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by Caroline Chen 21

As the date of the
New England Association
of Schools and Colleges
(NEASC) accreditation visit
approaches, Amity faculty has
been preparing with vigor.

Since August 2018,
teachers and staff have been
divided into seven groups.
These standard groups each
focus on one standard for
accreditation highlighted by
NEASC.

Standard group two evalu-
ates the written and taught
curriculum. This evaluation
is based on seven main in-
dicators: purposeful design,
format, emphasis on under-
standing and application, con-
sistency between the written
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and taught curriculum, co-
ordination between depart-
ments and schools, staffing
levels and resources, and
district provisions.Faculty
chairs Tasia Kimball and
Danielle Norris and their
group have been working
to assess Amity’s success
in this standard.

Norris said, “We’re
looking at the written and
taught curriculum in all the
classes across the school in
all departments [to see if]
it has certain standards of
curriculum, essential ques-
tions, and units. We are as-
sessing where we stand as a
high school with the NEASC
rubric.”

This standard encom-
passes many areas, and com-
munication between Amity
departments has been cru-

cial. Kimball said, “We
have a cross section of every
department in the building
except for performing and
fine arts. But everybody else
we have represented. It’s been
a lot of input from differ-
ent departments and people’s
different experiences which
seem to be a broad school
experience.”

Thus far, standard group
two has completed their stan-
dard report, which includes
an assessment of whether
NEASC indicators were met.

Norris said, “We talked
about across departments,
how we are doing, [and] if we
are following what NEASC
sets apart in our standard.
We discussed funding and
budget for curriculum writing
in the summer [and] how the
school’s supplies support us
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in teaching and implement-
ing the curriculum.”

Standard group three,
with LeeAnn Browett as
the faculty chair, focuses
on instruction.

Browett said, “The group
asks, ‘Is there instruction
lined up with our core val-
ues and beliefs and what the
NEASC group thinks 21st
[century] learning is?’” The
group has completed a self-
reflection and evaluation of
the school’s instructional
performance.

“In general, we found
that Amity teachers are very
strong,” Browett added. “They
really do a lot of the skills
that were looked at. They
definitely have formative as-
sessments, look at results,
[and] make decisions based
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on that.”

Thus far, the group has
done all research and com-
pleted its standard report.
This report is comprised of
both strengths and areas for
improvement. Improvements
include more interdisciplinary
lessons and stronger efforts
to look at work from students
in other teachers’ classes.

Moving forward, standard
group three will be presenting
the instruction standard report
to the faculty to determine
if teachers agree or disagree
with the group’s findings.

In the coming weeks, stan-
dard groups two and three
will complete their evalua-
tion of where Amity stands
with NEASC’s curriculum
and instruction accreditation
standards.

Spanish Honor Society
Hosts Annual Salsa Night

by Audrey Marin 22

Members of the Amity
Spanish Honor Society held
their largest annual fundrais-
ing event, Salsa Night, on
March 1st from 7:00 to 10:00
pm. During the event, Am-
ity alumnus and professional
salsa dancer, Alisa Bowens,
taught students the art of salsa
dancing in a series of fun

Students at Salsa Night.
Photo by Ningxin Luo ’20

moves.
The Spanish Honor Soci-

ety members provided cultural
cuisine including burritos and,
of course, chips and salsa!
All students from Amity
were strongly encouraged to
attend. The Spanish Honor
Society members advertised
by handing out reminders dur-
ing lunch waves and talk-
ing students throughout the
school day. The event not
only opened students up to
cultural diversity but also
encouraged students
to try new things and
participate in their com-

munity.
Ashley Dorais ’22
said, “I thought it was
a really fun experience.
I would definitely go
again and the food was
really good. Alisa did a
great job teaching the
salsa class and making
sure that the dances were
easy enough for every-
one to do. It was was a
great activity because no
matter how experienced
you were at dancing, you
could still participate

and have fun.”

Salsa Dancer Alisa
Bowens, who owns Alisa’s
House of Salsa in New Ha-

ven, has been dancing on the
professional level for over a
decade. Her technique was
pristine, and she did a great
job allowing students to ex-
press themselves in a non-
conforming fashion.
Members of the Spanish
Honor Society were ecstatic
at the massive attendance and

“1 thought it was
a really fun experi-
ence. | would defi-
nitely go again and
the food was really
lgood,” said Ashley
Dorais “22.

enthusiasm from students.
Danielle Grosso "19 said,
“Salsa night was very fun!
We had a good turnout, and
it was great to see everyone
trying something new and
perhaps out of their comfort
zone. | think that it offers
an exciting opportunity to
interact with a culture that
many of us study in class.”
Continued on page 2

Academic Decathlon

Students

by Weiss Yuan ’21 and
Kabir Khwaja ’21

This past month, on Sat-
urday, February 23, 2019, the
annual Connecticut Academic
Decathlon States Competition
was held at Trumbull High
School. This year’s United
States Academic Decathlon
theme was “The 1960s: A
Transformational Decade.”

The Academic Decath-
lon Competition has 10 total
events that everyone par-
ticipates in. These include
Art, Literature, Economics,
Mathematics, Music, Science,

Compete

in every division, as well as
overall, with Gold, Silver, and
Bronze medals. In addition,
schools are able to send Al-

Social Science, Essay, gcholastic Division Participates

Speech, and Interview.

In addition to these
testing events, the com-
petition also tries to create
an inclusive environment.
Schools send a diverse team
of members with a myriad
of individual strengths. To
achieve this diversity, a com-
plete team must consist of
members in three different
divisions: Honors (3.750 -
4.00 GPA), Scholastic (3.00
- 3.749 GPA), and Varsity
(0.00 - 2.999 GPA).

Awards are given based
off of the top three scores

in the Super Quiz.

Contributed by Mo Anumolu ‘19

ternates who have their own
division in which medals are
handed out. At the end of the
competition day, when tests,
speeches, and interviews are
completed, there is a “Super-
Quiz” where schools send team
members from the different
divisions to solve multiple
choice challenges in front
of a live audience that is
cheering them on.

Continued on page 2
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Spanish Honor Society

NEWS

Hosts

Annual Salsa Night

Continued from page 1

Students who prove ex-
emplary in the Spanish lan-
guage are admitted into the
Spanish Honor Society at
Amity. It is a national orga-
nization devoted to spread-
ing Spanish culture in local
communities. Their motto is
“iTodos a Una!”, meaning
“All in one!”

Grosso *19 said, “My ex-
perience has been incredibly
rewarding, and the Spanish
National Honor Society has
afforded me numerous oppor-
tunities to meet new people,
enhance my understanding

of culture,
and im-
prove my
language
skills.
I’m proud
of what
we’ve
accom-
plished
this year in
our visits
to the Fair
Haven school,
our collection
drives, and our fundraisers.”
Evidently, Salsa Night
opened students up to culture

Sefioras Mirci and Potter dance away.
Photo by Ningxin Luo’20

and new experiences, pro-
viding leadership opportuni-
ties to seniors in the Spanish
Honor Society.

Marine Biology Club Spreads
Awareness through Sculpture

by Evan Hollander *20

The Marine Biology
Club has been awarded a
substantial grant to undertake
a project which will spread
awareness about the need
for recycling. The grant,
which amounts to $1000,
was given to the club by
the Jamie A. Hulley Arts
Foundation and presented
by Mr. Fred Hulley.

With the funds, a roughly
four- or five-foot sculpture
will be fabricated out of recy-
cled plastics, such as bottles,
lids, and bubble wrap. The
figure will be supported by
a mixed wooden and wire
frame, which has already
been constructed.

The sculpture will
depict a sea turtle, to call
attention to the plastic pol-
lution in the world’s oceans,
which can be deadly to marine
animals. The plastic recy-
clables will form the details
of the animal, namely the
flippers, head and face, tail,
and shell.

Harrison Blume 19,
who takes the Marine Biol-
ogy Course taught by Valerie
Cournoyer, is excited about
the project and believes it
will teach about a critical
issue. “If you eat seafood,
you’re going to be eating
plastics, because it’s in our
fish,” said Blume.

Cournoyer, a Marine
Biology teacher and faculty
advisor to the Marine Biology

Club, said, “Students will
work on the figure during
class periods as well as dur-
ing after-school sessions.”
All Amity students are also
invited to help the construc-
tion on Thursdays after school
in Room 271, through April
25. The first meeting, which
was scheduled for March 21,
was designated for planning.

Once the large sculpture
is completed, it will be put
on display during outreach
events at the high school.
Students and staff may soon
see the sculpture at STEAM
Day, the Art Slam, and on
Earth Day.

The creators hope to
engage the community to
help the environment and
prevent further pollution by
reducing, reusing, and recy-
cling plastic packaging. They
were inspired by the Washed
Ashore Project, a non-profit
organization which, according
to their website, is dedicated
“to educat[ing] our global
audience about plastic pol-
lution in our oceans.”

The organization con-
structs plastic-waste figures,
like the one the Marine Biol-
ogy Club is planning. These
are currently on display at
Disney’s Epcot and the Smith-
sonian National Museum of
Natural History, as well as
other venues.

The Marine Biology
Club is also hoping to host a
Plastics in the Ocean Aware-
ness Week, which, pending
approval, will take place April

22-26—coinciding with Earth
Day. That week, the club
will be holding activities
and have products, like reus-
able shopping bags, recycled
products, and stickers for
computers. There will also be
educational activities to teach
about alternatives to single-
use plastic and how ocean
currents, known as gyres,
transport oceanic garbage
to garbage patches, which
are large floating bodies of
debris.

Sydney Reiner ’20, an-
other student in Cournoyer’s
class, said, “The plastics is-
sue is one [with] detrimental
impact to everyone on this
planet. Our goal with this
project is to spread aware-
ness and encourage people
to take initiatives.”

Reiner also worked with
Cecilia Livingston *20 and
Hanna Brochinsky ’20 to
raise awareness of reusable
bags instead of plastic ones.

“We held an art com-
petition for artists to send
us a drawing/painting that
spreads awareness about the
plastics issue, and we will
put the winning piece on
our community-wide reus-
able bags that we will be
selling,” Reiner said.

Thanks to the finan-
cial support of the Jamie
A. Hulley Arts Foundation,
The Marine Biology Club’s
sculpture will help educate
the Amity community about
the growing concern of plas-
tics in our oceans.
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Academic Decathlon
Students Compete

Continued from page 1

Amity’s Academic Decath-
lon Club was founded back in
2015 with Ananya Kachru *18,
Samantha Fleischman 18, and
Mounisha Anumolu *19. Since
then, Amity has attended the
annual Connecticut Academic
Decathlon State Competition
every year. Anumolu is cur-
rently co-captain of the club
with Neha Sudhir "19.

Anumolu said, “As a co-
founder and captain of Aca-
demic Decathlon for the last
four years, it’s been really cool
to see something that I helped
build from the ground up grow
into an amazing organization
with so much passion and talent
from the kids involved.”

At this year’s state competi-
tion, Amity sent 15 students, six
of whom were on the team, and
nine of whom were Alternates.
In total, Amity students won 48
of 140 medals awarded there.

Wendy Zhang 21 said,
“There’s always something for
everyone at [Academic Decath-
lon]. There’s so many differ-
ent subjects and skills to learn
about and improve upon, which
is why | enjoyed the competi-
tion. This year’s theme was the

Arnav Paliwal ’21 and
Nikhil Mali *21 both found
the competition fun, though
stressful at times. They felt
that even though it took a lot
of preparation, the results were
definitely rewarding.

Eveleen Jiang "22 said, “The
experience was fantastic and
fun, and [the competition] was
a great way to experience all
the different subjects and bet-
ter my public speaking skills.”

Jiang added that the various
speeches helped her to under-
stand how important it is to be
unafraid of putting yourself in
front of people and expressing
your ideas.

Danielle Lee 20 found that
along with having fun, she met
a lot of new people that she
wouldn’t have gotten to know
otherwise.

Lee said, “It was the com-
petition that we were looking
forward to all year, and thanks
to everyone’s hard work, we
did well.”

She especially felt that
Academic Decathlon let her
meet freshmen and share her
experiences to help them.

Amity practiced and
prepared for this year’s State
Competition since the previous

Students at the competition

1960s, and |
look forward
to next year’s theme.”

Many of the students who
attended this year also through
it was a great experience and
really value how there are so
many subjects that everyone
participates in.

Allison Su "21 said, “To do
well in the tests, a lot of studying
has to go into it, but you don’t
have to study for all seven of
them. It’s best to choose two
or three to focus on.”

Contributed by Mo Anumolu’19

summer and
created study
guides for the club, participated
in presentations to teach other
club members, and worked to-
gether to help learn the material.

Next year’s theme will be
“In Sickness and in Health: An
Exploration of IlIness and Well-
ness,” and the club is always
looking for new members and
encourages anyone willing to
pursue knowledge and fun com-
petition to join.
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An Examination of a Packed
Democratic Presidential Field

Continued from page 3

-tion with socialism
make him too much of a
target from other candi-
dates on both sides of the
aisle. He is too far to the
left to win over anyone
with even mildly conserva-
tive economic views, and
some of his broad ideas are
completely unrealistic and
unattainable.

Sanders is what some
might call a *“one-trick
pony,” as he almost obses-
sively focuses on one is-
sue—economic inequality.

During the 2016 Presiden-
tial Election, he faltered
when asked about foreign
policy, which is quite tell-
ing about his priorities and
plans for the presidency.
His fixation on the econ-
omy has taken priority
for him, and he evidently
has not put nearly enough
thought into other vital is-
sues.

The president must
be well-rounded and have
plans for all important is-
sues, beyond only domes-
tic economic matters.

There are certainly

Democrats who desire rad-
ical change but are uncer-
tain of Sanders’ ability to
lead. For these voters, Eliz-
abeth Warren may be the
best choice. Many would
agree that out of all of the
presidentail candidates,
she has the most detailed,
thought-out, and bold pol-
icy ideas.

Her ideas are intrigu-
ing and well-developed.
Her ideas for strong cor-
porate regulation and a
wealth tax are new and
exciting, though easily
criticized by traditionalists

for that very reason. If she
plays her cards right, she
may be able to find com-
mon ground between many
Democrats.

Worryingly, some
popular Democratic candi-
dates share key aspects of
some of Donald Trump’s
worst qualities as presi-
dent.

In his long career as a
politician, Biden has made
many mistakes for which
he is yet to apologize.

O’Rourke may be too
inexperienced to be the
leader of the free world.

Sanders is incredibly fo-
cused on policies that
would not be effective or
feasible.

Of course, one must
not forget that there are a
multitude of Democratic
candidates for this upcom-
ing election, as the afore-
mentioned people are not
the only options.

No candidate is with-
out faults, but Democratic
voters must not be divided
as they were in 2016 if they
hope for a president who
will represent their values
and beliefs.

This month’s crossword puzzle was made by Matthew

Aferzon ’20. Thanks to him for making this incredibly

difficult puzzle, and good luck to all of our readers!

Congratulations to Billy McKeon 19 and
Matt Sturtevant ’21 for being the first to
complete the February 2019 crossword!
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Students MaPP Pi
Day Competition

by Allison Su "21

Pi Day is extremely exciting
to those who are familiar with the
irrational number. Twenty-four
students from Amity participated
in Southern Connecticut State
University’s Mathematical Puzzle
Programs (MaPP) Competition.
This competition was held on
March 14th.

Amity students brought
three teams, each of which was-
comprised of eight people. These
teams competed against fourteen
other teams from various local
high schools.

This competition involved
eleven math-related puzzles and
logic challenges which were
unlocked when students went to
specific places on SCSU’s cam-
pus, much like a scavenger hunt

Julie Fleischman ‘19, Am-
ity’s math team captain, helped
organize this event in conjunc-
tion with Mu Alpha Theta (Math
Honor Society) advisor, Joycelyn
Romero.

Fleischman said, “I thought
there might be interest beyond
Mu Alpha Theta, so | went into
calculus classes to try to convince
people to come, and I advertised
it at math team as well.”

In the end, she was able
to get enough people for three
teams. Amity made their way
to the top of this competition
when the team of eight seniors,
including Fleischman 19, won.

They received a plaque and
t-shirts. Another team, consist-

ing of sophomores, including
Wendy Zhang ‘21 and Arnav
Paliwal ‘21, placed third in the
competition.

“My favorite part was when
we were trying to find the solu-
tion to the hidden puzzle,” said
Fleischman. “We finally discovered
a secret solution which told us
exactly what the answer was. It
was a completely shocking and
incredible moment.”

Similarly, Paliwal expressed
that he enjoyed that moment
where his team would discover
or realize an answer to a clue they
had been working very hard on.

“We solved math questions
based on ideas in college math,
like graph theory,” said Danielle
Lee “20.

“I loved how they incor-
porated college math ideas into
the problems in an approachable
way, not involving terrifying math
jargon... I thought it was really
interesting that they incorporated
a physical portion for a math
competition,” Lee added.

MaPP was a unique experi-
ence for Amity’s math students and
unlike any other math competition,
such as the AMC 10 and AMC
12. Those math competitions are
much more standardized and are
completed individually.

This compeitition was more
interactive and engaged students
from all different grades. Fleis-
chman also suggests, “Even if
you don’t consider yourself a
classic ‘mathy’ person, this is a
different type of team problem
solving that’s really fun.”
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Science Bowl Club Attends
Tournament for First Time

by Tracy Lu ’20

Amity Science Bowl Club
recently competed at the annual
Science Bowl tournament at
UConn. This is a buzzer competi-
tion where groups of five students
try to be the first team to answer
questions on biology, physics,
earth and space,
energy, chemistry,
and mathematics.
The tournament
was held on March
3rd.

The club
meets weekly to
read textbooks
on various topics,
take notes, and
conduct practice
rounds.

This is the
first year of the
club’s existance at
Amity High School.
Many of its mem-
bers participated in
science bowl in middle school,
which is why they were inspired
to continue this activity in high
school by starting the club.

All of the students’ prepara-
tion is for the annual tournament.
On February 22, the team had a
scrimmage to prepare students
before the competition.

The culb advisors are Catherine
Piscitelli and Deborah Best. The
teachers have both had several
of the culb’s members in the
past, and Piscitelli is the Scienc
Research Program advisor.

Amity brought two teams
comprised of sophomores to the
event. After having breakfast at
UConn, teams competed in five
rounds of question answering.
Students collaborated within
their teams in order to answer
accurately and quickly.

“It was challenging since
we were some of the only sopho-

Amity’s Science Bowl Club members at
UConn on Tournament Day
Photo courtesy of Catherine Piscitelli

mores there, but the competition
itself was exciting,” said Wendy
Zhang, a student that attended.
“In the first few rounds, we were
hesitant to buzz in, but we got
more comfortable and confident
as the day progressed,” said
Wendy Zhang ‘21.

In the afternoon, the com-
petition held the second round
of questions where the top 16
teams competed to win a spot
at nationals. Neither Amity team
made it to this round, but the
students are determined and

optimistic for next year.

Co-captain Peter Scully
’21 said, “I really enjoyed the
competition, even if we didn’t do
the best, it was a great experience
and we’re already preparing for
next year.”

Another club member, Al-
lison Su’21, added that questions
on content taught in AP classes

were difficult for
the team, and said
that they hope to do
better next year as
many of them will
be taking new and
different science
courses.

For their first
time competing, our
teams did a great
job and I believe
they learned a lot
from the experi-
ence and watching

other teams competed,”
said Piscitelli.

The club is currently
planning fundraising events
to make future improvements to
the club, such as purchasing new
buzzers for practices.

“Science Bowl is really fun
even though it’s also hard since
it covers all topics of science and
includes topics we aren’t taught
in class, like astronomy,” said Su.

Arnav Paliwal *21, co-captain,
shared that this club provides a
great opportunity to explore the
sciences. Overall, the competition
gave the students a chance to learn
new concepts and demonstrate
their scientific knowledge.

Amity Freshman Wins Writing Award
Story To Be Published in Connecticut Student Writers (CSW) Magazine

Zachary Garfinkle, a fresh-
man at Amity, submitted his
original short story, “Matthew
5:17,” to the Connecticut Stu-
dent Writers (CSW) Magazine.

His piece was selected
for publication in the 31st is-
sue of the magazine. The sub-
mission was judged by volun-
teer teachers across the state.

The piece was chosen from
over 1,800 entries throughout
Connecticut and will be pub-
lished by the Connecticut Writ-
ing Project (CWP) at Storrs.

Printed below is the first
half  of “Matthew 5:17.”
Congratulations to Zachary!

Matthew 5:17

Jacob was fated to open
the door the moment that bullet
entered his father’s skull. On
the night of reckoning, he was
full of the same righteous anger
that had fueled him for over
two decades. The fury had kept
him faithful and tethered to his
daunting goal. No earthly force
could have prevented him from
achieving his aim; his hunger
for vengeance transcended all
natural obstacles in life. Jacob
wondered incredulously if he
could be under the protection of
a god that had seemingly long
abandoned him.

His father had been a pious
man. A4 lot of good that did him,

Jacob thought bitterly. Though
Jacob had been young when his
only parent was murdered, he
had vivid memories of clasping
hands in prayer between rows
of pews. He had always felt
welcome in the Church of New
Brunswick; the congregation had
cared for Jacob like a second
family, especially after the loss
of his father. He felt a guilty pang
in his stomach, remembering
his abandonment of the church.
Despite their fervent efforts, the
churchgoers could not restore his
faith in a god who let his most
devoted followers die young,
and he decided to leave for good.

As he gazed at the house,
Jacob longed for what had been
his. The dilapidated porch creaked
under Jacob’s feet. To his surprise,
the front door was unlocked.
Stepping inside, he was greeted
by the unwelcoming buzzing of
nocturnal insects. Jacob hesitantly
tiptoed across the shifting floor-
boards and into a dimly lit room.

His eyes immediately moved
toward an elderly man slumped in
ablood-red armchair. The object
of Jacob’s focused hatred sat there
sleeping without a care in the world.

“Merkis,” snarled Jacob.
The old man awoke with a start,
his eyes darting around the clut-
tered room wildly in an attempt
to locate the source of this sound.
His eyes focused on Jacob and

widened fearfully in recognition. He
pointed a shaking finger at Jacob.

“You’re his child,” Merkis
stated undoubtedly, though Jacob
noticed the tremor in his voice.
The old man had likely been
dreading this moment for decades,
always having to look over his
shoulder. Good, thought Jacob.

“Three hundred dollars
doesn’t get you very far, does
it?” sneered Jacob, barely con-
taining his anger. He clenched
his fist. “Was it worth 1t?”

The old man, now standing,
shook his head submissively.
Jacob irritably wished that he
would talk. In Jacob’s mind,
his father’s killer had been pre-
served at forty. It felt strange to
antagonize an old man. Merkis’
hair was as white and thin as the
cobwebs that overlaid the walls.

Despite his rage, Jacob felt
disconcerted, gazing upon his
surroundings. Jacob’s apart-
ment, infamous for its roach
problem, seemed heavenly in
comparison to Merkis’ living
arrangements. Numerous wine
bottles were piled haphazardly in
the corner. Merkis evidently lived
alone, accompanied only by his
roommates of the rodent variety.

Both feared to bridge the
empty silence. Though Jacob had
planned and eagerly anticipated
this moment for decades, he felt
lost and unprepared. Both men

blinked anxiously and rapidly
at each other as if they were
communicating via morse code
during the silence.

“After all these years, |
finally found you,” said Jacob.
Merkis’ hands shook uncontrol-
lably as the stress inflamed his
arthritis. Jacob paced agitatedly
around the room.

“I still can’t believe you
weren’t convicted,” Jacob began to
rant. “You walked free while my
father paid the price. For what?
Afew hundred bucks?” Thinking
back to his days in Bible school,
Jacob was reminded of the story
of Jesus’ death; like Judas and
Jesus, Merkis had orchestrated
a good man’s death for a small
sum of money.

“I'm sorry,” Merkis apolo-
gized feebly and ineffectively.
To Jacob, Merkis’ sincerity was
questionable at best.

“The rodents in this house
should be disgusted that they have
to share a home with vermin like
you.” As if his own hateful words
were exacerbating his rage, he
became overcome with anger and
he spat in Merkis’ face.

The old man flinched nitially,
and then quietly wiped the spit off
of his cheek. Jacob’s expression
of loathing morphed into one of
confusion. There was no retalia-
tion, no indignation; Jacob real-
ized that all of Merkis’ pugnacity

had been long gone. He was a
broken-down shell of his former
reckless, criminal youth. Jacob
was now approximately the age
Merkis had been when he killed
Jacob’s father; the murderous
cycle continued to turn.

“Have you kept the murder
weapon?” interrogated Jacob.
Merkis nodded meekly. At Ja-
cob’s orders, he walked over
to a cabinet in the kitchen. He
removed a small, cold metal safe,
dusty from disuse, and placed it
on the counter.

“Open it,” Jacob demanded,
deliberately staring intently at a
spot on Merkis’ forehead. Jacob
feared that if he made eye contact,
his mission would be impossible.
He felt his resolve weaken with
every passing moment. The old
man regarded him with a look
of pity. This infuriated Jacob,
temporarily vanquishing any
feelings of sympathy; how dare
Merkis pity him? He was in no
position to do so.

“This won’t bring your father
back,” Merkis told him mourn-
fully before inputting the code.
“Take it from me... this will only
bring ruin.” Jacob forcibly shoved
him to the side to grab the pistol.

The remainder of this piece
will be published in the May
edition of The Trident.



6 TRIDENT

HUMANS
Drawing Inspiration from a project

ton entitled “Humans of New York,” the Humans of Amity project has been taken up b
Payton Grande “19. This effort displays diversity and shares stories in our community. The
project is run entirely through an Instagram account, @humansofamityhigh, where she
posts images captioned with an explanation of the specific person or people from the Amit
community who is pictured. Originally, the account began under another student, but once
they graduated, it was revived by Grande.
Offering insight into members of the school community whom others may not know,

these simple captioned photos allow individuals to speak their mind and share comments

ith the general public. The Humans of Amity project has brought people together by al-
lowing peers to see a snapshot into the lives of those who may be complete strangers to us;
It allows us to remember that despite all of our differences, we are all human.

e Amity community Inspires me that there are

always people there who have your back. | came get to see students all the way trom _

from a society where there weren’t many people 12th grade, figuring out what they want to do wit

who inspired me. Being here changed my mindse heir lives, figuring out their careers, and seeing the

and | can see myself being successful.” - Devanio growth. It is really rewarding to see that I’ve helped

Wheatley "21 hem shape their future.” - Courtney Campbell, school
counselor

We weren’t close prior to this year, but now we’ve
become closer. Since the third week of school, we’ve
gone every A day during early dismissal to grab lunch
at Blue Check and talk in Sam’s car. We’ve helped

ove working with the students, It’s that simple. each other talk about colleges (Indiana U and Colby)
here almost 30 years now. I’ve worked in the main office, the and everything else. We are happy to have become

district office, and even the career center for a short while. | better friends.” - Jack Pletter *19 and Sam Scheps 19
like being here in the library helping students, | enjoy com-

ing to work everyday, and | work in the nicest room in the

building!” -Sue Criscuolo, administrative assistant
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Amity has given me many opportu-
nities to find what I’m interested in. |
joined science research and found m
passion in science. I’ve met people

orchestra. We’re good friends even though
e’re three grades apart.” - Liam Tassiello

here. It’s a very welcoming communi-
22 and Jared Beltz "19 y J

ho share the same interests and pas-

sions as me. It has always been a sup-

portive community for me, and | ge

to have some real lab experiences and

am exposed to the life of a research-
- Jody Liu ’20

Ike working at Amity
it is a comfortable working atmo-
sphere. Everybody that | work with
here gets along. I’ve been here for
nine years, and I’ve never seen an
argument between any of us. There’s
a lot of mutual respect between our
quys.” -Bogdan Amenda, custodian

ave you ever the quote,
‘Friendship isn’t about who you’ve
known the longest. It’s about who
came and never left your side”? Be-
cause this is about us! We all met each
other at different times, but we got
really close this year in Marine Biol-
ogy! So since Marine Bio started we
all now have each other and we are
super grateful that we took this class.

e could not have been luckier to
have made a bond that will last for so
long!” - Sydney Reiner 20, Hanna
Brochinsky ’20, and Cecilia Livings-
ton ‘20

normally, and my brother has two
hat he uses as well, and we have
around thirty other Rubik’s cubes
hich we use for teaching others. |
like solving Rubik’s cubes because it
eaches me to concentrate and thin
aster than 1 usually need to. M

seconds. | think my favorite part of
solving Rubik’s cubes is getting bet-
er at fixing yourself after messing
up because that’s important espe-
cially when solving Rubik’s cubes-
because if you mess up, you’re not
going to get very far.” - Andrei Al-
exandrov ‘21

ove the way the entire Amity com-
munity supports our incredible uni-
.’ - Besti Grace, physical

ty. All of the teachers have been really
nice even if | don’t know their names. |
think the students are incredibly polite,
and I’ve been in the teaching business
for a very long time. That really struck

me.” - Beth Heiss, testing center

y tavorite quote IS
owned.

uccess Isn
It’s leased. And rent is due

mates last a lifetime.” - Mason Be-
audette *22 and Shyam Viswanathan
21

Amity means friendship
- Emma Lindskog ’22, Audrey Marin
'22, Ava Chomiak 22, and Ava Gross
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A Backstage Look Into
Catch Me If You Can

by Jessica Miner ‘20

Amity Creative
Theater is in the midst
of preparation for their
spring musical, Catch Me
If You Can. The show
will premiere April 5th,
at Amity High School,
and will be performed
for a special five nights.

The production
gives students a creative
outlet where talents can
be showcased both on and
off stage. Julie Chevan, a
teacher at Amity, is work-
ing alongside  director
Robert Kennedy Kennedy,
set and lighting manag-
ers, as well as volunteer
students to create the cos-
tumes that will be worn in
the show.

All hands are on
deck to ensure audiences are
able to take off with the crew
in, Catch Me If You Can.
While the performers are
working each day to perfect
lines, dances, and countless
scenes, backstage volunteers
are preparing lights, sets,
and costumes to ensure that
the musical runs smoothly.

Although audiences
often overlook the intense
work that is put in behind
the scenes, Chevan reminds
that, “without the back-
stage people, actors would

just be crazy naked people
screaming in a dark room.”

She notes that cos-
tumes are an essential piece
of a production that help tell
the story. They determine
who a character is, estab-
lish setting, and can even
convey emotions or moods.

“A good costume
helps the audience become
involved in the world we
are creating” said Blythe
Reis ‘20, who has taken part
in six school shows. She
says that audiences would
have a hard time determin-
ing which character is be-
ing played without them.

More than half of
the costumes worn in each
Amity musical are hand-
made by volunteer stu-
dents. Barely any of the
outfits are bought or rent-
ed, due to the committed
artists who seek to show-
case their talents off stage.

Managers must cre-
atively envision what each
character will be wear-
ing, by noting the script,
in order to determine what
costumes will look like.
“The costumes bring new
life into the show and el-
evates the energy,” said
Aoi Tischer ‘20, who is a
part of this year’s musical.
Colors and fabrics for the
costumes are often dis-
cussed with set and lighting
directors to find colors that

will create the best contrast
between the set, the ac-
tors, and the lights. Chevan
explains that the costume
volunteers are very dedi-
cated to not only crafting
the costumes but also run-
ning the show. The students
help with quick changes
and costume organization
backstage throughout the
production to ensure the
show will run smoothly.

Not only do cos-
tumes benefit audiences,
but actors too. Reis explains
that “being able to step
into that characters world,
especially by wearing the
clothes they wear, is help-
ful to become that person.”
Actors enjoy costumes just
as much as the audience
does. Costumes add to not
only the character, but also
the fun in the show. “When
they come to their fittings
they get so excited,” Che-
van explains. “It just adds
to them feeling like that
character, it adds to the re-
ality of the experience.”

As rehearsals end,
the show begins to come to
life. Tickets are on sale now
for each of the five showings
of Catch Me If You Can. To
experience the music, the
fun, and especially the cos-
tumes of the musical, come
to the show! Join the world
of performance with Amity
Creative Theater this April.

Congrats to Shakespeare Winners!

On February 26th, after winning Amity’s Shakespeare Speaking Contest, Lilli Querker
‘19 and Talya Braverman “20 took the next step by attending the statewide Shakespeare
Speaking Competition at Sacred Heart University. Querker performed a monologue by
Luciana in The Comedy of Errors, along with Sonnet 94. She was awarded second place.
Braverman performed Joan of Arc’s monologue from Henry VI Pt. 1 and Sonnet 113.
Congrats to both of them on this wonderful accomplishment!

Lilli Querker (bottom right) and Talya Braverman (bottom center)

Photo by Julie Chevan
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Jake Halpern
Finds His
Passion

by Kayla Dixon ‘19

Jake Halpern, a
journalist for the New
York Times, spoke with
students from Amity Re-
gional High School about
his career journey on
Tuesday, March 12th,
in the media center. He
shared many stories about
his first dream job, living
around the world, meeting
his great uncle who sur-
vived the Holocaust, and
deciding his path in life.

In his presenta-
tion, Halpern told stu-
dents that while in col-
lege, he had his mind set
on being a lawyer. How-
ever, once he stepped foot
in an LSATS Prep class,
he realized he didn’t
have a genuine reason
for becoming a lawyer.

Halpern said, “I
thought that’s what |
wanted in life,” but he
came to see that law
school wasn’t for him.

After taking a job
at a legal newspaper com-
pany and summarizing
court decisions, Halpern
found he was miserable.

Halpern com-
mented that he * need-
ed to get the hell out of
th[at] place,” and he got
a job teaching English
at the American Inter-
national School in Is-
rael. He moved back
to the United States a
few years later and fi-
nally figured out what he
wanted to do.

“l want to be a story-
teller,” he said to students.
While studying abroad
in Prague and writ-
ing a screenplay in his
20s, Halpern explained
how he was in awe of
the culture, the scen-
ery, and everything
that surrounded him.
During his time in
Prague, Halpern dis-
covered that his great
uncle’s best friend, Joe
Garray, was a Holo-
caust survivor. He flew
to a small town in Slo-

vakia and met with him.
After listening to Gar-
ray’s experience, Halpern
said, “I was lit up inside
from what | was told.” He
realized he immediately
wanted to tell that story.
In the fall of 2016,
he learned about a fam-
ily of refugees from
Syria that was supposed
to move to Indiana but
ended up in Connecticut,
giving Halpern an idea
for a cartoon with a story
about the refugee family.
As he interviewed them,
what he heard was dev-
astating. The father, who
had been sent to a deten-
tion center and tortured,
wanted people to know
the truth of what actual-
ly happened in Syria.
This cartoon, pub-
lished in the New York
Times, earned Halpern
the Pulitzer Prize in 2018.
Regarding how he gets
inspiration for his books
and his cartoons, Halp-
ern said, “I always start
with a story that catch-
es interest. Something
that someone would be
interested in reading.”
He explained how
he has to dig for more
and more information
until he gets the right
information for the per-
fect story, adding that
most of his stories come
from word of mouth.
Such stories have result-
ed in numerous novels
and journalistic articles.
One piece of ad-
vice Halpern said he
would give to a high
school student interested
in pursuing a journalism
careeris, “You have to tell
stories in as many differ-
ent formats as possible.”
Halpern explained
that since technology is so
popular now, using mul-
timedia platforms will be
useful for the caree, and
being skilled in different
aspects will help students
get to where they want
to be. By exploring your
interests, students can
find their true passion.
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Unified Theatre
Performs “Seasons of Us”
Students Showcase Success

by Sydney Reiner ‘20

Crisp leaves, glit-
tering snowballs, bril-
liant flowers, as well as
the vibrant sun are all
things one could find at
the Unified Theatre Show.

On March 1st, ea-
ger audience members
herded into the Black
Box at 6 pm, to wit-
ness this year’s produc-
tion “Seasons of Us.”
The performance was
divided into four differ-
ent sections, each one
capturing the Unified
Theatre members’ favor-
ite aspect of each season.

To begin, Uni-
fied Theatre member,
Andrew  Serrano ‘20,

introduced the entire
cast, and kickstarted
the event with a song.

When he was
asked about being in the
show and having the op-
portunity to express his
creativity Serrano said,
“It was so much fun!”

Within the perfor-
mance, the actors took
the audience through a
whole year, transform-
ing the black box into
the specified season.

The show was
completely student pro-
duced, with all the cast
members making the
props as well as writ-
ing the script. The many
elaborate props, included
snowballs, a tv screen,
a bright sun, and many

other impressive items.

Allyson Wuerth, an
English teacher who co-
advises the Unified The-
atre Club along with fel-
low English teacher Jeni
Bonaldo, said “I was real-
ly impressed with the level
of student involvement.”

The play concluded
with a rendition of “Sea-
sons of Love,” from the
critically acclaimed musi-
cal, Rent, which the audi-
ence eagerly joined in to.

Altogether, the
production was one that is
very impressive and gave
students the opportunity
to become leaders and ac-
tors, both on and off the
stage, and truly sheds a
light on all students’ abil-
ity to showcase success. .

TRIDENT 9

Open Mic Night:
A Platform for
Students’
Creativity

by Natalie Prinz ‘20

Last Friday night
on March 22nd, the Amity
community came together
in the cafeteria to partici-
pate in open mic night.
There was singing, musi-
cians, stories, and even
stand up comedy.

Students and teach-
ers alike got to showcase
their variety of amazing
talents. Countless brave
students took the stage and
released their creativity.

One of the notable
performances was English
teacher, Christian Allard
playing guitar, with his
rendition of John Mayer’s
“Why Did You Mess with
Forever,” along with cre-
ative writing teacher, Jeni
Bonaldo, who read a heart-
breaking poem about her
female students.

Rhea Dey ‘20 at-
tended the event and said,
“It was amazing how all
those kids were able to
show their talents. It takes

a lot of courage to go up
there!”

As a bonus, the
2019-2020 OBOA book
was announced during
Open Mic Night!

Itwas live streamed
on the Amity Instagram, as
students of the OBOA club
read aloud a poem that
ended with the big reveal:
Dear Evan Hansen is the
2019-2020 OBOA book!

The poem was sure
to explain that if the book
you voted for did not win,
you can still read The Run-
ning Dream by checking it
out of the library.

Open Mic Night
ended with a array of
snacks. Summing it up,
Ella Marin ‘20 said, “The
night was an inspiring ex-
perience filled with incred-
ible performances.”

Open Mic Night
was truly an amazing at-
mosphere of of encourage-
ment and happiness that
was accompanied by many
talented and courageous
acts.

Save the Date!

The Spring Musical will be
playing on April Sth, 6th,
11th, 12th, and 13th.
Make sure to get your
tickets!
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