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Court blocks eviction of migrant
workers by boss-landlord

BY MAGGIE GRETHER AND LAURA OSPINA
STAFF REPORTERS

Around a month after Edgar Bec-
erra arrived in New Haven from Gua-
temala on a work visa sponsored
by MDF Painting & Power Wash-
ing, Becerra fell from a 32-foot lad-
der while on the job. Weeks later he
fell from a two-story window while
working. The falls landed him in the
hospital on multiple occasions.

Suffering from hip pain and spinal
injuries, Becerra says he reported his
workplace injuries to MDF Painting.
Instead of providing worker’s com-
pensation, MDF fired him and tried
to send him on a flight back to Guate-
mala days later.

Since his arrival in New Haven,
Becerra has been living at 200 Peck
St. in Fair Haven, at a house owned
by his boss, Mark DeFrancesco, along
with at least 19 other migrant work-
ers who had come from Guatemala on
H-2B visas sponsored by MDF. While
still living at 200 Peck St. Becerra
filed a workers’ compensation com-
plaint on Oct. 23; two weeks later,
his boss and landlord, DeFrancesco,
served him and another tenant-em-
ployee, Josue Mauricio Arafia, an
evictionnotice.

Becerra and MDF have been
embroiled in two legal disputes:
Becerra’s worker’s compensation
case and DeFrancesco’s eviction
claim. On Monday, the Connecticut
Superior Court denied the eviction,
but left the door open for DeFran-
cesco to evict Becerra and Arafa
through a different method. Becerra
is awaiting his worker’s compensa-
tion hearing next week.

The News spoke to two experts
who said that obstacles to reporting

The migrant worker and his sponsor company have been embroiled in two legal disputes: a
worker's compensation case and an eviction claim./ Needhar Ghandi, Senior Photographer

make it difficult to workers’ compen-
sation abuse, but cases like Becerra’s
are part of awider pattern of thin pro-
tections for migrant workers.

Tyrese Ford, Becerra’s housing
court lawyer, said he hopes Becer-
ra’s case raises awareness about the
ways migrant workers in New Haven
remain vulnerable.

“Hypothetically, if Edgar had
never reached out to us and let us
know the situation, would the public
have known about their situation?”
Ford said. “How would we have
known that was going on around the
corner on 200 Peck St.?”

Becerra suffered multiple inju-
ries, allegedly slept on the
street after eviction

MDF’s website advertises a close-
knit team, urging workers to join a
company that’s like an “extended
family” But Becerra’s experience
with MDF, as he described it, paints
adifferent picture.

Becerra arrived in New Haven
in July 2023 on a temporary work
visa sponsored by MDF, slated to
expire on Nov. 30. When Becerra
arrived at 200 Peck St., he dis-
covered at least 19 other MDF
workers from Guatemala already
living in the house, according to
documents filed by his attor-
ney. According to Becerra, no bed
was available and he slept on the
floor of a third-floor bedroom.
DeFrancesco denied this at trial,
saying he provided the tenants
with mattresses. MDF paid Bec-
erra almost $17 an hour; DeFran-
cesco set rent at $75 a week.

In August, Becerra fell from a
32-foot ladder while painting for
MDF and suffered leg and hip inju-
ries, according to documents sub-
mitted by his attorney. Becerra said
he reported the injury to MDF, who
required him to continue working.

SEE EVICTION PAGE 5

State of the City address disrupted
by pro-Palestine protests

Protesters from several groups promoting a ceasefire resolution halted the mayor's annual
address for 25 minutes./ Yurii Stasiuk, Contributing Photographer

BY YURII STASIUK, ETHAN WOLIN AND
ARIELA LOPEZ
STAFF REPORTERS

Mayor Justin Elicker’s State of
the City address descended into
chaos on Monday evening as pro-
testers interrupted a speech tout -
ing New Haven’s growth to press
the Board of Alders for a resolu-
tion calling for a ceasefire in Isra-
el’s war against Hamas in Gaza.

About 100 pro-Palestine activ-
ists filled the back of the Alder-
manic Chambers to demonstrate
frustration with the alders’ lack
of legislative action on a proposed
ceasefire resolution. The activists

caused a 25-minute pause in the
mayor’s speech, only allowing it to
continue shortly after New Haven
Police Chief Karl Jacobson warned
that disruptors could face arrest.

The activists were affiliated
with a variety of organizations and
did not appear to have collectively
coordinated the outburst of criti-
cism or the ensuing chants. Their
persistent disruptions prompted
increasingly sharp responses from
Board President Tyisha Walk-
er-Myers.

“Let the mayor finish,” Walk-
er-Myers yelled into her micro-

SEE PROTESTS PAGE 4

No evidence to support computer
science eourse plagiarism allegations

Several students on Fizz, an anonymous campus chat app, claimed that computer science professor Arman Cohan copied slides and
homework for his course on Natural Language Processing from a similar course at Stanford./ Zoe Berg, Senior Photographer

BY BEN RAAB
STAFF REPORTER

The News found no evidence to
support a student -circulated claim
that Professor Arman Cohan cop-
ied a Stanford University course’s
curriculum for his course on Nat-
ural Language Processing.

A post on the anonymous cam-
pus chat app “Fizz” claimed that
Cohan “copied the entire Stan-
ford CS224N curriculum,” includ-
ing lectures and homework, with-
out attributing credit. The post
received 1,600 upvotes as of
Monday, and four follow-up posts
from other users also received
over 1,000 upvotes.

Cross CAMPUS
THIS DAY IN YALE HISTORY, 1990.

Two Yale scientists Leo Hickey and
David Taylor discover the world’s oldest
flower fossil. The 120-million-year-

old plant provides new insight into the

evolution of flowers.

“No, Idid not base my syllabus on
Stanford’s cs224n or any other exist -
ing courses from other places,” Cohan
told the News. “I’d like to emphasize
that NLP is a pretty well-established
course with several available text-
books, and any overlap in course con-
tent with another university stems
from the fact that the subject matter
we teach is well-established and has
acommon core of knowledge””

The News reviewed lecture
slides from Stanford’s CS224N
course, called Natural Language
Processing with Deep Learning,
offered in winter 2023 and found
no notable similarities between
the Stanford materials and
Cohan’s. All language and visual

material included in Cohan’s
slides appeared original.

None of the users who posted pla-
giarism allegations on Fizz responded
tothe News’ requests for comment in
time for publication.

When approached by the News
on Sunday, Professor Christopher
Manning, who taught Stanford’s
CS224N in Winter 2023, looked at
Cohan’s slide material in compari-
son to the Stanford version.

“Nothing in the lectures particu-
larly seems copied from cs224n,” he
wrote. “They seem quite distinct””

Only one homework assignment
has been released so far for Cohan’s

SEE PLAGIARISM PAGE 4
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administrators weigh
merits of viewing
admissions files.

Four takeaways from
State of the City

BY MIA CORTES CASTRO AND ARIELA LOPEZ
STAFF REPORTERS

Around 200 alders, city offi-
cials, attendees and pro-ceasefire
protesters gathered at City Hall on
Monday evening to receive Mayor
Justin Elicker’s annual State of the
City Address.

Elicker’s now fifth-annual address
aimed at highlighting the city’s
accomplishments in the past year,
as well as tracing future plans. The
speech highlighted elements of the
city’s Vision 2034 plan, which will
determine the city’s next steps during
the next 10 years, preparing for New
Haven’s 250th anniversary. Elicker
also emphasized visions for how the
city can ensure that its growing pop-
ulation of 139,000 can thrive.

“With such a milestone, it’s a time
for us to reflect on both where we
stand as a city today and where we
want to go in the future — the values
we hold, the challenges we face, the
progress we’ve made and the con-
tinued work that’s required to uplift
more of our residents so they have the

opportunity to thrive,” Elicker said in
hisaddress.

Housing takes center stage

Elicker’s address emphasized,
among many broad topics, on the
city’s affordable housing initiatives.

Elicker cited 1,000 new hous-
ing units built since 2020, when
he was first inaugurated, 900 of
which were affordable units. He
mentioned 3,500 additional units
in planning right now, 40 percent
of which will be affordable.

“Every resident in our city
deserves to live somewhere safe,
clean and affordable,” Elicker said
in the address.

Many of these units were funded
by American Rescue Plan Act funds
— federal funds intended for use in
economic and community recov-
ery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Projects like the city’s first
non-congregant shelter, the rede-
velopment of a twelve-acre hous-
ing site on Church Street and proj-

SEE TAKEAWAYS PAGE 4

Connecticut Legislative session
Kicks off with State of the State

BY OLHA YARYNICH
STAFF REPORTER

HARTFORD — Feb. 7 marked
the first day of the 2024 Con-
necticut legislative session. The
main agenda item of the short-
ened 13-week session is adjust-
ments to the $26 billion annual
state budget for fiscal year 2025,
which starts in July.

The House and Senate con-
vened in the Connecticut State
Capitol at 10 a.m. At the session’s
commencement, Speaker of the
House Matthew Ritter, a Demo-
crat, called upon his colleagues to

embrace mutual understanding
during the session.

“I’'m not asking anybody in this
chamber to ever limit your views
and your passion. Fight for the
things you believe in,” Ritter said.
“But I asked you not to fight each
other. Because I don’t think many
of you really understand what your
colleagues are going through”

Ritter pointed out that several
members of the House have been bat -
tling cancer, or coping with the grief
oflosing spouses and grandfathers —
all within the last three months.

SEE STATE OF STATE PAGE 4
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STATE OF THE
CITY ADDRESS
DISRUPTED BY
PRO-PALESTINE
PROTESTS

Photos by Yurii Stasiuk and Nydia Del Carmen.
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OPINION

Why are
you afraid?

Yalie small talk seems to follow
trends depending on where we are in
the school year. The current default
question is “What did you do over
break?” The more I listen to people’s
responses, the more my suspicions
are confirmed: we didn’t actually
take a break. I know I didn’t. Suchis
thelife of a Yalie.

I used to be able to relax, back
when I was lucky enough to live in a
tiny town in the middle of nowhere.
An opportunity desert is the ideal
habitat for a high school try-hard
to grow up in; at some point, there
is nothing left you can possibly do.
There are no missed chances left to
worry about.

Yet this time, the enduring
arms of the Rocky Mountain range
couldn’t protect me from fears of
falling behind. In Yale’s world, I fill
up my Google Calendar with extra-
curriculars and jobs I got from cold
emails, build immaculate spread-
sheets containing hundreds of
assignments, and sleep only six
hours for maximum efficiency. A
taste of life in Yale’s bustling hive has
made me an opportunity glutton.
So when Ilooked out at the majestic
sagebrush-spotted plains, I could no
longer find tranquility. I saw nothing
but abarren Wyoming desert, starv-
ing for productivity.

While my friends and family slept,
I stayed up late, applying for summer
programs and working on internships.
When I wasn’t working, I felt guilty. I
assigned myself readings, cleaned and
reorganized everything, and devised
methodical plans to maximize time
withloved ones. Iwasrestless.

This anxious pattern persisted
up until the last night of break. I was
staying with my friend Jess, who’s
obsessed with travel and utilitari-
anism. We gathered with our friends
around the old piano in her living
room and listened to Elijah enthu-
siastically play and sing Billy Joel
songs. While everyone else laughed
and talked, I was nervously check-
ing flights and road closures from the
wintery nightmare brewing outside.
What if I miss my classes? How do
I carry three bags and a cat through
the New York Subway System? Why
did my seminar professor already
send out readings?

I was totally lost in the worries
swirling around in my head, when a
whimsical piano riff pulled me back
into the warm house, safe from the
storm. I looked up from my emails
to see Jess’s smile as Elijah sang the
opening line of “Vienna” I never
understood why it was her favorite.
But sitting inches away from people
Iloved, hours before I had tojourney
1,400 miles away,, listening to Elijah
scream the lyrics about what little
time is left in youth, the song finally
made sense. Tomorrow, I would
return to the Yale world, where I
wouldn’t be able to “afford to lose a
day or two.” But not tonight.

Part of me is still frozen in that
moment. Stuck picturing the stead-
fast river that flows through my
hometown. Stuck missing my fam-
ily and friends and thinking about

thelife I could have had if things had
gone differently. Stuck listening to
that wretched song, hoping to find
the part of me I lost between Wyo-
ming and New Haven.

I'VE LEARNED MORE
ABOUT OPPORTUNITY
COST IN THE
MELANCHOLY HOURS
SPENT CRYING TO
“VIENNA" THAN
IN'THE MONTHS
INVESTED IN ECON
115. 'M HERE, I'VE
GOTTEN EVERYTHING
I THOUGHT T WANTED,
BUT I'M STILL
AFRAID. I'M AFRAID
OF LOSING MYSELE

I've learned more about oppor-
tunity cost in the melancholy hours
spent crying to “Vienna” than in
the months invested in Econ 115.
I'm here, I've gotten everything I
thought I wanted, but I'm still afraid.
I'm afraid of losing myself. I'm afraid
of losing the people I care about. I'm
afraid I'm going to wake up one day
and realize I’ve become nothing but
a wrinkly flesh bag of knowledge,
achievements and emptiness that
never went away.

We’re so worried about get-
ting into the Yaw School, land-
ing that consulting job, or whatever
our future holds that we forget we
have free will. You “can’t” sit with
a stranger in the dining hall because
it would be weird. You “can’t” play
that instrument because it’s been a
while. You “can’t” hop on a bus to
some random New England town
because exploring won't get you an
A on that p-set. So we work, even
when it feels more draining than
fulfilling, without stopping to ask
ourselves if our big Yale dreams are
going to be enough.

So instead of spending break
working two jobs, getting ahead on
readings for the semester, and being
afraid we aren’t doing enough, we
should learn how to take a break.

This Spring, I'm going to Vienna
tosleepin hostels and eat sourdough
with Jess. How about you?

FATTHDUNCAN is a first year in
Saybrook College. Her fortnightly column,
“Reframing,” emphasizes looking into the
frameworks of norms, institutions, and
mindsets that shape life at Yale. Contact
her at faith.duncan@yale.edu.
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GUEST COLUMNISTS

BELIZ BAYULGEN AND

JULIAN DANIEL

For the Ancient Eight and
beyond, diversity means survival

On one of our first dates
together, the two of us walked
past Skull & Bones and, full of
curiosity, tried to sneak a peek
inside. We gasped in unison when
we glimpsed a shadowy figure
through the tomb’s basement
window before realizing it was
one of their private chefs. In along
discussion spanning movies based
on Skull & Bones, the 2004 pres-
idential election, and the Apache
leader Geronimo, one thing was
clear: as uninterested as we both
claimed to be, we both knew a lot
about secret societies at Yale — and
we were both eager to learn more.

This fascination isn’t unique
to us: The Atlantic recently pub-
lished an article focusing on the
Ancient Eight secret societies,
the oldest and wealthiest societ-
ies and those most exemplifying
Yale’s elitist traditions. According
to Rose Horowitch, a Yale gradu-
ate and former Editor in Chief of
the News, these societies have in
recent years made a shocking turn
away from their traditional pref-
erence for the blue-blooded and
instead welcomed students of
color and FGLI students.

Ancient Eight societies, like
every other privileged organiza-
tion in the country, didn’t sud-
denly enter their “DEI era” after
going through an earnest social
justice awakening. Rather, they
did it to survive and perpetuate
themselves in a changing environ-
ment. This is why it’s imperative
that FGLI students and students
of color make note of how their
participation sustains an Ancient
Eight society. The relationship is
always mutualistic, as easy as it is
to believe that you’re taking more
from the society than the society
takes from you. By tapping mem-
bers who better reflect an increas-
ingly diverse campus makeup,
these societies have avoided a ter-
minal drift into irrelevance.

Similarly to how higher educa-
tion institutions pride themselves
on diversity metrics, the half-true
embrace of the principle of equal
opportunity and the fetishiza-
tion of glossy-brochure diversity
has reached even our least merito-
cratic institutions. Going through

aDEI eradoes more thanjust grant
societies relevance; it also allows
for them to effectively sustain the
illusion of meritocracy that fuels
your participation. While it was
once feasible to pretend that the
best and brightest a generation
had to offer ‘just so happened’ to
be white and affluent, that’s no
longer the case. The integration of
formerly all-white spaces is cer-
tainly a good thing. We also don’t
mean to suggest that fostering
diversity and meritocracy are in a
zero-sum relationship, nor do we
believe that marginalized people
are being tapped for societies pri-
marily on the basis of their iden-
tities. Yet this change in societies’
membership serves to strengthen
these institutions, as well as
expand their grip over communi-
ties they’ve formerly excluded.

The illusion of meritocracy
fostered in secret societies cer-
tainly makes it easier for tapped
students, particularly those
whose politics are averse towards
elitism and class privilege, to
push down any qualms they may
have had about their participa-
tion. Benefiting from a network
of insider connections feels a lot
less guilt-inducing if it feels truly
earned. Yet, it’s an undeniable
truth that benefitting from these
connections bypasses the princi-
ple of meritocracy in favor of the
insider networks that prevail in all
aspects of society.

What’s more, the increasing-
ly-diverse makeup of these soci-
eties has secondary effects on the
dynamics of campus life for stu-
dents from marginalized back-
grounds. In the days when the
Ancient Eight societies drew their
membership exclusively from the
Brooks Brothers-clad Berkshires
set, being tapped for these societ-
ies as an FGLI student or student
of color occupied no more mental
space than the thought of enlisting
in the Yale Political Union’s Party of
the Right.

But now, we are heartbroken to
read Isabella Zou’s deft, emotional
account last year about exclusion
from the secret society network,
about how the intentional exclusiv-
ity of these organizations breeds a

culture of stress and insecurity for
her and numerous other students
we know. It’s a truism on campus
that Yale has a million ways to make
you feel less than. The feeling of not
being good enough that comes with
rejection from a secret society cuts all
the deeper when the society portrays
itself as a meritocratic incubator for
those most likely to succeed in life.

This is where it’s most important
toreiterate what secret societies truly
are: fraternities with fewer windows.
Fancy architecture and a veneer of
secrecy are all that separate Skull &
Bones from Sigma & Chi.

We don’t blame Ancient Eight
society members of marginalized
backgrounds for choosing to take
part. After three long years of feeling
out of place at Yale, it’s hard to turn
down an offer of status and accep-
tance. Frankly, curiosity alone may
be reason enough. But for students
of marginalized backgrounds, it’s
also important to be critical about
why your presence is desired and
what your presence does. You may
be using societies, but these organi-
zations are also using and exploiting
you. Your participation means that
the relevance and credibility that is
the lifeblood of these organizations
endures for another year.

Whether the institution in ques-
tion is a finance firm, a grad school,
or even a secret society, we have to
recognize that their disingenuous
efforts at diversity are driven by their
need for survival. These institutions
adapt because their old models of
hoarding wealth and opportunity
have led to a state of crisis of their
own making. They are in a sinking
ship, and we shouldn’t rely on their
survival to guarantee our futures.

Though this may be easier said
than done for anyone who walks past
a society tomb and wonders what it
lookslike ontheinside, the best thing
you can do to abolish these institu-
tions is simply stop caring.

BELIZ BAYULGEN is a Connecticut
native and political organizer. She can be
reached at bayulgenbeliz@gmail.com.

JULIAN DANIEL is a senior in Say-
brook College and a contributor to the
News’ Opinion desk. He can be reached at
julian.daniel@yale.edu.

Why I'm voting for Joe Biden

The short answer is because I'm
a Democrat. But why am I a Dem-
ocrat? I can boil it down to a single
sentence: utility is the natural log of
income. What does that mean? Let
me explain.

One of the things you learn in
ECON 115 is how to think on the
margin. For any good or service —
a Granny Smith apple, let’s say —
the value of the first one is greater
than the value of the second, which
is greater than the value of the third
and so on. That first apple is great;
the second is nice; and by the third,
you're feeling a bit full. Each subse-
quent apple matters less and less to
you. And the same goes for money.

In “Utilitarianism,” the English
philosopher John Stuart Mill argues
for “the Greatest Happiness Princi-
ple;” the idea that we should aim to
maximize happiness and minimize
pain when making moral decisions.
When it comes to big-picture pol-
itics, I've considered myself a util-
itarian since I was first introduced
to the concept in middle-school
debate. Tome, it’s common sense. It
is simply not right for some people
to be spending $120,000 per year
on college admissions consultants
while there are people sleeping on
the New Haven Green.

If we assume that utility is the
natural log of income — which is to
say that it diminishes on the mar-
gin — we can mathematically prove
that up to a certain point, redistri-
bution is a positive sum for aggre-
gate utility. The first $1,000 you
transfer from Steve Schwarzman
to a poor person increases the lat-
ter’s utility by far more than it low-
ers the former’s. The next transfer
hurts Schwarzman a little bit more
and benefits the poor person a lit-
tle less than the first one. Up to a
certain point, before perfect mate-

rial equality, the marginal cost to
Schwarzman equals the marginal
benefit to the poor person, and any
further redistribution would reduce
overall utility.

SO, TO THE
READER: IF YOU
ARE REGISTERED TO
VOTE IN A SWING
STATE, YOU HAVE A
CONSTITUTIONAL
DUTY TO VOTE
FOR JOE BIDEN.

That was avery long-winded way
of saying I favor higher taxes on the
wealthy and more economic redis-
tribution than we currently have in
the United States. Joe Biden’s pol-
icies have and would continue to
make the economy more egalitar-
ian. Donald Trump’s agenda would
lead to higher prices, higher interest
rates and higher debt.

Without getting into the weeds
of monetary and fiscal policy, suf-
fice it to say that while the labor
market remains hot and inflation
has come down part way, higher
rates are putting strain on the bank-
ing system, increasing mortgage
costs and making government bor-
rowing more expensive. These are
real, tricky problems, and Biden’s
plans aren’t perfect. But he has an
actual proposal to reduce the deficit
by $3 trillion over the next decade
— including $400 billion in 2025 —

which would ease price pressures
and give the Federal Reserve more
room to lower rates. That’s at least a
solid start.

Trump’s plan, on the other hand,
isto cut corporate taxes, blow up the
deficit, partially fill the hole by slap-
ping a 10% tariff on all imports and
force Jay Powell to raise rates. That’s
not going tolower the cost of living —
it’s going to make the problem worse.

There is more to life than dollars
and cents. Take bodily autonomy.
“Ididit, and I'm proud to have done
it)” is what Trump has said about
his role in overturning Roe v. Wade.
The official GOP platform calls for
a constitutional amendment ban-
ning abortion, and top Republicans
are calling for federal regulators to
pull the abortion pill from the mar-
ket. Joe Biden has promised to cod-
ify the Roe standard into federal law
if he’s re-elected with a House and
Senate majority.

That’s the mainstream liberal
case for Biden: if you think there
should be fewer restrictions on
abortions, more restrictions on guns
and higher taxes on the wealthy and
corporations, then you should vote
for him. But even if you lean right
on those issues, I think you should
still vote for Biden because Donald
Trump is not a normal Republican.
He attempted to overturn the results
of a free and fair election. That sort
of thing is deadly serious. Either
country comes before party, or we
have no country at all.

Read more at yaledailynews.com

MILAN SINGH is a sophomore
in Pierson College. His fortnightly col-
umn, “All politics is national” discusses
national politics: how it affects the read-
er’s life, and why they should care about
it. He can be reached at milan.singh@
yale.edu.
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“Paint my nails cherry red, match the roses that you lefl.”
MILEY CYRUS AMERICAN SINGER

No evidence to support plagiarism allegations agamst computer science course

PLAGIARISM FROM PAGE 1

course. The assignment contains
three parts, the first two of which
are distinct from any material in
the Stanford course. The third part,
which asks students to reimplement
a word2vec algorithm — a natural
language processing technique pub-
lished in 2013 that involves obtain-
ing vector representations of words
— is similar to the process required in
Stanford’s second assignment.

But Manning said heis “not fussed”
by any similarities in homework.

“There is some overlap in the
assignment, which may be what
they’re picking up on,” he wrote.
“Part 3 has people implementing
word2vec, which is what we have
students do in assignment 2” He
explained, however, that both courses
are asking students to reimplement
the same wordzvec algorithm from
2013, so neither was “original”

Cohan said that the implemen-
tation of wordzvec is a precursor
to understanding neural networks,
and is standard for instruction of
the subject.

The three suggested readings for
Cohan’s class are also listed in the
Stanford syllabus as suggested refer-
ence text. One of them, “Speech and
Language Processing,’ is co-written
by a Stanford professor. At least two
of the three readings are also sug-
gested in the syllabus for natural lan-
guage processing courses offered at
Princeton and Berkeley.

A separate post claimed that Yale’s
website for the course was a copy of
Stanford’s. Each website includes a
homepage and sections for the course
schedule and assignments. But both
the Princeton and Berkeley course
sites included a similar structure.

Another user claimed they
had written to their dean about
the matter and encouraged other

users to do so. Cohan said that the
News’s inquiry was the first he had
heard of the allegations, and that
he was “shocked and surprised”
when he heard of the Fizz posts.
Yilun Zhao GRD ’29, a teaching
assistant in Cohan’s course, said
that he could not identify any sig-
nificant content overlap between
Arman’s course and Stanford’s ver-
sion after two hours of review.
“While there are some shared top-
ics, such as discussions on neural
networks, I believe this overlap is to
be expected in NLP courses, which
often cover a core curriculum recog-
nized across the field;” Zhao said.
Zhao noted that if anything,
Cohan’s slides bear more resem-
blance to those of former Yale pro-
fessor Dragomir Radev, who taught
the course from 2017 to 2023. But,
he said that this “seems reason-
able,” as it is common for differ-
ent faculty members to use similar

course material when teaching the
same courses in different terms.

Kejian Shi GRD ’24, another
teaching assistant for the course,
said that Cohan and his teaching
assistants spent “days in preparing
their first homework assignment,”
and that the course was specifically
designed for Yale students. He also
noted that natural language pro-
cessing, like Physics or Biology,
has a common sequence of intro-
ductory topics that are likely to be
taught in any course.

Cohan also highlighted some key
differences between his course and
Stanford’s CS224N’s. His course
includes topicsin the field such asthe
impact of pretraining data, details of
evaluation, retrieval-based language
models, self-alignment and inter-
pretability, none of which are covered
in Stanford’s version.

His course also focuses on
prior methods of natural lan-

guage processing, such as Naive
Bayes classification methods,
whereas the Stanford course
only focuses on methods involv-
ing neural networks.

“Many courses in our curric-
ulum are standard, introduc-
tory offerings, widely available
throughout the university land-
scape,’ Jeffrey Brock, the Dean of
Yale’s School of Engineering and
Applied Science wrote. “Profes-
sor Cohan is a recognized world
expert in the area of Natural Lan-
guage Processing and I am confi-
dent that he has chosen carefully
the materials for this introductory
course, which sits squarely within
his field of research expertise.”

The Yale Department of Computer
Science was founded in1969.

Contact
BEN RAAB at
ben.raab@yale.edu .

Lamont kicks off state legislative session with State of the State

STATE OF STATE FROM PAGE 1

In the chamber, many legisla-
tors, predominantly women, were
wearing pink attire. Representa-
tive Mary Welander explained that
this choice of color palette was
a deliberate symbol of solidarity
with all of the women serving in
thelegislature.

“We have so many women who
have demonstrated such animmense
level of personal strength and resil-
ience over this last year, and we just
wanted to salute you by wearing that
color pink,” Welander said.

Lamont delivers State of the State
address

The first day of the legislative ses-
sion culminated in a joint session of
the Connecticut General Assembly,
where Gov. Ned Lamont delivered his
annual State of the State address.

Lamont began his speech by
reminding everyone about the
recent successes of the Assem-
bly. He proudly emphasized that
Connecticut is different from peer
statesin that the budget, passed last
year on a bipartisan basis, is leading
to a surplus for the state.

“People are noticing. Unlike our
neighboring states which are losing
population, Connecticut has gained
population over the last few years,”
Lamont said.

The governor went on to detail
the state’s appealing attributes,

from a business-friendly envi-
ronment to supportive condi-
tions for labor unions, that res-
idents have come to appreciate.

Lamont’s speech, however,
was interrupted by a group of
pro-Palestine protests. Around
the time when Lamont began
his speech, a group of protes-
tors gathered in the hall outside
of the House of Representatives
Chamber and could be heard
inside the chamber.

Then, a group of people sit-
ting in the gallery started chanting
“Ceasefire Now,” forcing Lamont
to stop his speech. The protestors
were quickly escorted from the
building by the Capitol police.

“On a personal note, I’ve been
to afew anti-war demonstrations
as well in my day and whatever
the justice of your cause I think
you do a disservice when you are
rude and disrespectful,” Lamont
said of the demonstration before
continuing his speech.

The first session of the Con-
necticut General Assembly was held
around the time when the Senate in
Washington, D.C. was voting on leg-
islation that would send $17.6 billion
in military aid to Israel.

Healthcare

Lamont referred to his plans to
cancel $650 million worth of med-
ical debt for an estimated 250,000
eligible Connecticut residents.

The governor also emphasized
that the budget provides the big-
gest commitment to child care
in “Connecticut history” — an
additional $90 million next year
alone, providing additional pay
for early childhood educators and
higher reimbursements for care
centers and family care homes.

Housing

According to Lamont, the bien-
nial budget doubles investment
in housing — workforce hous-
ing, affordable housing, support-
ive housing, elder housing and
downtown apartments. This is
supposed to allow people to move
to the state, where he said an esti-
mated 90,000 jobs are open.

Local governance

Governor Lamont addressed the
high costs associated with Connecti-
cut’s local governance structure,
which sprawls across 169 towns and
200 school districts.

Lamont made a proposal to
enhance the operational flexibil-
ity of Councils of Governments,
regional planning organizations
that serve as centers of regional
collaboration. This plan would
allow COGs to employ tax asses-
sors, building inspectors, purchas-
ing agents and IT specialists on an
as-needed contractual basis rather
than towns bearing the cost of full-
time salaries.

Climate change

The governor brought up the
impact of climate change across the
U.S., citing examples such as wild-
fires in Florida and extreme weather
conditions in Connecticut.

“The cost of dealing with cli-
mate change is expensive, the cost
of doing nothing is immeasurable,”
Lamont warned.

He highlighted that Connecti-
cut recently doubled down on
the percentage of energy that
is produced by wind, solar and
hydropower. Now, according to
the governor, he is working with
neighboring governors to develop
anew generation of clean energy
with an emphasis on affordabil -
ity, though he did not provide
further details.

Technology

Lamont praised advancements
in technology, highlighting the
collaboration between the Uni-
versity of Connecticut and Yale
on using a federal grant to cre-
ate quantum computing jobs.
He emphasized how quantum
technologies could enhance bio-
tech sector capabilities, enabling
more efficient, comprehensive
clinical trials.

“Now, we can accelerate the
growth in life sciences, start-
ing with funding for a world-
class biotech hub in New Haven,”
Lamont said.

Governor Ned Lamont discussed his budget proposals including for housing, education and making New Haven a biotech hub./ Olha Yarynich, Contributing Photographer

Lamont emphasized that quan-
tum technologies could enhance
biotech sector capabilities,
enabling more efficient, compre-
hensive clinical trials.

Education

Among other ideas, Lamont pro-
posed addressing teacher shortages
by expanding the state’s Ed Ris-
ing program, where high school-
age students help out in elementary
classrooms, and increasing grants
for state colleges and UConn.

Several proposals anticipated
for discussion in the General
Assembly were notably absent in
Lamont’s address, including a bill
to eliminate legacy admissions.

While the governor made
numerous proposals for his
spending package, the Con-
necticut House and Senate will
have 13 weeks to review the pro-
posals and make amendments to
the legislation.

“We are obviously going to be
very respectful of his proposals.
But they are proposals. We write
the law,” said Patricia Dillon, a
state representative from the 92nd
district, which encompasses part
of western New Haven.

The 2024 legislative session will
adjourn on May 8.

Contact
OLHA YARYNICH at
olha.yarynich@yale.edu .

PROTESTORS FROM PAGE 1

phone from the dais. “We con-
tinue doing our business, and
then I will be around at the end
of the meeting to talk with any-
body that would like to talk.
That’s it.” A cacophony of shouts
from protesters followed.

The result was a remarkable
scene of bedlam in City Hall, where
protesters enraged by the war in
Gaza overtook a legally mandated
update on local affairs — in the
most intense clash yet between
pro-Palestine activists and New
Haven officials who have not
embraced calls for a ceasefire.

Protesters assemble at City Hall

By 6:30 p.m., around 20 pro-
testers wearing shirts saying “Jews
Say Ceasefire Now” on the back
and “Not in Our Name” on the
front gathered at the entrance to
the Aldermanic Chambers, where
they sang slogans denouncing the
Israeli military campaign.

Another group of protest-
ers, wearing keffiyehs and holding
signs, convened at the entrance to
City Hall. The News identified some
in the crowd as members of the
Connecticut Democratic Socialists
of America, several of whom par-
ticipated in disrupting the Board of
Alders meeting in January.

Since Hamas killed 1,200 peo-
ple and took over 250 people as
hostages during a surprise attack
onIsrael on Oct. 7, Israel hasretal-
iated with a full military invasion
of Gaza, killing more than 27,000
people as of Feb. 1.

Pro-Palestine organizers
submitted a ceasefire resolu-
tion to the Board of Alders on
Nov. 28. The resolution calls
for an “immediate and perma-
nent ceasefire, the release of all
hostages including Palestinians
arbitrarily detained by Israel, the
unrestricted entry of humani-
tarian assistance into Gaza” and
other demands.

Pro-Palestine profests disrupt Mate of the City address

In the past two months, a loosely
defined coalition of pro-Palestine
activists from Yale and New Haven
organizations have worked to lobby
alders with phone calls, templated
emails and private meetings at City
Hall. Alders have refrained from tak-
ing public stances on the resolution,
deferring to Walker-Myers to set the
legislative process in motion.

At the speech, the Alder-
manic Chambers was unusually
full, with around 100 protesters
in the back. Walker-Myers had
to ask protesters to make room
for Elicker to enter. As the mayor
walked to the podium, protesters
sang chants like “Free Palestine”

and “Let Gaza live” until Walk-
er-Myers asked them to stop.

For the next 23 minutes, Elicker
talked about housing...

read more online:
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“Those who have forsaken their lumanity, they're trying to patch their life
with morality.”
SZA AMERICAN SINGER

Four key takeaways from Elicker's annual address

TAKEAWAYS FROM PAGE 1

ects like Elm City Communities
were listed, among others.

With 70 percent of New Haven
residents being renters, the
mayor emphasized not only the
need for more affordable and deep-
ly-affordable housing, but also
the need for more flexible housing
options and more market -rate hous-
ing to keep supply high and housing
costs down. Among these, Accessory
Dwelling Units, which allows home-
owners at select properties around
the city to add an additional residen-
tial unit to their property, including
alternative housing options such as
tiny homes.

He also mentioned the rise in
landlord and tenant issues in New
Haven, with three new legally recog-
nized tenants unions, and the city’s
commitment to bringing justice to
residents. Elicker commended the
Liveable Cities Initiative and the Fair
Rent Commission, whose housing
inspection cases have quadrupled in
recent years, for their work in pro-
tecting residents.

NHPS applauded for education
initiatives

Elicker applauded New Haven
Public Schools superintendent

Madeline Negron, who began
working for NHPS in July, for
“hitting the ground running” on
improving student attendance,
school culture and literacy levels.

He specifically stressed the
city’simproving chronic absentee-
ismlevels, which peaked at 60 per-
cent among NHPS students during
the pandemic. Chronic absentee-
ism — when a student misses 10
percent or more of school days —
is currently at 33 percent citywide,
the mayor noted.

“My cell phone voicemail box
is full and has run out of memory
several times from all the reminder
calls T and my fellow parents get
from Dr. Negrén, Danny Diaz and
New Haven Public Schools staff
to make sure my daughters are in
school,” Elicker quipped.

Elicker highlighted new career
exploration initiatives that NHPS
is undertaking with partners such
as Gateway Community College,
Southern Connecticut State Uni-
versity and other nonprofit and pri-
vate sector organizations. Although
several such initiatives involve Yale,
Elicker did not mention the Univer-
sity during his speech.

The mayor also shouted out
the schools’ new literacy curric-
ulum, which was implemented

this year, and the New Haven
Tutoring Initiative.

Reducing gun violence and
enhancing crisis response

After discussing education,
Elicker’s focus moved swiftly to
public safety.

With violent crime down 5.8 per-
cent sincelast year, Elicker attributed
improvements to new additions to
public safety infrastructure, violence
prevention programs and strategic
community policing approaches.

“QOur streets are not only safer,
but we're actually connecting
individuals who are at the greatest
risk of committing or being a vic-
tim of an act of gun violence with
the support they need to stay safe,
alive, out of jail and successfully
reintegrate into the community,”
Elicker said in his speech.

One of the initiatives Elicker
listed was P.R.E.S.S. — Program
for Reintegration, Engagement,
Safety, and Support — which aims
to provide supportive case man-
agement for individuals return-
ing from incarceration with a
current or prior conviction of a
firearm-related offense, as well as
for gang or group members who
are identified to be at higher risk
of involvement with firearms.

Elicker also mentioned Elm
City COMPASS, a collabora-
tive crisis-response team, which
has just celebrated its first anni-
versary. Elicker committed to
expanding and continuing the
development of both programs.

Sustainability takes a backseat as
Mayorrecovers frominterruption
As the mayor began to describe
the city’s growing commitment to
parks, green spaces and the climate,
he was interrupted by a protester
from the crowd that lined the cham-
ber. The protesters began to sing and
chant in support of the Gaza cease-
fire resolution proposed to the Board
of Alders. The interruption contin-
ued for 20 minutes, until New Haven
Police Chief Karl Jacobson threat-
ened to clear out “anyone who is
interrupting city business”

When the Mayor continued
his speech, he jumped to his
conclusion, skipping over a pre-
pared section describing ongo-
ing sustainability initiatives.

Inthe section, which is included
in the copy of the mayor’s com-
ments provided at the meeting,
Elicker highlights the city’s Long
Wharf Responsible Growth Plan,
an initiative with nearly $200 mil-
lion in funding to begin construc-

Amid a chaotic Board of Alders meeting, Elicker highlighted housing and growth as key priorities in his annual State of the City address./ Nydia del Carmen, YTV Editor

tion on the 18-acre Long Wharf
Park and Waterfront.

“A decade from now, in 2034,
the Long Wharf and Gateway
districts will in many ways be
unrecognizable from what it looks
like today,” Elicker wrote.

The mayor also promised to
develop an Urban Forest Man-
agement Plan, double the amount
of trees planted in the next five
years and “accelerate” the city’s
transition to electric vehicles and
solar power sources.

After a 20-minute interruption
by protesters, Elicker concluded
that the state of the city is “strong”

Ward 27 Alder Richard Furlow
told the News that he found Elick-
er’s speech to be “well-phrased”

“In these meetings, the business
of our city takes precedence for us
and our residents,” Furlow said.

Other attendees echoed Fur-
low’s statement, disappointed
that the protest overshadowed
Elicker’s address.

City Hall is located at 165
Church St.

Contact
MIA CORTES CASTRO at
mia.cortescastro@yale.edu and
contact ARIELA LOPEZ at
ariela.lopez@yale.edu .

Boss-landlord attempts to eviet migrant workers, court blocks

EVICTION FROM PAGE 1

MDF and Mark DeFrancesco’s
attorney did not respond to mul-
tiple requests to comment.

In September, Becerra said he
fell head-first from a second-floor
window while working; MDF again
allegedly ignored his injury and told
him to return to work.

At the trial, Becerra claimed that
MDF did not provide safety equip-
ment, such as helmets, gloves or
cable, to its workers, according to the
New Haven Independent.

The documents introduced
by Becerra’s attorney claim that
on Sep. 206, Becerra, “unable to
manage the pain,” was admit-
ted to Yale New Haven Hospital
and diagnosed with a lower spine
and hip injury. The next day, MDF
allegedly told Becerra they would
fire him and send him back to
Guatemala if he did not return to
work. When he did not return to
work, Becerra was fired.

On Sep. 30, Lisa Holling-
sworth, DeFrancesco’s sister and
a principle of MDF, texted Bec-
erra telling him DeFrancesco had
bought plane tickets for him back
to Guatemala the following day.

“Great news. Mark approved to
pay for your flight,” the text read,
instructing Becerra to “pack and
have your things ready,” according
tothe court decision. The next day,
Hollingsworth texted Becerra the

flight confirmation code. Becerra
did not board the flight.

Becerra alleges that in Octo-
ber, MDF changed the lock code to
the Peck Street residence. Unable
to access the house, Becerra and
Arafia slept outside for two days
before contacting New Haven
Police, who ordered MDF to allow
Becerra and Arafia back into the
house. During the trial, DeFran-
cesco claimed that the lockout
was purely accidental, according
to the New Haven Independent.

Becerra filed a report of injury
with the Connecticut Workers’
Compensation Commission on Oct.
23; his workers’ compensation case
is still pending. Around this time,
Becerra was hospitalized for over a
week for work-related injuries.

On Nov. 6, MDF served Bec-
erra and Arafa an eviction notice,
ordering the men to leave 200
Peck St. within the week. In late
November, DeFrancesco and his
attorney Joshua Brown filed an
eviction complaint against Bec-
erra and Arafia in court, officially
beginning the legal dispute that
culminated in Monday’s decision.

Housing court denies evic-
tion, for now

The eviction dispute was heard
first on Jan. 11 and again on Jan. 16.
DeFrancesco claimed that both ten-
ants were bound by weekly, oral lease
agreements.

On Monday, Judge Walter Spader
issued a decision siding with Becerra
and Arafia, ruling that MDF had not
proved the existence and terms of a
week-to-week oral lease.

However, the decision noted
that Becerra and Arafia have not
paid DeFrancesco for the contin-
ued residence in the house, leav-
ing open the opportunity for MDF
tofile another eviction claim under
“right or privilege terminated”

A footnote in the decision stated
that there was nothing to sug-
gest that MDF’s eviction case was
retaliation against Becerra’s work-
ers’ compensation claim — a major
part of Becerra’s defense.

“Did this decision inch us
toward justice? I would say yes,”
said Ford, Becerra’s attorney at
New Haven Legal Assistance Asso-
ciation. “Did it do enough? No. But
it did provide us with more time
and opportunity to seek justice.”

Becerra’s case example of lim-
ited migrant protections
According to Glenn Formica,
the attorney representing Bec-
erra in his workers’ compensa-
tion case, workers’ compensation
can be one of the most expensive
components of a construction
job, and construction companies
often use undocumented migrant
workers to skirt those costs. For-
mica said he has encountered
many undocumented workers

who fear deportation if they file
a workers’ compensation com-
plaint against their employer.

While Becerra came to New
Haven on an H-2B visa, Formica
estimated that around two-thirds
of the workers he represents are
undocumented. Becerra stands
out from other cases of migrant
workers injured on the job because
he has gone public with his case
and is pursuing legal compensa-
tion, Formica said.

Professor Sheila Hayre, who
teaches immigration law and serves
as the faculty advisor for the Human
Trafficking Prevention Project at
Quinnipiac University School of Law,
said that the protections for undoc-
umented workers compared to those
with temporary working status are
like “night and day”

However, she emphasized that
workers with legal working per-
mission still face hurdles inreport -
ing workplace injuries, and often-
times, return back to their own
countries to receive care before
receiving compensation.

“You can imagine yourself [suf-
fering a workplace injury on a tem-
porary working visa], and just feel-
ing like Ijust want to gohome,’ Hayre
said. “Situations like that, where you
feel like the employer has provided
housing and ajob and everything else,
thelogistics of ‘how do I even survive
while I'm fighting this case?’ I think it
isareally hugeissue”

Hayre noted that difficulty in
switching employers, who spon-
sor the visa, can prevent migrant
workers from leaving exploitative
or problematic employers. She also
said that employers can “black-
list” workers from future work visas
in the U.S., enabling employers to
hang this potential ban over work-
ers’ heads. As aresult, many workers
“put up” with unfair working condi-
tions because they feel like they lack
other options, according to Hayre.

A lack of awareness among
migrant workers of their labor rights
additionally reduces reporting and
obscures the extent of migrants
working in unsafe conditions on a
national scale, according to Hayre.

“What I'm proud of Edgar
about as a client, is that he’s
standing up and saying, ‘hey, I'm
every bit as human as the next
guy. I’'m injured, and I'm taking
advantage of it,” Formica said. “I
think in a general sense, Edgar is
just trying to stand up and assert
his own humanity. By example,
he’s trying to assert the humanity
of all foreign workers.”

Becerra’s workers compensa-
tion case hearing is scheduled
for next Thursday, Feb. 15.

Contact
MAGGIE GRETHER at
maggie.grether@yale.edu,
contact LAURA OSPINA at
laura.ospina@yale .
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“Do you see us getting scraped up off the pavement?”
BOYGENIUS, SUPERGROUP

BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ
STAFF REPORTER

Woodbridge Hall will remain
vacant for the foreseeable future,
according to University adminis-
trators who cited internal acces-
sibility issues for the building’s
continued disuse.

The three-story building was
constructed for Yale’s bicenten-
nial celebration in 1901 and was
intended to house the University’s
administration — most recently,
the Offices of the President and
of the Secretary and Vice Pres-
ident for University Life. It also
served as the meeting space for
the Yale Corporation, the Univer-
sity’s 16-member board of trust-
ees, which convenes on campus
at least five times a year. In August
2018, however — just before
major construction began on the
Schwarzman Center, directly adja-
cent to Woodbridge Hall — admin-
istrative offices moved to the first
floor of Sheffield-Sterling-Strath-
cona Hall, or SSS.

“I'm going to leave it to the next
president to decide if they want
to move the Office back to Wood-
bridge,” University President Peter
Salovey told the News. “Wood-
bridge Hall is a beautiful, historic
building, but Woodbridge has a big
challenge and that challenge is it’s
not an accessible building”

Senior Vice President for Oper-
ations Jack Callahan '80 told the
News that the 2018 relocation
was necessitated by the construc-
tion of a dining and entertainment
space beneath Schwarzman Cen-
ter, known as The Underground.

Construction for this space
was “disruptive,” Callahan said,
because it necessitated the dis-

Woodbridge Hall: the President’s office?

assembly of Beinecke Plaza. He
added that the move to SSS was a
“pragmatic choice” for the relo-
cation of Yale’s administration
because it remained close to the
center of campus and required
little renovation.

“Tt was necessary to move all of
the occupants of Woodbridge Hall
somewhere else,” Callahan said.
“It took us a while to land on what
was the right place, but we liked
SSS because it was still pretty cen-
trally located on campus and didn’t
require that much renovation.”

Callahan further added that
Woodbridge’s design is not “the
most efficient,” citing the need to
fit an elevator in such a “confined
space” and the inability of hosting
modern-day meetings that might
necessitate digital presentations
in the second-floor room where
Yale’s trustees formerly met. He
also said that the working space
in the basement was apt to get
crammed and that “accessibility”
across Woodbridge’s three floors
was a concern for continued use of
the building.

According to Salovey, Wood-
bridge Hall has three major issues,
namely that it remains internally
inaccessible, has poor ventilation
and has an inefficient layout to
adequately incorporate staff who
support both the University Pres-
ident and Secretary.

“We’ve looked at various
plans for elevators, and it’s turn-
ing out to be quite expensive,’
Salovey told the News in Octo-
ber. “If the President is going
to move back into Woodbridge,
[the] building has to be accessi-
ble and right now it’s not ... we
haven’t found the right elevator
solution just yet.”

During the construction at
Schwarzman, a wheelchair ramp
was built at the entrance to
Woodbridge Hall.

According to Salovey, though,
otherissues remain for the building.

“While a wheelchair ramp has
been constructed outside the
building, once you’re in, if your
meeting was on the second floor,
you can’t get up there, and it’s a
pretty long climb up a big flight
of stairs, kind of a double flight of
stairs,” Salovey said.

Prior to this move, the Univer-
sity President had never resided
outside of the building for longer
than a year since its construction.

In 2004, former University
President Richard Levin made the
move to Betts House — a Yale-
owned mansion at the top of Sci-
ence Hill — for under a year due
to renovations on Woodbridge
Hall. Levin wrote to the News that
his administration moved back to
Beinecke Plaza once renovations
were completed, but that he main-
tained his space in Betts House.

“I kept an office in Betts House
as a getaway, when I needed quiet
work time,” Levin wrote. “But all
my meetings and appointments
were at Woodbridge Hall”

Both Salovey and Callahan
noted the historical significance
of Woodbridge Hall, where Yale’s
administration has resided for
much of the 20th and early 21st
century. Before 1901, the Office of
the President was located in the
Treasury Building, demolished
the same year Woodbridge Hall
was erected.

However, it remains unclear
whether Woodbridge Hall will ever
again house the University’s top
administrators. Callahan suspects

ELLIE PARK / PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

The Offices of the President have been situated on the first floor of Sheffield-Ster-
ling-Strathcona Hall since construction at the Schwarzman Center prompted relocation.

that, in the short-term, Wood-
bridge Hall will be used as “swing
space” to again house the Presi-
dent’s Office when necessary ren-
ovations are made to SSS.

Callahan added that it is pos-
sible that the space Salovey cur-
rently occupies will be turned into
classroom space as part of the Uni-
versity’s plan to renovate lower
Hillhouse Avenue, but that the
next president will have a hand in
what ultimately pans out in the
long term.

Obviously, we don’t like to have
beautiful spaces, even if they’re in
need of some renovation, lay fallow
for very long,” Salovey said. “With
the completion of [Schwarzman],
wenow are free touse it, we just have
to make it usable and renovate it for
whatever the future purpose of it is”

Woodbridge Hall is located at 1
Prospect St., in a corner overlook-
ing Beinecke Plaza.

Contact BENJAMIN HERNANDEZ
at benjamin.hernandez@yale.edu .

Local leaders react to governor’s proposal set to cut K-12
education funds for more early childhood care funding

BY ZACHARY SURI
STAFF REPORTER

A new legislative session began
on Wednesday in Hartford with
the state in a historically strong
financial position after five straight
years of budget surplus. But ten-
sions are high in the Capitol after
Gov. Ned Lamont proposed cuts to
K-12 education funding to support
early childhood care last week.

The Connecticut General
Assembly passed a biennial budget
last session to be adjusted this ses-
sion for fiscal year 2025, a budget
which included over $150 million in
additional funds for education this
coming year. Lamont, however,
is determined to stay within the
bounds of the state’s spending cap,
passed in 1991 and accompanying
the introduction of the state’s first
income tax. He has proposed cut-
ting education funds allocated last
session for education to afford new
investments in early childhood
care. Local and state officials have
expressed outrage at the proposal.

The budget lawmakers passed
last session allocated $150 mil-
lion in additional funding to public
education statewide for the com-
ing fiscal year — including $52 mil-
lion to magnet and charter pro-
grams — and $50 million to early
childhood care. The governor’s
proposed changes would use some
of the $52 million allocated to mag-
net and charter programs to help
fund a supplementary $40 million
for childcare.

Rep. Jeff Currey, co-chair of the
Education Committee, voiced his
frustration with the governor’s
approach in an interview with the
CT Mirror soon after the Governor
announced the proposal.

“Unfortunately, the governor
has not kept his word,” Currey told
the Mirror. “The only thing you
bring with you into the legislature
is your word”

Connecticut is facing a crisis of
declining educational outcomes,
bothinterms of statewide graduation
rates and core subject performance
metrics. According to a new report
from the Dalio Foundation, 119,000
youths in Connecticut, or 19 per-
cent of those 14 to 26 years old, qual-
ify as “disconnected youth;” which
includes those lacking educational
opportunities and employment.

New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker
joined the chorus of politicians and

advocates sharing concerns with
Lamont’s proposal.

“Early childhood education is
hugely important, and absolutely
should get more funding, but not
by robbing Peter to pay Paul,”
Elicker said.

New labor contracts have
included pay raises, a develop-
ment Elicker welcomes, but New
Haven Public Schools must now
face increased staffing costs and
tighter budgets, all at a time when
pandemic-era grant funding is
drying up. Elicker said that he
worries about the impact of the
Governor’s proposal on schools in
need of state funds.

“At a time when we need more
educational funding across the
system, it’s not time to be cutting
those funds,’ Elicker told the News.

Leslie Batteau, president of the
New Haven Federation of Teach-
ers, also criticized Lamont’s pro-
posal, emphasizing the need for
increased K-12 education fund-
ing in New Haven and statewide.
Batteau insisted that funds allo-
cated last session to support public
schools must be protected, if not
expanded, this session.

“Qur teachers need more sup-
port for classrooms and school
projects and supplies to ensure that
they can bring to life hands-on,
meaningful experiences for our
students,’ Batteau said.

Hyclis Williams, president of
AFSCME Local 3429 — which rep-
resents over 400 paraprofessional
educators in New Haven schools
— also told the News that she is
opposed to the governor’s approach.

Williams wrote in an email to
the News that she would like to
see increased state funding for
childcare, but not at the cost of
much needed funding for Con-
necticut public schools. Instead,
Williams advocated for raising
taxes on wealthy Connecticut
residents to pay for investments
in education.

“Tt’s more than possible for us to
support our workforce and provide
our students with appropriate care
and a proper education without
creating an either-or approach,”
Williams wrote.

In his State of the State Address
Tuesday afternoon, Lamont
touted “our state’s largest ever
commitment to childcare, K-12
education, our universities, work-
force training and not-for-prof-
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Lamont has proposed shifting money for magnet and charter programs from last session’s budget to go to early childcare programs.

its” in the biennial budget along
with its increased funding for the
state’s Education Cost Sharing
program — the central state fund-
ing source for Connecticut pub-
lic schools. In addition, Lamont
noted $400 million in federal pan-
demic relief funds made available
for Connecticut schools.

Nevertheless, Joe DeLong,
executive director and CEO of
the Connecticut Conference of
Municipalities, said that he is con-
cerned about the proposed cuts in
the context of significant state-
wide declines in educational out -
comes. He warned that poor per-
formance in educational metrics
has a concrete impact on property
values and even the state’s overall
“economic viability”

“Now'’s not the time to be cut-
ting investments to education,”
DeLong said.

Unlike many states, Connecticut
schools are funded at a hyperlo-
cal level, mostly through property
taxes. According to DeLong, this
exacerbates educational inequity,
especially in cities like New Haven
with large tax exempt landholders
like Yale. In the midst of a cost of
living crisis, however, municipal
property taxes already represent a
substantial burden on Connecticut
residents, who pay the third high-
est property taxes in the nation.

DeLong said that he is con-
cerned that Lamont’s failure to
adhere to promises made during
budget negotiations last session
could hinder effective policy mak-
ing and bipartisanship in Hart-
ford. Lamont’s proposal, DeLong
said he believes, is the result of
“self-imposed constraints” which
artificially limit the state’s ability
to invest in public education and
early childhood care.

DeLong said that he remains
confident that the governor and
General Assembly can come to a
consensus which will provide the
necessary funding for both ser-
vices, but DeLong is adamant that
the state’s spending cap should not
unduly limit education funding
this session.

“The spending cap was never
designed to keep us from investing
in our kids,” he told the News.

In a conversation with the CT
Mirror, Lamont’s chief budget
official, Jeffrey Beckham, indi-
cated that funds would mostly be
diverted from the $52 million dol-
lars allocated for magnet and char-
ter schools statewide for the next
fiscal year.

While her union opposes
increased funding for charter
schools, Batteau said that she wor-
ries about the impact of funding
cuts on teachers and students in

the several magnet schools over-
seen by the New Haven Board of
Education, whose teachers she
represents. In particular, Batteau
said she believes cuts to magnet
programs could have an impact on
attendance, a chief concern for the
State Department of Education.

Batteau added that she would
like to see increased funding for
both K-12 and early childhood
education, but that she resents
Lamont’s attempt “to pit these
two interests” against each other
in the interests of “human-cre-
ated fiscal guardrails,” a tactic
she called “really problematic.”
She said that she would like to
see Lamont support an increase
in taxes on the wealthy to sup-
port both public schools and early
childhood care.

Despite Lamont’s proposal, Bat -
teau said she thinks that the Gen-
eral Assembly will increase support
for teachers and students state-
wide in the 2024 session.

“We really want to look bigger
than what we did last year, and cer-
tainly we can accept nothing less
than what was approved last year,’
Blatteau said.

The General Assembly will
adjourn on May 8.

Contact ZACHARY SURI at
zachary.suri@yale.edu .
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“Mapbe pou're worth it all to me, baby, Maybe, maybe, just maybe.”
COCO JONES “ICU”

Lenox Street Tenants Union demands landlord enter negotiations

BY NATASHA KHAZZAM AND
MAGGIE GRETHER
STAFF REPORTERS

New Haven’s newest tenant
union gathered outside Ocean
Management’s Whitney Ave-
nue office Tuesday afternoon,
demanding that the mega-land-
lord engage in collective bargain-
ing negotiations over living con-
ditions and union protections.

Residents of the Lenox Street
Tenant Union, leaders of the
Connecticut Tenants Union and
Mayor Justin Elicker spoke about
the importance of tenants unions
in checking landlord power. Orga-
nizers then stuck a printed peti-
tion to Ocean’s window after bor-
rowing tape from the thrift shop
next door, Witch Bitch Thrift.

“We want Ocean Management
to be able to sit down with us and
have areal conversation so that we
can have real things happen,’ said
Alisha Moore, an organizer of the
newly formed union.

The Lenox Street Tenants
Union, the city’s fourth tenants
union, formed in November at
195 and 199 Lenox St. in the Fair
Haven Heights neighborhood.
Residents organized after discov-
ering that Ocean Management
was looking to sell the two prop-
erties and that the majority of res-
idents were on month-to-month
leases. Fearing eviction or signif-
icant rent increases if the build-
ing changed ownership, residents
from all 11 units voted to unionize.

The petition alleged that Ocean
has not addressed mold and water
damage, failed to perform regular
maintenance and did not regularly
collect garbage.

Hannah Srajer GRD ’25, pres-
ident of the CT Tenants Union,
said that Lenox Street Tenants
Union members had spent hun-
dreds of dollars of their own
money on maintenance after
Ocean failed to respond to mul-
tiple calls and emails. Srajer said
that one union member had been

injured after a porch collapsed
beneath her.

“Do we need members of our
community to break their bones and
pay for lawyers for the landlords of
the city of New Haven to follow our
housing laws?” Srajer said.

Last September, the Blake
Street Tenants Union — the city’s
first tenants union — made history
as the first tenants union in Con-
necticut to enter collective bar-
gaining negotiations with their
landlord, Ocean Management.

Srajer expressed a desire to

engage in similar negotiations
between Ocean and the union at
Lenox Street. She explained that
future negotiations with Ocean
will ultimately look to secure
leases that provide tenants with
safe conditions, stable rent,

lease with terms and conditions
that they negotiate based on what
they know they need and deserve”

Union leaders demanded that
Ocean respond to the petition
within one week, asking for a
reply before Tuesday, Feb. 13. Sra-

NATASHA KHAZZAM/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Union members and activists gathered outside the office of Ocean Management with a petition alleging landlord neglect.

improved communication with
Ocean and protection from retali-
ation against union members.
“The families at the Lenox
Street Tenants Union don’t just
deserve an actual lease — which
many of them don’t have,” Srajer
said. “They deserve a multi-year

jer noted that establishing this
deadline will help keep Ocean
accountable and establish a time-
line for negotiations to begin. She
also noted that if Ocean does not
respond to the petition, represen-
tatives of the union will continue
to push for negotiations.

New Haven Mayor Justin
Elicker shared that he “stand[s] in
solidarity” with Lenox Street Ten-
ants Union, noting the influence
of 2022 legislation that enabled
the formation of tenants unions in
the city.

“Ocean Management is not
keeping these properties at a level
that is healthy and safe and humane
for the tenants, and whether it’s
flooding or mold, rodents or just
general maintenance,” Elicker said.
“The expectation and the require-
ment of landlords is to keep their
properties at that level so that ten-
ants have a good place to live”

Elicker also noted that the Live-
able City Initiative, a govern-
ment agency that enforces hous-
ing codes across the city, currently
has two open cases at the 195 and
199 Lenox St. properties.

Other tenants affiliated with
the union also spoke about their
past experiences with Ocean
Management.

Ocean Management did not
respond to arequest for comment.

Cruz Vasquez said that in her
four years living at the Lenox
Street property, Ocean Manage-
ment never removed snow from
the ground or salted the road
outside her home, which made
for “very dangerous winters.”
According to Vazquez, Ocean’s
responses to tenant inquiries have
either been ignored or delayed.

Another tenant, Claudia Figue-
ira, said that rainfall often floods
her first-floor apartment, and
that Ocean has failed to answer
her maintenance requests.

“That’s why we’re asking that
someone from management is there
to pick up the phone when we call,”
Vasquez said in Spanish.

All four of New Haven’s ten-
ants unions formed at Ocean-
owned properties.

Contact NATASHA KHAZZAM

at natasha.khazzam@yale.edu and

MAGGIE GRETHER at maggie.
grether@yale.edu.

Law School elinie sues Department of Veteran
Affairs over gender-atfirming surgery policy

BY ADAM WALKER
STAFF REPORTER

Yale Law School’s Veterans
Legal Services clinic filed a federal
lawsuit on behalf of the Trans-
gender American Veterans Asso-
ciation, or TAVA, against the U.S.
Department of Veteran Affairs, or
VA, on Jan. 25 over the VA’s policy
on gender-affirming surgery.

In 2016, TAVA submitted a
rulemaking petition urging the VA
to include gender-affirming sur-
gery in its medical coverage. In
2021, Secretary of Veteran Affairs
Denis McDonough announced the
rule would change to include gen-
der-affirming surgery. But the
VA never formally responded to
TAVA’s petition. The lawsuit seeks
to order the VA to respond to the
2016 rulemaking petition, alleging
that the delay violates the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act, a law that
mandates agencies to make deci-
sions on presented matters within
areasonable timeframe.

The Jerome N. Legal Services
Organization, a program at the Law
School that offers legal representa-
tion to those unable to afford private
attorneys and also houses the Vet-
erans Legal Services, or VLS, clinic,
is representing the petitioners in
this case.

“The VA hasbeen in public to the
media in press conferences, repeat -
edly saying, we recognize that gen-
der confirmation surgery is lifesav-
ing and necessary medical care, we
plan to provide it, but they have not
formally committed to do so and
they have not formally responded to
the petition,” Sonora Taffa LAW '24,
a VLS clinic member involved in
the case, told the News. “We don’t
know why they’re delaying so much
... but we do know that they have a
legal obligation to respond one way
or the other”

Taffa told the News that the main
point of the lawsuit is to ensure
accountability from the VA and the
government. Though the lawsuit
focuses on hearing a response from
TAVA, Taffa said the VLS hopes the
response is positive.

Taffa also highlighted the two
members of TAVA who submit-

ted declarations in the petition for
writ of mandamus, which is a court
order instructing a government
official to either perform or refrain
from a specific action. She noted
that their testimonies in the lawsuit
were “really powerful”

“Everyday that the VA delays
its response, transgender veter-
ans are just left in the dark, and
they’re left in limbo,” Taffa told
the News. “They’re starting to feel
hopeless, understandably”

In an email to the News, Jack Bais-
ley LAW ’25, who is also a mem-
ber of the VLS clinic, wrote that it
is the VA’s job to protect transgen-
der veterans. Baisley said that the
VA's silence on the matter “ignore[s]
the cries of the transgender veterans
they seek to serve”

When reached by the News, Gary
Kunich, a public affairs special-
ist for the VA, declined to comment
on the lawsuit as he said that the VA
“doesn’t comment on potential and
pending litigation?”

In a June 2021 speech, Secre-
tary McDonough said that the
department was taking “the first
necessary steps” to expand the
VA’s care to include gender-con-
firmation surgery.

“There are several steps to take,
which will take time,” McDonough
said in his 2021 speech. “But we
are moving ahead, methodically,
because we want this important
change in policy to be implemented
in a manner that has been thor-
oughly considered to ensure that
the services made available to veter-
ans meet VA’s rigorous standards for
quality health care”

Taffa said that despite promises
made by McDonough promising to
provide these surgeries, the lack of
a response to TAVA’s petition has
left many veterans unable to access
the surgery.

Alex Johnson LAW 24, who is
involved in the VLS clinic on this
case, spoke with the News about
the importance of bringing this
case forward for all members of the
veteran community.

“If you’re in the veteran com-
munity that should be concerning,
because you should be able to rely
on Secretary McDonough because,

TIM TAI/SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHER

Yale Law School's Veterans Legal Services filed suit after a petition to include gender-affirming surgery in its medical coverage.

you know, you’re supposed to be
able to rely on the VA,” Johnson
said. “That’s the whole point of the
VA is that they’re supposed to take
care of you when you return from
your service.”

Johnson also highlighted the
importance of the lawsuit for the
transgender veteran community
specifically. She noted that gen-
der confirmation surgery can often
be lifesaving care for these veterans
and that denying transgender vet-
erans access to gender confirmation
surgery can pose a significant risk to
their mental health.

Johnson emphasized that veter-
ans and transgender individuals
are at a uniquely high risk of sui-
cidal ideation and self-harm, and

that the intersection of these iden-
tities further raises the danger of
such mental health struggles.

“Without access to this care, you
are essentially consigning these
veterans to you know, a higher risk
of suicide and potentially death,”
Johnson told the News.

Johnson also mentioned the
financial burden such surgery can
cause for veterans. Johnson noted
that the VA provides full financial
coverage for the procedures they
cover. But, she said, if a veteran
seeks gender confirmation sur-
gery through a private doctor or an
insurance plan, the insurance com-
pany may or may not cover it, ulti-
mately leaving the financial burden
on the patient.

She noted that even transgender
veterans with private insurance
may encounter prohibitive copays
or limited coverage, especially if
they reside in states where leg-
islative restrictions limit access
to gender-affirming care. Such
issues can make the VA their sole
option for essential procedures.

“You’re basically just cutting
off opportunities for transgender
veterans to receive essential care
at all ends, which is just abso-
lutely devastating,” said Johnson.

Yale Law School is located at 127
Wall St.

Contact ADAM
WALKER
at adam.walker@yale.edu .




PAGE 8

YALE DAILY NEWS - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024 - yaledailynews.com

SCITECH

“Those who have forsaken their humanity, they're trying to patch
their life with morality.”

SZAAND PHOEBE BRIDGERS AMERICAN SINGER-SONGWRITERS

Yol scientists uncover link between impaired

BY JOHNNY YUE
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

A Yale-led study, published
in late December, found a strong
association between poor sleep
habits and worse brain health in
middle-aged adults.

Led by Santiago Clocchiatii-Tu-
0zz0, a postdoctoral researcher in
the Department of Neurology at the
School of Medicine, the research-
ers gathered self-reported sleep
data from the past nine years and
neuroimaging scans from almost
40,000 middle-aged adults. Defin-
ing suboptimal sleep durations as
less than seven hours and more than
nine hours per night, the research-
ers found a link between those with
poor sleep durations and neuroim-
aging profiles often associated with
worsened brain health that precedes
issues such as strokes and dementia.

“We found a significant cor-
relation between suboptimal
sleep durations and poor brain
health, even after accounting for
variables such as nicotine and
diabetes,” Clocchiatii-Tuozzo
told the News.

The researchers analyzed the
presence and volume of white mat-
ter hyperintensities — subcorti-
cal brain lesions that often reveal
themselves on MRI scans and are
strong indicators of brain aging
and reduced blood flow. They also
found the average of 48 white mat-
ter tracts to create a fractional
anisotropy, a statistic that indicates
the brain’s overall connectivity and
white matter integrity.

“We focused our attention
on these neuroimaging metrics
[because they] are known to pre-
cede stroke and dementia,” Cloc-
chiatii-Tuozzo said.

According to Clocchiatii-Tu-
0zzo, middle age is a crucial time to
improve sleep duration.

He likened sleep to cardiovas-
cular health in how it can affect
one’s health in a slow-onset man-
ner. For him, poor cardiovascular
health during one’s middle ages
can slowly impact different parts
of their physiology.

“Likewise, suboptimal sleep
during the middle ages of life could
potentially affect some aspects of
our physiology that lead to poor
health outcomes later in life,”
Clocchiatii-Tuozzo said.

Christine Won, the medical
director of the Yale Center of Sleep
Medicine, specializes in disordered
breathing and sleep impairments
in women. In an interview with
the News, Won noted that sleep
disorders, especially sleep apnea,
become more common for women
as they age because “there are so
many hormonal changes that occur
throughout a woman’s life span.”

More broadly, Won said that the
study highlights the importance
of sufficient sleep to increase
healthy longevity.

“Ithink alot of times people want
to give up sleep for work, school, and
social commitments, for example,”
Won said. “This study emphasizes
that we have to prioritize sleep. It’s
just asimportant as a proper diet and
exercise for longevity health?”

deep and indications of poor brain health

LAURIE WANG

The research team found that poor sleep shows strong correlations with common markers of stroke and dementia.

Andrey Zinchuk, a physician spe-
cializing in sleep medicine and crit-
ical care medicine, pointed to how
other chronic health conditions can
impact the quality of sleep and how
sleep can shape the effect of these
diseases. He emphasized that dis-
turbed sleep and sleep apnea are
associated with risks of future stroke,
heart failure, and cognitive decline.

Zinchuk said that local and state-
level policy changes could help peo-
ple get more sleep.

“We need to devote more atten-
tion to modifiable factors that affect
sleep, and work that into primary
care clinics and the way we write
laws and run our workplaces,” Zin-
chuk said. “For example, laws that
address early start times in high

school can be effective methods for
young adolescents to obtain enough
sleep each night.”

According to the CDC, 34.6
percent of adults in Connecticut
reported shorter sleep durations
in 2020.

Contact JOHNNY YUE at
johnny.yue@yale.edu .

Why state healtheare saw record levels

BY ERIN HU
STAFFREPORTER

Record numbers of Connecticut
residents are seeking health insur-
ance for 2024 through the state’s
health insurance marketplace.

During this year’s Open Enroll-
ment period, which began on Nov.
1,2023 and ended on Jan. 15, 2024,
the number of people who enrolled
in qualified health plans through
Access Health CT, the state’s offi-
cial healthcare exchange, increased
by nearly 20 percent to 129,000,
according to Acess Health CT. It’s
the highest level of enrollment
since the state marketplace opened
in2013.

Among the new enrollees are
over 27,000 residents enrolled
through the Covered CT program,
which provides no-cost coverage to
eligible Connecticut residents since
the state pays consumer premiums
and other costs, according to anews
release from Access Health CT.
Compared to the prior enrollment
period, with a little over 15,400
Covered CT beneficiaries, the new
enrollment numbers represent over
a 75 percent increase.

Over 14,000 are also enrolled
in dental coverage through Access
Health CT.

Several state officials told the
News that the marketplace has
become more popular due to Med-
icaid unwinding, a process in
which continuous eligibility pro-
visions in the state’s Medicaid pro-
gram, previously expanded during
the pandemic by federal provi-
sions, are set to expire.

“During the public health emer-
gency, there was the continuous
coverage provision, meaning any-
body who became eligible for Med-
icaid maintained their coverage,
even if they no longer qualified,”
Caroline Ruwet, director of mar-
keting for Access Health CT, told
the News.

Creating Access Health CT

The passage of the Affordable
Care Act spurred the creation of
healthcare marketplaces — or
exchanges — of federally-approved
health insurance plans that insur-
ance companies are incentivized
to offer. In response, Connecti-
cut created Access Health CT a few
years later, offering people access
to a variety of subsidized health
insurance plans.

The legislation also required
insurance companies to adopt
an “open enrollment” period
during which people can apply
for different health insurance
plans on the exchanges. Access
Health CT, Connecticut’s ver-
sion of the ACA exchange,
directly compares health insur-
ance plans for eligible Con-

necticut residents. The platform
also helps qualified residents to
apply for HUSKY, Connecticut’s
Medicaid program.

“['The marketplace] allows folks
who don’t qualify for Medicaid but
are still in need of reduced cost
health care to get a plan on Access
Health,” said Connecticut State
Rep. Jillian Gilchrest.

According to Howard For-
man, professor of economics and
public health, marketplaces like
Access Health CT play a key role
in the American health insurance
landscape. The marketplaces
provide a bridge for individuals
who do not have employer-spon-
sored health insurance or cannot
afford health insurance but still
don’t meet the eligibility require-
ments for Medicaid.

Ruwet said the Access Health
CT application requires individ-
uals to indicate their income, the
number of people in their home
and their address to confirm they
are a Connecticut state resident.

Based on the application, the
system then offers subsidies to
people depending on their need.
If applicants are in greater need,
the Connecticut state govern-
ment will offer more finan-
cial assistance, including via the
Covered CT program.

The government subsidizes
health insurance plans depend-
ing on how far above the poverty
line the household is. The mar-
ketplace provides a sliding scale
subsidy from 125 percent of the
federal poverty level up to 400
percent of the federal poverty
level, said Forman.

According to Ruwet, over 80
percent of Connecticut state resi-
dents receive some form of finan-
cial help for their health insurance.

“When we think about what
can you do for this group of peo-
ple — who don’t work for a large
employer or who might be an
entrepreneur or who might work
a retail bakery or own their own
business — [these people] should
be able to have access to health
insurance,” Forman said. “And this
is one more way for it

Medicaid unwinding and
increased enrollment

In response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, Congress passed
the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act in 2020, which
required that states keep Med-
icaid beneficiaries continuously
enrolled through the end of the
federal public health emergency
so that states were prohibited
from regularly reevaluating
individuals’ eligibility.

In return, states received
enhanced matching funds for
their Medicaid programs. Indi-

viduals could remain enrolled in
Medicaid programs even if their
standard Medicaid eligibility fluc-
tuated due to changing income or
other life circumstances.
However, in April 2023, con-
tinuous coverage policies
expired as the federal govern-
ment announced the end of the
public health emergency the fol-

She noted that many customers
started the Open Enrollment cycle
in May 2023 on Access Health CT.

“Alot of people were coming off
of Medicaid but didn’t qualify for
an employer option,” Ruwet said.

Spreading the word
Every year during the Open
Enrollment period, the state orga-

of enrollment this year

team also specifically targets under-
served communities, Ruwen said.
According to Ruwen, many
of the communities that Access
Health CT targets have historically
lacked access to affordable health-
care. The team works to reduce
racial health disparities by pro-
moting the marketplace in these
communities and offering them

GIRI VISWANATHAN

After federal pandemic-era healthcare provisions, record numbers of residents are turning to Access Health CT for health insurance.

lowing month. The announce-
ment halted the federal policy
that allowed people to stay on
Medicaid, even if they were no
longer qualified.

Now, Connecticut is in its
12-month unwinding process,
disenrolling people from Med-
icaid who lost eligibility during
the pandemic. In turn, many are
looking for other health insurance
options, such as the Access Health
CT exchange.

“In the environment where
Medicaid disenrollment is happen-
ing right now, there’s a heightened
awareness of how to make sure that
people who may have been disen-
rolled from Medicaid appropriately
find themselves on the exchanges
now,’ Forman said.

According to Ruwet, the mar-
ketplace supports these trans-
fers in coverage. The unwinding of
pandemic-era policies likely con-
tributed to higher enrollment for
Access Health CT, as state health
insurance marketplaces filled the
gap for individuals looking for
subsidized health insurance.

nizes a large marketing and out-
reach campaign to encourage
insurance applications.

Beginning in the spring of 2023
and through the Open Enroll-
ment period, Access Health CT
has hosted daylong outreach and
enrollment fairs to offer free,
in-person enrollment help for
individuals at risk of losing cover-
age during Medicaid unwinding.

The organization also says that
it has trained and licensed over
50 new health insurance brokers
through its “Broker Academy,” a
program in which the state pro-
vides free training and covers
licensing exam costs for prospec-
tive health insurance brokers. The
brokers work statewide to help
insurance applicants compare
insurance plans and navigate the
application process, including at
outreach events, Access Health
CT wrote in a news release.

The organization attributes
increased enrollment, in part, to
these targeted advertising and
recruitment efforts. Access Health
CT’s Health Equity and Outreach

the tools for enrollment, she said.

“We partner with over 2,000
community partners throughout
the entire year,” Ruwen said. “We
work with alot of nonprofits that are
already in communities that people
already go to and kind of trust”

These organizations include
local community health centers and
other nonprofits that provide assis-
tance services. Ruwen noted Access
Health CT trains workers at these
organizations not only to spread
awareness about the marketplace
but also to help people directly
enroll in health care coverage.

“It takes the dedication and
hard work of many to achieve these
enrollment numbers,” said James
Michel, the CEO of Access Health
CT,inanews release. “I am proud to
work with people who believe in our
mission and understand the impor-
tance of health insurance coverage
for everyone in Connecticut.”

The Affordable Care Act was
passed in 2010.

Contact ERIN HU at
erin.hu@yale.edu .
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ARTS

“Tused to float, now I just fall down, I used to know but I'm not sure now.”
BILLIE EILISH, “WHAT | WAS MADE FOR?"

BY BROOKE WHITLING
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Playing at the Shubert Theater
from Jan. 31 to Feb. 4, the national
tour of COMPANY performed a
reframing of Stephen Sondheim’s
1970 musical. Sondheim, whose
prolific career earned eight Tony
Awards, an Academy Award, eight
Grammy Awards, an Olivier Award
and the Pulitzer Prize, has seen a
resurgence on Broadway after his
deathin 2021.

Lights fade in the theater
and, from offstage, a Manhattan
cacophony begins: police sirens,
a ringing landline, and a jangling
ring of keys. It is Bobbie’s birth-
day, and with balloons in each
hand spelling the number “35/”
she must celebrate by considering
what it means to be happy in life
and marriage, accompanied by the
reminder of passing time.

The revival retains the musi-
cal and narrative integrity of
the original composition, but
rewrites the central character for
a female performer, interweav-
ing sentiments of independence
and domestic choices into a gen-
dered conversation.

“Tt is a story about life. She
is trying to find her way, and
we know she will,” Barbara and
Louis said, beaming from their
mezzanine seats.

Through a series of vignettes,
the musical follows Bobbie —
played by Britney Coleman — an
unmarried and childless woman
celebrating her 35th birthday in
the company of close friends. Mar -
ried, engaged, divorcing or parent -
ing, each character presents a path
that Bobbie’s life has not yet taken.
This deviation from a traditional
plot structure invites audiences to
experience the well-meant, albeit
unsolicited offers of advice, along-
side Bobbie.

The show’s complexity and
demand of audience members to

Sondheim’s COMPANY flips the

reflect upon their own experiences,
through the intersection of indi-
vidual plotlines, is a trademark of
Sondheim’s work.

Daniel Egan, the coordinator of
the Shen Curriculum for Musi-
cal Theater at Yale and profes-
sor of American musical theater
history, has focused on the works
of Stephen Sondheim through-
out his academic and professional
careers. During his graduate stud-
ies at Yale, Egan developed the
first seminar discussing Sond-
heim’s productions.

“The attraction for me has
always been the combination of
psychological acuity and compo-
sitional finesse. Like many people,
Ifind the emotional truth and res-
onance of Sondheim’s characters
to be clear, arresting and human,”
Egan said.

For Coleman, who celebrated
her 35th birthday one week before
arriving to perform in New Haven,
this resonance and relatability are
at the forefront of the produc-
tion’s impact.

Specifically speaking to the
revival’s play with gender dynam-
ics, Coleman reflected on the rela-
tionship between her character and
her personal life.

“The gender swap calls to mind
alot of the double standards that
we have about men being expected
to settle down versus women being
expected to settle down, espe-
cially at the age of 35, when there’s
a biological factor in there,” Cole-
man said. “A woman who doesn’t
have children turning 35 has some
things going on in the back of her
mind. Should I settle down?”

David Socolar, who plays
Theo, one of Bobbie’s passing
love interests, explained that
the conversation sparked by the
revival is not forced, however.
He said that the show’s impact
comes from its narrative’s exis-
tence, not a blatant effort to
make a statement.

conversation on marriage and independence

The gender-swapped 2018 revival of a classical Broadway musical performedin
New Haven's Shubert Theater during its national tour.

Whether the audience came as
season ticket holders, Sondheim
aficionados, holiday gifters or —
for members Melanie and Bobby
— to watch swing actor Elysia
Jordan perform as Bobbie’s body
double, each left feeling a connec-
tion to the characters.

This seemingly inherent trait of
Sondheim compositions also brought
COMPANY to Shubert’s stage. The
process of selecting a season of pro-
ductions is complex; board members
at the Connecticut Association for
the Performing Arts, or CAPA, must
consider what shows are offered in a
given period, when each show is vis-
iting the region, whether competing
venues have presented a show andif a
show has been offered in the venue’s
recent lineups.

CAPA, which both owns and
manages the Shubert Theater,
must also balance the preferences
of current season ticket holders
with opportunities to expand their
subscriber base.

Anthony Lupinacci, the Direc-
tor of Advertising and Community
Relations of the Shubert Theater
explains that COMPANY'’s clas-
sic musical theater elements that
lean into current social complex-
ities navigate the space between
veteran and prospective season
ticket holders.

Professor Egan agreed, speaking
to COMPANY'’s timelessness.

“I might focus on the work’s
risk-taking structure (for 1970,
when it was written) and its contin-
ued resonance today. I would also

COURTESY OF SHUBERT THEATER

emphasize that these works -- like
any good works of art -- are porous
and open to investigation and inter-
pretation across eras;” Egan wrote to
the News. “A traditional production
of a Sondheim show can move and
enlighten us, but so can a reimag-
ined production of a so-called clas-
sic, like Company”

The national tour of COMPANY
will travel to five cities before
returning to New England, per-
forming in Boston’s Citizens Bank
Opera House from April 2 to April
14,2024. The Citizens Bank Opera
House is located at 539 Washing-
ton St., Boston, MA.

Contact BROOKE
WHITLING at
brooke.whitling@yale.edu .

Darshan Trio performs dynamic musical medley

BY LUCIANA VARKEVISSER
STAFF REPORTER

The Darshan Trio — two of
whom are Yale graduates — per-
formed on Saturday, Feb. 3 at the
Schwarzman Center.

The group’s name is inspired
by the Sanskrit word related to
sight and the vision of beholding
a sacred object. Two of the trio’s
members, Vijay Gupta MUS 07
and Dominic Cheli MUS ’16, are
graduates of the Yale School of
Music. During their performance,
Gupta played the violin, Cheli the
piano and Yoshika Masuda the
cello. Their performance was a
unique blend of contemporary and
classical pieces.

“I thought it was really inno-
vative compared to most clas-
sical music these days,” said
attendee Alex Moore '26. “Iliked
the presentation and the group
had good chemistry.”

The Darshan Trio’s perfor-
mance at the Schwarzman Cen-
ter was split into four parts, each
a unique blend of compositions.
The show opened with a quote
from “Book of Hours” by Rainer
Maria Rilke, saying, “Let every-
thing happen to you: beauty and
terror. Just keep going. No feeling
is final.”

The first movement was a
blend of contemporary and clas-
sic pieces. The opening song was
Saans — or “Breath” —- by Reena
Esmail. The composition, released
in 2017, was delicate and emo-
tional. It was accompanied by soft
purple lighting, which matched
the tone of the piece. This song
then segued into “Piano Trio
no.1”, first movement, by Felix
Mendelssohn. The 1839 composi-
tion was energetic and full-bod-
ied, with red, warm-toned light-
ing matching the song. If Saans
was the wind of a breath, this
piece was the wind of a storm.

The second part of the perfor-
mance was a blend of three songs.
The first was called Mozart-ada-
gio, a 1997 composition by Arvo
Pirt. This emotionally subdued
piece was performed in complete
darkness, the only lighting com-
ing from the soft glow of the per-

LOTTA STUDIO/YALE SCHWARZMAN CENTER

The Darshan Trio had two performances in the Schwarzman Center’s Dome on Saturday.

former’s tablets. The lighting then
changed to soft warm tones for the
1811 Piano Trio “Archduke,” third
movement, by Ludwig van Bee-
thoven. This song was smooth and
full of life. The last piece of the
performance was “BurescaIl”. The
1985 compositionby P teris Vasks
was energetic and lively, fittingly
accompanied by magentalighting.

“It was very touching,” said
attendee Serena Cheng ’'24.
“Especially how each one was
tied to a story.”

The final blend of songs included
only two composers: Robert
Schumann and Johannes Brahms.

This medley included a dis-
tinct story-telling aspect, as dic-
tated by the projected quotes
from Brahms and the diaries of
Schumann and his daughter Clara.

The third act opened with a quote
by Schumann to his daughter from
1838 saying, “We will lead a life of
poetry and blossom, and we will play
and compose together like angels and
bring gladness to mankind.” This
quote introduced the first Schumann
song — Kinderszenen, “Dreaming”
— which then blended into another
work in the same 1848 Kinderszenen
series: “The Poet Speaks”’

These first two songs featured
a lighter, gentler tone, which
was appropriate considering the
musician was inspired to com-
pose them after watching his
children play outside.

The last two pieces of the third
act were both by Brahms. The
trio played the third and fourth
movements of the 1854 Piano
Trio No. 1.

The third act started with del-
icate notes, then transitioned to a
more somber tone — fitting with
Clara’s mourning of her father —
and ended with a piece that was a
passionate celebration of life. The
third act was the musical embod-
iment of the story of Schumann
and Brahms. The two composers
were good friends, Brahms being
mentored by Schumann and —
supposedly — falling in love with
his daughter Clara.

The trio took time at the end
of their performance to cele-
brate Clara Schumann, who was
a skilled composer but unable to
express her love for music due to
societal norms. The fourth per-
formance of Clara Schumann’s
1846 Piano Trio — the third
movement — was accompa-

nied by a quote from Clara say-
ing, “My imagination can picture
fairer happiness than to continue
living for art.”

“Iloved their inclusion and cel-
ebration of Clara Schumann’s
work,” said Alliese Bonner ’27 who
attended the event. “She’s probably
the most famous female composer”

The fourth piece was loving
but somber, much like the com-
poser’s relationship with music.

The trio came back out on
stage after a lengthy applause
for an encore performance. The
room was filled with bright pink
lighting as they played the 2019
Piano Trio, Scherzo, by Reena
Esmail. The energetic song was
filled with staccato and falsetto
notes, creating a fairy-like atmo-
sphere that ended the trio’s per-
formance on a joyful note.

The trio has only been play-
ing as a group since the pandemic
but each member of the trio also
boasts individual claims to fame.

Cheli has performed nation-
ally with orchestras including the
San Diego Symphony, Colburn
Orchestra and Adrian Symphony.
He has played at the Mostly
Mozart and Ravinia Festival and

is scheduled to make his fourth
appearance at Carnegie Hall.

Masuda is an internationally
renowned cellist and was awarded
the YAMAHA Music Founda-
tion of Europe String Award. He
has worked with several cele-
brated composers and musicians,
including Leonard Cohen and
David Geringas. He was also newly
appointed to the role of Assistant
Professor of Cello and Director
of String Studies at the Chapman
University Hall-Musco Conserva-
tory of Music.

Gupta played for the Los
Angeles Philharmonic for 12
years as a member of the first
violin section. He has worked
with groups like the Kronos
Quartet and the Philharmonia
Orchestra of London.

Not only is each member of
the trio an acclaimed musician,
but all of them are also social
justice advocates.

Gupta is the founder and
Artistic Director of Street Sym-
phony, which is an organization
that provides musical experi-
ences for people recovering from
addiction, homelessness and
incarceration in the Los Ange-
les area. Cheli curates programs
for and performs at schools and
retirement homes in his sur-
rounding community. Masuda
is dedicated to teaching music
to the next generation of artists,
as exemplified by his history as a
professor at California Lutheran
University and his current posi-
tion at Chapman University.

For all of their pieces, the Dar-
shan Trio performed with pas-
sion and vigor. Their energy was
not only noticeable through the
music they were playing, but also
through their body language and
facial expressions. Gupta played
with so muchliveliness that a few
strings on his bow even snapped
off during the performance.

Reena Esmail MUS ’11 MUS 14
MUS ’18 — the composer of two of
the Trio’s performances — isa grad-
uate of the Yale School of Music.

Contact LUCIANA
VARKEVISSER
at luciana.varkevisser@yale.edu .
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SPORTS

Elis gear up for upcoming Cornell game

M BASKETBALL FROM PAGE 14

second-half points. Wolf and
Knowling led the scoring once
again, finishing with 24 and 14
points, respectively.

Yale, undefeated in Ivy
League play, has now won 10 of
its last 11 games, the only loss
coming in December against
nationally ranked Kansas. The
Elis now sit tied with Cornell
(17-3, 6-0 Ivy) for the league’s
top spot.

This time next week, only one
team will remain undefeated in
the Ancient Eight, as Cornell will
visit New Haven this Saturday.
Defensive resurgence con-
tinues

The Bulldogs have yet to allow
an Ivy League opponent to score
over 70 points this season, far
below the league scoring aver-
age of approximately 74 points
per game. Princeton’s 64 points
on Friday night were the lowest
they’ve scored all season.

Princeton shot 9/15 from
three point range in the first half,
a big reason for their five point
lead heading into halftime.

But in the second half, Yale’s
defense buckled down and held
them to just 4/18 from deep.

Swing forward Casey Sim-
mons ’25 played important
defensive minutes off the bench,
using his speed and length to
chase Princeton’s shooters off
the perimeter.

Mbeng, last year’s Ivy League
Defensive Player of the Year, also
was a key factor in the team’s
defensive turnaround, guarding
Princeton’s star guard Xavian Lee
for most of the night.

“I wouldn’t want to dribble
the ball around Bez, let’s just
say that,” Jones said. “It was a
tremendous effort by him and
he changed the game in the sec-
ond half”

Strong weekend for Wolf

Yale’s offensive versatility
is one of its biggest assets, but

The game will tip off at 2 p.m. Saturday in Payne Whitney Gymnasium.

much of their offensive produc-
tion over the two-game stretch
came from the 7-foot Wolf.
Wolf, with scoring perfor-
mances of 21 and 24 points,
boosted his season scoring
average to 14.9 points. He also
posted a double-double perfor-
mance in each of the two games,
bringing his total to nine dou-
ble-doubles on the season.
Wolf credited the team’s
coaching staff after the game.
“They did a great job of pre-
paring us, helping to anticipate
when they were gonna double
me and when they weren’t,” he
said.
Up next
Yale would put themselves in
sole control of first place with a
win against Cornell next weekend.
The game will tip off at 2 p.m.
Saturday in Payne Whitney
Gymnasium.

Contact BEN RAAB at
ben.raab@yale.edu .

YALE ATHLETICS

Yalies look to maintain strong performances

TRACK AND FIELD FROM PAGE 14

at home Saturday at the Giegen-
gack Invitational and back at BU
for the Valentine Invite.”

On the men’s team, a collec-
tion of strong performers were led
by Nolan Recker '26 and Winslow
Atkeson ’'25. At Harvard on Fri-
day, Recker broke a 37-year school
record in the weight throw with
a hurl of 20.39m, earning him a
second-place finish that was just
0.15m behind the gold medal win-
ner from University of Connecti-
cut. Alongside Recker at the Scar-
let & White Invitational, Isiah
Udofia '26 also had himself a day
with two personal records — a
7.27m long jump, which earned
him fifth place, and a 7.04-second
finish in the 60m dash.

On Saturday at Boston Uni-
versity, Atkeson had the show-
case finish for the Bulldogs,
breaking four minutes in the mile
with a 3:59.39 finish, putting
him third on Yale’s all-time list.
Also setting PR’s for the Bull-
dogs, though, were Kit Colson
25 with a 21.87 second finish in
the 200m, Isiah Udofia with his
third PR of the weekend in the
form of a 22.13-second 200m,
Andrew Farr 26 with a 1:05 fin-
ish in the 500m, Owen Karas 26
and Calvin Katz ’25 with 4:03
and 4:05 finishes in the mile,
respectively, and Leo Brewer 25
and Karas with 8:05 and 8:08

finishes in the 3k. Brewer and
Karas’ finishes placed them sixth
and ninth on Yale’s all-time lists.

“I think the team is starting to
figure out who we are and we need
to stay healthy and keep moving
in the right direction,” men’s team
captain Matt Appel '24 wrote to
the News. “About this point in the
season is when we start honing in
on HEPS making sure we’re in the
position we need to be in to make
our final preparations count.”

Meanwhile, the women'’s team
had similarly strong finishes across
the two meets. At Harvard on Fri-
day, Lucija Grd 27 kicked things
off in the 60m hurdles with an
8.57-second finish, just 0.01 sec-
onds off of her PR, which hap-
pens to also be the school record.
In the field events, Eileen Yang '24
vaulted herself over a 3.62m-high
bar, closing in on her PR of 3.85m,
and Maria Leskovec '24 closed in
on her PR in the weight throw with
a17.39mtoss.

Across the Charles on Satur-
day, Mira Thakur '24 set a PR in
the 400m with a 56.51-second
finish, putting her fifth on Yale’s
all-time list, and another in the
200m with a time of 24.98 sec-
onds, putting her ninth on Yale’s
all-time list. Women’s team
captain Bella Bergloff 24 spe-
cifically highlighted Thakur’s
leadership thus far into the sea-
son. Right behind her was Sophie
Spokes 27 with her own PR of

25.68 seconds. In the slightly
longer 500m, Bridget Vitu ’25
set a PR of 1:15.39, and Alexandra
Bonn ’27 set one of her own in
the triple jump with successive
leaps accumulating 11.75m. As
women’s coach Taryn Sheehan
explained, these performances
and many others combined for a
number of cracks to the Yale all-
time top-10 leaderboards.

“Our women'’s side took some
big leaps forward this past week-
end,” Sheehan wrote to the News.
“A number of women etched
their names into the top 10 All
Time lists, including: Dominique
Romain in long jump, Juliette Kos-
mont in the 60om dash, Victoria
Guerrier in the 500m run, Gloria
Guerrier inthe 400m, Alex Bonnin
the triple jump, Bharathi Subbiah
in the triple jump, Makayla Harris
in the weight throw””

On Saturday, Feb. 10, the teams
will split up once more next week-
end between Boston University’s
David Hemery Valentine Invita-
tional and Yale’s own home meet
at Coxe Cage, the 17th Giegen-
gack Invitational. These are their
last two meets before Ivy League
Heptagonal Indoor Track & Field
Championships, which will be
held the weekend of Feb. 24-25
in Cambridge, Mass. at Gordon
Indoor Track.

Contact PETER WILLIAMS at
p.williams@yale.edu.

YALE ATHLETICS

On Saturday, Feb. 10, the teams will split up once more next weekend between Boston University’s David Hemery Valentine Invi-
tational and Yale's own home meet at Coxe Cage.

Breslow reflects on
his atheltic career

BRESLOW PROFILE FROM PAGE 14

sulted with teammates and family
members about his decision to con-
tinue playing baseball after Yale or
pursue a career in medicine. Matt
McCarthy '02, a teammate at Yale,
gave him lasting advice.

“I remember asking him, ‘How
did you know you were done?’ and
he said it was really easy,’ Breslow
recounted. “‘I could turn on a TV
and belike, yeah, that was fun when
I played, but if you ever turn on a
TV and think that could be you out
there, then you are not ready to give
it up! And that really really hit me. I
just felt like I could still contribute.

Breslow made his decision. He
headed to Milwaukee.

In 2002, Breslow was drafted by
the Milwaukee Brewers and began
his career in MLB. He would go
on to pitch for 12 seasons with the
San Diego Padres, Boston Red Sox,
Cleveland Guardians, Minnesota
Twins, Oakland Athletics, Arizona
Diamondbacks and Miami Marlins.
At one point while pitching in MLB,
Breslow was the only Yale alum play-
ing major-league baseball.

While pursuing his career as a pro-
fessional athlete, Breslow started the
Strike 3 Foundation in 2008 with the
mission of raising money and aware-
ness for pediatric cancer research
and treatment, while also staying
involved in the medical world, even
though he decided to no longer pur-
sue medicine as a career.

“I had always thought my impact
on the medical community would
be as a physician,’ Breslow told the
News. “But as my baseball career
took hold and I realized that pur-
suing medical school and a career
in the medical profession was get-
ting pushed further out, I wanted to
remain connected in some way”’

The Strike 3 Foundation’s pri-
mary fundraiser is a wiffle ball
tournament at Little Fenway in
Vermont, which they host each
fall. Little Fenway is made up of
replica Fenway, Wrigley and Field
of Dreams wiffle ball stadiums.

In 2008, the Strike 3 Foundation
also pledged to give $500,000 over
the span of five years to Yale New
Haven Hospital, which, according
to the website, was used to found a
Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplan-
tation Program, the first of its kind
in Connecticut.

In 2009, in a Wall Street Jour-
nal article titled “Who Has the
Brainiest Team in Baseball?” the

WS]J called Breslow the “smart-
est man in baseball, if not the
entire world.” The article tried
tounderstand if there was a cor-
relation between education and
victories by looking at players
who went to four-year U.S. col-
leges or universities and seeing
which of them graduated. Play-
ers who attended elite schools
were ranked more heavily.

“In a field like professional
sports where Ivy League grads are
not commonplace, there is this
stigma for better or for worse that
attaches itself to you. Athletes
get all kinds of nicknames and if
‘smartest man in baseball’ was the
one that people wanted to come up
for me, I could do far, far worse,’
Breslow said. “I try to embrace it
with all appropriate humility”

After his playing career as a
pitcher, Breslow shifted to the
front office where he now works
as the Chief Baseball Officer
at the Red Sox. Chief Baseball
Officer puts him in the position
to direct all of Red Sox baseball
operations. Breslow takes over
for another Yale graduate, Chaim
Bloom ’04, who held the posi-
tion before him.

Breslow is familiar with the
Red Sox organization, as he
pitched for the Red Sox for four
years in 2006 and again from
2012-15. He helped the team win
the World Series in 2013.

Craig Breslow has had a very
successful career with Major
League Baseball on and off the
field, giving some of the credit to
his time at Yale.

“The network, community,
and relationships I built at Yale,
like Theo and others, as well as
the diversity, world view and
perspective you get at a place
like Yale, drove me to be emi-
nently curious and introspec-
tive,” Breslow said, speaking of
former Red Sox general manager
Theo Epstein '95, when asked
how his Yale experience has
helped his work in the Red Sox
front office.

The Red Sox will begin Spring
Training this year in February at
their spring training camp in Fort
Myers, Florida. Opening Day will
be held on April 9, 2024 against the
Baltimore Orioles at home in Bos-
ton at Fenway Park.

Contact BETSY GOOD at
betsy.good@yale.edu.

Bulldogs make recovery
after Princton loss

YALE ATHLETICS

The Bulldogs continue their venture on the road with a game against Cornell (7-12,1-6

Ivy) at 2 p.m. this Friday, Feb. 10.
W BASKETBALL FROM PAGE 14

Finally, at 1:21, Mackenzie Egger 25
hit ajumper that catapulted the Bull-
dogs ahead, securing their lead until
the end of the quarter, 49-47.

The fourth quarter, though thelast
of the regular game, marked itself as
the beginning of the action. For most
of the quarter, the Quakers main-
tained a steady 5-point lead. How-
ever, nearing the finale, a McGill
lay-up brought Yale within three.
Everyone at the Palestra arena held
their breath as Clark barrelled down
the court, guarded heavily by Penn
defenders. With no time remain-
ing, Clark passed to Klara Aastroem
'24,who hit the crucial three-pointer
needed to cling onto the game. As the
buzzer sounded, the Bulldog bench
erupted, celebrating the chance to
continue to victory.

Head coach Dalila Eshe told Yale
Athletics that Astrom was confident
in her ability to execute.

“Jenna saw Klara wide open out of
the corner of her eye, in her periph-
eral vision,” she said. “She told me she
knew she was going to make it

At first, points in overtime
did not favor the Bulldogs, with

two free throws putting the Blue
and White in a two-point deficit.
However, as soon as Clark hit her
first jumper of the overtime, Yale
held on to their lead the entire
time. The game ended in fairy tale
fashion, with McGill stealing the
ball and holding onto it until time
ran out, securing the win, 74-68.
The Yale bench could not have
been more ecstatic.

Coach Eshe told Yale Athletics
that her team’s dogged persistence
allowed them to succeed over Penn.

“The energy was incredible the
entire game,” she said. “Our will to
win and our desire to win was what
won us this basketball game”

Clark made 25 points, one point shy
of her career-best. McDonald made
19 points, her season and career best,
while McGill made 10 points. By most
metrics, this was one of the Yale wom-
en’s basketball team’s best games.

The Bulldogs continue their
venture on the road with a game
against Cornell (7-12,1-6 Ivy) at
2 p.m. this Friday, Feb. 10.

Contact MEREDITH HENDERSON
at
meredith.henderson@yale.edu .
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“How can I snooze and miss the moment? You just too important.”

SZA AMERICAN SINGER AND SONGWRITER

Students, administrators weigh merits of viewing admissions files

BY JOSIE REICH
STAFF REPORTER

All Yale College students are
entitled by law to view their admis-
sions files at any point during their
enrollment. While many stu-
dents view files to sate their curi-
osity about the inner workings of
Yale’s admissions process, some
representatives from the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions voiced
concerns that file-viewing can
form and propagate false impres-
sions of the process.

Hannah Mendlowitz, senior
associate director of undergrad-
uate admissions, who helps over-
see the University’s response to
file-viewing requests, described
the admissions committee’s pro-
cess of reviewing applications as
“a group of people sitting around
having a candid conversation,”
which she argued means that the
full picture of why a student was
admitted may not be reflected in
their file.

In an email to the News, Mend-
lowitz described the files that stu-
dents can view as “an incomplete
artifact of a much larger and more
complex process.”

“I understand students’
desire to peek behind the cur-
tain, but viewing the applica-
tion you submitted as a high
school senior alongside very
short notes that summarize the
contents of that application will
not reveal why the admissions
committee voted to admit you,”
Mendlowitz explained.

Under the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974,

which governs access to educa-
tional records, students have a
right to review their admissions
files within 45 days of request-
ing access.

Students submit arequest to the
admissions office, typically over
email, to begin the process and
receive a set of possible dates and
times for viewing. All six students
the News interviewed about view-
ing their admissions files said that
it took almost the entire 45-day
period to hear back from the office.

The viewing appointments take
place over Zoom with a represen-
tative from the Registrar’s Office
present to answer any questions.
The student’s admission file is
shared on the screen, and stu-
dents are allowed to take notes but
not pictures.

Grant Tucker '27 agreed that
viewing an admissions file is not
akin tobeing in the room where the
discussion happened but argued
that it can still provide students
with valuable insight.

“You don’t know what they were
splitting hairs on,” he admitted.
Nonetheless, he added that he sees
the file as “an accurate represen-
tation” of why a student was ulti-
mately admitted because it “makes
clear to you what Yale sees in you as
a future leader, what they want to
see more of from you and how they
see you fitting into the campus.”

Admissions files consist of a full
copy of the student’s application
alongside a set of comments from
reviewers called a “workcard,” with
notes and scores on essays and let -
ters of recommendation. Students’
essays, recommendations, test

scores and grades are all assigned
scores, which students can ask the
Registrar’s Office representative to
interpret for them. The paragraph
that alumni interviewers submit is
also included.

Aidan Pulmano ’26 told the
News that because his workcard
contained only comments about
his character and none about his
test scores or grades —- an expe-
rience shared by every student
interviewed by the News — - he felt
more at home at Yale after viewing
his file.

“Afterwards, I felt more com-
fortable because it made me feel like
I belonged at the school,” he said.
“Not just on a competence basis,
but on a personality basis, too.”

In January 2016, Dean of
Undergraduate Admissions and
Financial Aid Jeremiah Quin-
lan announced that the admis-
sions office would increase its
emphasis on “authentic intellec-
tual engagement” and “a concern
for others and the common good”
over quantifiable achievements.
The updated process heeded rec-
ommendations from a report
released by the Harvard Graduate
School of Education on reforming
college admissions.

On Jan. 31, Quinlan wrote
to the News that he is not con-
cerned about the effect of indi-
vidual students viewing their
files but does worry when stu-
dents share the conclusions they
draw from the experience widely
with others.

Yale admissions files have
become the subject of much fas-
cination online, with dedicated

ELLIE PARK, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Students have aright to view their admissions files under the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974. While many students who have viewed their files saw it as a valu-
able learning experience, the Admissions Office sees it as a potential source of misinfor-

mation about the application process.

Reddit threads, dozens of YouTube
videos and a Buzzfeed article doc-
umenting their contents.

“When students attempt to
turn that small slice of informa-
tion into viral video content or
the foundation of counseling for
future applicants, those incor-
rect impressions can turn into bad
advice disseminated tolarge audi-
ences,” Quinlan wrote.

Of the six students the News
interviewed, four said that they
had given advice to prospective
applicants. All of those four stu-
dents said that the advice they
provided was based on what they
learned from viewing their files.

Mandy Buster ’'25 said that
she now tells applicants to focus

on their Common Application;
Ken Huynh ’25 said that he now
advises students to focus on a
singular passion. Tucker empha-
sizes that Yale values students
who are easy to have conversa-
tions with, and Pulmano encour-
ages high schoolers to write in a
personable style.

“I feel that I can give better
advice to people applying to col-
lege because I saw what stood
out in ways that I wouldn’t have
known if I hadn’t looked at the
file,” Buster said.

The registrar’s office is located
at 246 Church St.

Contact JOSIE REICH at
josie.reich@yale.edu .

New Haven Health Department

tells community Kitchen to pause operations

BY MAIA NEHME
STAFF REPORTER

On Monday, two hours before
the fREsh-taurant — Newhall-
ville fREShSTARTS’ new commu-
nity kitchen — was set to open its
doors for the second time, the New
Haven Health Department called
fREShSTARTS’ Founder and Presi-
dent Marcus Harvin to inform him
that the fREsh-taurant couldn’t
operate until it had obtained a food
service license.

The fREsh-taurant, which
had its launch event last Fri-
day, repurposes excess dining hall
food from Southern Connecticut
State University, the University of
New Haven and Yale — delivered
through the University’s partner-
ship with New Haven food recov-
ery nonprofit Haven’s Harvest —
and serves it restaurant-style to
Newhallville residents who are
experiencing food insecurity. After
the fREShSTARTS organizers were
told that they couldn’t serve the
food they had prepared for Monday
night, they donated it to a home-
less shelter and a warming center.

“I have been reaching out to
everyone I know who knows any-
one with the ability to rectify
[this], and I believe we will expe-
ditiously have a solution,” Har-
vin wrote to the News. “We will
be serving our people within the
next few days... in a manner that
is dignified and legal”

The process of obtaining a food
service license can take between “a
few days to a week or two,” depend -
ing on the necessary departments’
availability, according to the city
health department’s Health Direc-
tor Maritza Bond.

Food service operators must fill
out an application for the license
through CitySquared, the Health
Department’s online portal. This
notifies other City departments to
conduct “inspections and approv-
als” of the restaurant or nonprofit.
Afterward, the Health Depart-
ment assigns each food service
operator a sanitarian to assist
them with the licensing steps,
which include “reviewing” their
floor plan and kitchen equipment.

“We appreciate all fREsh-tau-
rant is doing to offer hot meals to
people in need in the community,
and we look forward to supporting
them in their food service license
application process,” Bond wrote
to the News.

Prior to receiving the Health
Department’s notice, the
fREsh-taurant held a launch event

last Friday from 5 to 8 p.m. in the
fellowship hall of Pitts Chapel Uni-
fied Free Will Baptist Church.

At this first event, fREsh-tau-
rant volunteers greeted diners at
the door with socks, underwear,
T-shirts, diapers and baby wipes,
encouraging them to take any sup-
plies they need. Diners then had
the choice to be served their dinner
or grab their meal to-go.

Those who opted to dine-in
had limited time to finish their
meal in order to “regulate flows
when it starts to get packed,” per
Harvin. Each table had a 20 min-
ute timer set by the server once
the diner sat down.

“You treat them like they
have the most expensive bill at
a restaurant you’ve ever seen,”
Harvin said, recalling his advice
to the volunteers prior to the
event. “When someone spends
their money, you’re going to
respect them, right? So, their
currency is the oxygen in their
lungs ... You’ve got to treat peo-
ple with dignity, you’ve got to
treat them with honor.”

At last Friday’s event, there was
a turnout of about a dozen diners,
according to fREShSTARTS Vice
President Adam Rawlings.

UNH’s Campus Execu-
tive Chef Peter Marrello, who
brought 50 pounds of excess
dining hall food to the event
and led volunteers in reheat-
ing and preparing the food, said
he had expected a greater num-
ber of diners because of Harvin’s
strong presence in Newhallville.

“[Harvin] has a very powerful
speaking voice,” Marrello said. “Peo-
ple seem to listen when he talks”

Despite the attendance being
lower than Rawlings had hoped,
he said it was a “really good
opening night” and that he
expects turnout to increase once
the fREsh-taurant secures a food
service license.

Stephanie Harvin — the mother
of Marcus Harvin and a mem-
ber of the fREShSTARTSs board
— noted that eligible Connecti-
cut residents receive their Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance
Program benefits, which were
formerly known as food stamps,
during the first three days of each
month. Since the fREsh-taurant
launch event was held on Feb. 2,
she said she anticipates that more
community members will attend
in the coming weeks.

Because of the lower than
expected turnout, fREShSTARTS
had some extra food at the end

COURTESY OF MARCUS HARVIN

Before its operations were suspended, Newhallville fREShSTARTs held the launch event for its fREsh-taurant last Friday.

of their first event which they
donated to a nearby warm-
ing center. Nonetheless, Harvin
emphasized his sense of accom-
plishment regarding the event.

“If T helped one person along
the way, my life wasn’t in vain,”
Harvin said. “One person fed is
a success. One person coming to
help out is a success.”

In addition to diners and
volunteers, representatives of
clean energy company Avan-
grid, which recently partnered
with fREshSTARTS, had a table
set up at the event to teach
community members how to
lower their utility bills.

Other attendees included the
Yale Prison Education Initiative
Founding Director Zelda Roland
’08 GRD 16, Ward 19 Alder Kim-
berly Edwards and Stephen Cre-
min-Endes, the director of com-
munity building and organizing
at Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices of New Haven. Currently,
fREShSTARTS is only partnered
with Avangrid, however, Harvin
said he hopes to form collabora-
tions with other local businesses
in the future and expects “more
people to want to join forces with
us after this [event].”

Harvin, Rawlings and the
fREshSTARTSs organizers began
planning the fREsh-taurant’s
launch event three weeks prior
as soon as they solidified Feb. 2
as the date.

During the weeks leading up to
the event, fREShSTARTS secured
partnerships with UNH, SCSU
and Haven’s Harvest, who will
assist in food delivery.

Though the organization had
been permitted to hold its launch
event at Pitts Chapel, Harvin also
had to request approval to host
the fREsh-taurant at that loca-
tion on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 5 to 8 p.m. On
Jan. 26, Harvin, who is a mem-
ber of the church, presented his
plan at Pitts Chapel’s semiannual
meeting and received their formal
approval to host the fREsh-tau-
rant there once they’ve obtained
their food service license.

The nonprofit has raised about
$3,000 through grassroots fund-
raising, mainly from donations
from members of Pitts Chapel,
according to Harvin. Most of the
funds were spent on stockpiling
supplies for the launch event: both
the essential ones which are offered
to diners at the door and decorative
items such as centerpieces, color-
ful tablecloths and electric candles,
which add to the fREsh-taurant’s
restaurant atmosphere.

Leading up to their event,
organizers at fREshSTARTS also
tried to attract volunteers by
reaching out to the Newhallville
community. Over two dozen vol-
unteers worked at Friday’s event.

“Right away, I wanted to get
on board because I wanted to

volunteer to help those that are
less fortunate than I am,” Elder
Rachel Richardson, a member of
the church and volunteer at Fri-
day’s event, said. “This is what
the Bible tells us anyway: we are to
feed those that are in misfortune”

As a server at the event,
Richardson planned on hav-
ing one-on-one conversations
with the diners and letting
them know about Pitts Chap-
el’s resources, such as spiritual
counseling services.

Harvin has many long term
goals for the fREsh-taurant’s
future, such as ultimately secur-
ing their own space. Despite the
challenges that the nonprofit
has faced so far, he is confident
that it will be able to accomplish
these goals.

“The hardest thing was get-
ting out of prison,” Harvin, who
is formerly incarcerated, said.
“We got the hard part out of the
way: that was those bars that
were in front of us, that was
those chains that were on our
wrists [and] on our ankles. Now,
it’s going to be smooth sailing,
because I'm just literally putting
it allin the provider’s hands.”

Pitts Chapel Unified Free Will
Baptist Church is located at 64
Brewster St.

Contact
MAIA NEHME
at maia.nehme@yale.edu .
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“Better have conviction, Cause we want
crimes of passion”
PARAMORE, “THIS IS WHY”

BY JOSIE REICH
STAFF REPORTER

A former Michelin-star restau-
rant hostess, a restaurant worker of
five summers who once helped make
Michelle Obama the “second-best”
Cuban sandwich she said she had
ever had and a Patisserie Diplo-
ma-wielding graduate of haute cui-
sine culinary school walked into the
Davenport College buttery. It was
a typical Friday, and Y Pop-Up was
getting ready for an opening.

Alexis Ramirez-Hardy '26, Hardy
Eville '26 and Phaedra Letrou 25
are three members of the 41-person
undergraduate cooking club that
hosts bi-weekly restaurant-style
meals. They spent the evening driz-
zling neat stripes of raita over aloo
chaat potato patties and stylishly
delivering flights of Malabar fish
curry to expectant patrons assem-
bled for the club’s “Masala Magic”
South Asian dinner.

It was clear from the almost
100-item Thursday night shop-
ping trip and the 12-hour, day-of
cooking marathon that host-
ing these multi-act dinners is no
small feat: “Let’s keep it simple
this time and do only, like, five
courses,” Eville said at the Sunday
planning meeting. But as laughs
reverberated around the buttery,
any stress was hardly discernible.

Members being amicable and
cooperative is key to the club’s pro-
ductivity and success, explained
Coby Wagonfeld 26, one of the
club’s head chefs.

“You need to be able to work
as a team ... and to be able to stay
somewhat calm in a pressured

situation,” he said. “There’s a
euphoria to it at the end, and that
community of accomplishment is
a great feeling.”

Y Pop-Up-hopefuls “audi-
tion” for the club Chopped-style.
Of the applicants who complete
an initial 11-question form, a
fraction are invited back to tackle
a live cooking challenge. A table
full of ingredients such as tofu,
cup noodles, veggies, sauces and
spices greets them, and a 30 min-
ute clock starts ticking. There are
no rules or limits on what they
can make, and one of the head
chefs helps out as sous-chef. The
applicant’s ability to give them
directions and banter with other
club leadership in the room as
they cook is taken into consider-
ation, Wagonfeld said.

Applicants to the club’s business
team fill out a 10-question form
and then complete an interview to
be considered.

The club then makes its selec-
tions. This past year, 21 percent
were accepted, an unusually
high rate according to club lead-
ership. Others are sent an email
thanking them for their time and
lamenting that “unfortunately,
there can only be so many cooks
in the kitchen.”

Eville, this year’s other co-head
chef, said that the competitiveness
of the application process is nec-
essary because of how demanding
the clubis for members.

“The scale of what we try to
put on and the professionalism
that we try to have requires that
we have to be pretty strict about
who we let into the club,” he said.

Despite Y Pop-Up’s compet-
itiveness, members say its ethos
remains one of trust and flexibility.

“I came in thinking I'd work
under someone and do smaller
tasks, but there’s an entirely
flat structure to the commu-
nity,” cook team member Taimur
Moolji '25 said. “They switch up
the teams so we get to meet lots
of new people.”

James Han ’24, a former head
chef, said that the club’s simulta-
neous commitment to high stan-
dards of achievement and an atti-
tude of open-mindedness is
reflected in the quality and variety
of food they produce.

Most Indian restaurants in
America serve North Indian or
Punjabi food. Friday’s open-
ing intentionally took a differ-
ent direction. The menu focused
on food from South India, such
as masala dosas and the Malabar
fish curry, and even included bun
kebabs, a dish from the neighbor-
ing country of Pakistan.

“There’s a world in which
we could have cooked butter
chicken and chana masala and
naan and called it a day,” Han
supposed. “And then there’s the
version that we did, which was
showing different kinds of India.
I’'m really happy there’s a culture
of learning.”

Y Pop-Up was founded in its
current form in 2013 by Lucas
Sin ’15. He went on to open Junzi
Kitchen, a Chinese restaurant, in
New Haven in 2015, adding a New
York location in 2017. In 2020,
Sin was named one of Forbes’s 30
Under 30 for Food and Drink.

Y Pop-Up is cooking with gas

COURTESY OF KRISTOPHER AZIABOR

Yale's undergraduate cooking club hosted a South Asian cuisine dinner in

the Davenport buttery Friday night.

The club, which was much
smaller at its founding, vastly
expanded its business team in 2019
after holding a popular Harry Pot-
ter-themed dinner. In a decked-out
Silliman buttery, guests were sorted
into Hogwarts houses and handed
admissions letters sealed with wax
stamps. The success of the event
grew into today’s 14-person busi-
ness team, which now assists with
finances, event coordination, table
service, clean up, decorations and
material transportation.

“Everyone has different skills
that they contribute, which makes
you feel like people are happy to
have you there,” Ramirez-Hardy
said of the relationship between
the cooking and business teams.

On Friday night, 70 guests
arrived at 16 different times
between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to take
their seats. Menu adjustments
were planned for three vegetari-
ans, a tree nut allergy and requests
for no seafood, no gluten, no pork,
no coconut, no dairy and no red
meat. Birthday candles were added
to two mango lassi panna cottas.

Openings are tall orders, but
“you get dopamine hits the entire
time,” Wagonfeld said. “It’s very
satisfying to see a problem coming
and then fix it live”

Y Pop-Up’s next opening will
take place on Feb. 16.

Contact JOSIE REICH at
josie.reich@yale.edu.

Where to buy Valentine’s Day flowers in New Haven

BY PETER WILLIAMS
STAFF REPORTER

Next Wednesday is Valentine’s
Day, which means lucky Yalies and
New Haveners all across the city will
be looking to buy flowers for their
significant others.

From red roses to tulips, lilies to
orchids and carnations to gerbera
daisies, demand for local flowers will
soar as Yalies and New Haven res-
idents look to local florists to meet
their needs. A few of these florists
shared details about how they source
and sell flowers during this peak sea-
son, and a local collective of flower
farmers shared some insights as to
how flower farming is nourished
throughout the state.

BLOOM, a local multi-purpose
retail space that participates in flo-
ristry, prioritizes supporting local
farmers and sustainable agriculture
in their business model. Focusing on
the freshest and most vibrant flow-
ers from local suppliers, BLOOM
selects for quality, color and fra-
grance before arranging them into
bouquets that are given as gifts
throughout the city.

“BLOOM carefully selects the
freshest and most vibrant flow-
ers from trusted farmers and sup-
pliers,” Alisha Crutchfield, owner
of BLOOM, wrote to the News. “I
believe in supporting local commu-
nities and sustainable agriculture”

In addition to setting high stan-
dards for its flowers, BLOOM, which
islocated on Edgewood Ave. in West -
ville, prioritizes sustainability in its
production process. According to
Crutchfield, BLOOM strives to min-
imize waste and ensure eco-friendly
practices are followed, including
using biodegradable materials for
packaging and sourcing flowers from
sustainable farms.

Mae Flower and Gift Shop, another
local florist situated in Dixwell, spoke
more about the strategic aspects of
meeting the high demand during the
Valentine’s Day season.

“Mae flower sources flowers for
Valentine’s Day by collaborating with
multiple suppliers, flower farms and
distributors to meet the increased
demand,’ Nethia Joyner of Mae Flower
wrote to the News. “We also engage in
advance planning, secure contracts
and maintain strategic partnerships to
ensure an ample supply of fresh flow-
ers during peak seasons.”

Winters in New Haven are bitter
and dark, though, so flower farming
isn’t easy in the monthsleading up to
Valentine’s Day.

The CT Flower Collective, a group
of flower farmers across the state
established in 2019 to promote local
sourcing, said that they do not grow
flowers for much of the winter season.

COURTESY OF BLOOM

New Haven florists and farmers shared details about the flowers that people will be giving to their beloveds on Feb. 14.

“We are closed for the season
from December-March, but offer
dried flowers throughout the year
which are usually popular to stock
up on in the fall to use for the win-

ter season holidays,” Jill Shea, the
manager of CT Flower Collective,
or CTFC, wrote to the News. “Our
earliest big flower holiday to provide
local flowers for is Mother’s Day””

During the warmer months, the
CTFC sells flowers to the pub-
lic on Thursdays and Fridays and
holds several community building
and appreciation events through-

out the season. They also pro-
mote unity amongst their mem-
ber farms through a community
message board, social media and
design tutorials.

Because it is difficult to meet
the Valentine’s Day flower
needs in New Haven with only
local farmers, florists have to do
what they can to ensure wider
product access, Crutchfield of
BLOOM said.

“In addition to local farms, I
also partner with international
suppliers who provide unique
and exotic flowers that add a
touch of extraordinary beauty to
our arrangements,” Crutchfield
wrote to the News. “I take pride
in offering a wide variety of flow-
ers, from classic favorites to rare
and exotic blooms, ensuring that
there is something special for
every customer.”

Crutchfield also highlighted
the personalized level of detail
that goesinto BLOOM's bouquets,
adding that BLOOM tailors flow-
ers, colors and blends to fit each
customer’s preferences.

Valentine’s Day is
Wednesday, Feb. 14.

next

Contact PETER WILLIAMS at
peter.williams@yale.edu .
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“The network, community, and relationships I built at Yale, like Theo and others, as well as the diversity, world view and perspective
vou get at a place like Yale, drove me to be eminently curious and introspective,”
FCRAIG BRESLOW '02, SPEAKING OF FORMER RED SOX GENERAL MANAGER THEOQ EPSTEIN "95, WHEN ASKED HOW HIS YALE EXPERIENCE HAS HELPED HIS WORK
IN THE RED SOX FRONT OFFICE.

M BASKETBALL: Elis extend winning
streak over Princeton, Penn

BY BEN RAAB
STAFF REPORTER

Yale’s men’s basketball team,
picked first in the Ivy League’s pre-
season media poll, is more than living
up to expectations.

Yale (15-6, 6-0 Ivy) took
down rival Princeton (16-3, 4-2
Ivy) in a 70-64 comeback vic-
tory Friday night and then over-
powered Penn (9-12, 1-5 Ivy)
74-58 to remain undefeated in
Ivy play and also extend their
winning streak to eight games.

“Defensively we werereally good,”
head coach James Jones told the
News. “Certainly, there were times
tonight where you felt the crowd,
you heard the crowd. It’s hard to lose
when you have that kind of environ-
ment at home.”

Against the Tigers, in front of
a sold-out home crowd, the Bull-
dogs trailed for much of the first
half, including a 35-26 deficit
with 2:48 remaining. Down five
at halftime, Yale fought to close

the gap, and guard Bez Mbeng
25 evened the score at 40 with a
driving layup at the 15:42 mark.

Forward Danny Wolf ’26 hit a
three-pointer with 8:42 remain-
ing to give the Elis a 52-50 lead,
one which they never relin-
quished. Wolf and Mbeng hit
seven free throws inside the final
minutes to hold on to the win.

Mbeng said the game against
Princeton had been marked on the
calendar given last year’s defeat in
the Ivy tournament finals.

“I would want to treat it like
another game, of course, but we
definitely had a little extra motiva-
tion coming into this one,” he said.

Wolf led all scorers with 21
points and 12 rebounds, while
forward Matt Knowling ’24
added 12 points, eight rebounds
and four assists.

Against Penn, the Bulldogs
led 34-28 at the half but pulled
away late, thanks to Wolf’s 15

SEE M BASKETBALL PAGE 10

YALE ATHLETICS

The Bulldogs came back from a five-point deficit to earn a huge victory over
Princeton, and followed it up with a strong performance against Penn.

‘Smartest Man in Baseball'is a Yale alum and
the new Chief Baseball Officer of the Red Sox

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Yale graduate Craig Breslow had an impressive college career before landing the front-office as Chief Baseball Officer.

BY BETSY GOOD
STAFFREPORTER

The Boston Red Sox announced in
October of 2023 that Craig Breslow
'02, Yale College alum, would be the
new Chief Baseball Officer. Breslow
graduated from Yale in 2002, hav-
ing majored in molecular biophysics
and biochemistry while also play-
ing varsity baseball for the Bull-
dogs. After graduating, he pitched
for seven different teams in Major
League Baseball, and now works in
the Red Sox’s front office.

In 2009, the Wall Street Journal
wrote an article calling Breslow “the
smartest man in baseball, if not the
entire world” Indeed, his accom-
plishments both on and off the field
speak for themselves.

Crag Breslow was born at Yale
New Haven Hospital and grew up in
Trumbull, CT,less than a 30-minute
drive from Yale’s campus. Although

Yale was close to home, Breslow
said that proximity was not why he
decided tobecome a Bulldog.

“Yale was always this elite insti-
tution that I would never be able to
go to,” Breslow told the News. “But
my academic achievement mer-
ited consideration from Ivy league
schools and pretty early on [Yale]
became the most aggressive recruit -
ers. Ultimately when it came time to
make the decision it felt like it was
important to use baseball to pursue
thebest educationIcould”

Breslow arrived at Yale in
1998 as a student-athlete with
the intent of studying medi-
cine and continuing his base-
ball career. From the age of 11,
Breslow knew that he wanted to
study medicine — his sister, 13
at the time, had been diagnosed
with pediatric thyroid cancer.
The experience had a lasting
impact and motivated him to

study molecular biophysics and
biochemistry while at Yale, and
ultimately to think about pur-
suing a professional career in
medicine after graduation.

While an undergraduate at
Yale, Breslow pitched for the
Bulldogs on the men’s baseball
team. He had an impressive four-
year run, and notably as a senior,
had the lowest ERA in the Ivy
League with a 2.56 Earned Run
Average, or ERA.

Still interested in pursuing a
career in medicine, Breslow applied
to medical school and was accepted
into New York University Medi-
cal School and planned to attend
after graduation. His medical school
plans were interrupted, though, by
his dream of becoming a profes-
sional baseball player.

Breslow told the News he con-

SEE BRESLOW PROFILE PAGE 10

1&F: Yale continues toimprove
inanticipation of Heps

YALE ATHLETICS

Last week, the Yale track and field teams continued to set PRs and crack school

all-time leaderboards.

BY PETER WILLIAMS
STAFF REPORTER

On Friday and Saturday, Yale’s
track and field teams headed back
to Boston for the second weekend
in a row as they looked to continue
their upward trajectory this season.

The teams were split between
two meets, with many of both the
men’s and women'’s teams’ throw-
ers at Harvard’s Crimson Elite
on Friday, Feb. 2, and most of the
teams’ runners right across the
Charles River at Boston Univer-
sity’s Bruce Lehane Scarlet and

White Invitational. With a number
of personal records and top-10 all-
time school finishes across both the
men’s and women’s teams, the Bull -
dogs continued to steadily improve
upon their performances in antici-
pation of the Ivy League Heptago-
nal Cross Country Championships,
alsoknown as Heps.

“Lots of progress across all event
groups this past week,” Yale track
and field coach David Shoehalter
wrote to the News. “We look to con-
tinue that good work this weekend

SEE TRACK AND FIELD PAGE 10

WBASKETBALL: Bulldogs defeat
Penn in overtime triumph

BY MEREDITH HENDERSON
STAFFREPORTER

The Yale women’s basketball
team (5-15, 2-5 Ivy) traveled to
Philadelphia to continue confer-
ence play against the University of
Pennsylvania (11-9, 3-4 Ivy).

Earlier in the week, the Bulldogs
surrendered to Princeton (17-3,
7-0 Ivy), 59—-79. Despite the loss,
theylooked to maintain their hopes
at anIvy tournament bid by defeat -
ing the Quakers. Penn, however,
rolled into their home arena fresh
off adecisive victory against Brown
(13-7, 4-3 Ivy), 77-56. This game

saw the two teams meet for the first
time this season.

The first quarter began with
quick, easy points for Penn, which
jumped out to a 7-point lead early.
Baskets by Nyla McGill '25 and
Grace Thybulle '25 kept Yale at the
heels of the Quakers, but they were
unable to close the lead. The first
quarter ended with Penn leading
bynine, 22-13.

The second quarter found the
Bulldogs slowly gaining traction.
More jumpers, free-throws and
three-pointers from usual sus-
pects Jenna Clark 24 and Kiley
Capstraw "26 allowed Yale to more
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The women's basketball team forced an overtime against the Penn Quakers 74-68.

than double their points from the
first period. Most notably, Brenna
McDonald ’24 burned through
the Penn defense, leading sec-
ond-quarter scoring with nine
points. By the end of the half, the
Bulldogs barely trailed the Quak-
ers, 35-33.

After the half, a jumper by Cap-
straw immediately tied the game
at 35. Though Penn sunk neces-
sary shots, Yale fought toinch right
back up to them. In a push-pull for
points, Clark made crucial bas-
kets to keep her team in the game.

SEE W BASKETBALL PAGE 10

YALE ATHLETICS

NUMBER OF GAMES YALE MEN’'S BASKETBALL HAS WON IN A ROW HEADING INTO THEIR GAME
AGAINST CORNELL, WHICH WILL DETERMINE WHO WILL END IN FIRST PLACE IN THE IVY LEAGUE.
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ON THE ROAD:

Gathe

// BY ALEXANDER MEDEL

There is no sight more gratify-
ing to me than the open road, for the
openroad allows the body to wander
and the mind to wonder. It offers an
escape for theimagination and away
of life governed by freedom and fueled
by curiosity.

Mynameis Alexander, andI ama
first year in Timothy Dwight College
studying political science. Natu-
rally, mydayis completewithwriting
papers, reading research articles and
attending lectures. And as much as
am a Yale student, I consider myself
a student of the world with the open
road as my classroom.

This travel column, On the Road,
recounts several of my adventures
on asphalt and all the lessons I have
learned from the people, places and
things I have encountered on all
roads, from those well-traveled to
thosenot taken.

P

Throughout my life, people have
often asked me what I think love is
like. I could offer philosophical ideas
from the Greeks, countless songs
from Frank Sinatra’s discography
or the plot of “Casablanca’” I have
always struggled to find the perfect
response, until last summer when I
stumbled upon my answer on one of
my travels.

A few weeks after we graduated
from high school, a group of friends
and I decided to take a small road
trip. June 2023 was full of energy
and excitement — we had college to
look forward to and a summer that
offered, for once, the prospect of
rest and relaxation. With that spirit,
we hopped into our cars and drove
south toward the Monterey Penin-
sula.

The Monterey Peninsula is
roughly 120 miles south of San
Francisco and situated on the
southern end of Monterey Bay.
Among its charming communi-
ties is Monterey, a coastal city of
roughly 30,000 people steeped
in history and culture. Perhaps its
greatest claim to fame is the Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium, one of the
finest in the nation. I could eas-
ily recall the countless moments I
spent as ayoung child gazing in awe
at the canyons of water that would
tower over me, complete with jel-
lyfish sifting in the water through
the glass. Monterey is also home to
Cannery Row. Christened as such
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by John Steinbeck, the street was
previously home to sardine canner-
ies for most of the twentieth cen-
tury. Now, it is home to luxurious
hotels, gift shops and restaurants.
Beyond Cannery Row lies the Pre-
sidio and Old Fisherman’s Wharf,
abeloved landmark where one can
enjoy a hearty meal of California
seafood. For our trip, we decided
to pass through Monterey and take
our time on the 17-Mile Drive.

The 17-Mile Drive is an auto
route that takes travelers through
some of the most beautiful sights
of the Monterey Peninsula. Com-
ing from the north, the drive starts
in Pacific Grove, a city next to Mon-
terey, and follows the western edge
of the peninsula all the way to Peb-
ble Beach. We began our day at Point
Pinos. While climbing through a
series of sea rocks, the morning sea
breeze wrestling through our faces,
we encountered a group of playful
squirrels. Their heads would peek
out of the rocks, and they would hop
from rock to rock, slowly making
their way to us. They took delight in
the attention we gave them, while
we took delight in their antics. After
spending a considerable amount of
time playing with them, we left and
entered the 17-Mile Drive.

Making our way south, we passed
by numerous beaches, with the sea
audibly churning busily from the car
window. The winds were fresh and
strong. Taking note of this, and the
fact that the car we were riding on
had a sunroof, we took turns peer-
ing through it at moderate speed. I
emerged through the sunroof and
felt as if the wind was baptizing me.
My face was buffeted into areawak-
ening. Before I peeked through, I
sported a styled pompadour. After
I peeked through, my hair sported a
style akin to a Pollack masterpiece,
but no matter.

Our next stop was Bird Rock.
Here, we caught fair glimpses of
the birds that called the California
coast home. Some of them rested
on rocks that extended out into the
sea. Others bobbed like buoys on the
water. In addition to the sight before
us came nature’s symphony: waves
crashing against the rocks, seafoam
rolling on the beaches near us and
the barking of seals in the ocean and
sea lions sunbathing on Bird Rock.
We tried our best to communicate
with the seals and sea lions, trying
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our best to emulate their vocabular-
ies. Their languages, however, were
complex, and we only succeeded
in attracting the gaze of confused
tourists.

After our attempts at verbal
communication with seafaring
mammals, we continued our drive
and entered Crocker Grove where
the road meandered through a for-
est of rare Monterey cypress trees.
Their white trunks towered into the
sky, while their dark green leaves
swayed in the wind. Soon enough,
we found ourselves gazing at an
iconic sight: the Lone Cypress.

Standing atop ahighland extend-
ing into the Pacific and overlooking
Carmel Bay is a solitary Monterey
cypress tree. Its soft green foliage
danced freely with the ocean breeze,
in contrast to the stolid and jagged
gray rocks of the granite summit it
calls home. Its leaves have basked
in the glow of thousands of sun-
rises and sunsets. For more than
two centuries, the Lone Cypress
has survived storms and the sprays
of the sea. It has stood tall and
strong through the wind and rain.
Throughout itslife, it has enchanted
artists and photographers and has
captivated writers and travelers. It
stares, now, at the Pacific with an air
of humility and strength.

I have seen this tree many times
throughout my life, and when I was
ayoungkid, its existence always fas-
cinated me. Returning as a young
man, at least older and arguably
wiser, I looked at the tree, squinting
my eyes to trace the wrinkles on its
trunk from a distance. It was there
where I found my answer to the age-
old question, what islove?

Ilovethe Lone Cypressnot because
of its charm, but because of what
it stands for. It is made all the more
beautiful by the way it offered me a
lesson onlove. In the same way that
the Lone Cypress has withstood
history, love itself is some-
thing enriched by the pas-
sage of time. It is natural,
indeed important, for
our understanding
of love to evolve
and mature as
we navigate
our lives.

Life

itself can be viewed as ajotrney made
richer by pursuing the depths of love.
Andtheonly way we cantrytounder-
stand a force as complicated and
complex as love is to simply live our
lives with ameasure of patience, curi-
osity and determination.

Like the Lone Cypress, love is
something that can be weathered by
the winds of life or battered by the
storms of existence, and yet remain.
Falling in love or being in love is not
easy. Problems are natural and chal -
lenges are inevitable. Love can
be tough and rough. But
love, like the cypress,
is resilient and
resolute and
can sur-
vive even
when the
odds are
stacked
against its
existence.

In all, the

wisdom

of the Lone

Cypress offers

the gift of hope to
those hopelessly inlove.

Thus, I came from that road
trip with a stronger under-
standing of what love is. And
yet, I recognize that I have
many years ahead of me and
many adventures I have
yet to take. It is impos-
sible for me, and
indeed anyone,
to formulate a
precise and
encom -
passing
defi-

nition for what love is. The wisdom
of the Lone Cypress is only one of
countless perspectives on the sub-
ject of love. There exist many more
in the world and in our lives, and it is
up to us to discover them because, in
the end, love is what we make of it.

Contact ALEXANDER MEDEL at
alexanderyale.edu.

Y00 WON'T
BELIEVE HOW
MY PARENTS

k

// BY MERIDIAN MONTHY

As Valentine’s Day fast
approaches, I am reminded of
why my expectations for love are
so high.

My parents met in the 7th
grade, when two rural junior
highs were combined into one.
On the first day of English

class, they were called on to
recite The Odyssey, my mom
playing Penelope and my dad
reading for the titular Odys-
seus. My mom remembers
sheepishly shuffling to the
front of the room and watching
in admiration as my dad strode
through the crowd like a ship
parting the sea. My dad just
remembers her eyes.

R

Fast friends, they spent their
afternoons biking down dusty
roads in the tough Texas sun.
All the while, he pined after the
sharp girl who cried tears of joy
when she laughed.

As if following scripts in a
rom-com, my mom became
cheer captain and my dad
became the formidable football
player. But instead of ending up

as prom king and queen, they
were salutatorian and valedic-
torian. “I always knew she was
smarter than me,” he confessed
years after his second place fin-
ish. “That’s why I love her.”

When exactly they fell in love
is a mystery. They say it was
like leather worn with time, no
pivotal eye bat or declaration
of love, just a mutual under-
standing formed from five years
of friendship. Of course, the
moment they let each other
know, it was time to leave for
college. But my dad was certain
that nothing — not even what
ended up becoming eight years
of long distance love — would
come between them.

He made her name the pass-
word to all his locks (thisis true!),
saved money from his three jobs
to call her whenever possible (this
is true!), and sent his Southern
belle love letters every day with
quotes from poets and play-
wrights and philosophers (this is
perhaps apocryphal).

After school, to celebrate their
continued love through years of
changing landscapes, they set
off to backpack the world, seek-
ing more stories. They missed
flights, slept on cobblestones,
and were gassed and robbed on
the Trans-Siberian Railway.

Their final destination was
Fiji, its waters home to the 180th
meridian line, also known as the
International Date Line, where
time zones reset and each new
day begins. My dad secretly
packed my mom her one nice
dress, which she wore as they
rowed out into the dark waters
in a dinghy. He carried with
him two things — a precise dig-
ital clock, which slowly ticked
towards midnight on New Year’s
Eve in 1999, and a small vel-
vet box. When the clock struck
twelve and the new year began,
he proposed, becoming the first
man in the millennium to do so.
My mother’s shouts of “Yes!”
were heard by no one, her face
illuminated only by the moon.

And thus comes my name —
Meridian, the destination of
devotion, the birth of their new
life together. My middle name is
Barrett, after the poet my father
quoted in every letter to my
mother during their time apart.
My name means love.

It’s hard to have realistic
expectations for romance when
I was raised in a Homeric epic
poem. Except this tale is not
fiction.

Contact MERIDIAN MONTHY at
meridian.monthy@yale.edu.

WKND Recommends

Celebrating V-Day with all your loved
ones, not just your romantic partners. How
lucky we are to be loved in any way!
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// BY MARIA AROZAMENA

The ticking of the clock beats
alongside the rhythmic scrapes and
brushes of chalk against chalkboard,
drooping eyelids and weighted
pulses like mercury dripping down
the side of a thermometer. A dose of
summer’s sunshine weeps through
the window, stifling the air con-
ditioner’s feeble attempts to chill
the classroom and keep our bod-
ies awake. Beside me, I watch Mila
doodle her notes—a warm blend
of series convergence theorems,
worked-out examples, and worms
wriggling through the paper’s edge.

“Hey guys,’ a voice cut in: Parker
Starket, fellow first-year and resi-
dent IM Secretary. “Do either of you
want to play IM soccer today? We
really need two more people, other-
wise we’ll forfeit”

To be clear, Thad no business play-
ing IM soccer. Thelast time Iremem-
bered playing was in middle school
gym, spunhead-to-toe in My Chem-
ical Romance merch and totally,
totally lame. But in a bout of inno-
cent first-year spontaneity, Mila and
Iexchanged glances and before I was
even conscious of them, the words
slipped out of my mouth.

“We'lldoit”

*

My limp limbs struggled to kick
the ball even near the vicinity of my
own team. My calves ached fromrun-
ning, and my skin stunk with sticky
sweat from the blistering sun. That
was when he walked in.

Well, he didn’t really walk—he
leapt into the game, outfitted in a
bulldog athletics shirt, aquamarine
shorts, and neon cleats. I watched
him maneuver the ball fiercely and
wrap himself through the opposing
team’s defense like a weaver’s nee-
dle pierces fabric with its thread. No
part of me wanted to come in con-
tact with that soccer ball, but I craved
a closer look at the handsome figure
scheming its movements. When the
ref called time, I turned toward Mila
with a gaping mouth and blazing
cheeks, but I couldn’t blame my flush
ontheheat.

Two weeks later, when Alex
pleaded for IM soccer players again, I
did not hesitate. This time, though, I
was alone, suffocating under the pre-
dominantly male atmosphere of the
field. I looked around, not desper-
ately (because desperate isn’t cool),
but curiously, wondering if per-
haps I might see the mystery man
that nearly saved us last time. I tried
to stay focused on my movements,
ensuring that I would look cool in
case, oh...Idon’t know, in case a cer-
tain persona happened to hop on the
field and strut my way and sway me in
his strong, sweaty arms after our vic-
tory. Gross.

I was lost enough in my imagina-
tion to miss my shot to kick the ball
(sorry, guys), but Iwasn’t lost enough
to not notice when the Trojan man
bolted onto the field again, assum-
ing the full confidence of an elite
player. Iwatched him aggressively yet
gracefully lead the offense and tan-
gle his feet in a complex choreogra-
phy toward the goal, claiming a win
on the field and a throne in my heart.
Well, maybe not a throne, but at least
a spot on my radar of Saybrook Eye
Candy & Dining Hall Delights.

I found shelter in the boister-
ous emotion following our first IM
soccer victory, relishing in the thrill
of the win to distract myself from
the skipped beats within my chest
everytime I glanced to myleft, where
he stood.

Iremember, now, laying beside the
small sidewalk in anticipation for the
bus, the sinking sun in the distance a
beautiful sight against the treacher-
ous blasphemy reaching through my
nostrils, the smells of sweaty armpits
and worn cleats and dirt, gym shirts
that hadn’t seen the laundry machine
in days, at best. Maybe weeks. In a fit
of courage, I turned to him.

“Hey, you were really good out
there,” I squeaked. He smiled a boy-
ish smile, straight out of those Dis-
ney Channel rom-coms with the
fringy hair and pearly whites, a
sweet gesture.

“Thanks! I'm glad you came out—
what’s your name?”

We chatted politely onto the bus,
plotting ourselves down beside one
another, only a corridor’s length
between our bodies. I1aughed, I gig-
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gled, I couldn’t help but stare at the
caramel core of his eyes, his rich
golden-brown hair and the way he
so effortlessly exhibited charm. I
wanted to ask him everything, to
know his entire life story and laugh at
silly baby photos with his mom and
make him his favorite foods and love
him forever and ever and ever again.

I'wasdownbad.

“Hey, what year are you, by
the way?” I asked. I haven’t seen
him around, but maybe he’s a
sophomore?

“Oh, I'm a junior. I’'m double
majoring in Poli Sci and Religious
Studies,” he responded.

Yikes...a junior. He’d never go for
afirst-year.

“Wait, that’s so cool. Why are
you majoring in Religious Studies
though?”

“Iwant tobe a priest”

I had to admit, of the list of what
I'd anticipated my college love life
to be like, a Fleabag moment wasn’t
really all that high on my list. Scratch
that—a Catholic priest wasn'’t in the
memo at all. Iwas thankful for the bus
driver’s abrupt stop and the scramble
of students rushing toward the dining
halls. Maybe I could save Saybrook for
another night.

*

The Saybrook library (lovingly,
our Saybrary) was more of my home
than Vanderbilt Hall during my first
semester. Cramming Directed Stud-
ies essays, laughing with friends into
the midnight hours, snoozing on the
couches, running my fingers along
the edges of books charred with
knowledge, etched with the care of
generations long passed. I walked
in unassumingly toward my favor-
ite couch nook in the japanese corner
when sitting at the edge of the table to
my left, I saw him.

He wore what I took to be PJs star-
ing intensely at his laptop, the ridges
of his brow forming gentle creases
down his rounded nose. Walking
over, I watched his chin tilt upwards
and the corners of his cheeks bud into
awarm smile.

“Hey, how’s it going?”

“Pretty good! I'm a little stressed
because I have a pset due tonight, but
otherwise okay;’ I laughed to lighten
themood. “Isit cool if I sit with you?”

“Of course!” Bye, bye japanese
couch.

Shifting between my work and the
far more interesting attraction beside
me, I bid my time quoting Thuci-
dides and stealing not-so-casual
casual glances in his direction, drift -
ing my corneas toward the nearest
intellectual-looking item at the sign
of any shift in his demeanor. I wasn’t
so much fascinated by his beauty
or anything of the sort at first, but I
wondered to myself: huh, what was I
going on about earlier? He’s not even
that hot —Ineed to touch some grass.

A pause. Wait. He’s actually
lowkey kind of ugly.

No, he’s cute.

Nearing eleven, he began to pack
up his items—a sole laptop and his
water bottle—intohisbag. Thelibrary
was relatively empty besides the two
of us, soon to be one.

“I love the saybrary,” I chirped,
desperate for slight conversation
besides our simple greetings. “It’s
always so quiet, and I love getting to
see everyone I know”

“Yeah, I come here like every
night,” he responded, casual in his
demeanor. “I honestly don’t really
leave Saybrook.” Good. To. Know.

The next day, I was back for round
two (#grindneverstops), locked and
loaded and with maybe a little more
mascara than the previous day. I
stood a little taller, stepping into the
silent room with a cool, calculated
air, pretending to be surprised when
Ispoke, “No way you're here again””

“Always”

I gave into a cycle, repeating these
gestures on a day-to-day basis for
weeks, opting for quiet remarks
and dainty, dimpled smiles. I hadn’t
exactly forgotten he wanted to be
a priest, but I figured there was no
shame in at least making a new
friend—especially one as kind and
funny and intelligent and gorgeous as
him. Afternoons turned to evenings
turned to Saturday nights at the Say-
brary, sitting side by side and doo-
dling away the time. I doodled notes,
words of encouragement I ripped
from my notebooks and passed to

him during particularly long intervals
of staring at the screen. I built these
puns and doodles from little facts I
gathered about his life: “you don’t
succ!” with a small cactus in a pot
because he told me he grew succu-
lents back home; abirthday card with
flowering flora and fauna for his gar-
dening aspirations; Handsome Dan
meeting the Pope because... I think
you can guess by now.

I became impatient. On an early
Tuesday evening, again on a whim
as he exited the Saybrary, I called
out, “Wait! I have a question—can
I get your number?” He turned
around, and I continued, “I'm
uhhh... actually really considering
the Religious Studies major, and
since you're, uh, the first Religious
Studies major I've met, I would love
to ask you some questions.”

A blank stare covered his face,
taking a moment’s notice to process
what I'd just asked. In simple com-
pliance, he replied, “Sure thing” No
endearing smile, no brightness in
his eyes, there was no picture-per-
fect movie moment awaiting my
courageous pursuit of his number. I
was only greeted by the same casual
countenance that graced the dining
halls and basement pathways of the
college. The disinterest radiated from
his very bones, from his straightfor-
ward texts and simple replies. Delu-
sional as I was, that didn’t stop me
fromtrying.

If his texts were dry, though,
his laughter was fertile through-
out our conversations, feeding the
seeds for my delusion. He laughed
often and openly in harmony with
my own bouts of giggles that filled
the room on empty Saturdays and
filled themselves in the crevices of
the pauses of our speech. A stupid
joke from him matched by my own
subpar pun-making. At the fall
formal, I found my rival partner in
hisridiculous jigs that matched my
godforsaken dancing.

When I saw avocados in the din-
ing hall during a Latinx Heritage
Month celebration, I gasped. Ididn’t
even like avocados, but I knew he
loved them. I watched the gua-
camole station fiercely, wonder-
ing whether he’d seen the spectacle
during his own dinner plans. Mila sat
beside me, chewing.

“Mila;” I began, “what if I just...
take those avocados?”

Her twinkling eyes betrayed her
serious stare. “I mean, I don’t think
they’ll care. Why?”

When I returned to the Saybrary
that night, I held two large, wrinkled
trophies. T held them behind my back
steadily; the grin on my face revealed
my excitement. His own eyes lit up as
Ihad never seen them, and bringing
the avocados towards his hands, he
began tohold mine.

Just for amicrocosm of a second,
Ifelt this touch in all its weight and
power—not in an electric shock,
but in a distinct, nearly uncanny
spectacle of feeling just... right. I
felt the comfort I had only felt lying
in bed, under sheets that caressed
me and peluchitos that puckered
kisses of love.

But wait, Maria! What about
the whole—you know—“want-
ing tobe a priest” thing? Isn’t that
kind of important?

Yes, it was. Though I continued
crushing on him, I had dug myself a
purgatory between puppy love and
blasphemy. Poli Sci and Religious
Studies. Religious Studies, right—
priest. Priest.

I didn’t presume I held the “rizz”
necessary to convert him away from
the Way of The Lord, nor did I wish
to: Thad met him as priest-wannabe,
and Irecognized that in no world was
it my place to come between him and
his religion. The sweet, silly Cath-
olic boy who attended mass twice a
week and prayed during every pos-
sible pause should be left on his own
to assume the priesthood, if he so
wished, to deepen his relationship to
his God and spread His Gospel.

On the other hand: I felt under-
tones of flirtiness. And after a few
weeks, I could no longer blame it on
my delusion. My friends relished
in my giddiness, interrupting my
doubts with well-crafted evidences
and instances, behaviors that proved
he was, had to be, totally and com-
pletely inlove with me.

The first time he studied in Ster-
ling was by my side. Through our

conversations, I found out that hehad
never studied in many places besides
the Saybrary; in my one semester in
college, Thad delved into more librar-
ies and study corners than he even
knew existed. So, of course, I just had
to show him the stacks.

Wehad agreed to meet at 8:00 PM
in front of Sterling. At 8:02, I stood
expectantly on the steps, overlook-
ing the mystic gothic landscape
before me in search of him. 8:07, and
he still hadn’t come. My gut sunk in
disappointment, preparing to digest
my feelings.

Why does this always happen?
Is every guy truly the same? I swear
you cannever trust anice man I mean
what even is a nice man anyway—

The buzzing of my phone inter-
rupted my grievances. Ah! “M— IM
Soccer,” or so his contact name listed
him, was calling.

“Hey, where are you?” he spoke in
awhisper.

“I’'m in front of Sterling. I've been
waiting for you”

“I don’t see you—I'm in front of
Sterling, near the couches?”

“Wait, are youinside?”

My heart breathed a sigh of relief
and somersaulted into feeling guilty
for the way I'd assumed he hadn’t
shown up. When I entered through
the carved wooden doors and passed
the security, I found him wait-
ing patiently on an armchair to the
right of the Alma Mater. His hair was
slightly wet and combed, face freshly
shaved and bright. When he caught
my eye, he jogged over apologetically
for the crime he didn’t even commit.

Nearing 11, we left our study post
in pursuit of the stacks. Floor 6M.
We rummaged through the books,
impressively pointing and search-
ing the titles before us, relishing in
the simple distractions from the ten-
sion that consumed us both until we
stood face-to-face, bodies aligned at
the end of a corridor letting out to a
window. I placed my hands carefully
behind me, but I longed to connect
with him again. Outside, students
were lining up for Hallowoads.

From the way he’s staring at me
right now, he either likes me or wants
tokill me. Otherwise, he wouldn’t be
looking into my eyes like that; I don’t
think anyone has ever looked at me
that way.

“Hey,” I emboldened. “Would you
maybe want to come to a Halloween
party withme?”

“I've never been to one. I don’t
think I have a costume,” he sheep-
ishly replied.

“Easy. What if we do a group
costume: you be Shaggy and I'll be
Velma? It'll be fun, and all you have
to do is wear a simple outfit, and
maybe just roughen up your hair
a little more” I rustled my fingers
through his hair lightly, rushing a
blush toward my cheeks that I was
glad he couldn’t see in the darkness.
He shifted toward me.

“That would be nice”

*

Ishould be clear—a group costume
is not a group costume with just two
people. That is a couple’s costume.
And I knew I had a perfectly fine
Velma outfit sitting patiently in the
back of my dresser. That night, when
I met him outside his entryway, he
looked like a vision in his worn green
shirt and slightly-too-big khaki
pants.

Inside the party, we danced with
each other in a small corner, away
from the fevered crowd and in our

own little vision of heaven where all
we had was each other and the music
coursing through our hearts, numb-
ing the nervousness that nearly sick-
ened us. I could hardly pay atten-
tion to his dancing for fear of getting
the ick, but I gazed deeply into his
eyes, dark under the red LEDs but
sweetly crinkling at their edges, gen-
tle betrayers of his secret smile.

“Hey, I have something for you. Do
you think you’d want to maybe leave
for a little bit with me?” he poised.
The thump, thump of my pulse hid
itself within the blaring music, and
my nod signaled my agreement to his
proposal.

He entered his room for less than
two minutes when I heard him run-
ning down the stairs, exasperated but
totally excited. He pulled out his arms
from behind him, revealing a small
potted plant. “I got youa succulent!”

I couldn’t hold back my excite-
ment—I ran toward him and
embraced him in a long, passionate
kiss smack dab in the center of the
Saybrook courtyard. A crowd gath-
ered around us, he tilted my frame
downwards, holding me like a tele-
novela lover and the fireworks lit up
onto the screen of my eyelids. Every-
thing around me was light, even
though my eyes were closed. A clang-
ing interrupted our world, and an
ominous voice dropped down from
the heavens. You, traitors! You have
violated the most Holy Priesthood!
You are forever banned from entering

Okay, that didn’t actually hap-
pen. Our first kiss was actually quite
quiet—the sweet, innocent ges-
tures of a first kiss, our hands cupped
around each other’s faces in the inti-
macy of my dormroom. We did break
up after a day of “dating” because
he had a religious crisis, but we have
beentogether since.

I won't say it’s been easy, despite
his good-natured spirit and kind
heart. I'm not openly religious in
the way that he is, I never attended
church before I went with him for the
first time (boy, was it a culture shock).
Still now, I struggle to understand his
religious philosophy at times, and
we bicker on subjects neither of us
intend to change our opinions of—
we’ve come to terms with compro-
mise, with embracing the hot takes
engraved onto our bones and hard-
ened still within our hearts.

I still recall the nights I spent on
0Old Campus, pacing through the
geometric sidewalks and debating
with Mila on whether he liked me or
not— “he was definitely flirting with
you,” “no, he wants to be a priest,’
“are you sure they can’t marry?”
“they definitely can’t,” “I still think
he was being sus”” I still harbor the
doubt that one day he’ll wake up,
realize he actually does want to pur-
sue priesthood, and I’ll remain right
where he left me.

But I've also learned to let myself
fall face-first intolove. I've learned to
be honest, even when I'm afraid and
vulnerable. I've learned to relish in
the warmth of his embrace without
letting it suffocate me; I've learned
tolisten to my self, my gut, my heart,
and I've learned to speak the truth
they tell me. Had I let myself remain
silent, I never would have been able
to know the love I feel today. And
though I’'mnot well versed inreligion,
that is a blessing to me.

Contact MARIAAROZAMENA at
maria.arozamena@yale.edu.

// MARIA AROZAMENA
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// BY ANNA CALKINS

I'm not known as someone
who tries — and let alone succe-
eds — to be mysterious or non-
chalant. I think that if I tried to
"play it cool," my friends would
think I had recently suffered
some serious trauma.

There is nothing secretive about
me. I share with reckless aban-
don. The password to my phone
is practically public knowledge —
it's 0000 — and I have never dela-
yed a response to someone's text in
order to give the appearance of not
caring. Sometimes I really don't
care, but I wouldn't want to forget
about the text.

I show love in many ways, often
all at once or in a janky tandem. I
tell my friends I love them before I
hang up the phone, and I throw
compliments with poor aim in
just about every direction. I com-
pliment strangers at inopportune
moments, like while jaywalking
in opposite directions, and ask
nothing in response, only that we
don’t get hit by acar.

It took me a while to rea-lize
that I wanted to be someone who
loves and likes as freely as I do
now. In my first relationship, I
told my boyfriend I would only
say "I love you" when I felt it so
strongly, I had no choice but to
say it. I worried that saying it too
much would cause the phrase to
lose its significance.

When I was younger, I didn't
tell my friends that I loved them
because I worried they might take it
the wrong way, or they might not
reciprocate  the expression.
Somewhere between ages 12 and
14, "I love you" became a taboo: a
phrase too charged with emotion
touse with just anyone.

During junior year, I retired
from shame. The pandemic kept
me away from my friends, making
me realize the importance of exp-
ressing love when I could. I didn’t
know when the next pandemic
might take me away from them
again. Now I hardly even feel
embarrassed, save when I sneeze
in the musiclibrary.

The choice to announce my fee-
lings was practically an overnight
switch. I wanted to start saying
what I meant, so I did. I started
with my friends, introducing small
gestures and phrases to let them
know I appreciate them. Now I say
I love everything, including “Suc-
cession,” which I’ve never seen.

This philosophy of caring gene-
rously all the time has been fun. I
love so many movies, dishes and
people, that just about everyw-
here I turn, there's something that
brings mejoy.

The only downside is that I have
absolutely no game. I've become a
bit too direct for flirting. I just
jump straight to loving someone,
which hasn't gone over hugely well
at Sig Chi or Zeta.

The ways that I show love are
pretty widespread. It's not just
a matter of saying it all the time.
My love for the people and things
around me manifests in many
ways. I have learned from many
years of youngest-sibling-service
that one of the quietest but most
direct ways to show love is thro-
ugh small favors. I grab an extra
snack for a friend when I can, and
I am always happy to accompany
someone on an errand or lend a
hand when it's needed.

I am a firm believer in the power
of a handwritten card. I send let-
ters to family members all the time
and never let a birthday pass wit-
hout a handmade card inscribed
with well wishes.

Itry to set aside at least an hour
for meals with the people that I
love, making space for conversa-
tion and quality time with each
other. I listen closely, and I make
mental — sometimes literal —
notes of important details I learn
about people.

I am not strategic or sly by any
means, but I don’t want to be. This
year for Valentine's Day, you can
catch me giving chocolates and
notes to all my friends, and pro-
bably some strangers, too. As long
as we’re both jaywalking.

Contact ANNA CALKINS
at anna.calkins@yale.edu.
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YALE | THE 2024 FINZI-CONTINI LECTURE

FABULAR TURN

ON LOUISE GLUCK’S
LAST THREE BOOKS

Teju Cole,
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WHITNEY The Finzi-Contini lectureship was endowed in 1990 by the
Honcrable Guido Calabresi, Judge in the U.S. Court of Appeals

tl UM‘-&!‘ITIES fior the Second Circuit, and Dr. Paul Calabresi, in memory of

CENTER their mother, Bianca Maria Finzi-Contini Calabresi, a scholar
of European literature and Professor of Italian at Albertus
Magnus College.

The event is cosponsored by The Yale Review.




