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argue before a federal print%\.HYLQ=KDRµ
ing judge to justify the use
of paper. B. Bertha Hagani
After massive protests ’18 a student at the school,
and picketing from the high took her case before the Suschool population regarding preme Printing Court regarding
WKHGLI¿FXOW\LQSULQWLQJWKH printing sheet music for band
administration has revealed class, only be shot down in
that institutions nationwide a 9-0 ruling. Supreme Court
have been mandated by the Justice Inky Saver wrote the
EPA to save trees, reported majority opinion, consisting
by the agency to be living be- of a single word, “No”, etched
ings capable of thought while onto a small shard of recycled
only being able to understand scrap metal.
knock-knock jokes.
While creating considerInitial concerns with print- abletrouble printing, the EPA
ing originated with the Sci- UHOHDVHGDQRI¿FLDOVWDWHPHQW
ence Research class, which justifying the tight restrictions,
was reported to have printed stating that “Paper was invented
off 10,000 sheets of paper by the Egyptians as a means
within 57 minutes, equivalent of making early American into what would be destroying dustry less competitive.
the entire Amazonian jungle
Cutting down on printin 10 hours.
ing will allow a two dollar
While the EPA’s mandate increase in military spending”.
predicts to save 10 trees over Yet progress has been made in
the course of a thousand years, the recent weeks with federal
high schoolers face multiple printing regulations. As a reissues with printing. Students, sult of the Tree Lives Matter
who were initially able to print movement and the Ink Tax
documents within a couple Boycott, more paper has been
minutes, must now register supplied to schools, resulting
for a permit to print, make in only a 29 minute waiting
their own paper and ink, and queue for printing.
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Recently, a mass
exodus was reported outside
of the Media Center. It is rumored that the major back-up
was due to the sheer amount of
students who “just don’t get”
the new-fangled FOLLOW
ME printing system instituted
school-wide.
The images taken in
by bystanders were that of
overpopulated-cattle farms,
each student progressively becoming uncomfortably familiar with their comrades left,
right, and center.
Unfortunately,
the
standard hinges of the media
center doors were, understandably, not built to withstand
such a rapidly increasing occupancy.
Soon after one o’clock
Eastern daylight time, the
hinges on each Media Center
door gave way, buckling under
the pressure of approximately
800 perspective printers who
were pressed up against their
metal handles.
“Like the bursting
of a water main,” began one

source.
“Each and every student once occupying the Media Center was eventually
ÀXQJIURPWKHPHGLDFHQWHUDW
the velocity of a speeding bullet.”
“Those who were
lucky enough to not get trampled,” said another source,
“escaped with only minor cuts
and bruises.”
The “tsunami of students,” as one onlooker called
it, left nothing in its path.
Everything from the
center tables and the rows of

computers to the American
ÀDJ DQG WKH VKHOYHV RI ERRNV
were utterly ruined.
If one was not aware
of what had occurred, they
may have even called it a warzone.
On the bright side of
all this, the many resource
rooms sprinkled throughout the school building have
stepped up and are granting
asylum to any displaced students who wish to revert back
to their old, comfortable, and
supposedly antiquated method
of printing.

1HZ6FKRRO:LGH$VVHVVPHQWRQ)ROORZ0H3ULQWHU,QVWUXFWLRQV
%\-XOLD1DGHOPDQQµ
Mandatory school wide
assignments are not unfamiliar to the Amity community.
As a matter of fact, a large
emphasis on this school year
has been creating a school
unity, where all students are
exposed to the same concepts and ideas, allowing
them to feel like a part of
a kind, productive Amity
community.
After the success of One
Book One Amity this fall,
on Tuesday, April 11th all
Amity students will be taking
another school wide assessment during their English
Classes.
All students will now be
required to memorize and
recite the instructions for
using the Follow-me printers.
As Amity printer production
specialist Inka Jet explained,
“We here at Amity feel that
the instructions to the follow
me printers are as sacred as
the food-ban rule and the
student handbook that was
in the front of the agendas.

We want every student to
know them backwards and
forwards, to ensure that
they can operate the printers properly and at ease.”
Students will first be
assessed through a written
assessment; however, any
teacher now has the authority to call out students
on the spot and have them
recite it. Students who fail
to be proficient reciting
the instructions will be required to attend a mandatory
seminar during homeroom
in the library, where they
can watch tutorials and go
through practice demos of
how the printer works.
After watching the tutorials students will be asked to
evaluate how the tutorial and
new printer system makes
them, and to write their feelings of frustration towards
the new printer system down
on a post it note to be hung
pasted on a wall in the career
center. If students still fail
to meet proficient in their
printer instructions, they will
not be allowed into the Media

Center or any of the resource
rooms for a minimum of two
weeks. This is to ensure that
every individual who has
the ability to enter a student
ID into the keypad of the
printer/copier has complete
knowledge and expertise in
using the instrument. This
will prevent the chance
that a student who has not
memorized the instructions
does not cause commotion
if they accidentally stand
in the quick print line and
cause a delay because they
need to ask for assistance in
completing their quick print.
All students who pass
the three quick print tests
(the written assessment,
the oral assessment, and
the demonstration) will be
given a sticker to place on
their student IDs or passports
(WARNING: STICKERS
PLACED ON AGENDA PADS
INSTEAD OF PASSPORTS
OR IDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED).
Before students can enter
into a space with a followme printer they must first

show their ID to the faculty
member on duty.
During the two week
period where students that
failed the exams were prohibited from entering rooms
with follow-me printers, students will have the ability
to go to the career center
during lunch for practice activities and demonstrations,
and they will be given the
ability to retake the exam.
Additionally, students will
be retested every quarter and
if a student is asked to recite
the instructions to a teacher
and fails four consecutive
times their printer pass will
be taken away.
Although many students
are excited about the efficiency of the new machines,
students have had mixed reactions about the mandatory
assessment and requirement
to memorize the printer instructions. Sydney Berry ‘19
explained, “I personally love
the follow-me machines. I
get so excited when I see
that teachers can just swipe
their cards and any printer in

the school will release their
files. I think that follow-me
printers are magical, but I get
a lot of anxiety about having
to memorize and recite new
rules. I practice saying the
printer instructions twice
every night, and sometimes
if you look really closely at
me as I walk through the
Amity halls you can see me
mumbling ‘press alternate
login ’”
Other students, however,
are far more enthusiastic.
Mananya Nachru ‘20
exclaimed, “I think that
having all of us memorize
the printer instructions is
just doing so much to build
community and find common
ground!” Nachru elaborated,
“After writing my own song/
chant of the printer instructions to help me memorize
them, I decided to teach my
entire math class. Now we
just walk down the hallway
together singing ‘enter your
student ID for username and
no password!’ The new printer
system is a total gem and
a half.”
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Number of Students
Losing Class Credit
Reaches Record Highs
EULQJDKRPHOXQFKHYHU\GD\, \HWDQRWKHUOLQH7KLVWLPHLWZDV
GLGQ¶WNQRZP\,'DQGWKHOLQH RIVWXGHQWVFODPRULQJWRWDONWR
MXVWFRQWLQXHGWRJURZDQGJURZ WKHLUJXLGDQFHFRXQVHORUVDERXW
While a broken alarm EHKLQGPHDVLPSDWLHQWFULHV WKHLUORVVRIFUHGLWQRWL¿FDWLRQV
FORFNWUDI¿F¿OOHGVWUHHWVRUDQ HVFDSHGWKHPRE´7KHLQWHUYLHZ $VDOOVWXGHQWVVKRXOGNQRZ UHmember that form
RXWUDJHRXVO\ODWHQLJKW
\RXDOOVLJQHG
¿OOHGZLWKODVWPLQXWH
SURPLVLQJ\RX
FUDPPLQJDUHWKHW\SLFDO
KDGUHDGDQG
FXOSULWVIRUDVWXGHQW¶V
UHYLHZHG WKH
WDUGLQHVVDQHZGHOD\HU
HQWLUHVWXGHQW
LVVZHHSLQJWKHKDOOVRI
KDQGERRN DW
$PLW\WKHQHZSULQWthe beginning
LQJV\VWHP,QWURGXFHG
RIWKH\HDU" 
DIHZPRQWKVDJRQR
ORVVRIFUHGLW
RQHDW$PLW\FRXOGKDYH
can occur after a
SUHGLFWHGWKHFKDRVWKDW
VXEVWDQWLDOQXPZRXOGVKRUWO\HQVXH$OEHURIDEVHQFHV
WKRXJKWKH0HGLD&HQWHU
RUWDUGLHV
ZDVOLWWHUHGZLWKSULQWHG
7KH&RXQLQVWUXFWLRQVDVWRKRZWR
SULQWVWXGHQWVDQGVWDII &RPSOHWHO\¿OOHGVWXGHQWSDVVSRUWVDUH VHOLQJ'HSDUWPHQWUHSRUWVWKDW
DOLNHVLPSO\FRXOGQRW
no longer the anomaly.
LQDW\SLFDO\HDU
GHFRGHWKHQHZV\VWHP
TXLFNO\HQRXJK7KHUHVXOW" ZDVFXWVKRUWDV5HPHPEHUJUHZ IHZHUWKDQORVVRIFUHGLWQRWL¿FDWLRQVDUHGHDOWZLWK7KLV\HDU
/HQJWK\OLQHVZUDSSHGDURXQG K\VWHULFDO
7KHPRVWSUHYDOHQWSUREOHP KRZHYHUJXLGDQFHKDVDOUHDG\
WKHVSDUVHQXPEHURIVWXGHQW
SULQWHUVOHIWDURXQGWKHVFKRRO KRZHYHULVWKHH[FHVVQXPEHURI UHSRUWHGSURFHVVHGQRWLFHV
³:LWKWKHVWDWHLQFUHDVLQJ
:DONV$/RWDMXQLRUVDLG³,W WDUGLHVFDXVHGE\VWXGHQWVIRUFHG
WKHQXPEHURIFUHGLWVVWXGHQWV
took me longer to get through WRZDLWLQWKHOHQJWK\OLQHV
6HQLRU$UW/2YHUVDLG QHHGWRJUDGXDWHWKLVLVWXUQLQJ
WKHSULQWLQJOLQHWKDQLWGLGIRU
PHWRZDONWRVFKRROIURPMXQLRU ³>6KH@JRWLQOLQHWRSULQWKHU LQWRDVHULRXVSUREOHP:HDUH
$UW+LVWRU\SDSHUEHIRUHVFKRRO WUXO\FRQFHUQHGIRUWKHFODVVRI
SDUNLQJ´
 7KHVLWXDWLRQZDVDJ- VWDUWHGDQGEHIRUH>VKH@NQHZLW :HPD\KDYHWKHVPDOOHVW
JUDYDWHGDVVWXGHQWVVWUXJJOHGWR WKLUGSHULRGZDVRYHUDQG>VKH¶G@ JUDGXDWLQJFODVVLQKLVWRU\E\WKH
WLPHWKH\FRPHDURXQG´H[FODLPV
UHFDOOWKHLUVWXGHQW,'FRGHVWKDW PLVVHGKDOIWKHGD\´
+HU3RZHU6FKRRODSSSURPSWO\ DFRXQVHORU,0:RUULHG
ZRXOGJLYHWKHPWKHNH\WRSULQW
,QGHHGLIWKHVWXGHQWVFDQQRW
WKHLUSUHFLRXVZRUN$IUHVKPDQ LQIRUPHGKHURIKHUQHZWKUHH
.DQ75HPHPEHUVKXGGHUVDV XQH[FXVHGDEVHQFHVDQGRQH ¿JXUHRXWKRZWRH[SHGLWHWKLV
KHUHFRXQWVWKHGDUNPRPHQWRI WDUG\WRKHUIRXUWKSHULRGFODVV SULQWLQJSUREOHPVRRQ:RUULHG¶V
:KHQVKHPDGHKHUZD\RYHUWR SUHGLFWLRQFRXOGVRRQEHFRPH
KLV¿UVWHQFRXQWHU
³,MXVWFRXOGQ¶WGRLW«, JXLGDQFHVKHZDVVWXFNEHKLQG UHDOLW\
by Sarah Saxe ‘17
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Three Dimensions of
(Professional Development Days) Printing
by Sophie Baum ‘18

,W¶VDOZD\VEHHQDFRPPRQ
DVVXPSWLRQDW$PLW\WKDWWKH
PRQWKO\3URIHVVLRQDO'HYHORSPHQWGD\VDUHGUHDGHGE\IDFXOW\
EXWPXFKDQWLFLSDWHGE\VWXGHQWV
ZKRFDQLQGXOJHLQH[WUDVOHHS

OHQLHQF\WRZDUGWKHIRRGSROLF\
ZDVWKHFURZGRIIDFXOW\VXUURXQGLQJWKHQHZSULQWHU%XUVWV
RIFKHHUVLQWHUHVWHGWKHWZR
VWXGHQWVREVHUYLQJZKRVRRQ
UHDOL]HGWKDWSDSHUZDVQRWWKH
RXWSXWRIWKHSULQWHU,QVWHDG
WKHVWDIIKHOGEODFNDQGJROG
'SULQWHGREMHFWVH[DPLQLQJ
DQGSKRWRJUDSKLQJHDFKRWKHU¶V

A small sample of objects printed by
teachers on the new 3D Printers.
DQGUHOD[DWLRQ$QG\HVQR
WHDFKHUH[SUHVVHGH[FLWHPHQW
IRUWKHVHGD\V$WOHDVWXQWLO
WKH)ROORZ0HSULQWHUV\VWHP
LQYDGHGWKHVFKRROFKDQJLQJ
WKHLPDJHRIWKHKLJKVFKRRO
DQGWKHGUHDGHGGHYHORSPHQW
GD\VIRU\HDUVWRIROORZ
)ULGD\0DUFKZDVRQH
VXFKGHYHORSPHQWGD\2QO\WZR
LJQRUDQWVWXGHQWV&R\RWD(:LOH
DQG6DP<RVHPLWHVHWWKHLU
DODUPFORFNVIRUWKHQRUPDOWLPH
7KHLQIDPRXVGXRZDVNQRZQ
IRUVSRUDGLFDOO\DFFXPXODWLQJ
WDUGLHVDQGDEVHQFHVDVZHOO
DVWKHLUVLJQDWXUHÀXRUHVFHQW
JUHHQKDLU
1RWVXUSULVLQJO\WKH\ZHUH
XQDZDUHRIWKHGD\RIIDQG
WKHUHIRUHHQWHUHGWKHEXLOGLQJ
RQ)ULGD\<HWXSRQUHDOL]LQJ
WKHLUPLVWDNH:LOHDQG<RVHPLWH
GHFLGHGWRH[SORUH
6KULOOVRIH[FLWHPHQWGULIWHG
GRZQWKHPDLQFRUULGRUVOHDGLQJ
:LOHDQG<RVHPLWHWRWKH0HGLD
&HQWHUZKHUHWKHVWXGHQWVZHUH
EHZLOGHUHGE\WKHWKUHHFRXUVH
PHDOEHLQJHQMR\HGE\WKHIDFXOW\
DVWKH\HQWHUHGWKHIDFLOLW\%XW
PRUHDODUPLQJWKDQWKLVVXGGHQ

FUHDWLRQV3DUDOOHOVFHQDULRVZHUH
RFFXUULQJLQWKH67(0URRP
KXPDQLWLHVUHVRXUFHURRPFRS\
URRPDQGWKH7ULGHQWRI¿FH
$VDUHVXOWRIWKHVWXGHQWV¶
FRQIXVLRQWKH7RZQRI:RRGEULGJHFRQGXFWHGDQLQYHVWLJDWLRQ
¿QGLQJWKDWVHYHUDOWHDFKHUVKDG
DOWHUHGWKHSULQWHU¶VIXQFWLRQVWR
WUDQVIRUPLWLQWRD'SULQWHU
7KHUHDVRQIRUWKLVDOWHUDWLRQ
VWLOOUHPDLQVXQNQRZQ
&ULHVRIFKDQJHQRZKDYH
SURPSWHGDFUXFLDODJHQGDWR
UHIRUP3URIHVVLRQDO'HYHORSPHQWGD\V
:KLOHPDQ\SDUHQWVKDYH
IRUFHIXOO\RSSRVHGWKHGLVUXSWLRQ
RIWKHHGXFDWLRQDOH[SHULHQFH
LQWKHSDVWWKHIRFXVRIWKHVH
SDUHQWV¶RXWFULHVKDVVKLIWHG
WREHJJLQJDGPLQLVWUDWRUVWR
SHUPLWDWWHQGDQFHRISDUHQWV
DQGVWXGHQWVDWWKHVHPRQWKO\
PHHWLQJV
4XHVWLRQVDERXWWKHSULQWLQJV\VWHPVKDYHDURVH%XWIRU
QRZRQHWKLQJLVFHUWDLQWKH
)ROORZ0HWKUHHGLPHQVLRQDO
SULQWHUV\VWHPVXUHO\KDVEURXJKW
PRUHWKDQMXVWFRQIXVLRQDQG
WXUPRLOWRWKH$PLW\FRPPXQLW\
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“FIDDLER” OPENS TONIGHT

Eric Greenbaum ‘17, who plays Tevye in the musical, prepares for tonight’s performance. Photo by Howard Ding ‘18. Story on pages 8 and 9.

Recent Vandalism Closes the
Senior Lounge
By Kate Yuan ‘19

IN THIS

ISSUE

Over the past month, the
senior lounge has experienced
various occurrences of vandalism and was recently closed in
order to make the proper repairs.
The senior lounge is a fairly
new facility open for student
use, as this is the first year
that it has been open for this
specific purpose. In previous
years, it was the school store,
but after a period of inactivity,
the class of 2016 decided to
do something with the space.
The 2015-2016 senior class
council held countless fundraisers
and used the money raised to
completely revamp the area by
putting in couches, tables and
chairs to make it more comfortable and inviting. They received
additional help from the PTSO
and Student Government.
It was not ready for use
until this year, so essentially,
the lounge was a gift from the
class of 2016. Though that class
never got the opportunity to use
it, they left behind them the
senior lounge as their legacy.
It is exclusively open to seniors
who are welcome to go during

study halls/free periods.
The lounge was received
extremely well. It is rare to
walk past the windows and not
see people inside. Many seniors
have really enjoyed the facility
because it is a special privilege
open exclusively to them.
Senior Alec Smith said,
“It is important because the
seniors can get together and
have an area just for seniors
to study and hang out.”
It is not hard to see why
the seniors have enjoyed the
lounge so much as the cafeteria
and study hall classrooms can
often get loud and distracting
when trying to do work.
It has been expressed that
the senior lounge is a privilege, not a right. As a result,
the recent actions have resulted
in consequences. In the recent
months, little things have been
happening, that have gradually
escalated. Among these things
have been a torn cable, broken
lock, and the security camera
being taped over to block the
visual feed. Due to these events,
administration has decided to
close the senior lounge in order
to repair the damaged items.
Principal Anna Mahon has

Haya Jarad’s “BOLD”
Science Research
Features, 5

Amity a Success at CSEF and JSHS
By Harris Andersen ‘18
Two prestigious, state-wide
science fairs were recently held,
attracting talented students all
over Connecticut.
The 69th annual Connecticut Science and Engineering
Fair (CSEF) took place from
March 14-18 at Quinnipiac
University. This fair is
open to students from
7th through 12th grade
enrolled in Connecticut schools and Fishers
Island with an objective “to attract young
people to careers in
science and engineering while developing
skills essential to critical thinking.”
Students enrolled
in the Science Research
Program can take part
in this distinguished
event in two ways: program head Deborah Day can
choose 30 projects anticipating
successful results or students
can participate who qualified
at the CT STEM science fair
in February. Out of the 30
students from Amity Regional

Empathy: the Amity Way!
Centerspread, 6-7

High School who researched
and created posters, six were
called back as finalists to the
fair and presented their months
of dedication. Congratulations
to Jimmy Bi, Quinn Burke, Himay Dharani, Ani Dixit, Jethin
Gowda, and Kelsey McCormack
for their tremendous work!
The Connecticut Junior
Sciences and Humanities
Symposium (JSHS) is another

reputable science fair in which
students can partake. Hosted at
the University of Connecticut
on March 11, 2017, students
presented their science and
engineering research to fellow peers, teachers, industry

“Fiddler”: Meet the Designer
Arts, 9

leaders, and esteemed guests.
At JSHS students have
the opportunity to not only
present their research, but to
also listen to other students’
research, and to esteemed scientists such as Julia Oh from
the Jackson Laboratories, the
keynote speaker.
An oral presenter from Amity, Haya Jarad ‘17, explained,
“It was a great evening! I learned
a lot!”
In total, nine ARHS
students were selected to
attend the symposium at
UConn. With much success, Hannah Rappaport
placed 3rd in the posters
presentation category,
Haya Jarad placed 3rd
in the oral presentation

category, and Julia
Nadelmann placed 1st
in posters. Haya and
Julia have advanced
to the National JSHS,
where they will present posters of their research
in San Diego in April.
The Science Research
students performed well and
enjoyed sharing their work at
the science fairs.

A Preview of Amity Tennis
Sports, 11
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Amity JSA Hosts a Mini Convention
by Vince Li‘18
Amity’s chapter of the
Junior State of America (JSA)
held a mini-convention on March
12th. JSA describes itself as an
organization for “students who
are interested in politics and government, foreign affairs, the law
and education.”
JSA is a national organization but is divided into ten
regions, known as states. Each
year, these ten states meet three
times at large overnight conventions: Fall State, Winter Congress, and Spring State.
Chapter president Hi-

may Dharani describes these
events as “a fantastic way to mix
VFKRRO ¿HOG WULSV ZLWK SROLWLFDO
activism and debate”.
)RUWKH¿UVWWLPHLQWKUHH
years, the Amity chapter hosted
their own mini-convention. Students from around the state came,
including Shelton, Chesire, and
Staples in Wesport, as well as
multiple schools from New York.
JSA member Patrick
Burland describes the day’s activities: “We had many members
of JSA come from all over and
participate in several debates
ranging in topic from ‘Should we
invade North Korea?’ to ‘Irish
discrimination for St. Patrick’s
day’. We also had a candidate’s

forum where students running
IRU HOHFWHG RI¿FH LQ -6$ JRW WR
answer questions and reach out
to voters.” Burland himself is a
candidate, and viewed the experience as “a spectacular way to
meet people and get to win over
some voters.”
The Amity chapter of
JSA meets weekly on Wednesday
in the lecture hall and holds open
discussions and formal debates.
In addition, they write mock bills
and debate them. All students interested in the political process,
regardless of their placement on
the political spectrum are encouraged to attend, participate, and
enjoy a place to argue for their
political beliefs.

Amity Debate Hosts State Championships
out the state came to Amity to
compete. Amity had the honor
of qualifying the second most
The Amity Debate Team
debaters in the state, qualifyhosted the Connecticut Deing 15 debaters for states this
bate Association’s State Final
season, only 3 debaters behind
Championship Tournament on
the 18 debaters qualified by
Saturday, March 18th, 2017.
Joel Barlow in Redding.
After months of preparation,
Although Amity debaters
the team was excited for the
failed
to break the final into
tournament to begin, even decothe top teams for the varsity
rating the school to proudly
or novice division, overall they
welcome their friends from the
enjoyed their experience. Kachru
other competing teams.
described her own experience
At Amity, the debate team
debating with her partner, a capmeets every Thursday to practice
tain of the debate team, senior
their skills and participates in
Julia Nadelmann, highlighting
several competitions throughthe intensity of the competiout the year to qualify for the
tion: “[Julia] and I had some rechampionship tourally tight rounds,
nament.
and we ended up
having the top
The Connecticut
team score with
Debate Association
a 2-1 record.”
uses an extemporaWhile she and
neous modified poliNadelmann had
cy debate format for
hoped to qualify
their tournaments.
for the finals,
At the beginning of
which
would
every competition
have required a
debaters receive a
3-0 record, it was
resolution, usually
still a “nice end
related to a current
to [the] regular
events issue, and a
season.” Kachru
10 page packet with
also said that the
articles on the topic.
novice debaters
After preparing casdid “really well”
es for the affirmative
and that it was a
and negative of both
fun day.
cases, students debate three hour long
Sophomore
Amity Debaters at a tournament earlier this season
rounds against other
Rosie Du described
schools.
the day as a “really
This tournament was the an experienced member of the great experience,” stating that
State Debate Championships, Amity debate team recalled, she and her partner, Payton
meaning that all individuals “There were a lot of great de- Grande, got the chance to debate with and compete against
competing had previously gone bates all day.”
undefeated in two previous
Amity students went up “some really amazing teams”
tournaments, or won a team against numerous high schools and “definitely learned a lot
or speaker award at a previous throughout the state including from the tournament!”
monthly tournament. Debaters Glastonbury, Daniel Hand,
Faced with a very real topic,
have the opportunity to debate Ridgefield, and Joel Barlow. Amity did an exceptional job at
as varsity or novice, with novice In total, 200 debaters and 30 the conclusion of their regular
debaters including freshman and different schools from through- debate season this year.

by Neha Sudhir‘19

some sophomores, and varsity
including more experienced older
debaters. Both novice and varsity members can qualify for
and compete at states.
In light of recent political events and the all-around
charged political environment
throughout the country, the debate topic addressed an issue
surrounded by controversy, much
like several of the other tournaments this year. The question
was, “Should executive orders
require congressional review?”
Given recent developments
in the nation, the issue is understandably intense, but as
Ananya Kachru, a junior and

Class of 2018 Set to Take the SAT
by Owen Dodd ‘17
On Wednesday, April 5th,
2017, the Amity junior class
will be taking the SAT during sessions one through four
while all other students in the
building will have a regular
schedule.
Prior to the test, juniors
have been provided with various
study materials and tips on how
to deal with test-taking stress.
“By hosting the test,” said
junior Ali Hagani, “the school
is increasing our likelihood of
success by providing a platform for us to put our best foot
forward.”
Many, like Hagani, believe
that the SAT is unfairly biased
towards those who have money

or other resources such as older
siblings.
“Personally, I have some
old SAT prep books from when
my siblings went through this
process,” she said.
“If I did not have these resources, I would be blind to
some of the fundamental concepts highlighted in the SAT,
or test-taking strategies for it.”
Ultimately, the SAT is the
first step in the college process.
While
it can be a
challenging
or
controversial topic
for some,
the school
is doing
what it

can by holding the test during regular school hours. This
way, the students do not need
to go out of their way to get
the ball rolling on the college
admissions process.
As an added bonus, the
administration allows students
to bring a note into the main
office prior to the test being
proctored. The note would grant
them to privilege of leaving
school early with a parent’s
permission.
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Move to Matter Holds
Drive for Hurricane Victims
by Kevin Yanagisawa‘18
Over the course of two
weeks, from February 27th to
March 11th, the Move to Matter club organized a backpack
drive, where new and lightly used
backpacks were collected and
donated to Haitian children and
families affected by Hurricane
Matthew, a category 4 hurricane
that destroyed 200,000 homes
and caused $1.89 billion dollars
in damages last October.
The Move to Matter club
was brought to Amity Regional
High School to spread awareness,
help, and fundraising for different
programs worldwide.
The whole club is a
branch off of the actual organization, Move to Matter. This organization aspires to empower
children by supplying them with
tools to help and support other
children around the world. Their
objectives are to help children

identify opportunities for positive
change around the world, create
a method for children to contribute to other children in need, and
teach children how to set a goal,
so they can directly better the
lives of other children worldwide.
The Move to Matter club
had no clear cut goal for backpacks collected in mind, besides
the idea that there are people out
there who are less fortunate and
need help. The backpack fundUDLVHULVWKHLU¿UVWIXQGUDLVHUDVD
newly established club at Amity
High School, and they were able
to collect from 35-40 backpacks
to give to the needing families in
Haiti.
Mounisha Anumolu ‘19,
a member of the Move to Matter
FOXE WKRXJKW WKDW IRU WKHLU ¿UVW
VLJQL¿FDQW DFWLRQ WKH FOXE ZDV
able to perform well.
She said that the number of backpacks collected was
something “we were really happy
about!”

Recent Vandalism of
Senior Lounge cont.
said “The senior lounge is a
space intended to offer seniors
an alternative space from the
cafeteria during study halls with
the expectation that the space
is treated respectfully and appropriately.”
“Once it is reopened, we
have every reason to believe
it will be well maintained by

members of the senior class,”
she added.
It is unfortunate that something like this has happened,
Hopefully the proper precautions
will be taken in the future so
that future students will be able
to enjoy this privilege as well,
thanks to the class of 2016,
Student Government, and PTSO.

Adult Ed. Hosts Yoga Class:
An Afternoon of Stretches and
Meditation
by Jamie Unger ‘17
On March 22, 2017, the
Adult Ed. program at Amity held
one of its weekly Wednesday
night yoga classes. These classes
aim to improve flexibility and
ease the mind.
Jim Percival, the instructor, provided the students with
blankets, pieces of music which
consisted of soft piano, and invited them to focus deeply on
their breathing..
The class was composed of
people of all ages. The session
lasted for an hour, from 6PM
until 7PM, and was located in
the middle of the media center.
The open area allowed the students room to breathe.
The poses that were practiced included sitting twists,

standing stretches, kneeling,
and Warrior II, a pose which
involves the extension of one’s
arms outward with their feet
in-line with their shoulders.
As Percival explained,
“the class is slow-paced and
suitable for beginners”.
Percival handed each of
the students a blanket before
they went into table-top position, with their hands and knees
planted on the floor and their
back elevated. While stretching
in certain poses, he would help
correct his students’ positions,
and help just enough so his
students were reaching the effect
of the stretch, allowing them
to be the most comfortable.
Overall, the class provided
participants with an opportunity
to refresh and relax, with many
students expressing their interest in returning again.

Percival demonstrates a side stretch.

5HÀHFWLQJRQ7RGD\¶V6RFLHW\
E\$OL+DJDQL¶
During this period of
political strife, I have been
cautious of sharing my opinions about the nation around
us, as it is inevitably bound
to insult a few.
However, in hearing
the conversations with my
peers throughout the school,
and even tuning into social
media platforms, it’s impossible to not raise an opinion,
and even harder for me not
to share it.
That said, I don’t write
about the new president or
his appointments. I don’t
write about the executive
orders he has signed or the
controversial promises he
has made.
Instead, I write about
the ignorance that is sweeping over our nation. We have
become subject to a negative
mindset. This has been long
lasting, but it wasn’t until
recently that I have become
completely aware of it and
its detrimental effects.
I don’t consider myself a minority, despite how
I belong in minority groups.
I am a woman. I am Jewish. I am part Iranian. But I
don’t obtain the whole heart
of being a minority, because
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I never received the undeniable backlash that many minorities unfortunately face
day-to-day.
I can’t paint myself as a
victim to the current political strife, as I am not affected
by it as strongly. I don’t emERG\WKHIHDUVRIDWHUUL¿HG
gay man who worries about
how he and his husband will
fend in such a harsh society.
Nor can I fathom the worries of a young Mexican girl
who fears her mother will be
deported.
I am not a diabetic teenager who worries about her
life without health care or a
Muslim in a Middle Eastern
country whose hope of seekLQJUHIXJHLVVHHPLQJO\¿FWL
tious. I refuse to obtain the
ULJKW WR VHO¿VKO\ FRPSODLQ
about the current news,
merely because I don’t have
the right to complain.
Others do, but I do not.
I am sheltered and I am safe.
Everyday I listen to
many of my peers, consumed in their high school
lives, complain about the
travesties that engulf them.
I too will admit to being a
perpetrator of these actions
now and again.
However, when I hear
such talk that emphasizes
“the hardness of our Ameri-

'RHV1DWLRQDO+RQRU
6RFLHW\&ULWHULD7UXO\
(QFRXUDJH$FDGHPLF
&KDOOHQJHV"
cants. Amity’s weighted GPA
system, out of 5.6, is designed
E\%HQ6DXEHUPDQ¶
WREHWWHUUHÀHFWDFDGHPLFULJ
or.
If the National Honor
I was dismayed this
VSULQJ WR ¿QG RXW WKDW , KDG Society strives to include only
not been extended an invita- elite students, why does it not
tion to apply to the National take into account course difHonor Society at Amity. Af- ¿FXOW\"+DG,WDNHQDQHDVLHU
ter hearing all of my friends Precalculus course, a class
receive the news, I was con- I am not excelling in, I may
fused that I had not too found have earned a higher mark,
a letter in my mailbox. I have thus jacking up my unweightenrolled in challenging class- ed GPA.
It is nonsensical to me
es while maintaining strong
that
I
am being excluded from
grades throughout my high
an organization that prides itschool career.
Thinking there had to be VHOI VSHFL¿FDOO\ LQ VFKRODVWLF
some sort of mistake, I actual- excellence because I am exly attended the informational erting myself academically.
So why does the NHS
meeting for students who had
received an invitation to ap- XVH DQ XQZHLJKWHG *3$"
ply. As the only person sitting They want to include students
in the lecture hall who did not who are achieving success in
belong, I soon learned why I WKH FRQWH[W RI WKHLU VSHFL¿F
schedule. While this sounds
had not been invited.
NHS adviser Mr. Davis logical, they should not emrevealed that to be invited, phasize inclusion of one
you need to have at least a group of high achieving stu3.5 unweighted GPA. I knew dents over another.
Instead, they should inimmediately I just barely fell
clude
all students who meet a
short of that standard.
Ever since leaving the minimum 3.5 unweighted remeeting, I have been irked by quirement and/or the equivathis minimum GPA criteria. It lent of a 3.5 unweighted on the
does not make any sense to me 5.6 weighted scale. This way,
that the National Honor Soci- they offer other deserving stuety would use an unweighted dents the opportunity to take
GPA to select its new appli- part in the NHS.

can, Amity lives,” I feel pitiful of this secluded mindset
and, furthermore, guilty that
we obtain it. I feel as if we
need to open our eyes to the
bigger picture.
I had read about AbdelHamid, a 7 year old Syrian
boy who sought refuge at a
tent settlement in Lebanon.
Unable to further receive an
education, he now lives in
a small tent with his family in fear. I read about a
young uneducated Syrian
girl whose only refuge was
through an arranged marriage. Or that girl in Liberia who had to give up her
education in order to take
care of her family. As guilty
as it may make us feel, they
would give anything to be in
our shoes. That needs to be
acknowledged.
It is easy to believe
ourselves to be the victims
whenever life throws an obstacle our way. But, we are
not. We are so lucky to live
the life we lead.
If we all seek to obtain
a mindset that rejoices in
the life we live while recognizing the circumstances
of others, we will lead even
happier lives with a perspective and spark that will invoke positive change in our
communities.

+DSS\6SULQJ
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6WUHVVHG"
6HHD0RYLH$ORQH
E\6DUDK6D[H¶
We joke and talk
about it all the time. Since
freshman year people have
exclaimed, “I can’t wait
for senior year, I’m going
to have such bad senior
slide”. “Senioritis” or “senior slide”, both refer to the
idea that second semester
senior year, after students
have been admitted into college their grades, energy,
and overall motivation to be
engaged in their high school
lives drastically decreases.
To all underclassman wondering, if “senioritis” is real,
simply stated yes, but not
necessarily in the sense that
you may think.
Throughout
high
school, there is emphasis
and pressure placed on being meticulous, checking
over your work, and going through assignments
to make sure you get the
maximum point value and
the highest possible grade.
Students may along assignments to drag on for hours
longer than even necessary.

The notion exists that the
more time I spend on something, the more successful I
will be. What my experience
as a second semester senior
has taught me is productivity.
As someone who
at one point would identify
as a “perfectionist”, simply
stated I have adopted the
motto “done is better than
perfect”. Now I know that
WKH LGHD RI ¿QLVKLQJ VRPHthing without making sure
that it is perfect may seem
lazy, or negligent to a lot of
my peers, but it is actually
a mentality that is dictating
the development of a large
portion of the products we
purchase and content we
consume.
I would be completely
lying if I said that I came
up with such an aphorism.
Most notably, I stole it from
Mark Zuckerberg, who
has the phrase painted on
the walls of the facebook
headquarters. The idea is
that with 20% of the effort
put in, you can get 80% of
the value out of your work.
The other 20% of the total

value of your work, often
WKHVPDOOGHWDLOVDQG¿QLVKing touches, comes from an
extra 80% of the time, often
spent unproductively and
frustratingly.
In the second semester
of my senior year, I have
¿QDOO\OHDUQHGWKDWLWLVLPportant to be able to get the
most value out of an assignment, but it is also important
to do it in a time effective
manner. But truthfully, there
was no reason that I needed
to wait until I was a senior to
realize that my focus should
be on maximizing my understanding of a concept
or idea, rather than getting
lost in the nuances that ultimately add very little value
to my actual educational experience.
For
underclassman,
while I have been content
with my high school career
academically, I know that I
likely could have gotten the
same value out of my education by just focusing on
mastering what was most
LPSRUWDQW UDWKHU WKDQ ¿QGing myself stressed in meaningless details.

1R0RUH6WDOOLQJ
ZLWKWKHVWDOOV
us to practice our patience staff. It builds a dependable
and become more aware of community atmosphere. In
the time passing. Yet, some effect, students will appreciHave you been to the bathrooms are more popular ate the patches AdministraVFKRRO EDWKURRPV UHFHQWO\",I than others at certain times tion has patched on the holes
you haven’t noticed, thanks to LQ WKH GD\ DQG KHDY\ WUDI¿F of the missing and broken.
If there’s anything you’d
the new locks, bathroom ca- can increase wait time to as
pacity numbers now hold true! long as 5 minutes, equivalent like to see changed, make
No longer will half the of passing period. Unclaimed sure to tell a student governstalls lack the desired pri- broken stalls coupled with one ment member or a student on
vacy. In addition, broken or two available sinks limited the Principal’s Committee.
The student body repsinks have been repaired. It’s WKH WKUHVKROG RI HI¿FLHQF\
3HUKDSV WKH ¿[HG ORFNV resentatives will assist you
a relief to have privacy restored. No more long wait- only apply to the women’s and communicate to admining lines or rushing to class! bathrooms; I don’t know if the istration members who can
:KDW GRHV WKDW PHDQ" men’s rooms have any issues ¿QG D VROXWLRQ 7KH $PRestoring student productiv- that have yet to be resolved, ity Student Government
ity in classrooms and resum- but I’m glad the administra- and Principal’s Committee
ing worry-free attitudes. And WLRQ ¿[HG D PLQRU DQQR\DQFH played maj or roles in bringa pleasant, maybe enticing trip DQG UHHVWDEOLVKHG HI¿FLHQ- ing back student agenda pads
to the bathroom, of course. cy in school bathroom use. and bringing forth lunch
Addressing
concerns, delicacies such as soup.
But why did it take so
So don’t get too hung
long for the locks to be re- even small ones like the bathSODFHG" ,Q WKH PDWK ZLQJ rooms, breed trust among the over if another sink breaks-three stalls in the women’s Amity students, Student Gov- let student government know
bathroom were out of order ernment, administration and so they can “make it happen.”
due to missing locks and a
broken toilet. Missing or bro83&20,1*+2/,'$<6$1'(9(176
ken locks have been an issue since 2015, but despite
complaints over the years, it
³)LGGOHURQWKH5RRI´2SHQLQJ1LJKW
was never made a priority.
Similarly, broken sinks
0DUFK
have been a year-old problem.
Administration was occupied
$SULO%UHDN
$SULOWKWRWK
with issues such as installing
ZDWHU ERWWOH ¿OOLQJ VWDWLRQV RU
¿[LQJ WKH VHZHU EXUVW LQ WKH
(DVWHU
$SULOWK
bathrooms. Thus sure enough,
most of us began to grow accustomed to the ordeal and have
(DUWK'D\
$SULOQG
not been vocal on the issue.
Waiting 30 seconds isn’t
a big deal. After all, it forces

E\/LOOLDQ=KDQJ¶
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6HQLRU6OLGH
to a lot of my peers, but it is
actually a mentality that is
dictating the development of
large portion of the prodWe joke about it all the aucts
we purchase and contime. Since freshman year, tent we
consume. I would be
people have exclaimed, “I completely
lying if I said that
can’t wait for senior year. I’m I came up with
such an aphogoing to have such bad senior rism. Most notably,
I stole it
slide.” “Senioritis” or “senior from Mark Zuckerberg,
slide” refer to the idea that has the phrase painted onwho
the
second semester senior year, walls of the Facebook headafter students have been ad- quarters.
mitted into college when their
The idea is that with 20%
grades, energy, and overall of the
effort put in, you can
motivation to be engaged in get 80%
of the value out of
high school drastically de- your work.
The other 20% of
creases. To all underclassman the total value
of your work,
wondering, if “senioritis” is RIWHQWKHVPDOOGHWDLOVDQG¿Qreal, simply stated yes, but ishing touches, comes from
not necessarily in the sense an extra 80% of the time, ofthat you may think.
spent unproductively and
Throughout high school, ten
frustratingly.
there is emphasis and pressure
In the second semester of
placed on being meticulous, P\VHQLRU\HDU,KDYH¿QDOO\
checking over your work, and learned that it is important to
going through assignments to be able to get the most value
make sure you get the maxi- out of an assignment, but it
mum point value and the is also important to do it in a
highest possible grade. Stu- time effective manner. Truthdents may allow assignments fully, there was no reason that
to drag on for hours longer I needed to wait until I was a
than even necessary.So often senior to realize that my focus
ZHDUHLQHI¿FLHQW7KHQRWLRQ should be on maximizing my
exists that the more time I understanding of a concept or
spend on something, the more idea, rather than getting lost in
successful I will be. What my the nuances that ultimately add
experience as a second se- very little value to my actual
mester senior has taught me is educational experience. For
productivity.
while I have
As someone who at one underclassman,
been
content
with
my high
point would identify as a school career academically,
“perfectionist”, simply stat- know that I likely could haveI
ed I have adopted the motto gotten the same value out of
“done is better than perfect”. my education by just focusing
Now I know that the idea of on mastering what was most
¿QLVKLQJ VRPHWKLQJ ZLWKRXW LPSRUWDQW UDWKHU WKDQ ¿QGLQJ
making sure that it is perfect myself stressed in meaningmay seem lazy, or negligent less details.

E\6XYDVLQL%DODML¶
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Mr. Davis: An Inspiration
Both On and Off the Court
by Amanda Hendrick ‘18
$V$PLW\EHJLQVLWVODVWDWKOHWLF
VHDVRQEHIRUHVXPPHUEUHDNPDQ\
FRDFKHVKDYHEHHQUHFRJQL]HGIRU
their encouraging and inspiring
OHDGHUVKLSEHLWRQWKH¿HOGLQWKH
SRRORURQWKHWUDFN6HWK'DYLVLV
FRDFKRIWKHJLUOV¶YROOH\EDOOWHDP
DQGRQHRI$PLW\¶V$3*RYHUQPHQW
and Politics teachers, making him
one of the hardest working coaches
DW$PLW\ZKRLPSDFWVVWXGHQWVERWK
on and off the court. He also is the
faculty advisor of the National
Honor Society, as well as the senior
class advisor.
'DYLVOHGKLVSOD\HUVWRYLFWRU\
LQWKHYROOH\EDOOWHDP¶VRXWVWDQGLQJ
2016 fall season ending in 22-2,
coached SCC championship winners
against Cheshire, and the team soon
EHFDPH//VHPL¿QDOLVWV'DYLVEHJDQ
KLVYROOH\EDOOFDUHHULQKLJKVFKRRO
and continued to play intramurals
LQFROOHJHXQWLO¿QDOO\EHFRPLQJ
FRDFKRIWKH-9$PLW\ER\VWHDP
He then went to Lauralton Hall as
KHDGFRDFKRIWKHLUYROOH\EDOOWHDP
IRU¿YH\HDUVEHIRUHUHWXUQLQJWR
Amity and leading the recent and
XQEHOLHYDEOHZLQVVWXGHQWVDQG
parents cannot seem to stop talking
DERXW+LVPHVVDJHRIWHDPZRUN
and pushing the limits of players
to achieve their goals has made a
dramatic impact on the team, as well
as the application of this message
in his classroom.
'DYLVVD\V³,W¶VQRWRQHRI
those sports where you have to rely
on one individual at one time, it has
WREHDWHDPVSRUWWKHHQWLUHWLPH´
His methods of coaching are
grounded in the overall team ethic

and how close every player is with
one another. The idea of motivating and helping each other through
games and in practices is one of
the reasons why the Amity girl’s
YROOH\EDOOWHDPLVVRVXFFHVVIXO
3OD\HU$EE\+DUELQVRQ¶
VDLG³7HDPZRUNKDVDOZD\VEHHQ
one of our main goals on the team.”
7KHLPSDFWRI'DYLV¶FRDFKLQJ

Mr. Davis with his SCC Championships Trophy. Photo by
Amanda Hendrick ‘18.
was shown in their impressive win
against Southington. With a masVLYHFRPHEDFNDIWHUEHLQJGRZQ
7-22 in the fourth set, the energy
generated from the players along
ZLWKWKHSRVLWLYHIHHGEDFNDQG
FRDFKLQJE\'DYLVGUDPDWLFDOO\
affected the team’s playing and
ERRVWHGWKHSDVVLRQDQGHIIRUWSXW
into the game.
3OD\HU+DQQDK'¶$UFKHµ
said, “He really pushes us all to
reach our limits and exceed them.
He is very motivational and pushes
us as a team.”
7HDPZRUNFDQQRWRQO\EHVHHQ
through the skill shown on the court,

EXWDOVRLQ'DYLV¶FODVVURRPZKHUH
he encourages students to work
together to fully comprehend the
material and review for the AP exam.
,QDGGLWLRQWR'DYLV¶LPSDFW
RQ$PLW\WKURXJKKLVYROOH\EDOO
career, he also “coaches” his AP
*RYHUQPHQWVWXGHQWVZLWKWKHVDPH
PLQGVHW'DYLVVD\V³,WKLQNLWLV
extremely important for kids to
OHDUQDV\RXQJDVSRVVLEOHDQG,
OLNHWHDFKLQJMXQLRUVEHFDXVHDORW
RIVWXGHQWVDUHJRLQJWREHVWDUWLQJ
to go into government, and it relates
more to their real life now.”
He also strongly encourages
VWXGHQWVWRPDNHVXUHWREDODQFH
schoolwork and their various and
often time consuming sports.
³6FKRROLV¿UVW<RXDUHQRW
JRLQJWREHDQDWKOHWHIRUWKHUHVW
RI\RXUOLIH<RXDUHJRLQJWREH
DEOHWRXVHVFKRROIRUWKHUHVWRI
\RXUOLIH´'DYLVVDLG
,QWKHFODVVURRPVWXGHQWVDUH
FKDOOHQJHGE\WKHH[WHQVLYHSUHSDration needed for the AP exam and
GLI¿FXOWWRSLFVEXWDUHFRQVWDQWO\
reassured that through class discussions, projects, and presentations
WKH\ZLOOEHIXOO\SUHSDUHGE\WKH
exam date.
+LVSRVLWLYHDWWLWXGHDQGDELOLW\
to create teamwork even in class is
VXJJHVWHGE\WKHSHUIRUPDQFHRI
his students and athletes.
+DUELQVRQVDLG³,WKLQNWKDW
personally he has given me the
SDVVLRQ,KDYHIRUWKLVVSRUWDQG
taught me that with hard work and
practice that you can get really far.”
%\SXUVXLQJKLVSDVVLRQERWKLQ
athletics and academics and inspiring
VWXGHQWVWRUHDFKWKHLUJRDOV'DYLVLV
a powerful example of a determined
and motivated teacher who positively
impacts Amity student life.

Enjoy New Haven’s Old-Styled Pizza
by Anthony Taddei ‘17
<RXNQRZ\RX¶UHRQ:RRVWHU
Street in New Haven, CT when you’re
walking along cracked old sidewalks
ZLWKWKHGLVWLQFW³/LWWOH,WDO\´VLJQVXS
and down the street. On this street, full
RI&ODVVLF,WDOLDQIRRGDQG3DVWULHV
Frank Pepe’s Pizzeria stands out alone.
As you walk into Pepe’s
you smell the coal ovens along with
the immense aromas of the pizzas.
<RXKHDUWKHSHRSOHLQWKHNLWFKHQ
screaming orders and telling customers which pizzas are ready.
<RX¶UHLQDQROGEXLOGLQJVWUDLJKW
IURPWKH¶V7KHRZQHUVKDYH
yet to modernize the old-fashioned
GpFRUEHFDXVHWKH\ZDQWWREULQJWKH
FXVWRPHUVEDFNLQWLPH7KHRULJLQDO
owner Frank Pepe knew the secret to
a good pizza is in the ingredients. He
wanted to keep it simple with fresh

produce and a hot coal oven.
Of all my pizza experiences,
there is only one pizza that stands out
among the rest---and that is the clasVLFZKLWHFODPSL]]D7KH¿UVWWLPH,
HYHUZHQWWR3HSH¶V,ZDVGLVFRXUDJHG
DQGQRWVXUHKRZ,IHOWDERXWLWXQWLO
my mom convinced me to try it. This
ZDVDGHFLVLRQWKDW,ZLOOQHYHUIRUJHW
)URPWKHVHFRQG,VXQNP\WHHWKLQWR
WKHSLHFH,LQVWDQWO\WDVWHGWKHJDUOLF
DQGRLOEDVHWKHQRQWKHEDFNHQG,
tasted the fresh clams.
,ZLOODGPLWWKDWWKURXJKRXWP\
OLIH,GRQ¶WDOZD\VHDWWKHFUXVWRIWKH
SL]]DEXWIRUVRPHUHDVRQZKHQHYHU
,HDWDW3HSH¶V,IHHOREOLJDWHGWRR
7KLVKDELWRIPLQHEHJDQDWD\RXQJ
DJHZKHQP\,KDGVWDUWHGDSLOHRI
crust on the side of my plate. My mom
WKHQVD\V³\RX¶UHPLVVLQJWKHEHVW
SDUW´DQGLQP\PLQG,¶PWKLQNLQJ
³ZKDWLVVKHWDONLQJDERXW´EXW,WKHQ
WDNHDELWHDQGWKHÀDYRUH[SORGHV

in my mouth. The crust was like no
other. Filled with garlic and cheese,
it forever changed my perspective on
the underrated part of pizza.
For anyone planning on going
WR3HSH¶VIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHWKHUHLV
RQHWKLQJ\RXVKRXOGFRQVLGHU<RXU
standard for pizza will grow as a
result. The second you experience
FODVVLF,WDOLDQSL]]DLQLWVEHVWIRUP
you’ll never look at your local pizza
restaurant the same.
There is no recommended dress
FRGHEHVLGHVDQ\WKLQJ\RXGRQ¶WPLQG
getting a little dirty. At Pepe’s, the
SL]]DKDVWKHWLQ\EXUQWUHPDLQVRI
WKHPDQ\SL]]DVPDGHEHIRUHLWDQG
can make a mess no matter how hard
you try to stay clean. But this just
enhances the experience at a one of
a kind restaurant.
7KHRQO\SUREOHP,KDGZLWK
my experience at Pepe’s was the long
wait to get into the restaurant. The
line wrapped all the way out of the
EXLOGLQJLQWRWKHSDUNLQJORWWRWKH
OHIWRIWKHUHVWDXUDQW,IHOWWDXQWHG
E\WKHJURXSVRISHRSOHZDONLQJRXW
ZLWKGHOLFLRXVSL]]DZKLOH,VSHQWWKH
next hour waiting in line. Besides
this, my experience couldn’t have
EHHQEHWWHU
,ZRXOGKDYHWRUDWHP\H[SHULence a 4.5/5 overall. The only thing
KROGLQJ3HSH¶VEDFNIURPDUDWing is how long it took for our pizza
WREHVHUYHG*LYHQLWZDVDSDFNHG
restaurant with numerous parties,
FRPELQHGZLWKWKHOLPLWHGQXPEHU
RIVHUYHUV,VWLOOWKLQNWKHIRRGFRXOG
KDYHEHHQVHUYHGIDVWHU
Even though this was a slight
inconvenience, the quality of the
food and restaurant atmosphere comSHQVDWHGIRULW,ZRXOGUHFRPPHQG
anyone who is from Connecticut or
MXVWYLVLWLQJWRZLWKRXWDGRXEWVWRS
and have some authentic pizza at
Frank Pepe’s Pizzeria.
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Haya Jarad’s “BOLD”
Science Research
HQWLWOHG³,GHQWLI\LQJ4XDVL3HULRGLF
3DWWHUQVLQIPUL9HUVXV&%,'DWD´DQG
VKHZDVPHQWRUHGE\*DUWK7KRPSVRQ
a postdoctoral fellow in Radiology and
The Junior Science and Humanities %LRPHGLFDO,PDJLQJDW<DOH8QLYHUVLW\
,QGHVFULELQJKHUUHVHDUFKRI
Symposium (JSHS) took place at the
University of Connecticut Health Center running algorithms through MATLAB,
VKHVD\V³,W
on Saturday,
ZLOOE\P\MRE
March 11,
WR¿JXUHRXW
2017. JSHS
what that enis a full-day
tails as well as
symposium
how to analyze
in which high
the correlaschool stuWLRQEHWZHHQ
dents from
Blood Oxygen
across the state
/HYHO'HSHQare invited
GHQW %2/' 
to present
DQG&HUHEUDO
their scienBlood Flow
WL¿FUHVHDUFK
Through- Jarad speaks as an oral presenter at CT- &%) 4XDVL
Periodic PatJSHS. Photo by Deborah Day.
out the
WHUQV 433V 
day, there
were lectures, workshops, presenta- The purpose of comparing CBF and
WLRQVDQGVFLHQWL¿FODEWRXUV,WHYHQ %2/'LVWRGHWHUPLQHKRZUHOLDEOH
SURYHGWREHDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNH the algorithm is.”
After all of the day’s activities
new friends.
6HQLRU+D\D-DUDGVDLG³,WZDVD FDPHWRDFORVHWKH¿QDOHYHQWRIWKH
UHDOO\ORQJGD\EXWUHDOO\LQIRUPDWLYH day was the awards ceremony. When
Speaking to kids from other schools the judges announced the winners,
Jarad won third place oral presenter.
was fun.”
This year, the keynote speaker Her project was selected out of a
was Julia Oh, Assistant Professor at selective pool of 15 oral presenters.
³,ZDVQRWH[SHFWLQJWRSODFHDW
WKH-DFNVRQ/DERUDWRU\ZKRVSRNH
DERXWWKHPLFURELRPHLQKXPDQKHDOWK DOOEXWWRZDVDORYHO\VXUSULVH´VDLG
Jarad was selected as an Oral Jarad. For winning third place, Jarad
Presenter at JSHS. Oral presenters are will have the opportunity to present
“deemed [to have] the most outstanding her research in a poster competition
research projects.” Jarad’s project was at the National JSHS.

by Jasmine Moon ‘17

Tweets Bring Students and
Superintendent Closer
by Qingli Hu ‘18
'U&KDUOHV'XPDLVWKH$PLW\
6XSHULQWHQGHQWKDVEHHQHVSHFLDOO\DFtive on social media recently. There has
EHHQDVWULQJRIFRQYHUVDWLRQVEHWZHHQ
'U'XPDLVDQGVWXGHQWVDW$PLW\DQG
WKHVHFRQQHFWLRQVDUHEULQJLQJWKH
superintendent and students closer on
a more casual level.

7KHVFKRROUHODWHGSRVWVRQ'U
'XPDLV¶7ZLWWHUDFFRXQWPRVWO\GRFXment the daily happenings in Amity
classrooms, with enthusiastic teachers
doing activities with the students that
result in passing along knowledge. His
IUHTXHQWSRVWVDERXWVFKRRODFWLYLWLHV
suggests his investment and involvement
LQOHDUQLQJDERXW$PLW\VWXGHQWVE\
trips to classrooms. While these posts
animate students, the ones that generDWHWKHPRVWWDONDUHDERXWVQRZGD\V
,UHPHPEHUGD\VLQFODVVZKHUH
HYHU\RQHWDONHGDERXW'U'XPDLV¶
replies to the students’ comments,
HVSHFLDOO\DERXWVQRZGD\V VLQFH
that is a topic of utmost importance).
%HVLGHVWKLVEHLQJDELWRIDFRPHGLF
VWRU\LWVKRZVWKDW'U'XPDLVLVSD\-

LQJDWWHQWLRQWRVWXGHQWV¶IHHGEDFNDQG
comments while directly addressing
their concerns.
Conversation with the superintendent through social media was put
on display a couple weeks ago, when
'U'XPDLVZDVSK\VLFDOO\DEVHQW
IURPWKHGLVWULFWDQGKHZDVVWLOODEOH
to get to know some of the comments
IURPVWXGHQWVEHFDXVHRIDVRPHZKDW
controversial non-snow day. Some

students asked, “How can he decide
on whether we have a snow day if he’s
not even in Connecticut?”
7RWKDW'U'XPDLVH[SODLQHG
what goes into deciding for snow days
and the school district’s joined effort
ZLWKWKHWRZQDQGEXVHVLQHQVXULQJ
the students’ safety. There were also
LQVWDQFHVZKHUH'U'XPDLVGLUHFWO\
“@’s” students who ask him questions,
DQGWKLVLQWHUDFWLRQGH¿QLWHO\WDNHVRII
WKHIDFDGHRIEHLQJWKHVXSHULQWHQGHQW
Just think, the superintendent of
your school district tweets with your
KDQGOHDQGWHOOV\RXWR³EHVDIH´LQD
tweet. Students feel that our voice matters
DQGLVEHLQJVHHQE\WKHGHFLVLRQPDNHUV
of the school; that’s a pretty special
moment of feeling acknowledged.
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EMPATHY: th
HPāSDāWK\ ޖHPSԥ7+Ɲ WKHDELOLW\WRXQGHUVWDQGDQGVKDUHWKHIHHOLQJVRIDQRWKHU
$W$PLW\5HJLRQDO+LJK6FKRRO0DUFKZDVGHVLJQDWHGDVWKH³0RQWKRI(PSDWK\´
:KDWGRHVHPSDWK\PHDQLQWKH$PLW\FRPPXQLW\"

Empathy in Spartan Seminar
6SDUWDQ6HPLQDUKDVIR
FXVHGRQWKHHYHUODVWLQJFRQFHSW
RIHPSDWK\LQDQHIIRUWWRPDNH
the Amity community more
DZDUHRIWKHSUREOHPVRFFXUULQJ
LQRXUZRUOG(DFK6HPLQDUKDG
WKHFKDQFHWRFKRRVHDVSHFL¿F
FDXVHWRVXSSRUWEURXJKWDERXW
E\GLIIHUHQWVWXGHQWRUJDQL]D
tions in the school. Jill LaPlante,
GLUHFWRURIFRXQVHOLQJVHUYLFHV
along with associate principal.

0RQLFD.UHX]HUEUDLQVWRUPHG
ZLWKWKH6SDUWDQ6HPLQDU&RP
PLWWHHWRFRQQHFWWKHWKHPHRI
HPSDWK\WRWKHZHHNO\6HPLQDUV
LaPlante says that they try to
FUHDWHDFWLYLWLHVWKDWHQIRUFHWKH
VRFLDODQGHPRWLRQDOOHDUQLQJRI
VWXGHQWV
6KHVDLG³0\KRSHIRU
6HPLQDULQJHQHUDOLVWKDWVWX
GHQWVEXLOGDVHQVHRIFRPPXQL
W\ZLWKWKHLUSHHUVDQGIDFLOLWDWRU

7KLVSURYLGHVDQRSSRUWXQLW\IRU
DVWXGHQWWRJHWWRNQRZDQDGXOW
LQWKHEXLOGLQJZKRKHVKHPLJKW
QRWHYHUKDYHDVDWHDFKHU´
$IWHUEHJLQQLQJWKH
\HDUZLWKWKH³0DNHLW+DSSHQ´
WKHPHGDFWLYLWLHVWKHVHHPSDWK\
FDXVHVVHUYHDVDFXOPLQDW
LQJZD\IRUVWXGHQWVWRFRPH
WRJHWKHUDVDFRPPXQLW\DQG
FRQWULEXWHWRZDUGDPHDQLQJIXO
cause.

What are some easy ways to
express empathy?
7DUD0RKVHQLµ³6KRZDSSUH
FLDWLRQWRZDUGV\RXUIULHQGVDQG
VSUHDGJRRGYLEHV´
+XJK3RWWHUµ³2IWHQWLPHV,
WU\WRJRRXWRIP\ZD\WRJLYH
DVHWQXPEHURIFRPSOLPHQWVD
GD\EHFDXVHSHRSOHUHDOO\ORYH
WKDW6RGRWKLVEHIRUH,ZDON
XSWRVRPHRQH,WKLQNRIDOOWKH
WKLQJV,5($//<DSSUHFLDWH
DERXWWKHPDQGWKHLUFKDUDFWHU´
&KDUORWWH*RUKDPµ³/LWWOH

WKLQJVDUHWKHEHVWWKLQJV*LY
ing someone a hug, leaving
DQH[WUDWLSIRU\RXUZDLWUHVV
complimenting people on their
SHUVRQDOLW\LQVWHDGRIMXVWWKHLU
ORRNVDUHDOOJUHDWZD\VWRPDNH
VRPHRQH¶VGD\´
'DQLHOOH*URVVRµ³%\WU\LQJ
WRXQGHUVWDQGKRZSHRSOHDUH
IHHOLQJDQGDFWLQJDFFRUGLQJO\
EDVLFDOO\WUHDWLQJSHRSOHKRZ
\RXZRXOGZDQWWREHWUHDWHGLQ
WKHVLWXDWLRQ´

6DUD-DGEDEDLHµ³$JRRG
ZD\WRVSUHDGHPSDWK\LVWR
PDNHWKHDFWLYHHIIRUWWROLVWHQ
2IWHQWLPHVZHUHSO\ZHGHIHQG
ZH\HOODQGZHGRQ¶WWU\WR
XQGHUVWDQGHDFKRWKHU
,¶PGH¿QLWHO\JXLOW\RILWP\VHOI
EXWSHRSOHZDQWWRVKDUHWKHLU
LGHDVDQGIHHOYDOLG:KHQ\RX
WDNHWKHWLPHWRDFWXDOO\OLVWHQ
WRVRPHRQH\RXFDQOHDUQDQG
UHODWH,WDOORZV\RXWRSXWDVLGH
GLIIHUHQFHVDQGFRQQHFWLQD
VSHFLDOZD\´

7KHTridentDVNHGWKH
Amity community what
HPSDWK\PHDQVWRWKHP7KHVH
DUHVRPHRIWKHLUUHVSRQVHV

Importance of
Empathy in
Today’s Society
,QWRGD\¶VVRFLHW\LW¶V
VRHDV\WRGHYHORSDVHFOXGHG
PLQGVHWDQGQRWUHDOL]HWKHEXV\
ZRUOGDURXQGXV%\GHYHORSLQJ
HPSDWK\RQHEHFRPHVDPRUH
HQJDJHGFLWL]HQRIWKHZRUOG
1RWRQO\KDYHWKH\GHYHORSHG
WKHFDSDELOLWLHVWRXQGHUVWDQG
RWKHUVEXWDOVRFDQXVHWKHLU
HPSDWK\WREXLOGEHWWHUUHODWLRQ
VKLSVDQGOHDYHDELJJHULPSULQW
RIWKHZRUOG
In our current political
FOLPDWHLWVHHPVDVLIHYHU\RQH
LVGLYLGHGEHLWGXHWRWKHLU
UDFHJHQGHUSROLWLFDOLGHRORJ\
sexuality, or social class. Now,

more than ever, it is important to
practice empathy so that we can
DFKLHYHWKHXQL¿FDWLRQWKDWRXU
QDWLRQQHHGVLQRUGHUWRPRYH
IRUZDUG
³,WKLQNHPSDWK\LVRQH
RIWKRVHLPSRUWDQWVNLOOVWRKDYH
IRUOLIHEH\RQGKLJKVFKRRO´
/DSODQWHVDLG7RKHUHPSDWK\LV
YLWDOLQWRGD\¶VVRFLHW\EHFDXVH
³WRWUXO\FRQQHFWZLWKRWKHU
SHRSOHDQGORRNEH\RQGRXU
VHOYHVDQGVKDUHVRPHRQHHOVH¶V
IHHOLQJVFDQPDNHWKHZRUOGD
EHWWHUSODFH´,QHVVHQFHHPSD
WK\LVWKHNH\WRXQORFNDJUHDWHU
OLIHIRUDOO

A Look into the
6SHFL¿F3URMHFWV

Centerspread Editor:
James He ‘17
Centerspread Writer:
Ali Hagani ‘18
Centerspread Photographers:
Sophie Baum ‘18, Amy Chen ‘17,
Ali Hagani ‘18
Centerspread Layout and Design:
Sophie Baum ‘18
Sources:
https://letgirlslearn.gov/

7KLV7XHVGD\VHYHQ
HPSDWK\SURMHFWVZHUHSUHVHQW
HGLQGLYLGXDO6SDUWDQ6HPLQDUV
FRXOGFKRRVHWRDGYRFDWHIRURQH
RIWKHSURMHFWVRULQVWHDGGHYHORS
their own project.
7ZRSURMHFWVLQYROYH
OHWWHUZULWLQJZULWLQJOHWWHUVWR
FKLOGUHQLQWKHKRVSLWDOVLQWKH
DUHDRUZULWLQJOHWWHUVWRVHUYLFH
PHQDQGZRPHQ
+RZDUG'LQJ µ LV
RQHRIWKHVWXGHQWVZKRUXQVWKH
+XPDQVRI$PLW\)DFHERRNDQG
,QVWDJUDPSDJHVZKLFKDFFRUG
LQJWRWKHLU)DFHERRNSDJHDLPV
WR³VKRZFDVHWKHGLYHUVLW\DQG
RSLQLRQVRI$PLW\+LJK6FKRRO´
+LVZRUNRQWKLVSDJHZDV
GLVFXVVHGDQG6HPLQDUVFRXOG
FRQWULEXWHWRWKHSDJHLIWKH\
chose this project.
1HYLD6HOPRQ µ GH
VFULEHGDSURMHFWWKDWZRXOGXVH

WKHOHIWRYHUSODVWLFEDJVIURPWKH
MXPEREDOOSURMHFWWRPDNHPDWV
IRUKRPHOHVVLQGLYLGXDOV,QDG
GLWLRQDUWWHDFKHU/L]6PROLQVNL
RIIHUHGWKH0HPRU\3URMHFWDQ
DUWLVWLFHQGHDYRUVKHKDVGRQHLQ
previous years.
+DUULVRQ3DHN µ 
along with approximately 90
RWKHU$PLW\VWXGHQWVSXWWR
gether their own empathy project
presentation on the Syrian
&ULVLVWRLQIRUPRWKHUVDERXWWKH
H[WUHPLW\RIWKHSUREOHPVRFFXU
ULQJLQ6\ULD7R3DHN³HPSDWK\
PHDQVVHOIYDOXHWRWKHH[WHQW
WKDW\RXVKRXOGFRQVLGHU\RXUVHOI
DVDYDOXDEOHDQGFRQWULEXWLQJ
PHPEHURIVRFLHW\%HLQJDZDUH
LVLPSRUWDQWEHFDXVHLQWKLV
SHULRGHVSHFLDOO\LW¶VLPSRUWDQW
QRWWREHP\RSLF´
More than 62 million
JLUOVGRQRWDWWHQGVFKRRODQG

juniors Ali Hagani, Ananya
.DFKUXDQG1HYLD6HOPRQGH
YHORSHGDQHPSDWK\SURMHFWIR
FXVLQJRQFRPEDWLQJWKLVJOREDO
LVVXH7KHLUSURMHFWLVEDVHGRQ
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVJRYHUQPHQW
initiative, Let Girls Learn, which
ZDV¿UVWODXQFKHGE\3UHVLGHQW
%DUDFN2EDPDDQG)LUVW/DG\
0LFKHOOH2EDPDLQ0DUFKRI
EHIRUHWKH3HDFH&RUSV
WRRNWKHSURMHFWRYHU
³:HGHFLGHGWRSDUWQHU
ZLWKWKH3HDFH&RUSVWRSULPDU
ily raise awareness within our
ORFDOFRPPXQLW\´VDLG.DFKUX
³(GXFDWLQJSHRSOHDERXWWKH
geopolitical turmoil in the region
DQGLQIRUPLQJWKHPRIZD\VWKH\
FDQJHWLQYROYHGLVLPSRUWDQWWR
WKHVXFFHVVRI/HW*LUOV/HDUQ
DQGZHDUHH[FLWHGWRGRRXUEHVW
WRKHOSWKHLQLWLDWLYH´
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he amity way
9HUD7LQJµ³%HLQJDEOHWRUHODWHWR
what someone is going through on a
SHUVRQDOOHYHO´
-DFN7DMPDMHUµ³6\PSDWKL]LQJ´
-HQ%UHFKOLQ+LVWRU\'HSDUWPHQW
³&RPSDVVLRQ´
-RH\$QWD\Dµ³&LWL]HQVKLS´
.DWH<XDQµ³:DONLQJDPLOHLQ
VRPHRQHHOVH¶VVKRHV´
&KULV0F:LOOLDPV6HFXULW\*XDUG
³6LQFHUHXQGHUVWDQGLQJ´
&RQUDG/LµDQG'HERUDK'HPHR
0DWK'HSDUWPHQW³7RVKDUHDKXJ
ZKHQDIULHQGLVVDG´
6DQGLH+LOO*XLGDQFH³5HVSHFWDQG
FRQVLGHUDWLRQIRURWKHUV´
Arianna Pargen ‘19, Arielle Lavi ‘19,
(PLO\%UHWWKDXHUµ³&DULQJIRU
SHRSOH´
+DQQDK5DSSDSRUWµ³6XFFHVVIXO
VRFLHW\´
$QQD0DKRQ3ULQFLSDO³(PSDWK\LV
WKHFRUQHUVWRQHRIDVWURQJFRPPX
QLW\6WURQJHUWRJHWKHU´
*UHJ6KXOPDQ&XVWRGLDO6WDII³8Q
GHUVWDQGLQJ´
'DQLHO&KRGRVµ³8QGHUVWDQGKRZ
RWKHUSHRSOHIHHODQGDFW´
%HQ.HPSµ³,JHWLWEUR´
$QQLH)ROH\µDQG$ULDQQH/LOOH\
µ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ´
0D[LQH&ROOLQVµ³&RPSDVVLRQ´
'RQQD$QWRQHOOLV)RRG6HUYLFH
³7UHDWLQJHYHU\ERG\HTXDOQRPDWWHU
ZKDWWKHLUGLIIHUHQFHVDUH´
(PPD*LOVKDQRQµ³3XWWLQJ
\RXUVHOILQVRPHRQHHOVH¶VVKRHV
XQGHUVWDQGLQJVRPHRQHHOVH¶VSDLQ
XQGHUVWDQGFRPSDVVLRQIHHOLQJ´
/HQD+LOGULFKµ³3XWWLQJ\RXUVHOI
LQVRPHRQHHOVH¶VVKRHV´
5LFN%RXUGHDX+LVWRU\'HSDUWPHQW
³%HLQJDEOHWRXQGHUVWDQGZKHUH
SHRSOHDUHFRPLQJIURP´
5D\7LDQµ³7KHLPDJLQDWLYH
SURMHFWLRQRIDVXEMHFWLYHVWDWHLQWR
DQREMHFWVRWKDWWKHREMHFWDSSHDUVWR
EHLQIXVHGZLWKLW6RXUFH0HUULDP
:HEVWHU'LFWLRQDU\´
6XVDQQD/LXµ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ´
(YHO\Q/XFLDQLµ³%HLQJDEOHWR
XQGHUVWDQGDQRWKHU¶VVLWXDWLRQ´
+DGL\D,IWLNKDUµDQG6DNLQDK
$EGXO.KDOLTµ³(PSDWK\LVSXW
WLQJ\RXUVHOILQWKHVKRHVRIVRPHRQH
HOVHWRXQGHUVWDQGKRZWKH\IHHO´
3HWHU)XOOHU7HFK'HSDUWPHQW³8Q
GHUVWDQGLQJWKHIHHOLQJVRIRWKHUV´
0LNH)LFDURµ-DPLH%OXPµ
+DUULVRQ6LOYHUµDQG-DUHG6PLWK
µ³1RWEHLQJVRTXLFNWRMXGJH´
5DFKHO&KULVWLHµ³8QGHUVWDQGLQJ
RWKHU¶VVWRULHV´
+LPD\'KDUDQLµ³(PSDWK\
DSDWK\´
&KULVWLDQ$OODUG(QJOLVK'HSDUWPHQW
³%XLOGLQJFRPPXQLW\E\VKDULQJLQ
VRPHRQHHOVH¶VHPRWLRQDOH[SHULHQFH´
.D\OD0HXQLHUµ³,DPNLQGWRP\
IULHQGVEHFDXVHLWPDNHVWKHPIHHO
JRRG´
'HQLVH&ODUN$GPLQLVWUDWLYH$VVLV
WDQW³.LQGQHVV´
$OLVRQ6WDDN6FKRRO&RXQVHORU
³+DYLQJDNLQGKHDUW´
Marian Boyns, School Counselor:
³3XWWLQJ\RXUVHOILQVRPHRQHHOVH¶V
VKRHV´
*UDFH:KLWPDQµ³(PSDWK\LV
JUDFH´
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Pit Orchestra Prepares
Drawing Inspiration:
The 1971 “Fiddler on the Roof” for Spring Musical
by Tyler Jennes ‘17

at that – was great.

sing it. It just has a great energy – a
sisterhood, that kind of connection
and the aspiration of a future with
something or someone. Every girl
is born to have a big wedding – we
all wait for it. It’s our dream. So that
song was something that connected
with me as a youngster. Then as I got
older, I think more about Sunrise,
Sunset, especially now being a parent – waiting for
those moments
and seeing how
quickly your kids
do grow up. Any
song that has
anything about
that kind of community feel has
an impact on me
personally, because
I’m that kind of
person. I’m into
community, and
I’m into family.

How did Topol’s performance affect
As many of you know, Amity your direction of Tevye in the show?
Creative Theater is currently putting on
I think that there’s a couple
a production of the classic Broadway ways to play Tevye. You have the
musical Fiddler on the Roof. With original, Zero Mostel, who played
songs like To Life, Matchmaker, it very comedically, and then there’s
Sunrise, Sunset, and If I Were a Rich Topol, who I think does have the
Man, this renowned show has been comedic sense of it, but he also really
delighting audiences for over
50 years.
The timeless tale of Tevye
the Dairyman
and the other
residents of
Anatevka has
seen countless
adaptations over
the years, but
perhaps the most
well-known of
these is the 1971
¿OPYHUVLRQE\
Canadian direcEric Greentor Norman
baum (Tevye)
Director Robert Kennedy. Photo by Howard Ding ‘18.
Jewison.
When Robert Kennedy and his brings an authenticity with it – the While researching for the role, did
wife/co-director, Andrea, were in the European-ness of all of it.
you look at scenes from the 1971
pre-production stages of the Amity
movie?
SURGXFWLRQWKLV¿OPDGDSWDWLRQZDV Andrea Kennedy
I saw the majority of Tevye’s
one of the key references used, both (Choreographer & Co-Director) work. I’ve seen If I Were a Rich Man,
from an aesthetic as well as an acting
I’ve seen To Life, and I’ve seen some
perspective.
When you’re doing a show like this, other scenes. I haven’t watched the
Topol, the Israeli actor who do you look to movies like Fiddler movie throughout because it’s a three
portrayed the main character of Tevye on the Roof (1971) for inspiration? hour-long trek and I’m not about
LQWKH¿OPZDVDODUJHLQÀXHQFHRQ
Sometimes I do look to the movie to make that journey, but I think as
Amity student Eric Greenbaum, who for inspiration. Sometimes I’ll look soon as the production is over I’ll
was cast as the lead in the Amity at pictures or relationships – relation- probably watch all of it. But yeah,
production.
ships between family members, the I’ve seen a good amount.
Here below are interviews choreography and its styles. I’ll use
conducted with Mr. and Mrs. Ken- that as a reference.
What about Topol’s performance
nedy as well as Eric Greenbaum on
do you notice as someone who’s
)LGGOHUWKH¿OPDGDSWDWLRQDQGKRZ How did the setting or visual style playing Tevye?
RQHKDVLQÀXHQFHGWKHRWKHU
He has this… I don’t know
RIWKH¿OPLQVSLUH\RX"
The sunset – the skyline was what it is about his voice. It’s like
Robert Kennedy
very visually inspiring to Mr. Kennedy something in the back of the throat
(Producer & Co-Director)
and I. The sunsets and the simplicity makes it all rustic-sounding. He
of everything – like how everything just reminds me of a man who has
+RZZHUH\RXLQÀXHQFHGE\WKH is just simpler – that’s what we have worked all his life and he’s just been
1971 Fiddler movie?
happening on our stage as well. The through so much. I’m sure his hands
Well it’s one of the reasons color palette is a little blander. It’s are so calloused, and again, the way
people love Fiddler on the Roof, QRWFRORUIXO«H[FHSWIRUWKHVN\OLQH his voice just comes out. Then on the
because we’ve all seen the movie. It That’s what’s cool about it – what’s ÀLSKH¶VOLNHDYHU\FDULQJPDQZKR
was one of the few really well done illuminating their lives is the sun.
has wants and wishes, and the fact
musical movies. Musicals that are
that Topol can bring that was pretty
made into a movie – they’ve been +RZGLGWKHVRQJVLQWKH¿OPLPSDFW H[KLODUDWLQJIRUPHWRZDWFK
done before, but many of them aren’t \RXZKHQ\RX¿UVWVDZLW"
that great. This was truly a great verI think Matchmaker was the
Were you aware that Topol
sion of it. I think I saw that movie one that I saw when I was younger, didn’t know English while making
before I ever saw a live musical, so I when I was a little kid and saw it for the movie?
think that’s one of the reasons I like WKH¿UVWWLPH,ZDQWHGWREHRQHRI
I was, and it works very well
it so much. It’s one of the things I those sisters, and I did actually get to for him because he has that accent.
UHPHPEHUEHFDXVHLWZDV¿OPHG$ play Hodel (and Grandma Tzeitel), When you have an accent, when
lot of times you didn’t see the old and I did get to sing Matchmaker you grow up in that kind of area
PXVLFDOVOLYHVRWRVHHWKH¿OPYHU on stage. It’s a fun, catchy tune your whole life, you don’t have the
VLRQ±DQGDUHDOO\JRRG¿OPYHUVLRQ and a lot of young women love to best grammar and it works perfectly.

by Kate Yuan ‘19
Amity’s pit orchestra is getting
in gear to prepare for Fiddler on the
Roof. The spring musical has featured

OLWHUDOO\VD\V³¿GGOHU´7KHVWULQJV
section of the orchestra will carry a
large portion of the music.
Senior Sara Jadbabaie will be
SOD\LQJ¿UVWYLROLQ¿UVWFKDLU$OOPHP
bers of the orchestra have been very

Conductor Phil Dolan leads orchestra students through
rehearsal. Photo by Howard Ding ‘18.
live music for years and it seems it will
be a tradition to follow for many more
to come. Unlike many other schools,
Amity’s pit orchestra is comprised of
nearly all student musicians, normally
ZLWKWKHH[FHSWLRQRIRQHRUWZRSUR
fessionals. This year, the orchestra is
joined by Keith Smolinski, a science
teacher from the Amity Middle School
in Bethany, who plays the accordion.
The musicians perform under
the conduction of band director Philip
Dolan. The pit orchestra has been
preparing for nearly four months now,
and all the hard work that has been put
into the production will be paid off at
each showing.
This musical puts more emphasis
on the music than several other productions have in the past, as the title

dedicated, with rehearsals ending very
late at night. It is a huge commitment,
but in the end, the result is priceless.
Rosie Du, sophomore and clarinet
player, said, “Everyone in pit has been
working hard (rep.) on the music. We
just had Sitzprobe tonight, and we got
through Act I really smoothly. We’re
DOOVXSHUH[FLWHGIRURSHQLQJQLJKW
QH[WZHHN´
6LW]SUREHWKH¿UVWUHKHDUVDO
with the cast and orchestra together,
took place on March 21st and 22nd.
Often times, the orchestra goes
unnoticed because it is the actors and
actresses that are in the spotlight.
However, the orchestra is an integral
part of the spring musical every year,
and neither the cast nor the orchestra
can function without the other.

Q&A with Director
Robert Kennedy
just depends on the show.

by Katie Handler ‘17
This year’s spring musical
is Fiddler on the Roof. Opening
night is March 31st, followed by
additional evening performances
on April 1st, 6th, 7th, and 8th.
Following is an interview with
the show’s director, Robert Kennedy.
Q: When and why did you choose
to do Fiddler on the Roof for the
school musical this year?
A: July of last summer; it never
really ends for me! I was listening to NPR and there was a story
about the Syrian refugee crisis.
One of the quotes in the story
stated that one out of every 200
children in the world is considered a refugee. That really hit
home with me. I immediately
thought of Fiddler. It is a musical
comedy about a family, but it is
ultimately a story about refugees.
Plus, in my opinion, it’s one of
the most perfectly written musicals: smart, funny and really
memorable music.
Q: What was the audition process like?
A: We had about 80 or so students audition. Each student
sang a song and learned a dance.
Then some of the students were
asked to come an additional night
to read from the script and sing
VSHFL¿F VRQJV7KH QH[W GD\ ZH
posted the cast list.
Q: The cast is bigger than previous years, right?
A: No, we have had casts this size
before. Grease, Les Mis, In the
Heights: all had casts this large. It

Q: How are rehearsals going?
A: They’re going great! The cast
has really embraced the material
and its message. They love being together and working on the
music.
Q: Would you say this year the
musical is more technically challenging than previous years?
A: Not really. They are all unique
DQG KDYH D VSHFL¿F FKDOOHQJH WR
WKHP7DU]DQKDGÀ\LQJ,QWRWKH
Woods had fairly tale characters.
Grease had a car on stage. They
are all equally challenging.
Q: How many tickets have been
sold?
A: We are almost sold out for the
opening weekend and about 90%
sold out for the second weekend.
We are on track to completely sell
out. (We hope!)
Q: How do sales this year compare to last year’s?
A: They are up from last year, as
this is a very well-known play
and has a larger cast. This is our
third best seller of all time after
Legally Blonde and Tarzan.
Q: What has been the most enjoyable part about directing Fiddler?
A7KLVLVP\¿IWKSURGXFWLRQRI
Fiddler. It’s still my favorite musical. I love that each production
has been completely unique. I alZD\V ¿QG VRPHWKLQJ QHZ ZLWKLQ
the play. I also love that in this
play’s DNA is that it is a musical
about family. Every time I have
worked on it, the cast has become
very close. That is most certainly
the case with this production.
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Meet the Fiddler
by Rosie Du’19

Photo by an Amity parent.
Amity Theater Department describes Fiddler on the Roof as a

story of family: of “fathers and
daughters, husbands and wives,
and life, love and laughter.”
Senior Joyce Lin, who is a
part of the cast, said, “I think
the most important part of this
musical is that it tells a timeless
story of struggles that are still
very present in our time. The
people of Anatevka are forced
to leave and move on from
their home and that’s still happening with the refugee crisis
and events going on the Middle
East. So, despite Fiddler on the
Roof being very old, its story is
still very relevant in our modern
times.”
Lin plays one of the main
roles, the Fiddler. She said, “I
think in the show, the Fiddler
is a symbol of the struggles that
the villagers of Anatevka have
to face. Tevye, the main char-

acter, often compares life in the
YLOODJHWRD¿GGOHUEDODQFLQJRQ
a rooftop.”
Lin is also the dance captain, so she helps choreograph
some of the dances and sub- by Courtney Greifenberger ‘18
sequently helps teach them to
members of the cast.
When asked about how she
likes her roles in the musical,
Lin replied, “What I love about
being the Fiddler is that it gave
me another reason to start learning how to actually play the violin. I’m not playing in the actual
show, but I’ve had to learn the
basics to be able to mimic the
PRYHPHQWDQG¿GGOHV\QF´
However, Lin said, “I have
to wear a beard and a wig, and
I know that after the show ends,
I will never want spirit gum or
silicon adhesive anywhere near
me again.”

Meet the Builders
by Josh Crow ‘17
The Theater Department
has been working tirelessly
for weeks in an effort to
assemble all the pieces
necessary to put on a production of Fiddler on the
Roof, coordinating the
efforts of multiple departments to bring together another performance. While

involved in some way, and I
thought doing props would be a
good way to do that.”
Frieden works alongside
sophomore Avital Sutin to create and maintain the musical’s

Photo by Howard Ding ‘18.

From a young age, Amity senior Jacob Okolo knew he
VWDI¿QJ WKH GHSDUWPHQW KDYH held a passion for theater. His
those in spades.
¿UVW LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK WKH $PFrieden commented on this ity theater program occurred in
process, explaining, “Avital and eighth grade when he worked
,KDYHWR¿QGRUPDNHSURSVIRU
the musical from a list of things both in the cast and crew of the
we need, Amity Middle School- Orange
so
we play. This marked the beginning
have got- of Okolo’s future in the stage
ten dona- crew for the next 8 productions
tions from at Amity.
parents
As a freshman, Okolo chose
and gone to take the technical path in theto good- ater. He enrolled in both Intro
will and to Tech Theater and Advanced
made other things Tech Theater. With this plethora
– Avital of knowledge secured, it is no
surprise that Okolo was chosen
to be assistant manager of stage
crew as early as his sophomore

Pieces of the set are
created by students and
parents. Photos by
Howard Ding ‘18.

most people are
familiar
with
the more visible aspects of
the production,
one aspect that
deserves
an
equal amount
of praise is the
work on set design and props.
Elizabeth Frieden, a junior
responsible for some of the
props, explains how she got
involved in this aspect of the
production, saying, “I decided
to work on the musical because
I’ve heard so much about it
every year and wanted to get

Meet the Stage
Manager

made a Torah that looks really realistic.” Frieden is able
to enjoy the process, stating
set and props, which, this year, that she “[likes] being in the athave a rustic theme that corre- mosphere and making stuff.”
While she and Sutin have
sponds with the setting of the
faced some minor obstacles, inshow.
 ,WLVDGLI¿FXOWMRERQHWKDW cluding certain props breaking,
requires a great deal of ingenu- their craftiness and resourcefulity and creative thinking, but ness has allowed the rest of the
fortunately, both of the students production to thrive.

\HDU +LV ¿QDO \HDU RI KLJK
school, Okolo has taken on the
role as stage manager for Our
Town and the upcoming Fiddler
on the Roof. He works alongside his assistant stage managers Jillian Gusciora and Sophie
Clemens.
So what exactly is the responsibility of the stage manager? First and foremost, a common misconception of the stage
manager’s role is that they are in
charge of solely the stage crew.
However, Okolo is actually responsible for both the stage
crew and the actors in the production.
He must ensure that all cast
members are attending rehearsal
and maintaining a level of professionalism on set. During rehearsals, Okolo must record all
blocking, or paths of movement,
for cast members, as well as
show new members the ropes.
The leadership and independence Okolo must take in order
to create a successful production is very unique to his role as
stage manager.
When asked to describe his
OHDUQLQJ SURFHVV 2NROR FRQ¿dently responded, “I’m always
still learning.” With a role as
broad and important as his,
Okolo is in a constant state of
both taking in and distributing
knowledge to others. Evidently,
his joy in making this contribution to such a large department
is boundless.

Meet the Designer
in the costume process, like Julie Chevan and Brenda Burt.
When asked about the importance of costumes in the
musical, Gibbons-Morales answered “Costumes give the
audience a better idea of who
the character is and a little bit
about their personality. But they
also help the actors get into the
character and act a little different once they are in their clothes
and shoes...Once they put on the
clothes, everything transforms.”
When questioned about creative leeway when working to
design the costumes, GibbonsMorales explained that though
teachers conduct most of the
Photo by Brenda Burt.
designing, students are able
These past few months, the to voice their opinions about
arts department has been work- smaller details within the cosing tirelessly to prepare for the tumes, such as fabric choices
upcoming production of Fiddler DQGVSHFL¿FGHVLJQFRPSRQHQWV
In consideration of the coson the Roof for the spring musical this year, which takes place tumes for Fiddler, Gibbons-Moon March 31st, April1st, 6th, rales explains the prevalence
7th, and 8th. However, not only of neutral colors for dresses,
are those in the spotlight essen- aprons, and pants in comparison
tial to this production, but those to some of the most glamorous
behind-the scenes, groups like costumes of the past, which inthe pit orchestra and the crew, cluded glitter, ball gowns, and
toil away from the audience’s bright colors.
Despite this, however, she
eye to form the backbone of this
VD\V³7KHUHGH¿QLWHO\DUHVRPH
show.
 7KH FRVWXPH FUHZ VSHFL¿- standout costumes and fun
cally, works to design, create, things to make, like all the cosDQG¿WFRVWXPHVWKDWDOORZVWKH tumes for the dream sequence...
actors and actresses on the stage It’s not a super exciting color
to genuinely become their char- pallet, but I actually really like a
lot of the fabrics we’ve worked
acters.
Bianca Gibbons-Morales, with. It’s still super fun and I’ve
an Amity senior, heads the cos- learned a lot.”
Providing the production
tume crew, which entails assisting students with making cos- with costumes that not only altumes, providing students with low the actors to mold into their
certain jobs, and ensuring that characters, but also match the
everyone is working accurately vision of the iconic musical, is
DQG HI¿FLHQWO\ $GGLWLRQDOO\ not an easy task, but has been
Gibbons-Morales works closely enjoyable for members of the
with teachers that are involved crew like Gibbons-Morales.

by Sana Pashankar ‘19
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Interview with Amity
Baseball Team’s
Captain Max Scheps
by Anthony Tom ‘19
As one of the captains of
the #49 nationally ranked Amity Baseball team,
Max Scheps has
a lot of weight
on his shoulders. The Trident’s Anthony
Tom sat down
with Scheps to
better
understand the life
of an elite high
school baseball
player.
Anthony:
When did you
¿UVWZDQWWREHD
captain?
Max: Actually, I
never thought of myself as a captain. The leadership position just kind of came
onto me as I started playing and
everyone saw me as a captain.
When it came time for voting
everyone just voted me as captain.
Anthony: Did you play
baseball all four years at Amity?
Max: I played middle
school and when I came here
I played JV as a freshman and
then varsity as a sophomore;
then I got to start as a junior.
Anthony: What positions
do you play?
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Max: I am a third baseman
and then I will pitch when I am
not playing.
Anthony: Were you on the
team when they won their state

Max Scheps ‘17 in action.
Picture by Orange Live
championships?
Max: I was on the team for
my sophomore and junior years
so I have two rings. I was not
there freshman year and do not
have a freshman ring.
Anthony: Do you have any
plans for another championship?
Max: Yeah, we have been
working really hard in the gym
DQG>RQ@WKH¿HOG:HOOQRWWKH
¿HOG\HWEHFDXVHRIDOOWKHVQRZ
[so] we are not able to get out
there, but we will be soon.
Anthony: That will be your

¿IWKLQDURZFRUUHFW"
Max: Yeah, it will be our
¿YHSHDW
Anthony: Have you been
contacted for any college recruitment?
Max: I have been
recruited by West
Point to play baseball there and I have
already committed
to going there.
Anthony: Congratulations! Is there
anything
special
about baseball to
you?
Max: I have just
really loved it. It was
WKH¿UVWVSRUW,WUXO\
enjoyed playing and I
have stuck with it.
Anthony: Is there
any advice to anyone
coming up to play baseball at
Amity?
Max: As a freshman, I
would say to really work hard.
It is really tough to make the
team and if you want a starting
position you have to work hard.
Anthony: Anything else
you would like to say about the
sport to get people involved?
Max: It is all about how
you want it. But, it is a really
fun sport and a real team sport.
So if you’re into team sports
and not all for yourself it is a
really good sport.

Amity Boys
Volleyball
Ready for Big
Season
by Matt Hill ‘17
The Amity Boys Volleyball Team struggled during
their season last year finishing

Toto who assumed the title of
head coach last year. All these
factors have combined to give
the team a sense of optimism
and excitement.
When asked about his

Amity Boys Volleyball Team during the 2016 season.
Photo from WABN: Reel News Video
3-16 and fifth out of five teams
in the SCC Tournament. They
are looking for greater success
this year. Several factors may
contribute to their success:
they lost very few seniors to
graduation, this season’s returning key players are Connor
Watson ‘17 and Ari KaufmanFrankel ‘17, and many players
have been training in the offseason in preparation for this
year. Furthermore, this is their
second year under Coach Lisa

hopes for the upcoming season,
captain Ari Kaufman-Frankel
responded, “I think we have
the potential to shock both the
SCC and the state this season.
Nobody is expecting anything
from us after our performance
last season.” He explained that
the athletes “have a desire to
win and have been working
hard to get on a championship
level of play.” The team’s official season will begin on April
1st against Kolbe Cathedral.
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A Preview of
Captains’ Practices
the Amity
Whip Spartan Athletes
into Shape
Tennis Teams
by Jacob Gross ‘18
Every sports team at
Amity is judged for its performance during the season.
They can be seen as dominant, frequently coming out
on top of other schools in
the division, or as inferior,
seeming to lack the cohesiveness and skills required
to pull ahead.
Obviously, a large factor
in a team’s success is how it
practices in between competitive events. Something
equally important, yet not as
noticeable, is a team’s preseason preparation.
Most—if not all—of the
many sports teams at Amity
have some form of captain’s
practice or workout session
before the season begins.
These condition the team’s
members to get in-shape in

order to have a head start at
the season’s onset.
The way teams prepare
for their seasons differs
across the selection of spring
sports. The distance runners
of both genders’ outdoor
track teams call their preseason prep “captain’s practice.”
Here, roughly a third of
the team’s runners congregate daily after school. These
practices are very similar to
what transpires during the
regular season: the athletes
stretch, complete drills and
warm-ups, and then go on a
run.
Led by the veterans and
captain or captains of the
team, no coach is present
during these practices, inspiring a more casual atmosphere.
The Amity Boys Volleyball and Baseball Teams

have a somewhat different
layout. Starting in the late
fall, the baseball team meets
three times a week in the
weight room to train, with an
optional hitting practice every Sunday. Coaches sometimes supervise the lifting,
but the format of Sunday
practices is left up to the athletes.
Volleyball, too, enjoys
preseason weight room time,
but meets much more infrequently. Unlike the baseball
team, volleyball players
don’t do drills or hone their
skills; instead, they focus on
JHWWLQJDV¿WDVSRVVLEOHEHfore the season commences.
No matter what sport,
the athletes’ actions before
the season are every bit as
important as those during.
Amity hopes to see the fruits
of their teams’ labor pay off
this spring.

the 2016 SCC championship and the Class LL State
This spring season is Championship. With many
set to be quite an exciting key players having graduone for both the Amity Boys ated, this season, however,
and Girls Tennis Teams. The is going to be a challenge.
Girls Tennis Team won the Only four starters will return
SCC Championship Tourna- from last season.
When asked how the
ment last year and made it to
team
will do this year, MarWKH 6HPL¿QDOV LQ WKH 6WDWH
co
Delsanto
(‘18) answered,
Championship, where they
“I
think
we
have
a shot to be
lost 3-4 to Greenwich. The
able
to
win
SCCs.
We have
team hopes to win SCC’s
one
of
our
youngest
teams
again and go farther in the
this
year,
but
what
we
lack
in
State Championship. This
experience,
we
make
up
for
feat—although
demanding—seems attainable due to in hard work, determination,
strong leadership from cap- and heart.”

by Nick Ricciardi ‘20

$PLW\8QL¿HG6SRUWV
Continue to Shine
sports skills, guide them,
This winter, the athletes
and cheer for them. Senior played basketball. At pracNick Reis said, “Our main tices, they stretched and
 7KH $PLW\ 8QL¿HG goal is to just make sure that warmed up and did shootSports Program is having a the kids are having a good arounds, in which the athfantastic year. With the help time. It is rewarding to see letes lined up and shot while
from student partners, the how much fun they are hav- the student partners got reathletes have already learned ing and the smiles on their bounds for them. They had
the basic skills of soccer and faces.”
two tournaments against
basketball, and will learn
But, it does not matter the Amity Orange Middle
volleyball
S c h o o l
skills this
T e a m .
spring.
The partThey
ners
got
practice
rebounds
their skills
for the athagainst
letes and
each other,
cheered
and then
them on,
have tourwhile guidnament
ing them
g a m e s
and giving
with other
them helpschools.
ful tips.
In
the
The
fall, Ama
t
h
l
etes
$PLW\8QL¿HG7HDP3KRWRIURPWKH$PLW\8QLity hosted a
have
enjoyed
¿HG7ZLWWHU3DJH
soccer tournapracticing and
ment, in which
competing usthe
athletes
ing their newly
competed against schools, how skilled the athletes are. acclaimed skills in the tourincluding
West
Haven, 5HLV VDLG ³, WKLQN 8QL¿HG naments. They also create
Hand, and other schools in does a great job creating a strong relationships with
the area.
community at Amity where many other students. Bella
The program would not everyone feels loved and Pucillo ‘20, a member of
be as successful as it is with- accepted regardless of any 8QL¿HGVXPPHGXSWKHWUXH
out the help from the student limitations, and I think that meaning of the program:
helpers. They teach them the is really important.”
“We are all friends.”

by Jordan Conn ‘18

Contact the Trident with questions,
corrections, or editorials at:
amitytridentnewspaper@gmail.com

Amity Girls Tennis Team celebrating after a win.
Photo by an AGT parent

tains Rachel Einbinder (‘17),
Hayley Grande (‘17), Daphne Kreiger (‘17), and Alekya
0HQWD µ  7KH ¿YH VWDUWers are returning from last
year will surely help guide
the team to success.
Currently, the team has
been practicing indoors at
Oak Lane due to the accumulated snow on Amity’s
outdoor courts. Sarah Bullers (‘19) stated that although
it’s been hard because of
the large team and limited
number of courts, they have
“been doing amazing at
practice... and are in the process of creating an amazing
lineup.”
Bullers continued that
she is excited to “hopefully
win another SCC’s” and
make new friends because
as she said, “the team became my second family. We
always support each other
and we have created a bond
through tennis.” This connection may be one of the
reasons for the team’s success.
For captain Alekya
0HQWD µ KHU¿QDOVHDVRQ
on the team is rather bittersweet: “I am personally most
excited to see the team work
together and spend my last
few months of high school
with this amazing and talented group of girls!”
The Boys Tennis Team is
coming off of an 18-2 season
last year, placing 2nd in both

Daniel Hand’s tennis team
narrowly defeated Amity
in the SCC Championship
last year. Amity is coming
back this year with hopes
of defeating rival Hand and
reclaim the SCC title. This
mainly untried, but determined team is lead by captains Zach Simon (‘17), Alex
Friedman (‘17), Adam Velardi (‘17), and Robbie Kropel (‘17). However young,
Amity has been ambitiously
XQRI¿FLDOO\VHHGHGUGLQWKH
SCC by the coaches.
“Basically the goal of
our season is to overachieve
everyone’s expectations of
us,” says Delsanto. Varsity
vacancies allow for the players that didn’t get a starting
opportunity last year to show
they deserve a starting spot
this year. This will allow
the team to grow talent and
experience in players that
haven’t gotten to start, and
become stronger over time.
,W LV NH\ WKH 6SDUWDQV ¿QG
success during this transitional season, with a young
team.
 7KH ¿UVW UHJXODU VHDVRQ
match is at Cheshire on April
3. Amity seeks to enter and
win the SCC Championship
Tournament once again. This
season will surely test the
inexperienced Amity Boys
Tennis Team, but with teamwork and resolve, they have
the ability to come out on
top.
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Printing Backwards
New Printers Bring
New Dynamic to
Causes Drama in the
Entertainment Industry
Media Center

DOORYHUWKHZRUOGDQGKDV
SULYDWHO\SHUIRUPHGDWWKH
by James He ‘17
request of renowned world
OHDGHUV/DXGHGDVD¿YHVWDU
With the installation JURXSWKH6N\ZDONHUVZLOO
of the new printers, the me- FHUWDLQO\VWDUWOHDQ\RQHVHHN

on the amount of pressure
H[HUWHGRQWKHFDQYDV:LWK
by Ben Sauberman ‘18
their creation, the group has
SURGXFHGEHDXWLIXOUHQGLWLRQV
of famous pieces of art, such
Amid escalating student
as Leonardo da Vinci’s “Mona WHQVLRQVRYHUWKHQHZGLI¿
FXOW
SULQWLQJV\VWHPLQWKHOLEUDU\
RQHDQRQ\PRXVKDFNHUGHFLGHG
WRWDNHPDWWHUVLQWRWKHLURZQ
KDQGV$WMXVWDIWHUWKH
¿UVWEHOOUDQJRXWDW$PLW\RQ

with mixed opinions. In the
KDOOVVWXGHQWV\HOOHG³IUHHRXU
printers” and “down with the
ORJLQV\VWHP´ZKLOHPHPEHUV
of the art department hung
XSORQJEDQQHUVHQFRXUDJLQJ
VWXGHQWVWRSHWLWLRQWKHOLEUDU\
Meanwhile, a small crowd
RIVWXGHQWVFODLPLQJWREH
³$PLW\¶VVLOHQWPDMRULW\´FRQ
JUHJDWHGLQIURQWRIWKHWURSK\

Members of the Daring Devils showcase their melodic harp skills.
GLDFHQWHUKDVRI¿FLDOO\EHHQ
designated the most popular
destination in the school, as
hordes of students and staff
DUHRIWHQVHHQLPSDWLHQWO\
waiting for their chance to
SULQW8QVHWWOHGE\WKHVLJKW
the school administration
VHDUFKHGIRUDZD\WRUHVROYH
WKHLVVXHDQGKDVEHHQFRP
SOHWHO\VZDPSHGIURPMRE
LQWHUYLHZVSKRQHFDOOVDQG
research.
$IWHUH[WHQVLYHGHOLE
HUDWLRQ$PLW\KDVRI¿FLDOO\
DQQRXQFHGWKHKLULQJRI¿YH
different entertainment groups,
RQHIRUHDFKGD\RIWKHZHHN
While students and staff will
VWLOOEHIRUFHGWRZDLWWRSULQW
WKHQHZDUUD\RISHUIRUPHUV
ZLOOKHOSWRPDNHWKHSURFHVV
smooth, painless, and perhaps
HYHQIXQ
2Q0RQGD\VWKHEDQGWKH
'DULQJ'HYLOVLVVFKHGXOHGWR
SURYLGHOLYHPXVLF&RQWUDU\
WRWKHLUEROGQDPHWKH'HYLOV
is a classical group composed
of three harpists, each a graduate of the esteemed Juilliard
School of Music.
Following them, the
6NHWFK\6N\ZDONHUVZLOOKRSH
to amaze their audiences with
KLJKÀ\LQJDFUREDWLFV¿UH
dancing, and, of course, the
FODVVLFDFWRIMXJJOLQJ7KLV
famous circus group has toured

ing to print their last-minute
English papers.
6HHNLQJWRLQVSLUHRWKHUV
WKH,QN,QQRYDWRUVZLOOVKRZ
FDVHDUHYROXWLRQDU\IRUPRI
DUWZRUN7KHIRXUWUDLOEOD]HUV

Lisa” and Vincent Van
*RJK¶V³7KH6WDUU\1LJKW´
2Q7KXUVGD\VFRPHGLDQ
-RH7XQQHOZLOOSHUIRUPKLV
VWDQGXSURXWLQHZKLFKPDQ\
FULWLFVKDYHSUDLVHGDV³UHYR

Above: Van Gogh’s orignal work “The
Starry Night.” Below: Ink Innovators’
rendition of the famous piece.

OXWLRQL]LQJFRPHG\´(YHQ
LI\RXGRQ¶WJHWDFKDQFHWR
SULQW\RX¶OODWOHDVWJHWD
ODXJKIURP7XQQHO¶VMRNHV
7RWRSLWDOORII&LQHPDJLF
ZLOOGD]]OHWKHVFKRROZLWKOLYH
LQWHUDFWLYHPRYLHSURGXFWLRQV
7KHXQFRQYHQWLRQDOJURXSRI
cinematographers can create
QHZ¿OPVRQWKHVSRWEDVHG
FRPSOHWHO\RIIRIWKHDXGL
ence’s desires. Within each
PLQLPRYLHHYHU\RQHJHWV
a chance for their ideas to
FRPHWROLIHLQD&LQHPDJLF
production.
$OWKRXJKDULVN\YHQ
WXUHWKHKLULQJRIWKHVH¿YH
entertainment groups appears
promising, as the opening
VKRZLQJRIWKH'DULQJ'HYLOV
is set to premiere next MonGD\6RRQHQRXJKHYHU\RQH
ZLOOZDQWWRWDNHDWULSWRWKH
Sketchy Skywalkers amaze audiences as PHGLDFHQWHUDOOWKDQNVWRWKH
WKH\À\KLJKDERYHWKH0HGLD&HQWHU
new printers.
had experimented with difIHUHQWFDUERQFRPSRVLWHVLQ
FROOHJHDQGVHUHQGLSLWRXVO\
VWXPEOHGXSRQDIRUPXODIRULQN
WKDWFDQFKDQJHFRORUVEDVHG

7KXUVGD\0DUFKDOLQHRI
VWXGHQWVEHJDQWRIRUPQHDUWKH
³4XLFN3ULQW´FRPSXWHUV$OO
GHWHUPLQHGWRDYRLGDWDUG\
IRUWKHLU¿UVWSHULRGDERXW
ten students were irritated to
OHDUQWKDWERWK0HGLD&HQWHU
SULQWHUVZHUHRQO\SULQWLQJWH[W
EDFNZDUGV0XUPXUVULSSOHG
through the small crowd, and
an administrator sprinted to
WKHSULQWLQJVWDWLRQWRUHVROYH
the incident. Determining the
SUREOHPFRXOGQRWEH¿[HG
ZLWKLQWKH¿YHPLQXWHSDVV
ing period, she cleared all of
WKHVWXGHQWVRXWRIWKHOLEUDU\
After a thorough examinaWLRQ&KULV)DUPLQJWRQKHDG
RIWKHWHFKQRORJ\GHSDUWPHQW
declared that the media center
KDGEHHQYLFWLPRIDF\EHU
DWWDFN7KHDGPLQLVWUDWRUWKHQ
closed the media center for
ERWKVHFRQGDQGWKLUGSHULRG
$W)DUPLQJWRQGHHPHG
WKHOLEUDU\VDIHWRRSHQLQWLPH
for fourth period, despite not
EHLQJDEOHWRFRUUHFWWKHGDP
DJHRIWKHKDFNLQJ)DUPLQJWRQ
UHYHDOHGWKDWKHKDGLQLWLDOO\
suspected that the new “login
WRSULQW´V\VWHPLQWKHPHGLD
center had caused the printer
to malfunction.
2Q7ZLWWHULQIDPRXV$PLW\
KDFNLQJJURXS#DPLW\VSDUWD
FRQ¿UPHGZKDWPDQ\DOUHDG\
EHOLHYHGFODLPLQJUHVSRQVL
ELOLW\IRUWKHKDFN&KDRVRQ
social media ensued as the
administrator put her twitter
¿QJHUVWRZRUNWZHHWLQJ³#
DPLW\VSDUWDLVDWUXO\KRU
ULEOHRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWLVSDVW
LWVSULPH6DG´,QUHVSRQVH
WKHKDFNHUVWZHHWHG³#WKHUHDO
QXVFRPFWRGD\WKHOLEUDU\VDZ
MXVWLFH:HZLOO¿[WKHSULQWHUV
ZKHQ\RXJHWULGRIWKHORJLQ
V\VWHPIUHHRXUSULQWHUV´7KH
WZRSDUWLHVWUDGHGEDUEVDVWKH
GD\ZHQWRQ
7KHF\EHUDWWDFNSURYHGWR
EHWKHSUHFLVHO\WKHSURYRFDWLRQ
WKHKDFNHUVKRSHGLWZRXOG
EH7KHVWXGHQWERG\UHDFWHG

FDVHKROGLQJDUDOO\WRVXSSRUW
WKHPHGLDFHQWHU:DYLQJVLJQV
ZLWKEDFNZDUGSULQWHGWH[W
WKH\GHFODUHGVXSSRUWIRUWKH
media center. Some students
ZDONHGWKHKDOOVVHHPLQJO\
indifferent. One of these students
.DVH\%RULQEDXP µ WROG
WKH7ULGHQW³,PHDQ«,UHDOO\
ZLVKLWZDVHDVLHUWRSULQWEXW
ZK\GLGWKH\PDNHLWKDUGHU
WRSULQW"/LNHWKH\FRXOGKDYH
MXVWKDFNHGLWVRWKHUHZDVQR
more login.”
Another exasperated stuGHQW-DPHV)ORUULQJWRQ µ 
VKDNLQJKLVKHDGJUXPEOHG
³+RQHVWO\,¶PSUHWW\WLFNHG
,GLGQ¶WUHDOO\KHDUDERXWWKLV
OLEUDU\SULQWHUFRQWURYHUV\ VR
,SULQWHGDSUHWW\ELJ(QJOLVK
paper during lunch and didn’t
UHDOO\FKHFNLW/RQJVWRU\
VKRUWP\WHDFKHULVJRQQD
EHFRQIXVHGZKHQVKHKDVWR
JUDGHDSDSHUZLWKEDFNZDUGV
printed text.”
/RRNLQJWRFDOFXODWHWKH
FOLPDWHDW$PLW\RQ7KXUVGD\
7KH7ULGHQWVXUYH\HG
students. While more students
felt that the most pressing
LVVXHDW$PLW\ZDVWKHQHHG
to reform the “login to print”
V\VWHPWKDQWKRVHZKRGLGQ¶W
WKHRYHUZKHOPLQJPDMRULW\RI
those polled felt that students
VKRXOGEHSHUPLWWHGWRHDWLQ
the classroom.
7KH$PLW\$GPLQLVWUD
tion declined to comment on
ZKHWKHURUQRWWKH\ZRXOG
EHLQYHVWLJDWLQJ7KXUVGD\¶V
HYHQWVEXW)DUPLQJWRQDV
VHUWHGWKDWWKHKDFN³ZDVWKH
most serious threat to the AmLW\OLEUDU\LQUHFHQWPHPRU\
and [he] intend[s] to pursue a
SHUVRQDOLQYHVWLJDWLRQRIWKH
DWWDFNLI>KH@IHHO>V@WKDWWKH
administration does an insuf¿FLHQWMRE´
:KHQWKH¿QDOEHOOUDQJRXW
DWERWKOLEUDU\SULQWHUV
remained incapacitated, and
WKHKDFNHUVURGHWKHVFKRRO
EXVKRPHYLFWRULRXV
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NSA Collects Printing Amity Hires New
Data as an Indicator of Detectives and
Counselors
Criminal Activity
by Conrad Li ‘17

by Suvasini Balaji ‘17

Whenever you enter your login
details or your student ID onto
one of the school printers, you are
being watched – and not just by
the media center supervisors or the
students
waiting
in the
perpetual line
behind
you. It
turns
out that
“FOLLOW
M E
Student”
implies
exactly
what it
sounds
like:
through
the new
printers
at Amity, the
N a tional
Security
Agency can track your every
move.
Recent studies have
shown that printing habits are
strongly correlated with criminal
tendencies. Logically, this makes
sense; those who are apathetic
enough to waste stack after stack
of paper at the expense of the
environment are just as likely to
be callous towards the law. Since
WKHVH¿QGLQJVKDYHHYROYHGWKH
NSA has used the Patriot Act to
tap into “Follow Me” printing
programs around the country

The
Strident:
making
Amity
laugh for
decades.
That’s all
for today,
folks.

and elicit data on individuals’
printing behavior.
This breach of privacy
has worried students and faculty
alike. “All I want in life is food
on my plate, a secure job with a
solid income capable of supporting
a family, a trophy wife, and the

ability to print in peace,” explains
Marvin Hall, a freshman who is
stressed that the lack of privacy
while printing will interfere with
his long-term goals.
Meanwhile, others admire the
NSA’s dedication to eliminating
national threats. “I am happy to
VDFUL¿FHP\SULQWLQJSULYDF\LI
it means that even just one more
criminal is caught. We need to
crack down on terrorism, and
amassing data on paper-usage
is the perfect way to do it,” says
senior Alan Smith. However,

despite such expressions of approval for the NSA’s more invasive
SURJUDPVDVLJQL¿FDQWFRQFHUQ
is the precedent that they will set.
Today’s students and faculty may
have merely their printing habits
monitored, but what will tomorrow’s high school community be
audited for?
Next thing
we know,
bathroom
stalls could
have “Follow Me”
monitors that
record the
quantity and
quality of our
excrement.
Or perhaps
even our
phones will
be tapped
into.
T h e
unease surrounding the
topic is not
just motivated by hypotheticals.
Recently,
Winifred
Summers,
a student of the Science Research
Program at Amity, was detained
for questioning by mysterious
EODFNVXLWHGRI¿FLDOVDIWHUSULQWLQJ
multiple 20-page journal articles
within a single period. Though
Summers claims it was for an
³DVVLJQPHQW´WKHRI¿FLDOVVHHP
convinced that she has a personal
vendetta against the school and
the country. Little has been heard
from or about Summers since
her detainment, and the blackVXLWHGRI¿FLDOVKDYHUHIXVHGWR
comment publicly on the issue.

In an effort to reduce paper
usage and be economically ef¿FLHQWWKH$PLW\$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
purchased entirely new printing
systems to replace the older,
yet fully functioning, printers.
Unlike the old printers, these
new printers have hundreds of

options and require a personal
login before they are willing to
perform their singular duty: to
print. A freshman, Fake News,
claims, “It’s nice to have more
printing options and I guess
logins prevent people from
leaving their papers, so it
probably does help the school
save money.”
Intrigued by Fake News’
hypothesis, The Strident decided to conduct a thorough
investigation on the matter.
After weeks of research and
LQYHVWLJDWLRQWKH¿QGLQJVZHUH
decisive. Just as Fake News’
name suggests, his claim was
also fake news.
Often, students printing in the media center were
XQDEOHWR¿QGWKHLUZRUNLQ
the printer they supposedly
printed to. Thus, Amity hired
two local detectives, Lostin Print
and Job Holding, in hopes of
solving the mystery of the lost
work. After thousands of dollars
and a month of following the
paper trail, Print and Holding
found hundreds of documents
waiting to be released from hold
on a secluded printer under the
biology wing. Holding says, “I
have solved hundreds of cases,
but this was the hardest by far!
+RZVWXGHQWVPDQDJHWR¿QG
anything they print is beyond
me.”
Moreover, in addition to
the nine current school counselors,
the Administration had to hire
nine grief and trauma counselors.
8QDEOHWRSULQWDWKRPHRU¿QG

where they printed in school,
dozens of students could not
turn in their homework on time,
leading to myriad of zeroes in
PowerSchool and many traumatized students agonizing over
their grades. Senior Fey Ling
Skool reports, “Before these
new printers, I had straight As
in all my classes. Now I have
a C in Psychology and a D in

English because I couldn’t turn
in my homework!” Even with
an additional nine counselors,
lines to speak to them stretched
IURPWKHJXLGDQFHRI¿FHWRWKH

PowerSchool, Amity students’ favorite app, is now the
enemy of most
end of the hallway. With tears
streaking down their faces, some
students wait outside for hours
as they stare at the bloodred D
which replaced the A that once
proudly showcased itself in
PowerSchool.
While it may be true
that slightly less unclaimed
papers clutter the “Found in
Printer” basket, was it truly
worth the cost? Detectives had
to be hired. Students are unable
to turn in homework on time.
Counselors are working around
the clock consoling sobbing
students. To save a little paper,
it cost thousands of dollars and
a lifetime’s worth of emotional
trauma for many students.

