching to improve 
teacher retention rates and adapt-
ing educator application processes 
to reach a broader audience.

The plan also set forth a goal to 
formulate a career pathway pro-
gram into education for students 
of color to increase the number of 
New Haven Public School-edu-
cated teachers and staff members.

The planning team predicted 
a 15-percent increase in educa-
tors of color, a 12 percent increase 
in applications from educators of 
diverse backgrounds and a 15 per-
cent increase in the retention rate 
of educators of color, all by the end 
of the 2026-27 school year.

At the end of the presentation, 
Board of Education member 
Edward Joyner urged the board 
to keep in mind the implications 
that strongly pushing diversity 
recruiting can have on the qual-
ity of educators at the schools. 
Joyner brought up that the plan 
must not be the end-all-be-all 
of recruitment and retention, 
however, because diversity is 
only one quality that constitutes 
a good educator. 

“It’s not always necessarily true 
that because a person is diverse, or 
maybe from the same background 
as a lot of students, that that per-
son cares about those cases of edu-
cation,” Joyner said.

Troup partakes in Commis-
sioner’s Network Turnaround 
Plan for student achievement

During the 2022-23 school year, 
Augusta Lewis Troup School was 
selected by the Commissioner’s 
Network to partake in its program 
through the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Education. The pro-
gram selects 25 schools around 
the state that have been identi-

fied as low-performing to provide 
financial and instructional sup-
port, helping them develop cur-
ricula that will enhance learning 
in whichever areas of study stu-
dents of that school are perform-
ing worst in.

This March, after a year of 
planning and coming up with a 
Turnaround Plan and commit-
tee, or a plan detailing how the 
school will use the network to 
enhance student performance, 
Troup will submit its plan to the 
Connecticut Board of Educa-
tion. The prospective start date 
for the plan if the submission is 
accepted is July 2024.

“Our teachers are going to 
get professional development in 
any environment, not only lan-
guage arts classes, but also in 
math, science and social studies,” 
Eugene Foreman, the principal 
of Augusta Lewis Troup School, 
said. “It’s important because we 
have a lot of support in place for 
reading, but we need a lot more 
support for writing.”

Troup’s turnaround plan 
focuses on improving literacy 
“across the curriculum.” In a pre-
sentation projected for the pub-
lic, Foreman used the acronym 
TACO — Talent, Academics, Cul-
ture and Climate, Operations 
— to detail the tweaks to daily 
school life that will be imple-
mented to improve literacy. 

The TACO Turnaround plan 
includes developing learning plans 
that reflect teacher and student 
needs, improving instructional 
practices to maximize student 
learning and engagement, improv-
ing attendance and communica-
tion and implementing extended 
learning opportunities. The plan 
highlights reading, writing and 
math as its focus areas, with a par-
ticular focus on literacy.

“We want to ensure that stu-
dents understand that I don’t write 
something down and hand it in … 
it’s a process,” said Caroline Apgar, 
assistant principal of Augusta 
Lewis Troup School. “So that’s 
going to be a critical piece to the 
work that’s going to happen.”

The presentation also included 
a list of the ten members of the 
team who will help with the plan’s 
implementation. These team 
members are all either educators 
or faculty members at Troup.

If Troup’s plan is accepted by the 
state, they will receive the Depart-
ment of Education’s support for 
three to five years as they implement 
the strategies detailed in the plan.

The next New Haven Board of 
Education meeting will be held on 
March 11 at Ross Woodward Ele-
mentary Magnet School, located at 
185 Barnes Ave.

Contact MIA CORTÉS CASTROat 
mia.cortescastro@yale.edu. 

NEWS
Board of Education announces two student improvement plans
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Selected by current members of each society, rising seniors can be ‘tapped’ to potentially secure a spot in one of 55 groups.
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“I’m not a diva. I’m a tadpole trying to be a frog.” 
TONI BRAXTON AMERICAN SINGER-SONGWRITER AND ACTRESS

Behind tomb doors: Yale’s society tap process

MIA CORTÉS CASTRO/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

The two new plans aim to improve diversity ratios in public schools around the city and student literacy in various subject areas.



BY PETER WILLIAMS
STAFF REPORTER

On Saturday and Sunday, Yale’s 
track and field teams headed to 
Cambridge to compete in the 
Ivy League Indoor Track & Field 
Championships.

Against their seven Ivy rivals, 
the Elis took home seventh in the 
men’s competition and eighth in 
the women’s competition. Many 
athletes set personal records and 
earned points for the Bulldogs, 
and three athletes — men’s team 
captain Matt Appel ’24, Brian Di 
Bassinga ’26 and Gloria Guerrier 
’27 — notched top three finishes in 
their events. 

“There were some very good 
performances across the board, 
but we can’t be satisfied,” men’s 
head coach David Shoehalter 

wrote to the News. “There is a 
great deal of room for improve-
ment, and I am confident that we 
will see big improvements mov-
ing forward.”

On the men’s side of events, 
Appel and Di Bassinga led the 
scoring for the Bulldogs, with 
Appel’s 18.13m hurl in the shot put 
earning him third and Di Bass-
inga’s 15.29m PR in triple jump 
earning the team a second bronze. 
Kit Colson ’25 came in next for 
the Bulldogs at fourth place in the 
60m with a finish of 6.81 seconds. 
Thomas Cirrito ’24 also secured 
points for Yale, taking fifth in 
the 800m with a time of 1:50.98. 
Sean Kay ’24 took home seventh 
in the 5k with a 14:20.07 finish, a 
solid finish for the cross country 

SPORTS
NBA
Lakers 116
Clipeprs 112

NHL
Rangeres 4
Blue Jackets 1

NCAAW
Oklahoma 71
Texas 70

EPL
West Ham 4
Brentford 2
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195.400 A PROGRAM RECORD SCORE FOR THE BULLDOGS GYMNASTICS TEAM EARNED LAST
WEEKEND AGAINST UPENN.Stat of the Week

BY MEREDITH HENDERSON
STAFF  REPORTER

The Yale women’s basketball 
team (7–17, 4–7 Ivy) ventured 
to Leede Arena in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, for their second battle 
against Dartmouth College (7–16, 
1–10 Ivy) of the 2023–24 season. 

The Bulldogs hoped to dust off 
the two losses they surrendered to 
Princeton University (20–4, 10–1 
Ivy) and the University of Penn-
sylvania (13–11, 5–6 Ivy) from the 
previous weekend. With a win 
against Dartmouth, the team was 
keeping their hopes for a bid in the 
Ivy League tournament alive.

The last time these two teams 
met was Jan. 20, when the Bull-
dogs barely held on to the win, 

48–46. This time, they ensured 
that their lead would be far out of 
reach by the time the clock wound 
down to zero.

In the first quarter of the game, 
the Blue and White quickly jumped 
out to an eight-point lead, one they 
never lost throughout the entirety of 
the contest. It seemed the Bulldogs 
rarely missed a basket, often going 
on multiple hot streaks at a time. 
The lead grew as a result of a team 
effort, where five Bulldogs contrib-
uted to the tally of points in the first, 
and even more played defensive roles 
on the court. The first ended with the 
momentum skewed heavily toward 
Yale and only heading further in that 
direction with the score at 21–14.

W BBALL: Elis earn resounding 
78–42 victory over Dartmouth

T&F: Three Yalies earn 
podium finishes at Ivies 

M BBALL: Yale clinches Ivy tournament 
BY BEN RAAB

STAFF REPORTER

The Yale women’s basketball 
team (6–15, 3–5 Ivy) extended 
their win streak to two with a 
victory over Cornell University 
(7–13, 1–7 Ivy) this past weekend. 

The weekend prior, the Bull-
dogs defeated the University of 
Pennsylvania Quakers (11–10, 
3–5 Ivy), 74–68, after forc-
ing an overtime. They rolled 
into Ithaca, NY confident, 
especially given that Cornell 
dropped their previous game 
to Harvard (13–8, 6–2 Ivy), 
52–63. This game was the first 

time this season that the Bull-
dogs and the Big Red battled.

The first quarter began with 
the Big Red winning the tip-
off, though holding possession 
for no time at all before Nyla 
McGill ’25 stole the ball and 
passed to Brenna McDonald 
’24. Although Cornell jumped 
to a five-point lead early in the 
first quarter, a three-pointer 
by Kiley Capstraw ’26 and 
a jumper by McGill tied the 
game up at 5:59. From there, 
the Bulldogs and the Big Red 
fought back and forth for the 
lead, but eventually met up in a 
tie going into the second.

In the second, the Bulldogs 
retaliated against one another 
with points on either side. Soon, 
however, Yale broke away from 
the back-and-forth when Mack-
enzie Egger ’25 and Jenna Clark 
’24 shot for seven consecutive 
points. The Bulldogs ran off the 
court at the half, leading 27–20.

After the half, the gap wid-
ened as the Blue and White 
increased their lead by as much 
as 12 points in the third quarter. 
Turnovers proved fatal for Cor-
nell, which relinquished the ball 
into the hands of Yale’s top scor\

YALE ATHLETICS
Yale’s men’s and women’s T&F teams competed at the Ivy League Indoor Track 
and Field Championships this past weekend, with three earning bronze medals.

SEE T&F PAGE 10

COURTESY  OF RENA HEDEMAN

This weekend, the Yale’s men’s and women’s track and field teams split up between 
Boston and New Haven,

ZOE BERG, SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHER

The women’s basketball team surged over Cornell with their second straight victory, 66–59.
SEE W BASKETBALL PAGE 10

SEE M BASKETBALL PAGE 10

BY COLETTE STAADECKER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

The No. 21 Yale women’s 
lacrosse team (3–0, 0–0 Ivy) 
took on Quinnipiac University 
(0–3, 0–0 MAAC) in a midweek 
game and Temple University 
(4–2, 0–0 ACC) on Saturday, 
securing two hard-fought wins.  

The Bulldogs clinched a com-
manding 20–8 victory against 
Quinnipiac University (0–3, 
0–0 MAAC) on Wednesday 
afternoon at Reece Stadium. 

The Blue and White dom-
inated from the beginning, 
securing an 8–2 lead in the 
opening quarter. This early 
advantage enabled Yale to rest 
their starters for most of the 
remaining game.

Yale demonstrated their 
depth by holding onto a five-
goal lead starting from the sec-
ond quarter. The game saw goals 
from 11 different players, with a 
total of 12 players contributing 
points for the Bulldogs. 

The Bulldogs have 10 wins 
and zero losses against the Bob-
cats since 2013.

A total of 31 players made 
appearances for the Bulldogs, 
with first-year midfielders 
Ashley Kiernan ’27 contributing 
two assists and Karina Herrera 
’27 netting two goals in their 
Yale debuts. 

“It honestly was just great 
to see all the hard work pay off 
after this fall and preseason,” 
Herrera wrote to the News. “I 
am beyond thrilled that my first 

debut went well and that I was 
able to share my first collegiate 
point with an assist from one of 
my fellow first-years!”

On Saturday, the Bulldogs 
traveled to Philadelphia to take 
on Temple, securing a 13–5 
win against the Owls. Temple 
started the season undefeated 
until they were beaten by the 
Bulldogs.  

Temple netted the game’s 
opening goal, but the Bulldogs 
fought back, scoring the next 
10. Yale maintained a strong
defense, keeping the Owls
scoreless from the 9:18 mark of
the first quarter until the 0:46
mark of the third quarter. 

W LAX: No. 21 Yale dominates Quinnipiac and Temple

YALE ATHLETICS

The women’s lacrosse team clinched victories against Quinnipiac and Temple.

SEE W LACROSSE PAGE 10

“As individualized as track and field can seem, the beauty of competing at the collegiate 
level is that at conference meets it is a team sport and everyone’s contribution counts.” 

MATT APPEL ’24 MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM CAPTAIN 



WEEKEND

DITCH DAY
You descend the foothills, picking up 

your friends and passing the city on the 
way, traversing the big open fields and 
farms of the valley. Did you know we’re 
technically valley girls? And then it’s 
up again through coastal mountains. 
The highway snakes its way through the 
giant golden hills until you look down 
to the Bay. Pull some sweet driving 
moves and descend. The highway nar-
rows into a two-lane to cross the wet-
land. “Freakin ‘Out on the Interstate” 
comes on, the windows roll down, the 
wind rushes in and you’re hurtling 
across the bridge. 

A detour in Petaluma: home of max-
imalist coffee+bread+flower shops. 
Pick up some chai latte, toast. Hit 
Sonoma County. Marvel at trees taller 
than everything in your town. The 
hills are bright green and speckled 
with cows. It is a painting come to life 
outside the windows of your car. The 
Pacific Ocean opens up before you, and 
you’re winding with the road along the 
seaside cliffs of Highway 1. The sky is 
cloudy, but the surfers swell in and out 
with the waves, rushing in to hit the 
rocks all along the coast. 

You pull into Portuguese Beach, 

finally. Walk to the edge of the cliff 
and see your friends down below. The 
wind is cold the sand is cold the water 
is cold but you are happy to be wrapped 
in blankets together. There are com-
munal baguettes and beach volleyball 
games and mussel shells that look like 
blue and white porcelain inside. 

Though you are one of the last peo-
ple sitting on the beach, you must head 
back across the state. The sun makes an 
appearance through the clouds and the 
hills have soft spotlights shining down 
on them. Backwards you go, to pizza 
and bookstores in Petaluma and the 
narrow wetland road. Somewhere along 
the way you, realize California is the 
most beautiful place you’ve ever seen. 
The music is perfect and your friends 
are perfect and the day is perfect, but 
you’re saying goodbye to it all.

 You’ll think you’ve missed the sun-
set, but as you approach the tall bridge 
there will be one last gift. “Where’d All 
The Time Go” plays, and you’re singing 
as you ascend. The sky and water light 
up in one last flash of orange and pur-
ple and gold.

Contact NORA RANSIBRAHMANAKUL at 
nora.ransibrahmanakul@yale.edu .

//JESSAI FLORES
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February is fi nally fi nished. Fortunately?
Fact: February contains the fewest days 

of any month. 
Fiction: February contains the fewest 

days of fun of any month.
February often gets a bad rap for feel-

ing like the longest month despite only 
having 28 days (or, in this year’s case, 29 
days). For everyone, it just seems to drag 
on — we aren’t still riding the New Year’s 
energy and excitement, and spring hasn’t 
quite yet sprung. 

At the beginning of the semester, when I 
was mapping out my major assignments and 
assessments for each course, February was 
fi lled to the brim. The work just kept piling 
on. As soon as I would begin to feel relieved 
after finishing one assignment, I would 
quickly have to gear up and begin working 
on or preparing for the next one. I even had a 
midterm on the 29th! Is that allowed? 

Most people anxiously anticipate the end 
of this month, but is it worth the rush? Is 
February so brutal that we should excitedly 
march into March without soaking up all 
that February has to o� er? I’ll admit, I was a 
member of the “Fast-Forward Through Feb-
ruary Club.” I patiently waited for the month 
to end. However, I owe February an apology. 
If I had just spent a little extra time search-
ing, I could have found that February is in 
fact fi lled with felicity.  

I didn’t even have to look too far past 
the fi rst day to fi nd good news this month. 
On Groundhog’s Day (Feb. 2), Punxsut-
awney Phil did not see his shadow. What 
does that mean for us? Spring is on its way! 
I don’t know if it’s just placebo, but ever 
since then, I have already started to see 
early signs of spring: the sun has made an 
appearance after a long period of hiber-
nation, the weather decided that we don’t 
have to wear our heaviest coats anymore 

and the birds are happily chirping and sing-
ing because they, too, know that spring is 
on its merry way. 

Despite this major development, which 
I thought could cheer me up for the rest 
of the month, an avalanche of work — 
and actual snow, for that matter — struck 
down during the second week: two mid-
terms and a paper. Struggling through the 
storm of work, I managed to find some sil-
ver linings amidst the clouds. 

On Sunday, Feb. 11, after studying for 
most of the day and preparing for the hec-
tic week that lay ahead, I found some snip-
pets of fun. I enjoyed a super-special 
Super Bowl dinner in the Branford dining 
hall, complete with nachos, wings and the 
most delightful chocolate and peanut but-
ter cupcakes. While I wasn’t able to watch 
the entire game, my friend was able to fi nd 
a live stream just in time for the halftime 
show. Then, a few days later on the 14th, 
I enjoyed a delectable Galentine’s dinner, 
and fi nished o�  the night with a treat from 
Claire’s. The di�  cult week seemed to be 
taking a sweet turn. 

Near the end of the month, when mid-
terms started lightening up for me, more 
events and celebrations appeared on the 
horizon. There were endless formals to 
attend, whether it was the annual first-
year formal or formals for clubs and social 
groups. The end of the month brought mul-
tiple occasions to dress up and have fun, 
which for me, was a delight because I felt 
like I had been living in sweatpants for the 
entirety of February.

When looking back at this month, per-
haps it was fi lled with more excitement than 
I gave it credit for. 

However, with that being said, I’m some-
what relieved that March is here. 

Contact ANNA PAPAKIRK at 
anna.papakirk@yale.edu.

WEEKEND MONTH

//  BY ANNA PAPAKIRK

WKND Recommends
Hiking Sleeping Giant

FeBRUTALary  
or  FUNua  r  y  ?

// JESSAI FLORES
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This phrase is commonly laughed at yet so frequently 
said. Do you find it to be genuine or ingenuine? Is it some-
thing you frequently take? Feel free to take an earnest or 
humorous take on this!

“A Brain for 2, Please!”
My brain has changed, but I think it’s my fault. I betrayed 

it. I didn’t protect it enough.
Ever since I transferred to Yale last semester, I’ve 

been excited to nourish my brain with knowledge, experi-
ences and especially with new people. Yale is the perfect 
place. Dog trainers with perfect GPAs. Frat boys who intern 
at the White House in the Summer. Polyglots who think about 
taking a shit in more than one language. You want to find a 
niche talented person? You find it at Yale. It is the same all 
around. In classes, residential colleges, Good Nature Mar-
ket (G Heav) late at night after having gone out partying, the 
Yale Running Club. Everywhere, but there is a place where all 
these people congregate. There is a place where all this talent 
goes to the trash and it’s reduced to raw instincts.

Dining halls.
Back in Miami Dade College in the Padrón Campus, people 

shared funny stories after class.  Almost always, the conver-
sation would move to OTG (our version of the dining hall). 
Friendship made. At Yale? There’s a protocol involved. Let’s 
break it down. Okay, well, it’s followed by two questions.

“Would you like to grab a meal sometime?” which trans-
lates to “could I use your name to finish filling up my G-Cal 
this week?”

“When are you free?” which translates to “tell me you’re 
free so I can tell you all the ways in which I’m not free.”

After getting used to my system, which helped nur-
ture some of the best friendships I’ve ever met, this protocol 
felt like my fifth course. Now? Well, I’m already in level two.

Back when I arrived at Yale, I loved this system. Everyone 
is so busy, but they are nice enough to open their brains to 
you … I know, right?! Kindness overflows here! Community 
service? Bah! I already opened up my time to five people in 
need this week.

With that out of the way, let’s explain the brain idea. 
I’ve always loved to read. I went through a dystopian era, 
to a thriller era, to a literary fiction era. This obsession for 
appreciating literature turned into my obsession for writ-
ing about crazy characters in fiction and immortalizing 
my emotions in poetry. My brain thrives off of writing and 
reading. However, it took me a long time to realize that it’s 
extremely difficult to maintain both activities in check. 
When I wasn’t writing, I was reading a lot. And vice versa.

I never realized the same could happen with people. I’ve 
shared meals with a bunch of people at Yale, and again, I 

used to find it fascinating. I would call my mom after every 
meal ended and exclaim, “you won’t believe whom I just 
had lunch with! This person wants to work for NASA! They 
have created an app! They are also Venezuelan!” But the 
most hilarious one is the following: “I think I finally made a 
friend.” Week after week, I went through these interactions. 
Serotonin rising. Illusions about staying up late gossiping. 
Sometimes, I eat with people I find cute. I find myself ide-
alizing the “afterwards” of eating with a cute girl. I call my 
friend back in Cornell, tell her everything.

Spring semester of 2024 comes. I realize how much I have 
been appreciating cool people, longing for being closer with 
some of them, imagining these interactions leaving the din-
ing hall. But, I also realize something in my dorm stinks. So, 
I spent weeks looking for it. What is it? What is this smell 
that’s not letting me sleep? What is this smell that makes 
me not want to be in my dorm? Or not to be with myself … 
? Damn, it’s me. My brain is rotten. It lost all its color, all its 
shiny appearance, all its original knowledge. I fried my brain.

How many of those cool people are my friends today? Well, 
conversations with my mom got shorter. “What happened 
to that girl who invited you to that party?” Oh yeah, it was 
all part of the community service package she was offering 
that week. “What happened to that girl who loves writing as 
much as you do?” Oh yeah, she looks the other way when I 
try to smile at her on the sidewalk. 

That’s when I realized I’ve done the equivalent of reading 
a lot and not writing. I’ve been appreciating the grandeur in 
other people and not appreciating and further nurturing my 
own. Don’t get me wrong. It’s still fun to get to know new 
people while struggling not to get my sweater stained with 
the meat from the arepa in Commons (and spending the next 
30 minutes cleaning the stain in the bathroom to not lose 
that precious sweater). But, I gotta be careful. It’s the same 
as with writing, a good writer can’t get consumed and dis-
couraged by all the good writing there is out there. They can 
consume a lot of it for inspiration, but there comes a stop-
ping point when you just gotta do a lot of writing and not 
putting anything else into your brain.

As someone who thrives off of knowledge, I have to keep 
a balance between obtaining it by exchanging information 
with other people and obtaining it by creating and retro-
specting. On another note, I’ve learned that not all conver-
sations at Yale will get you to find people you can trust your 
murder history with. They might inspire you to add more 
people to that (fictional) record, though. Too many of these, 
however, can fry your friend as they did mine.

Contact NICOLE VILORIA at 
nicole.viloria@yale.edu .

WEEKEND FRIENDS

//  BY NICOLE VILORIA
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Listen to “Michael in the Bathroom”
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This Monday, Yale Course Search will open 
with the 2024-2025 course listings. If reading that 
sentence doesn’t already make you want to throw 
up –– congratulations, you don’t know how to 
read.

Personally, my only requirements for 
courses here are that I can either 1) fanta-
size about the professor while I stare blankly 
into space or 2) fantasize about my semi-
nar crush while I stare blankly into space or 
3) fantasize about the subject of study while
I stare blankly into space. Unfortunately,
this has meant I’ve spent most of my valuable
Yale education picturing Julius Caesar going
down on Calpurnia, and wondering whether
Nietzsche’s mustache would tickle. 

I was able to get a sneak peek at the various 
courses that are being o� ered next year, and I’ve 
decided to dedicate this week’s SOTW to a noble, 
academically focused pursuit of making sure 
my readers have the best schedule possible. Find 
below some standouts from next year’s o� erings 
(although beware, they might fi ll up quickly): 

ECON 156: How to Properly Bring Up Your 
Banking Summer Internship in Conversations 
Where No One Asks About Your Banking Sum-
mer Internship

Course Description: This course teaches 
students the various rhetorical techniques 
necessary to ensure they can talk about their JP 
Morgan internship in every human interaction 
they have, even when it’s completely unnec-
essary and/or inappropriate. Upon comple-
tion, students will be able to navigate funerals, 
anti-war protests and pillow talk knowing how 
to tastefully mention how they’ll be spending 
their summer in “the City.”

BIOL 334: The Human Body: Limiting Bowel 
Leakage After Dining Hall “Flounder” 

Course Description: Yale students are faced 
biweekly with questions like, does someone 
important in Yale administration have an uncle 
with a failing Flounder fi shery? Am I the last per-
son at this school with working tastebuds and a 
normal gastrointestinal tract? This course aims 
to answer those questions, and so much more. No 
necessary prerequisites, although students with a 
keen academic interest in aquatic bottom feeders 
–– or a personal interest in feeding on bottoms ––
are particularly welcome. 

SOCY 123: The Di� erence Between Meaning-
ful Friendships and People You Go Out With

Course Description: Enrollment limited 
to sophomores and juniors who are begin-
ning to ask themselves, “If I only hang out 
with them when I’m drinking, are they really 
my friends?” Additional questions that’ll be 
covered include, “Are they really your best 
friends, or were they just the first people you 
met freshman year?” 

ANTH 269: Male Friendship I: Activities that 
Allow You and Your Bro to Make Eye Contact

Course Description: Let’s face it: you and 
Brad are best friends, but you’ve never had a 
good look at his face. When you hang out you 
play video games, watch football, degrade 
women and stand side-by-side while looking 
at various third objects. This course will teach 
you (and your bro) ways to sit opposite of each 
other and look directly into one another’s eyes. 
Prerequisite to  “ANTH 270: Male Friendship 
II: Am I in Love With My Bro?” 

PLSC 277: How to Identify Future Presi-
dents, Collect Their Blackmail

Course Description: Brady (President of the 
Buckley Institute and the Involuntary Celi-
bacy Club) has convinced your 84-year-old 
“there were good people on January 6” his-
tory professor it’s reasonable to abort himself, 
let alone fetuses. But Brady’s got charisma and 
is just average-looking enough that his face 
could be put on campaign posters without put-
ting people o� . 

So yes, in a few decades, the Brady who only 
brushes his teeth at night will probably be the 
leader of the Free World. But he also anony-
mously slut shames women on Fizz –– and 
there’s your window. 

CHEM 499: Is my TF into me?
Course Description: Half-semester course (the 

answer is yes). 

BIOL 102: Ensuring Your Girlfriend Finishes
Course Description: Introductory biology 

lecture course with no prerequisites. NOTE: in 
the past students have taken this as a “gut,” but 
understand the intellectual and physical e� ort 
that this course demands. We typically recom-
mend that students take this Credit/D/Fail, along 
with a lighter course load. If the course reaches 
capacity, priority will be given to economics 
majors.

Happy bluebooking!
<3 SOTW

The Secrets & Sentiments of The Secrets & Sentiments of 
Benjamin FranklinBenjamin Franklin
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WKND Recommends
Apple cider beer. 

The Yale 
classes you 
should 
probably 
take next 
year 

Benjamin Franklin sailed the ocean blue …
Shoot, that’s not it.
Benjamin Franklin never told a lie …
No, no, that’s not it either.
So who was Benjamin Franklin? Today, I set out to discover exactly that.
I hop and skip over to the Franklin courtyard and fi nd him right where I expect to, as tarnished 

and brassy as ever. There he is: the man, the myth, the legend of Benjamin Franklin, carved out in 
bench form.

“Hello, uh, Mr. Franklin.” 
There is no reply. I clear my throat — perhaps this will draw his attention …
“Hello … um … Hello, Mr. —”
“Please, call me Benjamin,” Mr. Benjamin interjects.
“Oh, alright,” I reply suddenly, hoping he didn’t catch my glimmer of hesitancy when I fi rst 

arrived or sense my sudden intense fear that someone would see me talking to a bench. 
“Why don’t you have a seat,” he says in an inviting tone. “Who, me?” I think to myself. “Where?” 
“Right here, to my right.” Mr. Benjamin concludes, as if reading my mind. I furrow my brow with 

confused suspicion and slowly sit down, joining Mr. Benjamin on the bench.
I inform Mr. Benjamin that I’m looking to learn more about him and ask if he’d be interested in a 

short interview. He humbly obliges, though I almost see a subtle smile playing on his steel lips.
I begin by asking Mr. Ben about his hobbies, outside of laying the foundation for the American 

ethos.
I’m taken aback when Mr. Ben starts telling me about his secret career as a rapper. He went by 

Ben Frank. “It was marvelous,” he recounts. Naturally, I asked him to drop me some beats, but Ben 
Frank politely declined. “On that note, though,” he continued, “I did spend some time beating eggs 
as a part-time chef.” It was at that moment that Chef Frank revealed to me that he was actually the 
mastermind behind the renowned “Frankfurter.”

“Wow …” I mutter under my breath. “Mr. Chef Ben Frankfurter, I have to say I’m sort of speech-
less. I never knew this side of you.”

“Yeah,” Ben Frank sighs, looking downcast. “Everyone always thinks ‘Mr. Founder this’, ‘Mr. 

America that’, but what ever happened to ‘Mr. Heart and Soul’? I know what you’re thinking, ‘Ben-
jamin, you’re looking an awful lot like the Tin Man these days, and you know what they said about 
his heart and soul …’ Well, that I veto! I may present di� erently now, but I was once a man of emo-
tion, of love, of fervor.” 

“Mmm” I reply, nodding my head ever so subtly, eyebrows slightly raised.
“If you don’t believe me,” he continues “you can ask my wife — she can attest to the passion I —”
“Right, right” I hurriedly cut him o�  in a sudden state of rushed panic. I’m not interested in hear-

ing about Bench Benjamin’s sex life.
“Please, allow me to fi nish.” Mr. Benjamin continues in an ever-diplomatic tone.
Oh no.
“I spent some time as a dancer in my career, and my wife — always my No. 1 fan — could tell you 

about how hard I hit those boogies and whipped those Nae Naes.”
“What?” I think to myself.
“That’s right,” he counters my unspoken doubt. “But I had my academic side, too. I spent my 

summers doing research in New Haven. Discovering chemicals and such. Ever heard of benzene? 
All me.”

“In fact,” he continued, “they considered me a scientist so mad that I became Mary Shelley’s 
muse for ‘Frankenstein’

“Huh,” I reply, wondering how much of the world as I know it is Benjamin Franklin-coded.
“And lastly, in my free time, I enjoyed modeling cars. I was the fi rst to envision the Bentley.”
“This is all extremely impressive. Is there anything else you want to share?”
“I’ll leave you with one piece of Frank advice. During the extended time I spent with my fellow 

Founding Fathers, I learned that the most important thing is to poke fun at each and every opportu-
nity. Sometimes, that means opting for creativity and imagination over truth and reality.”

“Like … making  things up?”
“Precisely — it makes for the greatest fun.” He fi nishes with a wink, or perhaps the sun simply 

fl ashed across his brazen eye at just the right moment to bring an illusion to life.
Great fun indeed … well played, Benjamin.

Contact ORAH MASSIHESRAELIAN at 
orah.massihesraelian@yale.edu .


